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Dep1icarts to You a collection of Letters, ene wg e 
of Y ourſelves, for the common benefit of us all, 
would never have grown tothis fize without your continued 


encouragement and applauſe, To me they originally owe 
nothing but a healthy, ſanguine conſtitution, ' Under your | 


care they have thriven, To you they are indebted for what- 
ever ſtrength or beauty they poſſeſs, When Kings and Mi- 


niſters are forgotten, when the force and direction of per- 


ſonal ſatire is no lenger underſtood, and when meaſures are 
only felt in the remoteſt conſequences, this book will, L 
believe, be found to contain principles worthy to be tranſ- 
mitted to poſterity, When you leave the unimpaired heri- 


ditary freehold to your children, You do but half your duty: 


Both liberty and property are precarious, unleſs the poſſeſſors 


have ſenſe and ſpirit enough to defend them.—This is not 
the language of vanity, If I am a vain man, my gratifica- 
tion lies within a narrow circle. I am the ſole depolitory of 


my own ſecret, and it ſhall periſh with me. ee 
If an honeſt, and, I may truly affirm, a laborious zeal for 


the public ſervice, has given me any weight in Your eſteem, 


let me exhort and conjure. You, never to ſuffer an invalion 


of Your political conſtitution, however minute the inſtance 


may appear, to paſs by, without a determined. perſevering 
reſiſtance. One precedent creates another.—They ſoon ac- 
cumulate, and conſtitute law. What yeſterday was fact, to- 
day is doctrine. Examples are ſuppoſed to juſtify the moſt 
dangerous meaſures; and where they do not ſuit exactly, the 
defect is Tupplied by analogy,—Be aſſured that the laws which 
protect us in our civil rights, grow out of the conſtitution, 
and that they muſt fall or flouriſh withit. This is not the cauſe 


of faction, or of party, or of any individual, but the common 
intereſt of every man in Britain. Although the King ſhould 


continue to ſupport his preſent ſyſtem of government, the 
period 1s not very diſtant at which you will have the means 
of redreſs in your own power. - It may be nearer, perhaps, 
than any of us expect; and I would warn You to be pre- 
pared for it. The King may poſſibly be adviſed to diſſolve 


the preſent parliament a year or two before it expires of 


courſe, and precipitate a new election, in hopes of taking the 
B nation 
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nation by ſurpriſe, If ſuch a meaſure be in agitation, this 
very caution may defeat or prevent it. | 
I cannot doubt that you will unanimouſly aſſert the free- 
dom of election, and vipdicate ygur exgluſive right to choole 
your repzeſentatiyes. But other queſtions have been ſtarted, 
on which your determination ſhould be equally clear and 
unanimous, Let it be impreſſed upon your minds, let it be 
inſtilled into your children, that the liberty of the preſs is 
the palladium of all the civil, political, and religious rights 
of an Engliſhman; and that the right of juries to return a 
eneral verdict, in all caſes whatſoever, is an eſſential part 
of our conſtitution, not to be controlled or limited by the 
| Judges, nor in any ſhape queſtionable by the Legiſlature.— 
The power of King, Lords, and Commons, is not an arbi- 
trary power“. They are the truſtees, not the owners of the 
eſtate. The fee ſimple is in US. They cannot alienate, they 
cannot waſte, When we ſay that the Legiſlaure is ſupreme, we 
mean, that it is the higheſt power known to the conſtitu- 
tion; that it is the higheſt, in compariſon, with the other ſub- 
ordinate powers eſtabliſhed by the laws. In this ſenſe, the 
word ſupreme 1s relative, not abſolute, The power of the 
Legillature is limited, not only by the general rules of natu- 
ral juſtice, and the welfare of the community, but by the forms 
and principles of our particular conſtitution, If this doc- 
trine be not true, we mult admit, that King, Lords and Com- 
mons, have no rule to direct their reſolutions, but merely their 
own will and pleaſure. They might. unite the legiſlative and 
executive power in the ſame hands, and diſſolve the conſti- 
tution by an act of Parliament. But I am perſuaded You will 
not leave it to the choice of ſeven hundred perſons, notori- 
_ ouſly corrupted by the Crown, whether ſeven millions of 
their equals ſhall be ſreemen or ſlaves, The certainty of for- 
feiting their own rights, when they ſacrifice thoſe of the na- 
tion, is no check to a brutal degenerate mind. Without 
inſiſting upon the extravagant conceſſion made to Harry the 
Eight, there are inſtances in the hiſtory of other countries, 


* This pofitive denial, of an atbitrary power being veſted in the legiſlature, is 
not, in fact, a new doctiine. When the Earl of Lindſay, in the year 1675 
brought a bill into the Houſe of Lords, To rxEVENT THE DANGERS 
WHICH MIGHT ARISE FROM PERSONS DISAFFECTED TO, GOVER N= 
' MENT, by which an oath and penalty was to be impoſed upon the members of 
both houſes, it was affirmed, in a proteſt ſigned by twenty three lay Beers, (my 
Lords the Biſhops were not accuſtomed to proteſt). ©* That the privileges of ſitting 
4% and voting in parliament, was an honour they had by birth, and a right ſo 
« jnherent in them, and inſeparable from them that nothing could take it away, 
« but what by the law of the land, muſt withal = away their lives, and corrupt 
« their blood. Theſe noble Peers (whoſe names are a reproach to their poſ- 
terity) have in this inſtance, ſolemnly denied the power of parliament to alter the 
conſtitution Under a particular propoſition, they haye alerted a general truth, 
in which eyery man in England is concerns. 
| i is of 
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of a formal, deliberate ſurrender of the public liberty into the 
hands of the Sovereign: If England does not crore the ſame 
fate, it is becauſe we have better reſources thanlin the virtue 
of either houſe of parliament. | 
I ſaid that the liberty of the preſs is the paladium of all our 
rights, and that the right of the juries to return a general 
verdict, is part of your conſtitution. To preſerve the whole 
ſyſtem, You'mult correct your Legiſlature, With regard to 
any influence'of the conſtituent over the conduct of the re- 
reſentative, ' there is little difference between à ſeat in par- 
lament for ſeven years, and a ſeat for life. The proſpeck of 
your reſentment is too remote; and although the laſt ſeſſion 
of a'ſeptennial parliament be uſually employed in courting. 
the tavour of the people, conſider that at this rate, your re- 
LL, : 8 6 2 - %s , 
preſentatives have ſix years for offence, and but one fot atorie- 
ment, A'death-bed repentance ſeldom reaches to reſtitution. 
If you reflect, that in the changes of adminrſtration which 
have marked and diſgraced the . reign, although your 
warmeſt patriots have in their turn, been inveſted with the 
lawful and unlawful authority of the crown, 'and though 
other reliefs or "improvements have been held forth to the 
people, yet that no one man in office has ever promoted or 
encouraged a bill for ſhortening the duration of patliaments, 
but that (whoever was miniſter) the oppoſition to this mea- 
ſure, ever ſince the ſeptennial act paſſed, has been conſtant 
and uniform on the part of Govenrment. - Vou cannot but 
conclude, without the poſſibility of a doubt, that long par i 
liaments are the foundation of' the undue influence of the 
Crown. This influence anſwers every purpoſe bf arbitrary 
power to the Crown, with an expence and- oppreſſion to the 
people, which would be unneceſſary in an arbitrary govern - 
ment. The beſt of our miniſters find it the eaſieſt and moſt 
compendious mode of conducting the King's affairs-; and all 
miniſters have a general intereſt in adbering to a ſyſtem, 
which, of itfelf, is ſufficient to ſupport them in office, with- 
out any aſſiſtance from perſonal virtue, popularity, labours, 
abilities, or experience. It promiſes every gratihcation to 
avarice and ambition, and ſecures impunity.— Theſe are 
truths unqueſtionable.— If they make no-impreflian, it is be- 
cauſe they are :00 vulgar and notorious. But the inattention 
or indifference of the nation has continued too long. You 
are rouſed at laſt to a ſenſe of your danger. The remedy will 
ſoon be in your power. If Junius lives, You ſhall often be 
reminded of it. If, when the opportunity preſents itſelf, 
vou neglect to do your duty to yourſelves aud to 88 
to God and to your country, I ſhall have one conſolation left, 
in common with the meanęſt and baſeſt of mankind :—Civit 
liberty may ſtill laſt the life of IUNIUIsSs. 
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"PREFACE 


I HIS edition contains all the letters of Junius, Philo 


Junius, and of Sir William Draper and Mr. Horne to Junius, 


with their reſpective dates, and according to the order in 


which they appeared in the Public Advertiſer. The auxili- 


ary part of Philo Junius was indiſpenſibly neceſſary to de- 
Fend or * particular paſſages in Junius, in anſwer to 


plauſible objections; but the ſubordinate character is never 


guilty of the indecorum of praiſing his principle. The fraud 
Was innocent, and I always intended to explain it. The 
notes will be found not only uſeful, but neceſſary. Refer- 
ences to facts not generally known, or alluſions to the cur- 


rent report or opinion of the day, are in a little time unin- 
telligible. Vet the reader will not find himſelf overloaded 


with explanations, I was not born to be a commentator, 
even upon my own works. „ | 


It remains to ſay a few words upon the liberty of the preſs, 
The daring ſpirit by which theſe letters are ſuppoſed to be 


diſtipguiſhed, ſeems to require, that ſomething ſerious ſhould 


be ſaid in their defence. I am no lawyer by profeſſion, nor 


do ] pretend to be more deeply read than every Engliſh gen- 
tleman ſhould be, in the laws of his country. If, therefore 
the principles I maintain, are truly conſtitutional, I ſhall 


not think myſelf anſwered, though I ſhould be convicted of 


a miſtake in terms, or of miſapplying the language of the law, 
I ſpeak to the plain underſtanding of the people, and appeal 


to their honeſt, liberal con ſtruttion of me. | 
Good men, to whom alone I addreſs myſelf, appear to me 


to conſult their piety as little as their judgment and experi- 
ence, when they admit the great and eſſential advantages ac- 
_ eruing to ſociety from the freedom of the preſs, yet indulge 


themſelves in peeviſh or paſſionate exclamations againſt the 
abuſes of it. Betraying an unreaſonable expectation of benefits 
pure and entire from any human inſtitution, they in effect 


arrafgn the goodneſs of providence, and confeſs that they are 
Aiſatisfied with the common lot of humanity. In the'preſer:t 


inſtance, they really create to their own minds, or greatly 
exaggerate the evil they complain of. The laws of England 
provide as effectually as any human laws can do for the pro- 
tection of the ſubject, in his reputation as well as in his per- 
Ton and property, If the characters of private men are in- 
ſulted or injured, a double remedy is open to them, by action 
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and indifment: If through indolence, falſe ſhame, or indif- 


ference, they will not appeal to the laws of their country. 


they fail in their duty to ſociety, and are unjuſt to themſelves. 


If, from an un warrantable aiſtruſt of the integrity of juries, 


they would wiſh to obtain juſtice by any niode of proceeding 
more ſummary than a trial by their peets, I do not ſcruple to 
affirm, that they are in effe& greater enemies to themſelves 
than to the libeller they proſecute, „ * 

With regard to ſtrictures upon the characters of men in 


office, and the meaſures of government, the caſe is a little 


different. A conſiderable latitude muſt be allowed in the diſ- 


cuſſion of public affairs, or the liberty of the preſs will be of 


no benefit to ſociety, As the indulgence of private malice 
and perſonal ſlander ſhould be checked and reſiſted by every 
legal means, ſo a conſtant examination into the characters and 
conduct of miniſters and magiſtrates ſhould be equally pro- 
moted and encouraged, They, who conceive that our newſ- 


papers are no 1eſtraint upon bad men, or impediment to the 
execution of bad meaſures, know nothing of this country, 
In that ſtate of abandoned ſervility and proſtitution, to which 
the undue influence of the crown has reduced the other 
branches of the legiſlature, our miniſters and magiſtrates have 
in reality little puniſhment to fear, and few difficulties to 


contend with, beyond the cenſure of the preſs, and the ſpirit 
of reſiſtance which it excites among the people. While this 


cenſorial power is maintained, to ſpeak in the words of a moſt 
ingenious foreigner, both miniſter and magiſtrate is compelled 
in almoſt every inſtance, to chooſe between his. duty and his re- 


88 A dilemma, of this kind perpetually before him, 
ill not indeed work a miracle upon fs heart, but it will 
aſſuzedly operate, in ſome degree, upon his conduct. At all 


events, theſe are not times to admit of any relaxation in the 
liitle diſcipline we have left. | eat 
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But it is alledged, that the licentiouſneſs of the preſs is car- 
ried beyond all bounds of decency and truth—that our excel- 


lent miniſters are continually expoſed to the public hatred or 


deriſion: — that, in proſecutions for libels on government, 


Juries are partial to the popular ſide ; —and that, in the moſt 


flagrant caſes, a verditt cannot be obtained for the King. 
If the premiſes were admitted, I ſhould deny the pra, Si 


It is not true, that the temper of the times has in general att 


undue influence over the condutt of juries, On the contrary 
many ſignal inſtances may be produced of verdicts returne 


for the King, When the inclinations of the people led ſtrongly 
to an. undiltinguiſhed oppoſition to government, Witneſs 


the caſes of Mr. Wilkes and Mr. Almon. In the late proſecu- 
tions of the printers of my addreſs to a great perionage, the 


Juries were never fairly dealt with. Lord Chief Juſtice Mangfteld, 


conſcious”; 
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conſcious that the paper in queſtion contained no treaſonable 
or libellous matter, and chat he ſe vereſt parts of it, However 
ainful to the King, or offenſive to his ſervants, were frict- 
+ true, would fain have reſtricted the jury to the finding of 
ſpecial facts, which, as to guilly or not guilty, were merely in- 
different. This particular motive, combined with his general 
Purpoſe to contract the power of juries, will account for the 
Charge he delivered in WWoodfall's trial. 
He told the jury, i in ſo many words, that they had nothing 
to determine, except the fact of printing and publiſhing, and 
whether or no the Blanks or inuendoes were properly filled u 
in the information; but that, whether the defendant had 
committed a crime, or not, was no matter of conſideration to 
twelve men, who yet, upon their oaths, were to pronounce 
their peer guilty or not guilty, When we hear ſuch nonſenſe 
delivered from the bench, and find it ſupported by a laboured 
train of ſophiſtry, which a plain underſtanding is unable to 
follow, and which an unlearned jury, however it may ſhock 
their reaſon, cannot be ſuppoſed quallified to refute, can it 
be wondered that they ſhould return a verdict, perplexcd, 
abſurd, or imperfect? Lord Mansfirld has not yet e x plained 
to the world, why he accepted of a verdi&, which the court 
_ afterwards ſet aſide as illegal; and which, as it took no no- 
tice of the inuendoes, did not even correſpond with his own 
charge. If he had known his duty, he ſhould have ſent the 
Jury back.—l ſpeak adviſedly, and am well aſſured, that rio 
lawyer of character in Weſtminſter-hall will contradict me. 
To ſhow the fal ſhood of Lord Man eld's doctrine, it is not 
; neceſſary to enter into the merits of the paper which pro- 
duced the trial, If every line of it were treaſon, his chartze 
to the jury would ſtill be falſe, abſurd, illegal, and uncon- 
ſtitutional. If I ſtated the merits of my letter to the King, I 
iould imitate Loap MaxsriErp, and * TRAVEL OUT OF Tr 


RECORD, 


* The following quotation from a ſpeech delivered by Lord Chatham on the 
24th of December, 1770, is taken with exactneſs. The reader will find it curious 
in itſe lf, and very fit to be inſerted here, « My Lords, the verdict given in 
'Woodfall's trial, Was guilty of printing and publiſhing « ONLY; upon which, 
two motions were made in court; one, in arrett of judgement, by the defen- 
. dant's counſel, grounded upon the ambiguityof the verdict; the other, bythe 
, counſel, for the crown. for a rule upon the defendant, to ſhow, cauſe why the ver- 

dict ſhould not be entered up according to the legal import of the words. On both 
motions a rule was granted, and ſoon after, the matter was argued before che court 
of King's Bench. The noble judge, when he delivered the opinion of the court . 
upon the verdi& went regularly through the whole of the proceedings at Nifi Prius 
as well as the evidence that had been given, as his own charge to the jury. This 
_ proceeding. would have been very proper, had a moticn been made on either fide 
for a new trial; becauſe either a verdict given contrary to ev dence, or an impro- 
per charge by the judge at Niſi Prius, is held to be a ſufficient ground for gran- 
ting a new trial, Eut when a motion is made in aireſt of judgment, or for 


eſtabliſhing 
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A rcond. Then Vin and reaſon ſpeak plainly, We do not 
want authority io dirett our under ſtandings. Yet, for the 
honour of the profeſſion, I am content to oppole one lawyer 
to another, eſpecially when it happens that the Ring's At- 
totney General has virtually diſclaimed the doctrine by which 
the Chief Juſtice mearit to infure ſucceſs to the proſecution, 
The opinion of the plantiff's tounſel, {however it may be 
otherwiſe inſignificant), is weighty in the ſcale of the defen- 
dant,—My Lord Chief Fuftice de Grey who filed the infor- 
mation ex officio, is directly with me. If he had concurred 
in Lord Mansfiet#'s doctrine, the trial muſt have been a "= 
ſhort one, The facts were either admitted by IVoodfall's en. 
ſel. or eaſily proved to the ſatisfaction of the jury. But 
Mr. de Grey, far from thinking he ſhould __ himſelf of 

| largely, and 1 
confeſs not without ability, into the demerits of the paper, 
which he called à ſeditious libel. He dwelt but lightly upon 


theſe points, which (according to Lord Mansfield) were the 


only matter of confideration to the jury. The criminal intent, 
the libellous matter, the pernicious tendency of the paper 
itſelf, were the topicks on which he principally inſiſted, and 
of which for more than an hour he tortured his faculties t6 


_ convince the jury. If he agreed in opinion with Lord Mans- 


field, his diſcourſe was impertinent, ridiculous, and unreafon- 
able. But, underſtanding the Jaw as I do what he ſaid was at 
leaſt conſiſtent and to the purpoſe. 8 5 

If any honeſt man ſhould ſtill be inclined to leave the 


conſtruction of libels to the court, 1 would intreat him t6 


conſider what a dreadful complication of hardſhips he im- 
poſes upon his fellow ſubjetts.— In the firſt place, the pro- 
ſecution commences by information of an officer of the crown, 
not by the regular conſtitutional mode of indictment before a 


grand jury,—As the fact is uſually admitted, or in general can 


calily be proved. the office of the petty jury is nugatory.— 


The court then jndges of the nature and extent of the offence, 


from a ſmall fine to a heavy one, to repeated w ping, to 
pillory, and unlimited impriſonment. Cutting off ears and 


noſes might ſtill be inflicted by a reſolute judge; but I will be 


and determines ad arbitrium the quantum of the puniſhment, 


eſtabliſhing the verdi& by entering it up according to the legal import of the 


words, it mult be on the ground of ſomething appearing on the face of the recon 


and the court, in couſidering whether the verdict ſhall be eſtabliſhed or not, are ſa 
confined to the recoid, that they cannot take notice ot any thing that does n 
appear on the face of it; in the legal phraſe, they cannot travel out oſ tlie record 
The noble judge did travel out of the record; and I affirm that his diſcourſe was 
irregular, extrajudicial, and unprecedented. His apparent motive for doing what 
he knew to be wrong, was that he might have an oportunity of telling the public 


his charge.“ 


 extrajudicially, that the other three judges concurted in che doctrine laid down in 


candid 
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candid enough to ſuppole that penalties, ſo apparently ſhock- 


= ing to humanity, would not be hazarded in theſe times.—In | 
| N all other criminal proſecutions, the jury decides upon the ſact 
| and the crime in one word; and the court pronounces a certain 
| ſentence which is the ſentence of the law, not of the judge. 
| If Lord Mansfeeld's doctrine be received. the jury muſt either 
| find a verdict of acquittal, contrary to evidence, (Which. I 
| ks can conceive, might be done by very conſcientious men, rather 
| than truſt a fellow-creature to Lord Mansfield's mercy) ; or 
ll they muſt leave to the court two offices, never but in this 
( inſtance united, of finding guilty, and awarding puniſh- 
1 15 p 
if | But, ſays this honeſt Lord Chief Juſtice, © If the paper be 
1 4 not criminal, the defendant (tho' founnd guilty by his peers) 
« is in no danger, for he may move the coutt in arreſt of 
judgment.“ True, my good Lord, but who is to determine 
upon the motion ?P—ls not the court ſtill to deeide, whether 
judgment ſhall be entered up or not? and is not the defendant 
this way as effectually deprived of judgmentby his peers, as if 
he were tried in a court of civil law, or in the chambers of the 
 Inquiktion ? It is you, my Lord, who then try the crime, not 
ll the jury. As to the probable effect of the motion in arreſt of 
= Judgment, I ſhall only obſerve, that no reaſonable man would 
be ſo eager to poſſeſs himſelf of the invidious power of inflitt- 
ll ing puniſhment, if he were not pre- determined to make uſe of it. 
| Again: — We are told that judge and jury have a diſtine- 
office; that the jury is to find the fact, and the judge to 
deliver the law. Dejure reſpondent judices, de facto jurati. The 
dictum is true, though not in the ſenſe given to it by Lord 
Mansfield. The jury are undoubtedly to determine the fact; 
that is. whether the defendant did or did not commit the 
crime charged againſt him. The judge pronounces the ſentence 
annexed by law to that fact ſo PI and. rf, in the courſe 
of the trial, any queſtion, of law ariſes, both the council and 
the jury muſt, of neceſſity, appeal to the judge, and leave it 
to his deciſion. An exception or plea in bar, may be allowed 
by the court; but, when ifſue is joined, and the jury have 
received their charge, it is not poſſible, in the nature of 
things, for them to ſeparate the law from the fact, unleſs they 
think proper to return a ſþeczal verditt. 5 
It has alſo been alledged, that, although a common jury 
I are {ufficient to determine a plain matter of fact. they are not 
l 2 to comprehend the meaning, or to judge of the ten- 
dency of a ſeditious libel, In anſwer to this objection, (Which, 
. well founded, would prove nothing as to the ftrift right of 
returning a general verdict), I might ſafely deny the truth of 
the aſſertion, Engliſhmen of that rank, from which juries are 
uſually taken, are not fo illiterate as {to ſerve a particular pur- 
5 | poſe) 


. 


pole) they are now repreſented, Or, admitting the fact, let 


a ſpecial jury be ſummoned in all caſes of difficulty and im- 


Portance, and the objection is removed. But the truth is, 
that if a paper, ſuppoled to be a libel upon government, be ſo 


obſcurely worded, that twelve common men cannot poſſibly 
ſee the ſeditious meaning and tendency of it, it is in effect no 


libel. It cannot inflame the minds of the people, nor alienate 
their affections from government; for they no more under- 


ſtand what it means, than if it Were publiſhed in a language 


unknown to them, 


Upon the whole matter it appears, to my underſtanding, 
elear beyond a doubt, that if, in any future proſecution for 


a ſeditious libel, the jury ſhould bring in a verdict of acquittal 


not warranted by the evidence, it will be owing to the falſe 


and abſurd dottrines laid down by Lord Mansfield. Diſguſted 


at the odious artifices made uſe of by the judge to miſlead and 
perplex them, guarded againſt his ſophiſtry, and, convinced 
of the falſehood of his aſſertions, they may perhaps determine 
to thwart his deteltable purpoſe, and defeat him at any rate. 
To him at leaſt they will do ſabſtantial juſtice.———W hereas, if 


the whole charge laid in the information, be fairly and ho- 


neſtly ſubmitted to the jury, there is no reaſon whatſoever to 
preſume that twelve men, upon their oaths, will not decide 


Impartially between the King and the Defendant. The nu- 


merous inſtances in our ſtate- trials, of verdicts recovered for 


the King, ſufficiently refute the falſe and jſcandalous imputa- 


tions, thrown by the abettors of Lord Mansfield upon the in- 
tegrity of juries. - But even admitting the ſuppoſition, that in 


times of univerſal diicontent, ariſing from the notorious mal» 


adminiſtration of public affairs, a ſeditious writer ſhould eſcape 
puniſhment, it makes nothing againſt my general argument, 
If juries are fallible, to what other tribunal ſhall we appeal ? 


If juries cannot ſafely be trusted, ſhall we unite the offices 


of judge and jury, fo wiſely divided by the conſtitution, and 
trust implicitely to Lord Mancfield ?—Are the judges of the 
court of King s Bench more likely to be unbialſed and impar- 


tial than twelve yeaman, burgeſſes, or gentlemen, taken in- 


differently from the county at large? —Or, in ſhort, ſhall there 


be no decihion, until we have instituted a tribunal, from which 


no poſſible abuſe or inconvenience What ſoever Can ariſe? 


If 1 am not groſsly miltaxen, theſe. queſtions carry a decifive 


anſwer along with them. SE Soni 
Having cleared the freedom of the preſs from à reſtraint 
equally unneceitary and illegal, | return to the ule which has 


been made of it in the preſent publication. 

National reflections, I confeſs are not juſtified in theory, 
nor upon any general principles. To know how well they 
are deſer ved, and how justly they have been applied, we 

must 
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must have the evidence of facts before us. We must be con- 


verſant with the Scots in private life, and obſerve their prin. 
eiples of acting to us, and to each other: the characteristick 


prudlence, the ſelfiſh nationality, the indefatigable ſmile, the 


perſevering aſſiduity, the everlasting profeſſiion of a diſcreet 


hd moderate reſentment.— If the instance were not too im- 
Portant for an experiment, it might not be amiſs to confide a 


little in their integrity, - Without any abstract reaſoning upon 


cauſes and effects, we ſhall ſoon be convinced by experience, 


that the Scots, tranſplanted from their own country, are always 
a distinct and ſeparate body from the people who feceive 
them. In other ſettlements, they only love themſelves; in 


England, they cordially love themſelves. and as cordially hate 
their neighbours, For the remainder of their good qualities, 


I must appeal to the reader's obſervation, unleſs he will ac- 


cept of My Lord Barrington's authority in a letter to the late 
| Lord Melcombe, publiſhed by Mr. Lee, he expreſſes himſelf 
with a truth and accuracy not very common in his lordſhip's 
lucubrations.— And Cockburn, {ike moſt of his countrymen, is 


* as abjett to thoſe above him, as he is inſolent to thoſe below 


% him. -I am far from meaning to impeach the articles of 


the union, If the true fpirit of thoſe articles were religiouſly 
zdhered to, we ſhould not ſee ſuch a multitude of Scotch 
commoners in the lower houſe, as repreſentatives of Engliſh 
boroughs, while not a ſingle Scotch borough is ever repre- 


ſented by an Enliſhman. We ſhould not ſee Engliſh peer- 


ages given to Scotch Ladies, or to the elder ſons of Scotch 


a | a andthe number of iæteen doubled and trebled by a ſcan- 
dalous evaſion of the act of union. —If it ſhould ever be 


thought adviſable to diſſolve an act, the violation orobſervance 
of which is invariably directed by the advantage and interest 


of the Scots, 1 ſhall ſay very fincerely with Sir Edward 
Coke, ++ When poor England stood alone, and had not the 
, acceſs of another kingdom, and yet had more and as potent 


enemies as it now hath, yet the King of England prevailed,” 

Some opinion may now be expetted from me upon a point 
of equal delicacy to the writer, and hazard to the printer. 
When the character of the chief magistrate is in question, more 


must be understood, than may be ſafely expreſſed. If it be 
really a part of our constitution, and not a metre dictum of the 

law, that the King can do no wrong, it is not the only instance. 
in the wiſest of human institutions, where theory is at va- 
riance with practice.— That the ſovereign of this country is 


not amenable to any form of trial known to the laws, is un- 
questionable. But exemption from puniſhment is a ſingular 


Privilege arinexed to the royal character, and no way excludes 


4 Parliamentary Hiſtory, V. vii. p. 400. 5 
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the poſſibility of deſerving it. How Tony arid to what extent: 
a King of Enylaiid may be protefted by the forms, When he 
violates the ſpirit of the consitution, deſerves to be coofidered; 
A mistake in this matter proved fatal to 'Chartes and his ſons. 
For my own part, far from thinking that the King can du 
no wrong, far from ſuffering myſelf to be deterred or impoſed 
upon by the language of forms in oppoſition to the ſubstantial 


ployed in one baſe, contemptible struggle with the free ſpirit 
of his people, or in the detestable endeavour to corrupt their 


moral principles, I would not feruple to declare fo him, 


Sir. You alone are the author of the greatest wrong to your 
% ſubje&s and to yourſelf, Instead of reigning in the hearts 


of your people, instead of commanding their lives and for- 


6 tunes through the medium of their affections; has not the 


strength of the Crown, whether influence or prerogative, 
: been uniformly exerted, for eleven years together, to fup- 


6: port a narrow, pitiful ſystem of government, which defeats 
6 itſelf, atid anſwers no otie purpote of real power, profit or 
&« perſonal ſatisfaction to You ?—With the greatest unappro- 
6 8 revenue of any prince in Europe, have ve not ſeen 
10 


ou reduced to ſuch vile and ſordid distreſſes, as would 


& have conducted any other man to a priſon? With a grent 


„ military, and the greatest naval power in the known World, 
have not foreign nations repeatedly inſulted You with impu- 
& nity As it not notorious, that the vast revenues extorted 


6 


* from the labour and industry of your 'ſubje&ts, and given 


'& You to do honour to Yourſelf and to the nation, are diffi- 


© pated in corrupting their repreſentatives ?—Are you aprinte 
& of the houle of Hanover, and do You exclude all the lead- 
ing Whig families from your councils ? Do you profels to 
govern according to Law; and is it confistent with that 
e profeſſion, to impart your confidence and affection to thoſe 
„ men only, who, though now perhaps detached from the 


6 deſperate cauſe of the Pretender, are marked in this'coutt- 
„ try by an heriditery attachment to high and arbitrary pritt- | 
ciples of government ?—Are you {o infatuated as to take 


the ſenſe of your people ſrom the reprefentation'of minif. 
ters, or from the ſhouts of a mob, notoriouſly hired to ſur- 
© round your coach, or ſtationed ata theatre P And if you are 
* in reality, that public man, that King, that Magiſtrate, which 


moured ;—that to one lady You are faithful ;—that to your 
& children vou arc indulgent ?--Sir, the man who addreſſes 
5+ you in theſe terms, is your beſt friend, He would willingly 
% hezard his life in defence of your title to the Crown; and, if 


«« power 


evidence of truth. if it were thy misfortune to live under 
the inauſpicious reign of a Prince, whofe whole life was em- 


theſe queſtions ſuppoſe you to be, is it any anſwer to your 
people to ſay, That among your domeſtics, youare good hu- 
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6 FIT be your object, would ſtill ſhow You how poſſible it is 
« for a King of England by the nobleſt means to be the moſt 
e abſolute Prince in Europe, You have no enemies, Sir, but 
© thoſe who perſuade You to aim at power without right, 
e and who think it flattery to tell You, that the character 

of King diflolves the natural oy between guilt and pu- 


| 40 niſhment.“ 


I cannot conceive that there is a haart ſo callous, or an 


Aden ning ſo depraved, as to attend to a diſcourſe of this 


nature, and not to feel the force of it. But where is the man, 
among thoſe who have acceſs to the cloſet, reſolute aad honeſt 


enough to deliver it? The liberty of the preſs is our only 


reſource, It will command an audience, when every honeſt 
man in the kingdom is excluded. This glorious privilege 


may be a ſecurity to the king, as well as reſource to his people. 
Had there been no ſtar-chamber, there would have been no 


rebellion againſt Charles the Firſt, The conſtant cenſure and 
admonition of the preſs would have corrected his conduct, 
prevented a civil war, and ſaved him from an ignominious 


death.— 1 am no friend to the doctrine of precedents, exclu- 


five of right; though lawyers often tell us, that whatever 


has been once done, may lawfully be done again. 


I ſhall conclude this preface, with a quotation, applicable to 


the ſubject, from a foreign writer*, whoſe eſſay on the Engliſh 


conſtitution I beg leave to recommend to the public, 3 as a pers 


Formance deep, ſolid, and ingenious, 


“In ſhort, whoever conſiders what it is that constitutes the 

4% moving principle of what we call great affairs, and the in- 
nſibility of man to the opinion{of his fellow-crea- 

46 tures will not heſitate to affirm, that if it were poſſible for 


the liberty of the preſs to exiſt in a deſpotic government, 
and (what is not leſs difficult) for it to exifl without chang. 


ing theconſtitution; this liberty of the preſs would alone 
form acounterpoiſe to the power of the Prince. If, for exam- 
ple, in an empire of the Eaſt, a ſanctuary could be found, 

<6 which, rendered reſpectable by the ancient religion of the 
0 people, might infure ſafety to thoſe who ſhould bring 
„ thither their obſervations of any kind; and that, from 
« thence, printed papers, ſhould ilſue, which, under a cer- 
« tain ſeal, might be equally reſpetted ; and which, in their 
% daily appearance ſhould examine and freely diſculs the con- 
« duct of the Cadis, the Baſhaws, the Vizir, the Divan, and 
« the Sultan himſelf; that would introduce unmediate! iy lome 


i degree of liberty.“ 


* Menſicur de Lolme, 
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HE ſubmiſſion of a free people to the executive autho- 
| rity of government, is no more than a compliance with, 
laws, which they themlelves have enacted. While the na- 


tional honour is firmly maintained abroad, and while jultice 


is impartially adminiſtered at home, the obedience of the 


ſabje& will be voluntary, cheerful, and I might almoſt ſay, 


unlimited. A generous nation is grateful, even for the pre- 
ſervation of its rights, and willingly extends the reſpett due 
to the Office of a good prince into an affection for his perſon. 
Loyalty in the heart and underſtanding of an Engliſhman, 
is a rational attachment to the guardian of the laws, Preju- 
dices and paſſion have ſometimes carried 1t to a criminal 
length ; and, whatever foreigners may imagine, we know 
that Engliſhmen have erred as much in a miſtaken zeal for 
particular perſons and families, as they ever did in defence 
of what they thought moſt dear and intereſting to themſelves, 


It naturally fills us with reſentment, to ſee ſuch a temper 


inſulted and abuſed ; In reading the hiſtory of a free people, 


whoſe rights have been iuvaded, we are intereſtcd in their 


cauſe, Our own feelings tell us how long they.ought to have 
ſubmitted, and at what moment it would have been treachery 


to themſelves not to have reliſted. How much warmer will 


be our reſentments. if experience ſhould bring the fatal 
example home to ourſelves! 85 . 
The ſituation of this country is alarming enough t) iouſe 


the attention of every man who pretends to a concern for the 


public welfare, Appearances juſtify ſuſpicion ; and when 


the ſafety of a nation is at ſtake, ſuſpicion is a jult ground of 


inquiry, Let us enter into it with candour and decency, 
| ReſpeRt is due to the ſtation of miniſters ; and, if a reſolution 


muſt | 
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mult at laſt be taken, there is none fo likely to be ſupported 
with firmneſs, as that which has been adopted with modera- 
tion. e 5 | | 0 
The ruin or proſperity of a ſtate depends ſo much upon the 
adminiſtration of its government, that, to be acquainted with 
the merit of a ws nn? we need only obſerve the'condition 
of the people. If we ſee them obedient to the laws, proſper- 
ous in their induſtry, united at home, and reſpected abroad, 
we may reaſonably preſume, that their affairs are conducted 
by men of experience, abilities and virtue. If, on the con- 
trary, we ſee an univerſal ſpirit of diſtruſt and diſatisfaction, 
a rapid decay of trade, diſſentions in all parts of the empire, 
and a total loſs of reſpect in the eyes of foreign powers, we 
may pronounce, without heſitation, that the government of 
that country is weak, diſtratted, and corrupt. The multi- 
tude, in all countries, are patient to a certain point. Ill uſage 
may rouſe their indignation, and hurry them into exceſles ; 
but the original fault is in government. Perhaps there never 
Vas an inftance of a change, in the circumſtances and temper 
of a whole nation, ſo ſudden and extraordinary as that which 
the miſconduct of miniſters has, within theſe few years, 
produced in Great Britain. When our gracious ſovereign 
aſcended the throne, we were a flouriſhing and a contented 
zeople. If the PI virtues of a King could have in- 
tured the happinels of his ſubje&s, the ſcene could not have 
altered ſo entirely as it has done. The idca of uniting all 


parties, of trying all characters, and diſtributing the offices 


of ſtate by rotation, was gracious and benevolent to an ex- 
treme, though it has not yet produced the many ſalutary effects 
which were intended by it. To lay nothing of the wiſdom 
of ſuch a plan, it undoubtedly aroſe from an unbounded good- 
*/ » - aid os; ot [ a 1 of ASS & Bo 8 | . 
neſs of heart, in which folly had no ſhare, It was not a 
capricious partiality to new faces ;—it was not i 
for low intrigue z—nor was it the treacherous amuſement of 
double and triple I No, Sir; it aroſe from a 
continued anxiety, in the pureſt of all poſſible hearts, for the 
general welfare. Unfortunately for us, the erent has not 
been anſwerable to the delign. After a rapid ſucceſſion of 
changes, we are reduced to that state, which hardly any 


change can mend, Vet, there is no extremity of diſtreſs, which 


of itſelf, ought to reduce a great nation to deſpair, It is not the 
| diſorder, but the phyſician ; it is not a caſual concurrence of 


calamitous circumstances; it is the pernicious hand of govern- 


ment, which alone can make a whole people deſperate. 
Without much political ſagacity, or any extraordinary depth 
of obſervation, we need only mark how the principle depart- 


— » + » * 


the true cauſe of every miſchief that befals us. 
- 6 The 


ments of the state are bestowed, and look no farther” for 
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The finances of a nation, ſinking under its debts and ex- 
pences, are committed to a young nobleman. already ruined. 
by play. Introduced to act under the auſpices of Lord Chatham 
and left at the head of affairs by that nobleman's retreat, he 
became miniſter by accident: but deſerting the principles 
and profeſſions which gave him a moment's popularity, we 
ſee him, from every honourable engagement to the public, an 
apoſtate by deſign. As for buſineſs, the world yet knows no- 
thing of his talents or reſolution; unleſs a wayward, waver- 
ing inconſiſtency be a mark of genius, and caprice a demon- 
{tration of ſpirit. It may be ſaid, perhaps, that it is his Grace's 
province, as ſurely it is his paſſion, rather to diſtribute than 


to lave the 28 money; and that while Lord North is 


Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Firſt Lord of the Treaſury | 
may be as thoughtleſs and extravagant as he pleaſes, I hope, 
however, he will not rely too much on the fertility of Lord 
North's genius for finance. His lordſhip is yet to give us the 


firſt proof of his abilities : It may be candid to ſuppoſe, that 
he has hitherto voluntarily concealed his talents; intend- 


ing, perhaps, to aſtoniſh the world when we leaſt expect it, 
with a knowledge of trade, a choice of expedients, and a 
depth of reſources, equal to the neceſſities, and far beyond the 
hopes of his country, He mult now exert the whole power 


of his capacity, if he would wiſh us to forget, that ſince he 
has been in office, no plan has been formed, no ſyſtem ad- 


hered to, nor any oneimportant meaſure adopted for the relief 
of public credit, If his plan for the ſervice of the current 
year be not irrecoverably fixed on, let me warn him to Kiek 
ſeriouſly of conſequences, before he ventures to increaſe the 
public debt. Outraged and oppreſſed as we are, this nation 
will not bear, after a {ix years peace, to ſee new millions bor- 


rowed, without an eventual diminution of debt, or reduction 


of intereſt. The attempt might rouſe a ſpirit of reſentment, 
which might reach beyond the ſacrifice of a miniſter. As to 
the debt upon the civil liſt, the people of England expett that 
it will not be paid without a ſtrict inquiry how it was incur- 
red. If it muſt be paid by parliament, let me adviſe the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to think of ſome better ex- 
pedient than a lottery. To ſupport an expenſive war, or in 
circumſtances of abſolute neceſſity, a lottery may perhaps be 
allowable ; but beſides that it 1s at all times the very worlt 


The Duke of Grafton took the office of Sectetary of State, with an engage- 
ment to ſupport the marquis of Rockingham's adminiſtration. He reſigned how= 
ever in a little time, uuder pretence that he could not act wi hout Lord Chatham, 
nor bear to ſee Mr. Wilkes abandoned; but that under Lord Chatham, he would 
act in any office. This was the ſignal of Lord Rockingham's diſmiſſion. When 


Lord Chatham came in, the Duke got poſſeſſion of the Treaſury, Reader mark | 


the conſequence | 
way 
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way of raiſing money upon the people, I think it ill becomes 


the royal dignity to have the debts of a King provided for, 


like the repairs of a country bridge, or a decayed hoſpital, The 
management of the King's affairs in the Houſe of Commons 
cannot be more diſgraced than it has been. + A leading miniſter 
repeatedly called down for abſolute ignorance;—ridiculous 
motions ridiculouſly withdrawn ;—deliberate plans diſcon- 


ceried, and a week's preparation of graceful oratory loſt in 


a moment, give us ſome, though not adequate idea, of Lord 
North's parliamentary abilities and influence. Yet, before 
he had the misfortune of being Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
he was neither an objeect of deriſion to his enemies, nor of 


melancholy pity to his friends, 


A ſeries of inconſiſtent meaſures has alienated the colonies 
from their duty as ſubjects, and from their natural affection to 


their common country. When Mr Grenville was placed at 


the head of the Treaſury, he felt the impoſſibility of Great 
Britain's ſupporting ſuch an eſtabliſhment as her former ſuc. 


ceſſes had made indiſpenſible and at the ſame time of giving 
any ſenſible relief to foreign trade, and to the weight of the 


public debt. He thought it equitable that thoſe parts of the 


empire, which had benefited moſt by the expences of the 


war, ſhould contribute ſomething to the expences of the 
peace, and he had no doubt of the conſtitutional right veſted. 
in parliament to raiſe the contribution, But, unfortunately 
for his country, Mr, Grenville was at any rate to be diſtreſſed, 
becauſe he was miniſter, and Mr. Pitt and Lord Camden, 


| were tobe theJpatrons of America becauſe they were in oppo- 
 fition, Their declaration gave ſpirit and argument to the co- 


lonies ; and while perhaps, they meant no more than the ruin 


of a minilter, they in effect divided the one half of the empire 
from the other, * 7; 


Under one adminiſtration the ſtamp- act is made; under the 


ſecond it is repealed ; under the third, in ſpite of all experience 
a new mode of taxing the colonies is invented, and a quel- 


tion revived which ought to have been buried in oblivion. 
In theſe circumitances a new office is eſtabliſhed for the buſi. 


neſs of the plantations, and tne Earl of Hilſborough called 


forth, at a moſt critical ſeaſon, to govern America. The 


choice at leaſt announced to us a man of ſuperior capacity and 
knowledge. Whether he be ſo or not, let his diſpatches, as far 


as they have appeared, Jet his meaſures, as far as they have 
operated, determine for him, In the former, we have ſeen 
ſtrong aſſertions without proof, declamations without argu- 


+ This happened frequently to poor Lord North, 


t vet jun ius has been called the partiſan of Lord Chatham. 
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Err bow 


Www 6 &@t OT ww Od 


1 


1 


. 1 


o %YF %E 


OF JUNIUS, &c, yp 


ment, and violent cenſure without dignity or moderation; but 


neither correctneſs in the compoſition, nor judgement in the 
deſign. As for his meaſures, let it be remembered, that he 
was called upon to conciliate and unite;—and that, when he 
entered into office, the moſt refraftory of the colonies were 
{ill diſpoſed to proceed by the conſtitutional methods of pe- 
tition and remonſtrance, Since that period they have been 
driven into exceſſes little ſhort of rebellion. Petitions have 
been hindered from reaching the throne; and the continuance 
of one of the principal aſſemblies reſted upon an arbitra 
condition +; which, conſidering the temper they were in, it 
was impoſſible they ſhould comply with, and which would 
have availed nothing as to the general queſtion, if it had been 
complied with. - So violent, and I believe I may call it ſo 
unconſtitutional,an exertion of the prerogative, to ſay nothing 
of the weak injudicious terms in which it was conveyed, 
gives us as humble an opinion of his lordſhip's capacity as 
it dees of his temper and moderation, —— While we are at 
peace with other nations, our military force may perhaps be 


ſpared to ſupport the Earl of Hilliborough's meaſures in Ameri- 


ca. Whenever that force ſhall be neceſſarily withdrawn or di- 
miniſhed, the diſmiſſion of ſuch æminiſter will neither conſole 
us for his imprudence, nor remove the ſettled reſentment of a 
people, who, complaining of an act of the legiſlature, are out- 
raged by an unwarrantable ſtretch of prerogative, and, ſup- 
porting their claims by argument, are inſulted with decla- 
mation. EEE L- 5 -_ 
Drawing lots would be a prudent and reaſonable method of 
appointing the officers of ſtate, compared to a late diſpoſition 
of the ſecretary's office. Lord Rochford was acquainted with 
the affairs and temper of the ſouthern courts; Lord Wey- 
mouth was equally qualified for either department}. By what 
unaccountable caprice has it happened, that the latter, who 
pretends to no experience whatſoever, is removed to themoſt 
important of the two departments, and the former by pre- 
ference placed in an office where his experience can be 
of no uſe to him? Lord Weymouth had diſtinguiſh- 
ed himſelf in his firſt employment by a ſpirited if not- 
judicious conduR, He had animated the civil magiſtrate beyond 
the tone of civil authority, and had directed the operations 
of the army to more than military execution, Recovered from 
the errors of his youth, from the diſtraction of play, and the 
bewitching ſmiles of Burgundy, behold him exerting the whole 
ſtrength of his clear, unclouded faculties, in the ſervice of 
the crown, It was not the heat of midnight exceſles, nor ig- 
+ That they ſhould retract one of their reſolutions, and eraſe the entry of it. 
It was pretended, that the Earl of Rochford, while ambſſador in France, 
had quarrelled with the Duke of Choiſeuil ; and that therefore he was appointed 
wo the Northern department, out of compliment to the French miniſter 
| | NL Nnorance 
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noranee of the laws, nor the furious ſpirit ef the houſe of 
Bedford; No, Sir, when this reſpectable miniſter interpoled 
his autharity between the magiſtrate and the people, and 
ſigned the mandate on which, for aught he knew, the lives 
of thouſands depended, he did it from the deliberate mo- 
tion ofghis heart ſupported by the beſt of his judgment. 

It has lately been a faſhion to pay a compliment to the 
bravery and generoſity of the commander in chief, + at the 
expence of his underſtanding. They who love him leaſt 
make no queſtion of his courage, while his friends dwell 
_ chiefly on the facility of his diſpoſition, Admitting him to 
be as brave as a total abſence of all feeling and reflection can 
make him, let us ſee what ſort of merit he derives from the 
remainder of his character. If it be generoſity to accumu- 
late in his own perſon and family a number of lucrative em- 
ployments; to provide, at the publie expence, for every 
creature that bears the name of Manners; and, neglecting the 
merit and ſervices of the reſt of the army, to heap promotions 
upon his favourites and dependents; the preſent commander 
in chief is the moſt generous man al ive. Nature has been 
Iparing of her gifts to this noble lord; but where birth and 
fortune are united, we expect the noble pride and indepen- 
dence of a man of ſpirit, not the ſervile humiliating complai- 
Hance of a courtier : As to the goodneſs of his heart, if a proof 
of it be taken from the facility of never refuſing, what con- 


cluſion ſhall we draw from the indecency of never perfor- 


| aer ? And if the diſcipline of the army be in any degree 
preſerved, what thanks are due to a man, whole cares, noto- 
riouſly confined to filling up vacaneies, have degraded 
the office of commander in chief inta a broker of com- 
miſſions? 3 e 


With reſpect to the navy, I ſhall only ſay, that this coun- 


8 try is ſo highly indebted to Sir Edward Hawke, that no ex- 


pence ſhould be ſpared to ſecure to him an honorable and af. 
fluent retreat. 1 


The pure and impartial adminiftration of juſtice is perhaps 


the firmeſt bond to ſecure a chearful ſubmiſſion of the people, 


and to engage their affections to government, It is not ſuffici- 
ent that queſtions of private right or wrong are jultly decided, 


nor that judges are ſuperior to the vileneſs of pecuniary cor- 
ruption. Jefferies himſelf, when the court had no intereſt, 
Was an upright judge. A court of juſtice may be ſubjett to 
anotheriort of bias more important and pernicious, as it reaches 


beyond the intereſt of individuals, and affects the whole com- 


munity, A judge under the influence of government, may 


+ The late Lord Granby, 


be 


but death. 
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be honeſt enough in the deciſion of private cauſes, yet a traitor 
to the publick. When a victim is marked out by the miniſtry, 


this judge will offer himſelf to perform the ſacrifice. He 


will not ſcruple to proſtitute his dignity, and betray the 
ſanctity of his office, whenever an arbitrary point is to 
be carried for government, or the reſentment of a court 
to be gratied, 5 33 | 
Theſe principles and proceedings, odious and contemptible 
as they are, in effect are no leſs injudicious, A wile and ge- 
nerous people are rouſed by every appearance of oppreſſi ve, 


unconſtitutional meaſures, whether thoſe meaſures are ſup- 


ported only by the power of government, or maſked under the 


forms of a court of juſtice, Prudence and lelf-preſervation will 


oblige the moſt moderate diſpoſitions to make common cauſe, 
even with a man whoſe conduct they cenſure, if they ſee him 
erſecuted in a way which the real ſpirit of the laws will not 
juſtify. The facts on which theſe remarks are founded, are too 
notorious to require an application. LE et 
This, Sir, is the detail, In one view, behold a nation 
overwhelmed with debt; her revenues waſted; her trade 
declining ; the affections of her colomes alienated ; the duty 
of the magiſtrate transferred to the ſoldiery ; a gallant army, 
which never fought unwillingly but againſt their fellow- 
ſubjects, mouldering away for want of the direction of a man 
of common abilities and ſpirit, and in the laſt inſtance, the ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice become odious and ſuſpected to the 
whole body of the people. This deplorable ſcene admits of but 
one addition—that we are governed by counſels, from which 
a reaſonable man can expect no remedy but poiſon, — no relief 
If, by the immediate interpoſition of Providence, it were 
poſſible for us to eſcape a criſis ſo full of terror and deſpair, 


poſterity will not believe the hiſtory of the preſent times, They 


will either conclude that our diſtreſſes were imaginary, or that 
we had the good fortune to be governed by men of acknowledg- 


ed integrity and wiſdom : they will not believe it poſlible, that 


their anceſtors could have ſurvived or recovered from ſo 
deſperate a condition, while a Duke of Grafton was Prime mi- 
niſter, a Lord North Chancellor of the Exchequer, a Wey- 
mouth and a Hillſborough Secretaries of State, a Granby 


Commander in Chief, and a Mansfield Chief Criminal Judge of 


the kingdom, 
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LETTER II. 
TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 


an,, eee Jan. 26, 1769. 
IHE kingdom ſwarms with ſuch numbers of felonious 
| robbers of 1 character and virtue, that no honeſt 

a 


or good man is ſafe; eſpecially as theſe cowardly, baſe aſ- 


ſaſſins ſtab in the dark, without having the courage to ſign 


their real names to their malevolent and wicked productions. 


A writer who ſigns himſelf Junius, in the Public Advertiſer 


of the 21ſt inſtant, opens the deplorable fituation of his coun- 


try in a very affecting manner; with a pompous parade of his 


candour and decency, he tells us, that we ſee diſſentions in 


all parts of the empire, an univerſal ſpirit of diſtruſt and diſ- 
ſatisfaction, and a total loſs of reſpe& towards us in the eyes 
of foreign powers, But this writer, with all his boaſted can- 

dour, has not told us the real cauſe of the evils he ſo patheti- 
_ cally enumerates, I ſhall take the liberty to explain the cauſe 
or him, Junius and ſuch writers as himſelf occaſion all the 
_ miſchief complained of, by falſely and maliciouſly traducing 


the beſt characters in the kingdom. For when our deluded 
people at home, and foreigners abroad, read the poiſonous 
and inflammatory libels that are daily publiſhed with impu- 
nity, to vilify thoſe who are any way diſtinguiſhed by their 
good qualities, and eminent virtues; when they find no notice 
taken of, or reply given to theſe ſlanderous tongues and pens, 
their concluſion is, that both the miniſters and the nation 
have been fairly deſcribed; and they act accordingly. I think 
it therefore the duty of every good citizen to ſtand forth, and 


endeavour to undeceive the public, when the vileſt arts are 


made uſe of to defame and blacken the brighteſt characters 
among us. An eminent author affirms it to be almoſt as cri- 
minal to hear a worthy man traduced, without attempting 
his juſtification, as to be the author of the calumny againſt 


Kim, For my own part, I think it a ſort of miſpriſion of 


treaſon againſt ſociety. No man, therefore, who knows Lord 


Granby, can poſſibly hear ſo good and great a character moſt 


vilely abuſed, without a warm and juſt indignation againſt this 


Junius, this high-prieſt of envy, malice, and all uncharita- 
| þleneſs. who has endeavoured to ſacrifice our beloved com- 
manger in chief at the altars of his horrid deities. Nor is 


the injury done to his lordſhip alone, but to the whole na- 


tion, which may too ſoon feel the contempt, and conſequently 


the attacks of our late enemies, if they can be induced to be- 


lieve that the perſon, on whom the ſafety of theſe kingdoms 
ſo much depends, is unequal to his high ſtation, and deſtitute 


of thoſe qualities which form a good general, One wouldhave 
| „„ . 5 thought 
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thought that his lordſhip's ſervices in the cauſe of his country? 
from the battle of Culloden to his moſt glorious concluſion of 
the late war, might have intitled him to common reſpect and 
decency at leaſt ; but this uncandid, indecent writer has gone 
ſo far as to turn one of the moſt amiable men of the age into 
a ſtupid, unfeeling, and ſenſeleſs being, poſſeſſed indeed of 
a perlonal courage, but void of thoſe eſſential qualities which 
diſtinguiſh the commander from the common ſoldier, ' 
A very long, uninterrupted, impartial, I will add, a moſt 
difintereſted friendſhip: with Lord Granby, gives me the right 
to affirm, that all Junius's aſſertions are falſe and ſcandalous: 
Lord Granby's courage, though of the brighteſt and moſt ar- 
dent kind, is among the lowelt of his good qualities; he was 
formed to excel in war by nature's liberality to his mind as well 
as perſon. Educated and inſtructed by his moſt noble father, 
and a moſt ſpirited as well as excellent ſcholar, the preſent 
Biſhop of Bangor, he was trained to the niceſt ſenſe of ho- 
nour, and to the trueſt and nobleſt ſort of pride, that of neyer 
doing or ſuffering a mean action. A ſincere love and attach- 
ment to his king and country, and to their glory, first impelled 
him to the field, where he never gained aught but honour. 
He impaired, through his bounty, his own B for his 
bounty, which this writer would in vain depreciate, is found- 
ed upon the nobleſt of the human affeftions; it flows from a 
heart melting to goodneſs, from the most refined humanity. 
Can a man, who is deſcribed as unfeeling and void of reflec- 
tion, be conſtantly employed in ſeeking proper objects on 
whom to exerciſe thoſe glorious virtues of compaſſion and ge- 
neroſity? The diſtreſſed officer, the ſoldier, the widow, the 
orphan, and a long liſt beſides, know that vanity has no ſhare 
in his frequent donations ; he gives becauſe he feels their diſ- 
treſſes. Nor has he ever been rapacious with one hand, to 
be bountiful with the other: yet this uncandid Junius would 
infinuate, that the dignity of the commander in chief is de- 
praved into the bale office of a commiſſion- broker; that is, 
Lord Granby bargains for the ſale of commiſſions; for it muſt 
have this meaning, if it has any at all. But where is the man 
living who can juſtly charge his Jordſhip with ſuch mean prac- 
tices ? Why does not Junius produce him? Junius knows that 
he has no other means of wounding this hero, than from ſome 
miſſile weapon, ſhot from an obſcure corner: He ſeeks as all 
defamatory writers do, 5 | | POE 


——ſpargere voces 
In vulgum ambiguas ——o— 


to raiſe a ſuſpicion in the minds of the people, But I hope 
that my countrymen will be no longer impoſed upon by artful 
and deſigning men, or by wretches, who, bankrupts in buſis 

3 na ....vcls, 


neſs, in fame, and in fortune, mean nothing more than to 
involve this country in the fame. eommon ruin with them- 
felves. Hence it is, that they are conſtantly aiming their dark 
and too often fatal weapons againſt thoſe who ſtand forth as 
the bulwark of our national ſafety, Lord Granby was too 
conſpicuous a mark not to be their object. He is next attack- 
ed for being unfaithful to his promiſes and engagements : 
Where are Junius's proofs? Although 1 could give ſome in- 
Rances where a breach of promiſe would be a virtue, eſpecially 
in the caſe of thoſe, who would pervert the open, unſuſpecting 
moments of convivial mirth, into fly'infidious applications for 
preferment or party ſyſtems, and would endeavour to furpriſe 
a good man, who cannot bear to ſee any one leave him dil. 
fatisfied, into unguarded. premiſes. Lord Granby's attention 
to his on family and relations is called felfiſh. Had he not 
attended to them when fair and juſt opportunities preſented 
themſclves, I ſneuld have thought him unfeeling, and void 
of reflection indeed. How are any man's friends or relations 
to be provided for, but from the influence and protection 
of the patron? It is unfair to ſuppoſe that Lord Granby's 
Friends have not as much merit as the friends of any other 
great man: If he is generous at the public expence, as Junius 
invidiouſly calls it, the public is at no more expence for his 
loidſhip's friends than it would be if any other fet of men 
poſſeſſed thoſe offices. The charge is ridiculous? 
The laſt charge againſt Lord Granby is of a moſt ferious and 
alarming nature indeed, Junius afſerts, that the army is 
mouldering away for want of the direction of a man of com- 
mon abilities and ſpirit. The prefent condition of the army 
gives the directeſt lie to his aflertions. It was never upon a 
more reſpectable footing with regard to diſcipline, and all the 
sz ſſentials that can form good ſoldiers. Lord Ligonier delivered 
a firm and noble palladium of our ſafeties into Lord Granby's 
hands, who has kept it in the ſame good order in which he 
received it. The ſtricteſt care has been taken to fill up the 
vacant commiſſions, with fuch gentlemen as have the glory 
of their anceſtors to ſupport, as well as their own, and are 
doubly bound to the cauſe of their king and country, from 
motives of private property, as well as public ſpirit, The 
adjutant general, who has the immediate care of the ttoops 
after Lord Granby, is an officer that v ould do great honour 
to any ſervice in Europe, for his corte arrangements, good 
fenſe and diſcernment upon all occaſions, and for a punttuality 
and preciſion which give the moſt entire ſatisfaction to all 


who are obliged to conſult him. The reviewing generals, 


Who inſpect the army twice a year, have been ſelected with 
the greateſt. care, and have anſwered the important truſt re- 


poled in them in the moll laudable manner, Their 9 
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of the condition of the atmy ate müch more to be cfedited 
than thoſe of Junius, whom I do adviſe to atdiie for his ſhame- 
ful afperſions, by afkitig pardon of Lord Granby and the whole 
kingdom, whom he has offended by his abofminable ſcandals 

In ſhort, to turn Junius's on battery againſt him, I mu 

affert in his 6wfi words, * that he has given ſtrong aſſertions 
without proof, declamation without argutnent, and violent 


WILLIAM DRAPER. 


CETTER ITE. --. 
TO SIR WILLIAM DRAPER, NICHT Of THE BATH. 
„„ 2 257 175 Feb, 7, 1769. 
\ 7 OUR defence of Lord Granby does honour to the good- 
neſs of your heart, You feel as you oughlit te do, for 
the reputation of your friend, and you expreſs yourſelf in the 
warmeſt language of your paſſions. In any other eaufe, I doubt 
not you would have cautiously weighed the conſequences of 
committing your name to the licentious diſcoutſes and malig- 


nant opinions of the world. But here, I preſume you thought 


it would be a breach of friendſhip to loſe one moment itt con- 
ſulting your underſtanding ; as if an appeal to ths ptiblic were 
no more than a military coup de main, where a brave mart has 
no rules to follow but the difates of his courage. Touched 
with your generoſity, I freely forgive the exceſſes into which 
it has led you; and, far from reſenting thoſe terms of reproach, 
which, conſidering that you are an advocate for decorum, 
you have heaped upon me rather too liberally, I place them 
to the account of an honeſt unrefle&ing indignation, in which 
your cooler judgment and natural politeneſs had no concerns 
I approve of the ſpirit with which you have given your name 
to the public; and, if it were a proof of any thing but ſpirit, 
1 ſhould have thought myſelf bound to follow your example. 
I ſhould have hoped that even my name might have cartied 
ſome authority with it, if I had not ſeen how very little weight 
or conſideration a printed paper receives even from the re- 
ſpe ctable ſignature of Sir William Draper. 5 
You begin with a general aſſertion, that writers, ſuch as I 
am, are the real cauſe of all the publie evils we complain of. 
And do you really think, Sir William, that the licentious 
pen of a political writer 1s able to produce ſuch important 
effects? A little calm reflection might have ſhown you that 
national calamities do not arife from the deſcription, but from 
the real character and conduct of Miniſters, To have ſup- 
ported your allertion, you ſhould have proved that the prefent 
| es miniſtry | 
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miniſtry are unqueſtionably the beſt and brighteſt characters in 
the kingdom; and that, if the affections of the colonies have 
been alienated, if Corſica has been ſhamefully abandoned, if 
commerce languiſhes, if public credit is threatened with a 


new debt, and your own Manilla ranſom moſt diſhonourably 


given up, it has all been owing to the malice of political 
writers, who will not fuffer the beſt and brighteſt of characters 
(meaning ſtill the preſent miniſtry} to take a ſingle right ſtep 
For the honour or intereſt of the nation. But it ſeems you 
were a little tender of coming to particulars. Your conſcience 
in ſinuated to you that it would be prudent to leave the cha- 
rafters of Grafton, North, Hillſborough, Weymouth and 
Mansfield, to ſhift for themſelves; and truly, Sir William, 
the part you have undertaken, is at least as much as you are 
equal to. EE, „„ cows 5 
Without diſputing Lord Granby's courage, we are yet to 


learn in what articles of military knowledge nature has been 
ſo very liberal to his mind. If you have ſerved with him you 


ought to have pointed out ſome instances of able difpoſition 


and well-concerted enterprize, which might fairly be attri- 
buted to his capacity as a general. It is you, Sir William, 


Who make your-friend appear aukward and ridiculous, by 
giving him a laced ſuit of 
ture never intended him to wear, ! 1 
You ſay he has acquired nothing but honour in the field. 
Is the Ordinance nothing? Are the Blues nothing? Is the 
command of the army, with all the patronage annexed to it 
nothing? Where he got theſe nothings I know not? but you 
at least ought to have told us where he deſerved them, 1 
As to his bounty, compaſſion, &c, it would have been but 
little to the purpoſe, though you had proved all that you have 


_ aſſerted. I meddle with nothing but his character as commander 


in chief; and though I acquit him of the baſeneſs of ſelling 
commiſſions, I ſtill aſſert, that his military cares have never 
extended beyond the diſpoſal of vacancies; and I am juſtified 
by the complaints of the whole army, when I ſay, that in this 
diſtribution he conſults nothing but parliamentary intereſts, 
or the gratlfication of his immediate dependants. As to his 


ſervile ſubmiſſion to the reigning miniſtry, let me aſk, Whe- 
ther he did not deſert the cauſe of the whole army when he 


| ſuffered Sir Jeffery Amherſt to be ſacrificed, and what fhare 


he had in recalling that officer to the fervice? Did he not be- 


tray the juſt intereſt of the army, in permitting Lord Percy 
to have a regiment? And does he not, at this moment, give 
up all character and dignity as a gentleman, in receding from 
his own repeated declarations in favour of Mr, Wilkes ? 


a In the two next articles I think we are agreed. you can- 
didly admit, that he often makes ſuch promiſes as it is a virtue 


In 


tawdry qualifications, which na- 


3e „ 8 [oo [Il -. * — 


OF JjuNlus, &c. 27 


in him to violate, and that no man is more aſſidious to pro- 
vide for his relations at the public expence. I did not urge 
the laſt as an abſolute vice in his diſpoſition, but to prove, 
that a careleſs diſinteręſted ſpirit is no part of his character; 
and as to the other, I deſire it may be remembered, that 
I never deſcended to the indecency of inquiring into his 
convivial hours. It is you, Sir William Draper, who have taken 
care to repreſent your friend in the character of a. drunk: 
en landlord, who deals out his promiſes. as liberally. as his 
liquor, and will ſuffer no man to leave his table either ſor» 
ro ful or ſober. None but an intimate friend, who muſt 
frequently have ſeen him in theſe unhappy, diſgraceful mo- 
ments, could have deſcribed him lo well. e 
The laſt charge of the neglect of the army, is indeed tho 
moſt material of all. I am ſorry to tell you, Sir William, 
that in this article, your firſt fact is falſe; and as there is no- 
thing more painfuſ to me than to give a direct cont radiction to 
a gentleman of your appearance, I could wiſh that in your fu: 
ture publications you would pay a greater attention to the 
truth of your premiſes, before you ſuffer your genius to hurry 
| you to a concluſion. Lord Ligonier did not deliver the arm 
& (which you in claſſical language are pleaſed to call a palladium) 
into Lord Granby's hands, It was taken from him much 
againſt his inclination, ſome two or three years before Lord 
Granby was commander in chief, As to the ſtate of the army 
I ſhould be glad to know where you have received your in- 
telligence, Was it in the rooms at Bath. or at your retreat at 
Clifton ? The reports of reviewing generals comprehend only 
a ſew regiments in England, which, as they are immediately 
under the royal inſpection, are perhaps in ſome tolerable 
order. But do you know any thing of the troops in the Weſt 
Indies, the Mediterranean, and North America, to ſay no- 
thing of a whole army abſolutely ruined in Ireland ? Inquire 
a little into facts, Sir William, before you publiſh your next 
panegyric upon Lord Granby ; and believe me, you will find 
there is a fault at head quarters, which even the acknow- 
| ledged care and abilities of the adjutant-general cannot cor- 
rect. F 33 TIC 
Permit me now, Sir William, to addreſs myſelf perſonally 
to you, by way of thanks for the honour of your correſpond- 
ence, You are by no means undeſerving of notice; and it 
may be of conſequence, even to Lord Granby, to have it de- 
termined, whether or no the man who has praiſed him ſo 
laviſhly. *be himſelf deſcrving of praiſe, ' When vou returned 
to Europe, you zealouſly undertouk the cauſe of that gallant 
army, by whole bravery at Manilla your own fortune had 
been eſtabliſhed, You complained, you threatened, you even 
appealed to the public in print, By what accident did it hap- 
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pen, that in the midſt of all this buſtle, and all theſe cla- 
mours for Juſtice to your injured troops, the name of the 
Manilla ranſom was ſuddenly buried in a profound, and fince 
that time, an interrupted filence? Did the miniſtry ſuggeſt 
any motives to you ſtrong enough to tempt a man of honour 
to deſert and betray the cauſe of his fellow-ſoldiers ? Was it 
that bluſhing ribbon, which 1s now the perperual ornament 
of your perſon ? Or was it that regiment, which you after- 
ward (a thing unprecedented among ſoldiers) fold to Colonel 
Giſborne? or was it that government, the full pay of which 
you are contented to hold, with the half pay of an Iriſh co- 
lonel? And do you now after a retreat not very like that of 
Scipio, preſume to intrude yourſelf unthought of, uncalled 
for, upon the patience of the public? Are your flatteries of 
the commander in chief directed to another regiment, which 

you may again difpoſe of on the ſame honourable terms? We 
know your prudence, Sir William, and I ſhould be ſorry to 
n [cf TTTHTT 
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2 5 TO JUNIUS. 
„„ „ Feb. 17, 1769. 
| 1 Received Junius's fayour laſt night; he is determined to 
1 keep his advantage by the help of his maſk: it is an 
excellent protection; it has ſaved many a man from an un- 
limited end. But whenever he will be honeſt enough to lay 
it aſide, avow himſelf, and produce the face which has ſo 
long lurked behind it, the world will be able to judge of his 
motives for writing ſuch infamous invectives. His real name 
will diſcover his freedom and independency, or his ſervility 
to a faction. Difappointed ambition, reſentment for defeated 
hopes. and defire of revenge, aſſume but too often the appear- 
ance of public ſpirit ! but be his deſigns wicked or charitable, 
Junius ſhould learn, that it is poſſible to condemn meaſures, 
without a barbarous and criminal outrage 2gainſt men, Junius 
delights to mangle carcaſes with a hatchet: his lang .age and 
inſtruments have a great connection with Clare-Market, and 
to do him juſtice, he handles his weapon moſt admirably. 
One would imagine he had been taught to throw it by the 
ſavages of America, It is therefore high time for me to 
ſtep in once more to ſhield my friend from this mercileſs wea- 
pon, although I may be wounded in the attempt. But l muſt 
Bott aſk Junius, by what forced analogy and conſtruction the 
troments of convivial mirth are made to fignify indecency a 
1 15 | | violation 
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violation of engagements, a drunken landlord, and a deſire 

that every one in company ſhould be drunk likewiſe? He 
muſt have culled all the flowers of St. Giles's and Billingſgate, 

to have produced fuch a piece of oratory, Here the hatchet 
deſcends with tenfold vengeance ; but, alas! it hurts no one 
but its maſter ! For Junius muſt not think ta put words into 
my mouth, that feem too faul even for his own. © 
My friend's political engagements I know nat, fa cannot 
pretend to explain them, or aſſert their conſiſtency. I know 
not whether Junius be conſiderable enough to belong to any 
party. If he ſhould be ſo, can he affirm, that he has always 
adhered to one (et of men and meaſures ? Is he {ure that he has 
never ſided with thoſe whom he was firſt hired to abuſe 2? Has 
he neverabuſed thoſe he was hired to praiſe ? To ſay the truth, 
moſt mens politics {it much too looſely about them. But, as my 
friend's military character was the chief obje& that engaged 
me in this controverſy, to that I ſhall return, |» 
Junius aſks, What inſtances my friend has given of his mili- 
tary fkilt and capacity as a general? When and where he 
gained his honour ? When he deſerved his emoluments ? The 
united voice of the army which {ſerved under him, the glorious 
teſtimony of Prince Ferdinand, and of vanquiſned enemies. 
all Germany will tell him, Junius repeats the complaints of 
the army againſt, parliamentary influence. I love the army 
too well not to wiſh that fuch influence were leſs, Let Junius 
oint aut the time when it has not prevailed, It was of the 
ſt force in the time of that great man, the late Duke of 


Cumberland, who as a prince of the blood, was able, as well 


as willing, to ſtem a torrent which would have overborne any 
private ſubject. In time of war, this influence is ſmall. In 
peace, when diſcontent and faction have the ſureſt means to 
operate, eſpecially in this country, and when, from a ſcarcity 


of public ſpirit, the wheels of government are rarely moved 


but by the powerand force of obligations, its weight is always 
too great. Yet, if this influence, at preſent has done no greater 
harm than the placing Earl Percy at the head of a regiment, 


1 do not think that either the rights or beſt intereſts of the 


army are ſacrificed and betrayed, or the nation undone, Let me 
aſk Junius, if he knows any one nobleman in the army, who 
has had a regiment by ſeniority ? I feel myſelf happy, in ſeeing 
young noblemen of illuſtrious name, and great property, come 


among us. They are an additional fecurity to the kingdom 


from foreign or domeſtic ſlavery. Junius needs not to be told, 
that, ſhould the time ever come when this nation is to be de- 
fended only by thoſe who have nothing more to loſe than their 
arms and their pay, its danger will be great indeed. A happy 
mix ture of men of quality with ſoldiers of fortune, is al ways 
to be wiſhed for, But the main point is {till to be W 
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for, I mean the diſcipline and condition of the army; and 1 
muſt {till maintain, though. contradicted by Junius, that it 


never was upon a more reſpectable footing, as to all the eſſen- 


tials that can form good ſoldiers, than it is at preſent. Junius 
is forced to allow, that our army at home may be in ſome 
tolerable order; yet, how kindly does he invite our late 


enemies to the invaſion of Ireland, by aſſuring them, that the 


army in that kingdom is totally ruined ! (The colonels of that 


army are much obliged to him). I have too great an opinion 


of the military talents of the Lord Lieutenant, and of all their 


_ diligence and capacity to believe it. If, from ſome ſtrange, 


unaccountable fatality, the people of that kingdom cannot 


be induced to conſult their own ſecurity, by ſuch an effectual 
augmentation as may enable the troops there to act with pow- 
er and energy, is the commander in chief here to blame ? Or, 
is he to blame, becauſe the troops in the Mediterranean, in 


the Weſt Indies, in America, labour under great difficulties: 


From the ſcarcity of men, which is but too viſible all over 
theſe kingdoms ? Many of our forces are in climates unfavour- 
able to Britiſh conſtitutions; their loſs is in proportion. Bri- 
tain mult recruit all theſe regiments from her own emaciated 

boſom; or, more precarioully, by Catholics from Ireland, 


We are likewiſe ſubject to the fatal drains to the Eaſt Indies, 


to Senegal, and the alarming emigrations of our people to 
other countries: Such depopulation can only be repaired by 
a long peace, or by ſome ſenſible bill of naturalization, ? 


I muſt now take the liberty to talk to Junius on my ac- 


count. He is pleaſed to tell me, that he addreſſes himſelf to 
me perſonally ; I ſhall be glad to ſee him, It is his imperſon- 


_ ality that I complain of, and his inviſible attacks; for his dag- 


ger in the air is only to be regarded becauſe one cannot ſce 

the hand which holds it; but, had it not wounded other 

eople more deeply than myſelf, I ſhould not have obtruded 
myſelf at all on the patience of the public. va id 
Mark how a plain tale ſhall put. him down, and transfuſe 
the bluſh of my ribbon in his own cheeks. Junius tells me, 
that at my return, I zealoully undertook the caule of the gal- 


lant army, by whoſe bravery at Manilla my own fortunes: 
Were eſtabliſhed; that cemnlzined, that 1 even appealed to 


the public. I did fo; I glory in having done fo, as I had an 
undoubted right to vindicate my own character, attacked by a 
Spaniſh memorial, and to aſſert the rights of my brave com. 
panions. I glory likewiſe, that 1 have never taken up my 
pen, but to vindicate the injured, Junius aſks, by what ac- 
cident did it happen, that in the midſt of all this buſtle, and all 
the clamour for juſtice to the injured troops, the Manilla ran- 
ſom was ſuddenly buried in a profound, and, fince that time an 
uninterrupted ſilence ? I will explain the cauſe to the public. 


The 
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The ſeveral miniſters who have been employed ſince that time, 
have been very deſirous to do juſtice, from two moſt laudable 


motives, a ſtrong inclination to aſſiſt injured bravery, and 
to acquire a well-deſerved popularity to themſelves, Their 


efforts have been in vain, Some were ingenious enough to 
own, that they could not think of involving this diſtreſſed 


nation into another war for our Prev concerns. In ſhort, 
our rights, for the preſent, are ſa 


nience; and I muſt confeſs, that, although I way loſe five- 


and-twenty thouſand pounds by their acquieſcence to this 


breach of faith in the Spaniards, I think they are in the right 
to temporize, conſidering the critical ſituation of this country, 
convulſed in every part by poiſon infuſed by anonymous, 


wicked, and incendiary writers, Lord Shelburne will dome 


the juſtice to own, that in September laſt, I waited upon 
him with a joint memorial from the admiral Sir S. Corniſh and 
mylclf, in behalf of our injured companions. His Lordſhip 


was as frank upon the occaſion as other ſecretaries had been 


before him, He did not deceive us, by giving any immediate 
hopes of relief. 55 | at at Trl 


* 


Junius would baſely inſinuate, that my ſilence may have 


been purchaſed by my government, by my bluſhing ribband, 
by my regiment, by the ſale of that regiment, and by half-pay 


as an Iriſh colonel. 

His Majeſty was pleaſed to give me my government for my 
ſervice at Madras. I had my firſt regiment in 1757. Upon 
my return from Manilla, his Majeſty by Lord Egremont, in- 
formed me, that I ſhould have the firſt vacant red ribbon, as 
a reward for many ſervices, in an enterprize which I had 


planned as well as executed. The Duke of Bedford and Mr. 


Grenville confirmed theſe aſſurances many months before the 


Spaniards had proteſted the ranſom bills. To accommodate 
Lord Clive, then going upon a molt important ſervice to Ben- 


gal, I waved my claim to the vacancy which then happened. 
As there was no other vacancy until the Duke of Grafton and 
Lord Rockingham were joint miniſters, I was then honourz4 
with the order; and it is ſurely no {mall honour to me, that, in 
ſuch a {ucceſſion of miniſters, they were all plealed to think 


that I had deſerved it; in my favour they were all united. 


Upon the reduction of the 79th regiment, which had ſerved 


ſo gloriouſly in the Eaſt Indies, his Majeſty, unſolicited by 
me, gave me the 16th of foot as an equivalent. My motives 


for retiring afterwards are foreign to the purpoſe: let it ſuſ- 
fice, that his Majeſty was pleaſed to approve of them; they 
are ſuch as no man can think indecent, who knows the ſhocks 


that repeated viciſſitudes of heat and cold, of dangerous and 
ſickly climates, will give to the beſt conſtitutions in a ee 


long courſe of ſervice, I reſigned my regiment to Colonel 
e .- = Giſborne, 


crificed to national conve- 
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Giſborne, a very good officer, for his half-pay, and zool. 
Iriſh annuity ; ſo that, according to Junius, I have been bribed 
to ſay nothing more of the Manilla ranſom, and ſacrifice thoſe 
brave men by the ſtrange avarice of accepting three hundred 
and eighty pounds per annum, and giving up eight hundred! 
If this be bribery, it is not the bribery of thele times. As to 
my flattery, thoſe who know me will judge of it by the al. 
perity of Junius's ſtyle. I cannot indeed call him a flatterer, 
unleſs he be as a cynick or a maſtiff; if he wags his tail, he 
will ſtill growl, and long to bite. The public will now 
judge of the credit that ought to be given to e writings, 
from the falſities that he has inſinuated with reſpect to myſelf. 
e WILLIAM DRAPER. 
— — —— . — 
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TO SIR WILLIAM DRAPER, KNIGHT OF THE BATH, 


Six, FVV Feb, $4« 1790. 
1 Should juſtly be ſuſpected of acting upon motives of more 
L than common eamity to Lord Granby, if I continued to 
give you freſh materials, or occaſion for writing in his defence. 
Individuals who hate, and the public who deſpiſe, have read 
your letters, Sir William, with infinitely. more ſatisfaction 
than mine. Unfortunately for him, his reputation, like that 
unhappy country to which you refer me lor his laſt military 
achievements, has ſuffered more by his friends than his ene- 
mies. In mercy to him, let us drop the ſubject. For my own 
part. I willingly leave it to the public to determine, whether 
Your vindication of your friend has been as able and judici- 
ous, as it was certainly well intended; and you, I think, may 
be ſatisfied with the warm acknowledgements he already owes 
vou, for making him the principal figure in a piece, in which, 
but for your amicable aſſiſtance he might have paſſed without 
particular notice or diſtinction. 1 e 
In justice to your friends, let your future labours be con- 
fined to the care of your own reputation. Your declaration, 
that you are happy in ſeeing youy noblemen come among us 
is liable to two objections. With reſpect to lord Percy, itmeans 
nothing, for he was already in the army. He was aid-de- camp 
to the King, and had the rank of colonel. A regiment there- 
fore could not make him a more military man, though it made 
him richer, and probably at the expence of ſome brave deſerv- 
ing friendleſs officer, —The other concerns yourſelf. - After 
| ſelling the companions of your victory in one inſtance, and after 
| ſelling your profeſſion in the other, by what authority do you 
_ preſume to call yourſelf a ſoldier ? The plain evidence of facts 
| | | 13 
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is ſuperior to all declarations, Before you were appointed to the 
ibth regiment, your complaints were a diſtreſs to government; 
from that moment you were ſilent. The concluſion is 
inevitable, You inſinuate to us, that your ill ſtate of health 
obliged you to quit the ſervice. ,The retirement neceſlary to 
repair a broken conſtitution would have been as good areaſon 
for not accepting, as for reſigning the command of a regiment. 
There is certainly an error of the preſs, or an affected obſcu- 
rity in that paragraph, where you ſpeak of your bargain with 
Colonel Giſborne, Inſtead of attempting to anſwer what L 


do not really underſtand, permit me to explain to the public 


what I really know. In exchange for your regiment, you ac- 
cepted of a colonel's haif-pay (at leaſt 220l. a year) and an 
annuity of 200l. for your own and lady Draper's life jointly, 


And is this the loſing bargain, which you would repreſent 


to us, as if you had given up an income of 80ol. a year for 
3801? Was it decent, was it honourable, in a man who pre- 
tends to love the army, and calls himſelf a ſoldier, to make a 
traffick of the royal favour, and turn the higheſt honour of 
an active profeſſion into a ſordid proviſion for himſelf and his 
family ? It were unworthy of me to preſs you farther. The 


contempt with which the whole army heard of the manner 


of your retreat, aſſures me, that as your conduct was not 


juſtified by precedent, it will never be thought an example 


for imitation. e | 
The laſt and moſt important queſtion remains, When 


| you, receive your half-pay, do you, or do you not take a 


ſolemn oath, or ſign a declaration upon your honour, to the 


following effe& ? That you do not actually hold any place of pre 18 
tne 


civil or military, under his Majeſty. The charge whic 
queſtion plainly conveys againſt you, is of ſo ſhocking a com- 


plexion, that I ſincerely wiſh you may be able to anſwer it 


well, not merely for the colour of your reputation, but for your 
own inward peace of mind, EE. 


 JUNIUS, 
- LETTER VI. 


TO JUNIUS. 


I Have a very ſhort anſwer for Junius's important queſtion. 


I donot either take an oath, or declare upon honour, that 
I have no place of profit civil or military. when I receive the 
half-pay as an Iriſh colonel, My moſt gracious Sovereign gives 
it me as a penſion ; he was pleaſed to think I deſerved it. The 
annuity of 2001. Iriſh, and the equivalent for the half-pay 


together, produce no more than g8ol, per annum. FO of 
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ſees and 8 of office. I receive 1671. from my govern. 


ment of Yarmouth : Total 5471, per annum. My conſcience iz . 
much at eaſe in theſe particulars ; my friends need not bluſh 8 
for mme. | | 1 1 13 
| K 


Junius makes much and frequent uſe of interrogations ; 
they are arms that may be eafily turned againſt himſelf, II 
could, by malicious interrogation, diſturb the peace ofthe moſt f 
virtuous man in the kingdomr I could take the decalogue, 
and ſay to one man, Did you never ſteal ? To the next Did f 
you never commit murder? And to Junius himſelf, who is | 
putting my life and conduct to the rack, Did you never bear 1 
falſe witneſs againſt thy neigbour? Junius muſt eaſily ſee, | 
that unleſs he affirms to the contrary, in his real name, ſome 
people who may be as ignorant of him as I am, will be apt to 
3 Faſpe him of having deviated a little from the truth : there- 
ore let Junius aſk no more queſtions, . You bite againſt a 
Kle: ceaſe viper. „ FFF 
25S W.D 


LETTER VII. 

ToO SIR WILLIAM DRAPER, KNIGHT OF THE BATH. 
Sin, 1351-90 7 yr March g. 1769. 
N academical education has given you an unlimited com- 

mand over the moſt beautiful figures of ſpeech. Maſks, 
hatchets, racks, and vipers, dance through your letters in all 
the mazes of metaphorical confuſion, Theſe are the gloomy 
companions of a diſturbed imagination ; the melancholy mad- 
neſs of poetry, without the inſpiration, I will not contend 
with you in point of compoſition, You are a Scholar, Sir 
William; and, if I am truly informed, you write Latin with 
almoſt as much purity as Engliſh, Suffer me then, for I am 
a plain unlettered man, to continue that ſtyle of interrogation 
which ſuits my capacity, and to which, conſidering the rea- 
dineſs of your anſwers, you ought to have no objection, Even 
Mr. Bingly * promiſes to anſwer if put to the torture, 

Do you then really think, that if | were to aſk a moſt virtu- 
ous man, whether he ever committed theft, or murder, it would 
diſturb his peace of mind ? Such a queſtion might perhaps 
diſcompoſe the gravity of his muſcles, but 1 believe it would 
little affect the tranquillity of his conſcience. Examine your 
own breaſt. Sir William, and you will diſcover, that re- 
proaches and inquiries have no power to afflict either the man 


| 
| 
| 
— —— 
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* This man, being committed by the court of King's bench for a contempt, = 
voluntarily made oath, that he would neyer anſwer interrogatories, unleſs he | 
| | | 
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ould be put to the torture, 
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of unblemiſhed integrity, or the abandoned profligate. It is the 
middle compound character which alone is vulnerable: the 
man who without firmneſs enough to avoid a diſhonourable 
action, has feeling enough to be aſhamed of it. 
I thank you for the hint of the decalogue, and ſhall take 
an opportunity of applying it to ſome of your molt virtuous 
friends in both houſes of parliament. e En 
You ſeem to have dropped the affair of your regiment ; ſo 
jet it reſt, When you are appointed to another, I dare ſay you 
will not ſell it either for a groſs ſum, or for an annuity upon 
lives. | | N = e 
1 am truly glad (for really, Sir William I am not your e- 
nemy, nor did I begin this conteſt with you) that you have 
been able to clear yourfelf of a crime, though at the expence 
of the higheſt indiſcretion. You ſay that your half-pay was 
given you by way of penſion, I will not dwell upou the ſin- 
gularity of uniting in your own perſon two ſorts of proviſion, 


| which in their own nature, and in all military and parliamen- 
tary views, are incompatible ; but I call upon you to Juitfy 
t 


that declaration, wherein you charge your Sovereign wi 


having done an act in your favour notorioufly againſt law, 
| The half- pay, both in Ireland and England, is appropriated by 
parliament; and if it be given to perſons who, like you, are 


legally incapable of holding it, it is a breach of law, It would 
have been more decent in you to have called this diſhonouts 
able tranſa&ion by its true name; a job to accommodate two 
rſons, by particular intereſt and management at the caſtle, 
hat ſenſe muſt government have had of your ſervices, 


| when the rewarcs they have given you are only a diſgrace to 


ou. N | 
: And now Sir William, I ſhall take my leave of you for ever. 
Motives very different from any apprehenſion of your re- 
ſentment, make it impoſſible you ſhould ever know me. In 
truth. you have ſome reaſon to hold yourſelf indebted to me. 
From the leſſons | have given you, you may collect a profit- 
able inſtruction for your future life, They will either teach 
you ſo to regulate your conduct, as to be able to ſet the moſt 
malicious inquiſ ies at defiance ; or if that be a loſt hope, they 


| will teach you prudence enough not to attract the public at- 


tention to a character, which will only paſs without cenſure, 
when it paſſes without obleryation, | | He 


5 „ ne - 


+ It has been ſaid and I believe truly, that it was Tignified to Sir William Draper 
as the requeſt of Lo1d Grandy,than he ſhould deſiſt from writing in his Lerdſhip's 
defence. Sir William Draper certainly drew ]unius forward to ſay more of Lord 
Granby's character that he originally intended He was reduced to the delemma 
of either being totaly ſile need, or of ſupporting his firſt letter. Whether Sir 
William had a right to reduce him to this dile mama, or to call npon him for his 

EN | | na mes 
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vithout the higheſt injuſtice and the higheſt 
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name, after a voluntary attac on his fide, are queſtions ſubmtted to the candor 
of the public——The death of Lord Granby was lamented by [unius. He un- 
doubtedly owed ſome compenſations to the public and ſeemed determined to acquit 
himſeli of hem. In private life, he was unqueſtionably that good man who for 
the intereſt of his country ought to have been a great one. Bonum virum facile 
dixeris ; magnum libenter. I ſpeak of him dow without partiality :—I never 
1poke of him with reſentment. - His miſtakes, in publick conduct, did not arife 
either from want of ſenti- ent, or want of judgment, but in general {rom the 
difficulty of ſaying no, to the bad people who ſurrounded him. 

As for the ref}, the friends of Lord Granby (hould remember that he himſelt 
thou: ht proper to condemn, retra&t and difavow by a molt ſolemn declaration in 
the Houſe.of Commons, that very ſyſtem of politicil conduct which Junius had 
held forth to the diſapprobation of the public. | © 


ar WES . 


DFT. 
TO THE DUKE OF GRAFTOY 


MY LROD | eg March 18. 1769. 

[DD EFORE you were placed at the head of affairs, it had 
LI been a maxim of the Engliſh government, not unwillngly 
admitted by the people, that every ungracious or fevere ex- 
ertion of the prerogative ſhould be placed to the account of 
the Miniſter ; but that, whenever an act of grace or benevo- 
lence was to be performed, the whole merit of it ſhould he 


—_— 


wo , . 


8 attributed to the Sovereign himſelf +, It vas a wiſe doctrine 
my Lord, and equally advantageous to the King and his 
ſubjects; for while it preſerved that ſuſpicious attention, with 


which the people ought always to examine the condutt of 
the miniſters, it tended at the ſame time, rather to increaſe 
than diminiſh their attachment to the perſon of their Sovereign, 
If there be not a fatality attending every mealure you are con- 
cerned in, by what treachery, or by what exceſs of felly has 
it happened, that thoſe ungracious acts which have diſtinguiſh- 
ed your adminiſtration and which I doubt not were intirely 
your own, ſhould carry with them a {trong appearance of 
perſonal intereſt, and even of perſonal enmity, in a quarter 
where no ſuch intereſt or enmity can be ſuppoſed to exilt 
Wl honour ? On 
the other hand, by what injudicious management have you 


contrived it, that the only att of mercy to which you have 


ever adviſed your ſovereign, far from adding to tre lustre cf 
a character truly gracious and benevolent, ſhould be received 


with univerſal diſapprobation and diſguit ? I ſhall conſider 
it as a miniſterial meaſure, becauſe it is an odious one, and as 


your, meaſure, my Lord Duke, becauſe you are the miniſter, 
As long as the trial of this chairman was depending it vas 


it was natural enough that government ſhould give him every 


+ Lesrois ne ſe ſont referves que les graces. Ils ranvoient les condamnatione 
vers leurs officiers. Montefquieu, N . 
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poſſible encouragement and ſupport. The honourable ſervice 
for which he was hired, and the ſpirit with which he per- 
formed it. made a common cauſe between your Grace and him. 
The miniſter, who by ſecret corruption invades the [freedom 
of elections, and the ruffian, who by open violence deſtroys 
that freedom, are embarked in the ſame bottom; they have 
the ſame intereſts, and mutually feel for each other. To do 
Juſtice to your Grace's humanity, you felt for M'Quirk as you 
ought to do; and if you had been contented to aſſiſt him in- 
directly, without a notorious denial of juſtice, or open'y in- 
ſulting the ſenſe of the nation, you might have ſatished every 
duty of political friendſhip, without commiting the honour 
of your Sovereign, or hazarding the reputation of his govern- 
ment. But when this unhappy man had been ſolemnly tried, 
convicted, and condemned ;—when it appeared that he had 
been frequently empolyed in the ſame ſervices, and that no 
exculſe for him could be drawn either from the innocence of 
his former life, or the ſimplicity of his character; was it not 
| hazarding ton much, to interpoſe the ſtrength of the pre- 
rogative between this felon and the juſtice of his country * 
5 Da | „ 


Whitehall, March 11 1769. His Majeſty has been graciously pleaſed to 
extend his royal mercy to Edward M'Quirk, found guilty of the murder of George 
Clarke, as appears by his royal warrant, to the tenor following: 0 | 
GEQRGES:': Rc: 5 3 | IS 75 RY 
WHEREAS a doubt had ariſen ia Our Royal breaſt concerning the evidence of 
the death of George Clarke, from the rep eſentations of William Broomfield, iq; 
| ſurgeon, and Solomon Starling, apothecary ; both of whom, as has been repre- 
ſented to Us, attended the deceafed before his death, and expreſſed their opinions 
that he did not die of the blow he received at Brentford; And whereas it appears 
to Vs, that neither of the ſaid perſons were produced as, witneſſes upon the trial, 
thouzh the ſaid Solomon Starling had been axamined beſore, the coroner; and the 
| only perſon called to prove that the death ofthe (aid George Clarke was occaſioned 
by the ſaid blow, was John Foot, ſurgeon, who never ſaw the deceaſed till after 
| his death: We thought fit thereupon to refer the faid repreſentations, together 
Vith the report of the recorder of Our City of London, of the evidence given by 
Richard and William Beale and the ſaid [ohn- Foot, on the trial of Edward Quirk 
| Otherwiſe called Edward Kirk, otherwiſe called Edward M' Quirk, forthe mur- 
der of the laid Clarke, to the maſter, wardens, and the reſt of the court of exami- 
ners of the ' ſurgeon's company, commanding them likewiſe to take ſuch farther 
examination of the ſaid perſons, ſo repreſenting, and of said John Foot as they 
might think neceſſaty, together with the premites above-mentioned, to form and 
| 1eport to Us their opinion, “ Whether it did or did not appear to them, that the 
| © {uid George Clarke died in conſequence of the blow he received in the riot at 
+ Brenttord on the Sch of December laſt.” And the ſaid court of examiners of 
the ſurzeons? company having thereupon reported to Us their opinion. That 
{© it did not appear to them that he did z*” We have thought proper to extend 
Our royal mercy to him the ſaid Edward Quirk, otherwiſe Edward Kirk, other- 
wiſe called Edward M*Quirk, and to grant him Our free pardon for the murder 
of the ſaid George Clarke, of which he has been found guilty. Our will and 
pleaſure therefore is, That he the faid Edward Quirk, otherwiſe called Kirk, 
otherwiſe called M Qui k be inſerted, for the ſaid Murder in Cur firſt and next 4 
: | | | nera 
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You ought to have known, that an example of this ſort was 
never ſo neceſſary as at preſent ; and certainly you muſt have 
known, that the lot could not have fallen upon a more guilty 
objet. What ſyſtem of government is this? You are per- 
petually complaining of the riotous diſpoſition of the lower 
claſs of people; yet when the laws have given you the means 
ot making an example, in every ſenſe unexceptionable, and 
by far the moſt likely to awe the multitude, you pardon the 
offence, and are not aſhamed to uu the ſanction of govern- 
ment tothe riots you complain of and even to future murders, 
You are partial, perhaps, to the military mode of execution: 
and had rather fee a ſcore of theſe wretches butchered by the 
guards, than one of them ſuffer death by regular courſe of law. 
How does it happen my Lord, that, in your hands. even the 
| mercy of the prerogative is cruelty and oppreſſion to the 
ſubject? 3 8 Fi 
The meaſure, it ſeems, was ſo extraordinary, that you thought 
it neceſſary to give ſome reaſons for it to the public, Let 
them be fairly examined, _ „ nts 
1. You ſay that Meſſrs. Broomfield and Starling were not ex- 
amined at M* Quirk's trial. I will tell your Grace why they 
were not. They muſt have been examined upon oath ; and it 
was foreſeen, that their evidence would either not benefit, or 
might be prejudicial to the priſoner. Otherwiſe, is it con- 
ceivable that his counſel ſhould negleC to call in ſuch mate- 
rial evidence? . "G23 EW HOES 
Jou fay, that Mr. Foot did not ſee the deceaſed until after his 
death. A. ſurgeon, my lord, muſt know very, little of his pro- 
feſſion, if, upon examining a wound or a coutuſion, he can- 
not determine whether it was mortal or not. While the party 
is alive, a ſargeon will be cautious of pronuncing; whereas, 
by the death of the patient, he is enabled to conſider both 
cauſe and effect in one view, and to ſpeak with a certainty 
confirmed by experience. = oe | 
Let ve are to thank your Grace for the eſtabliſhment of a 
new tribunal. Your ngui/itio poſt mortem is unknown to the 
laws of England, and does honour to your invention. The 


neral pardon that ſhall come out for the poor convicts of Newgate, withoyt any 

condition whatſoever ; and that, in the mean time, you take bait for his appear - 

' ances in order to plead Our ſaid pardon. And for ſo doing this ſhall be your 
warrant. . | 

Given at Our court at St. James's. the tenth day of March 1769, in the ninth 
year of Our reign, 3 5 N 

r By his Majeſty's command. 


RNROcHF ORO. 


To our (ruſty an d well be loved James Eyre, Eſq; Recorder 
of Onr City of London, the Sheriffs of Our ſaid city and 
county of Middleſex, and all others w hom it may concern, 


G A OR 


only material objection to it is, that if Mr, Foot's evidence was 
inſufficient, becauſe. he did not examine the wound till after 


the death of the party, much leſs can a negative opinion, 


given by gentlemen who never ſaw the body of Mr, Clarke, 

either before or after his deceaſe, authorize you to ſuper. 

ſede the verdict of a jury, and the ſentence of the law, 
Now, my lord, let me aſk you, Has it never occurred to 


pour Grace, while you were withdrawing this deſperate 


wretch from that juſtice which the laws had awarded, and 


which the whole people of England demanded againſt him, 


that there is another man who is the favourite of his country, 
whoſe pardon would Shave been accepted with gratitude, 
whoſe pardon would have healed all our diviſions? Have 
you . forgotten that this man was once vour Grace's 
friend? Or is it to murderers only that you will extend the 

mercy of the cro on? OR; 5 
Theſe are queſtions you will not anſwer, nor is it neceſ- 
ſary. The character of your private life, and the uniform 

tenor of your public conduct, is an anſwer to them all. 


© JUNIUS. 
— rt nn ä —— 
e. 0 
To HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF GRAFTON. 
My 10 5 e 1769. 


Hav ſo good an opinion df your Grace's diſcernment, 
| that when the author of the vindication of your conduct 
aſſures us that he writes from his own mere motion, without 
the leaſt authority from your Grace, I ſhould be ready enough 
to believe him; but for one fatal mark which feems to be 
fixed upon every meaſure in which either your perſonal or 
your political character is concerned, — Your firſt attempt to 
ſupport Sir William Proctor, ended in the election of Mr, 
Wilkes; the ſecond inſured ſucceſs to Mr, Glynn. The ex. 
traordinary step you took to make Sir James Lowther lord pa- 
ramount of Cumberland, has ruined his intereſt in that county 
for ever. The houſe Liſt of Directors was curled with the 
concurrence of government; and even the miſerable+ Dingley 
could not eſcape the misfortune of your Grace's protection. 
With this uniform experience before us, we are authoriſed 
to ſuſpett, that, when a pretended vindication of your prin- 

OS . ciples 


+ This unfortunate perſon had been perſuaded by the Duke of Grafton to ſet 
up for Middleſex, his Grace being determined to ſeat him in the houſe of com- 
mons, it he had. but a ſingle vote. It happened unlucky that he could not prevail 
upon any one frecholder to put him in nominatioan. | Th 
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ciples and conduct, in reality contains the bittereſt reflections 
upon both, it could not have been wrtten v ithout your im- 
mediate direction and aſſiſtance, The author, indeed. calls 
God to witneſs for him, with all the ſincerity and in the very 
terms of an Iriſh evidence, f the beſt of his x nowledze and belief. 
My Lord, you ſhould not encourage theſe appeals to Heaven, 
The pious Prince from whom you are ſuppoſed to deſcend, 
made ſuch frequent uſe of them in his public declarations, 
that at laſt the people alſo found it neceſſary to appeal to 
Heaven in their turn, Your adminiſtration has driven us 
into circumſtances of equal diſtrefs ; beware at leaſt how You 
remind us of the remedy. 

You have already much to anſwer for. Yo ou | have provoked 
this unhappy gentleman to play the fool once more in public 
life, in ſpite of his years and infirmities ; and to ſhow us, that, 
as yourlelf are a ſingular in ſtance of youth without ſpirit, the 
man who defends you is a no leſs remarkable example of age 
without the benefits of experience, To follow ſuch a writer 
minutely, would. like his own periods, be a labour without 


end. The ſubje@ too, has been already diſcuſſed, and is ſul- 


ficiently underſtood. I cannot help obſerving however, that, 

when the pardon of M' Quirk wes the principal charge a- 
gainſt you, it would have been but a decent compliment to 
your Grace's underſtanding, to have defended you upon your 
own principles, What credit does a man deſerve, who tells 
us plainly, that the facts let forth in the King's proclamation 
were not the true motives on which the pardon was granted; 

and that he wiſhes that thoſe chirurgical reports which firſt 
gave occaſion to certain doubts in the royal breaſt, had not 
been laid before his Majeſty. You ſee, my Lord, that even 
your friends cannot defend your aQions, without changing 


pour principles; nor juſtify a deliberate e of govern- 


ment. without contradicting the main aſſertion on which it 
was founded. 

The convidion of M'Quirk had reduced you to a 3 
in Which it was hardly poſſible for you to reconcile your po- 

litical intereſt with your duty. You wete obliged either to 
abandon an active uſcful partiſan, or to protect a felon from 
ublic juſtice, With your uſual ſpirit, you preferred your 
interefl to every other conſideration ; and with your 1 uſual 
Judgment, you founded your determination upon the only 
motives which ſhoul not have been given to the public. 

I bave frequently cenſured Mr, Wilkes's conduR, yet your 
advocate reproaches me with having devoted my ſelf to the 
ſervice of ſedition. Your Grace can beſt inform us for which 
of Mr, Wilkes's good qualities you firſt honoured him with 
your friendſhip, or how long it was before you diſcovered 


thoſe bad ones in him, at which it ſeems, your delicacy was 
offended. 
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olfended. Remember, my Lord, that you continued your 
connection with Mr. Wilkes long aft er he had been con vict- 
ed of thoſe crimes which you have ſince taken pains to re- 
preſent in the blackeſt colours of blaſphemy and treaſon.— 
How unlucky is it that the firſt inſtance you have given us of 
a ſcrupulous regard to decorum is united with a breach of 
moral obligation! For my own part, my Lord, I am proud 
to affirm, that if I Had been weak enough to form ſuch a 
friendſhip, I would never have been baſe enough to betray 
it. But, let Mr. Wilkes's character be what it may, this at 
leaſt is certain, that, circumſtanced as he is with regard to 
the public, even his vices plead for him. The people of 
England have too much diſcernment to ſuffer your Grace to 

take advantage of the failings ofa private character, to eſtab- 

liſh a precedent by which the public liberty is affected, and 

which you may hereafter, with equal eaſe and ſatisfaction, 
employ to the ruin of the beſt men in the kingdom. Content 
yourſelf my Lord, with the many advantages which the un- 
ſullied purity of your own character has given you over your 

unhappy, deſerted friend. Avail yourſelf of all the unforgiv- 


ing piety of the court you live in, and bleſs God that“ you 


are not as other men are; extortioners, unjuſt, adulterers, 
or even as this publican.” In a heart void of feeling, the laws 
of honour and good faith may be violated with impunity, and 
there you may ſafely indulge your genius. But the laws of 
England ſhall not be violated, even by your holy zeal to op- 
preſs a ſinner; and, though you have ſucceeded in making 
him a tool, you ſhall not make him the victim of your ambi- 


tion, : 
JUNIUS, 
„ e k 
TO MR. EDWARD WESTON. | 
Six, | April 21. 1769. 


Sal you were on old man without the benefit of ex- 
1 perience. It ſeems you are allo a volunteer with the 
ſtipend of twenty commiſhons; and, at a period when all 
proſpects are at an end, you are ſtill looking forward to re- 


Wards which you cannot enjoy, No man 1s better acquainted 


with the bounty of government than you arc, 


| — Ton impudence, FRE 
Temeraire viellard, aura ja recompenſe. 


But I will not deſcend to an altercation, either with the 
impotence of your age, or the peeviſhneſs of your diſeaſes. 
| e | Your 


8 ſufficient motives.“ &c. 
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Your pamphlet, ingenious as it is, has been ſo little read, 
that the public cannot know how far you have a right to 
$79.78 the lie, without the following citation of your own 
words, i IE 

Page 6th—* 1, That he is perſuaded that the motives; which 
„he (Mr. Weſton) has alledged, muſt appear fully ſuffici. 
ent, with or without the opinions of the ſurgeons. 

. 2 That thoſe very motives MUST HAVE BEEN the founda. 
tion on which the Earl of Rochford thought proper. &c. 
© 3. That he CannoT BUT REGRET, that the Earl of 
& Rochford ſeems to have thought proper to lay the chirurgi- 
& cal reports before the king, in preference to all the other 

Let the put lic determine, whether this be defending go- 
vernment on their principles or your own, 

The ſtyle and language you have adopted, are, I confeſs, 
not ill ſuited to the elegance of your own manners, or to the 
dignt'y of the cauſe you have undertaken. Every common 
dauber writes raſcal and villain under his pictures becauſe the 

ictures themſclves have neither character nor reſemblance, 
But the works of a maſter require no index. His features and 
colouring are taken from nature. The impreſſion they make 
is immediate and uniform; nor is it poſlible to miſtake his 
characters, whether they repreſent the treachery of a miniſter, 
or the abuſed ſimplicity of a king. 1 4 
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"LETTER AI. | 
10 HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF GRAFTON. 

Mx Lloxp, „„ April 24, 1769, 
Es E ſyſtem you ſeemed to have adopted, when Lord Chat- 
1 ham unexpettedly left you at the head of affairs, gave us 
no promile of that uncommon exertion of vigour, which has 
ſince illuſtrated your charatter, and diſtinguiſhed your admi- 
niſtration. Far from diſcovering a ſpirit bold enough to in- 
vade the firſt rights of the people and the firſt principles of 
the conſtitution, you were ſcrupulous of exerciſing even thoſe 
Powers with which the executive branch of the legiſlature is 
legally inveſted, We have not yet forgotten how long” Mr, 
Wilkes was ſuffered to appear at large, nor how long he was 
at liberty to canvals for the city and county, with all the ter- 
rors of an outlawry hanging over him, Our gracious ſove- 
reign has not yet forgotten the extraordinary care you took of 
his dignity, and of the ſafety of his perſon, when at a criſis 
which courtiers affected to call alarming, you left the me- 
tropolis expoſed for two nights together, to every ſpecies of 


riot 


IR 


our reſentment. 
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riot and diſorder, The ſecurity of the royal reſidence from 
inſult was then ſufficiently provided for in Mr. Conway's 
firmneſs, and Lord Weymouth's diſcretion ; while the prime 
miniſter of Great Britain, in a rural retirement, and in the 
arms of faded beauty, had loſt all memory of his ſovereign, 


his country, and himſelf. In theſe inſtances you might have 


ated with vigour, for you would have had the ſanction of 
the laws to ſupport you. The friends of government might 
have defended you without ſhame ; and moderate men, who 
wiſh well to the peace and good order of ſociety, might have 
had a pretence for applauding your conduct. But theſe, it 
ſeems, were not occaſions worthy of your Grace's interpo- 
fition, You reſerved the proofs of your intrepid ſpinit for 
trials of greater hazard and importance; and now, as if the 
moſt diſgraceful relaxation of the executive authority had 
given you a claim of credit to indulge in exceſſes {till more 
dangerous, you ſeem determined to compenſate amply for your 
former negligence, and to balance the non execution of the 
laws with a breach of the conſtitution, From one extreme 
you ſuddenly ſtart to the other, without leaving, between 
the weakneſs and the fury of the paſſions, one moment's in- 
terval for the firmne!s of the underſtanding. _ | 
Theſe obſervations, general as they are, might eaſily be ex- 
tended into a faithful hiſtory of your Grace's adminiſtration, 
and perhaps, may be the employment of a future hour. But 
the buſineſs of the preſent mom=nt will not ſuffer me to look 
back to a ſeries of, events, which ceaſe to be intereſting or 
important, becauſe they are ſucceeded by a meaſure fo ſingu- 
larly daring, that it exites all our attention, and engroſſes all 
Your patronage of Mr, Luttrell has been crowned with ſuc- 
cels, With this precedent before you, with the principles 
on which it was eſtabliſhed, and with a future houle of com- 
mons, perhaps leſs virtuous than the preſent, every county 
in England, under the auſpices of the treaſury, may be re- 
preſented as completely as the county of Middlelex, Folterity 


will be indebted to your Grace for nut contenting yourſelf 


with a temporary expedient, but entailing upon them the im- 
mediate bleſſings of your adminiſtration, Boroughs weie al- 
ready too much at the mercy of government, Counties could 
neither be purchaſed nor intimidated, But their {olemn de- 
termined election may be rejected, and the man they detelt 
may be appointed by another choice, to reprelent them in 
arliament. Yet it is admitted, that the Sheriffs obeyed the 

aws, and performed their duty f. Ihe return tuey made 
5 1 2 maſt 


+ Sir Fletcher Norton, when it was propoſed to puniſh the ſheriffs. declared 
in the houſe of commons that they in 1eturaing Mr, Wilkes, had done no more 
than their duty. = | | 3 — 
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muſt have been legal and valid, or undoubtedly they would 
have been cenſured for making it. With every good-natured 
allowance for your Grace's youth and 1nexperience, there 
are ſome things which you cannot but know. You cannot 
but know that the right of the freeholders to adhete to their 
choice (even ſuppoſing it imp) operly exerted) was as clear and 
indiſputable as that of the houſe of commons to exclude one 


of their own members ?—Nor is it poſſible for you not to ſee 


the wide diſtance there is between the negative power of re. 
jecting one man, and the poſitive power of appointing ano. 
ther. The right of expulſion. in the moſt favourable ſenſe, 
is no more than the cuſtom of parliament, The right of 
election is the very eſſence of the conſtitution, To violate 
that right, and much more to transfer it to any other let of 
men, is a ſtep leading immediately to the diſſolution of all 
government. So far as it operates it conſtitutes a houſe of 
commons which does not repreſent the people. A houſe of 
commons fo formed, „ ould involve a contradiction, and the 
groſſeſt confuſion of ideas; but there are ſome miniſters, my 
Lord, whole views can only be anſwered by reconciling ab- 
ſurdities, and making the ſame propolition, which 1s falſe and 
abſurd in argument, true in fact. „ Of gs 
This meaſure, my Lord, is however attended;with one conſe. 
quence fayourable to the people, which I am perſuaded you 
did not foreſee, F While the conteſt lay between the miniſtry 
and Mr, Wilkes, his ſituation and private character gave you ad- 
vantages over him, which common candour, if not the memory 
of your former friend{hip, ſhould have forbidden you to make 
- uſe of, To religious men you had an opportunity of exag- 
gerating the irregularities of his paſt life; to moderate men, 
you held forth the pernicious conſequences of faction. Men, 
who with this character, looked no farther than to the object 
before them, were not diſſatisfied at ſeeing Mr, Wilkes exclud- 
ed from parliament, You have now taken care to ſhift the 
queſtion ; or rather, you have created a new one, in which 
Mr, Wilkes is no more concerned than any other Engliſh gen- 
tleman. Yon have united this country againſt you on one 
grand conſtitutional point, on the deciſion of which our ex- 
iſtence as a free people, abſolutely depends. You have aſ- 
ſerted, not in. words, but in fact, that the repreſentation in 
parliament does not depenu upon the choice of the freeholders, 
If ſuch a caſe can poſſibly happen once, it may happen fre- 
quently; it may happen always: — and if three hundred 
votes, by any mode of reaſoning whatſoever, can prevail 
againſt twelve hundred, the ſame reaſoning would equally 
have given Mr, Luttrell his ſeat with ten votes or even with 


one, 


+ The reader is deſired to mark this prophecy. 


— 
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one. The conſequences of this attack upon the conſtitution 


are too plain and N not to alarm the dulleſt apprehen- 
ſion. I truſt you will find, that the people of England are 
neither deficient in ſpirit nor underſtanding, though you have 
treated them as if they had neither ſenſe to feel, nor ſpirit to 
reſent. We have reaſon to thank God and our anceſtors, 
that there never yet was a miniſter in this country, who 
could ſtand the iſſue of ſuch a conflict; and with every pre- 
judice in favour of your intentions, I ſee no ſuch abilities in 


your grace, as ſhould entitle you to ſucceed in an enterprize, 


in which the ableſt ard baſeſt of your predeceſſors have found 
their deſtruction. You may continue to deceive your gracious 


maſter with falſe reprelentations of the temper and condition 


of his ſubjects. You may command a venal vote, becauſe it 


is the common eſtabliſhed appendage of your office. But 


never hope, that the freeholders will make a tame ſurrender 
of their rights, or that an Engliſh army will join with you 
in overturning the liberties of their country, They know 
that their firſt duty as citizens, is paramount to all ſubſequent 
engagements; nor will they prefer the diſcipline, or even the 
honours of their proteſſion, to thoſe ſacred original rights 
which belonged to them before they were ſoldiers, and which 
they claim and poſſeſs as the birthright of Engliſhmen, 
Return my Lord, before it be too late. to that eaſy, inſipid 
ſyſtem which you firſt ſet out with. — Take back your miſ- 


treſs T; the name of friend may be fatal to her, for it leads 
to treachery and perſecution. Indulge the people. Attend | 
Newmarket, Mr. Luttrell may again vacate his ſeat; and 


Mr. Wilkes, if not perſecuted, will ſoon be forgotten, To 
be weak and inactive, is ſafer than to be daring and criminal; 
and wide is the diſtance between a riot of the populace and a 
convulſion of the whole kingdom. You may live to make the 


experiment, but. no honeſt man can wiſh you ſhould ſur- 


8 1 
1 


vive it. | _ 
| 
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AEFTER XII 5þ 
0 HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF GRAFTON, 


JUNIUS. 


| My Lord, 5 8 May 30, 1769. : Wy 


F the meaſures in which you have been moſt ſucceſsful, 
1 bad been ſupported by any tolerable appearance of argu- 


ment, I ſhould have thought my time not ill employed, in 
V „ continuing 


t The Duke, about this time, had ſeparated himſelf from Anne Parſons ; but 


propoſed to continue united with her, on ſome Platonic terms of frieadſhip ; 
which the rejected with contempt, His baſeneſs to this woman is beyond deſcrip- 


tion or belief. 
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continuing to examine your conduct as a miniſter, and ſtatin 
it fairly to the public. But, when I ſee queſtions of the high. 
eſt natural importance carried as they have been, and the bl 
principles of the con ſlitution openly violated, without argu- 
ment or decency, I] confeſs I give up the cauſe in deſpair, 
The meaneſt of your predeceſſors had abilities ſufficient to 
give a colour to their meaſures, If they invaded the rights 
of the people, they did not dare to offer a dire inſult to their 
underſlanding ; and in former times, the moſt venal parlia. 
ments made it a condition, in their bargain with the miniſter, 
that he ſhould furniſh them with ſome plauſible pretences 
for ſelling their country and themſelves, You have had the 
Merit of introducing a more compendious ſyſtem of govern. 
ment and logic. You neither addreſs yourſelf to the paſſions, 
nor to the underſtanding, but ſimply to the touch. You ap. 
ply yourſelf immediately to the feelings of your friends; who, 0. 
_ contrary to the forms of parliament, never enter heartily into th 
a debate, until they have divided, 1 8 ” 


© . 


Relinquiſhing therefore. all idle views of amendment to your MW * 
Grace, or of benefit to the public, let me be permitted to 
conſider your character and condutt merely as a ſubjeR of 
curious ſpeculation, —There is ſomething in both, which dif. 
tinguiſhes you not only from all other miniſters, but all other 
men; it is not that you do wrong by deſign, but that you 
| ſhould never do right by miſtake, It is not that your indo- 
lence and your activity have been equally miſapplied ; but 
that the firſt uniform principle, or, if 1 may call it the genius 
of your life, ſhould have carried you through every poſſible 
change and contradiftion of conduct, without the momentary 
imputation or colour of a virtue; and that the wildeſt ſpirit 
of inconſiſtency ſhould never once have betrayed you into a 
wile or honourable action. This, I own, gives an air of ſingu- 
larity to your fortune, as well as to your diſpoſition. Let us 
look back together to a ſcene, in which a mind like yours 
will find nothing to repent of, Let us try, my Lord, how 
well you have ſupported the various relations in which you 
ſtood to your Sovereign, your country, your friends, and 
yourſelf. Give us, if it be poſſible, ſome excuſe to poſterity, 
and to ourſelves, for ſubmitting to your adminiſtration, If 
not the abilities of a great minither tf not the integrity of a pa- 
triot, or the fidelity of a friend, ſhow us at leaſt the firmneſs 
of a man, — For the ſake of your miſtreſs, the lover ſhall be 
ſpared, I will not lead her into public, as you have done: 
Nor will I inſuit the memory of eparted beauty. Her ſex, 
- Which alone made her amiable in your eyes, makes her re- 
ipectable in mine. 88 | 
Ihe character of the reputed anceſtors of ſome men, has 
made it poſlible for their deſcendants to be vicious in the ex- 
py, th treme 


r © '- - Þ 


jeh. Mreme, without being degenerate, Thoſe of your grace, for 
rf} Waſtance, left no diſtreſſing examples of virtue even to their 
legitimate poſterity; and you may look back with pleaſure to 
in illuſtrious pedigree, in which heraldry has not left a ſingle 
good quality upon record to inſult or upbraid you. You have 
better proofs of your deſcent, my Lord, than the regiſter of 
2 marriage, or any troubleſome inheritance of reputation, 
ſhere are ſome heriditary ſtrokes of character by which a fa- 
ter Dnily may be as clearly diſtinguiſhed as by the blackeſt fea- 
' Wtures of the human face, Charles the Firſt lived and died a 
the Wiypocrite, Charles the Second was a hypocrite of another 
ſort, and ſhould have died upon the ſame ſcaffold, At the 
diſtance of a century, we ſee the different characters happily 
revived and blended in your Grace, Sullen and ſevere with- 
ho. out religion, profligate without gaity, you live like Charles 
me Second, without being an amiable companion; and for 
aught I know, may die as his father did, without the repuia- 
Wagors martyr... oo 7 | 

Sf You had already taken your degrees with credit, in thoſe 
of schools in which the Engliſh nobility are formed to virtue, 
1:7 MW when you were intro luced to Lord Chatham's | pag : 
her From Newmarket, White's and the oppoſition, he gave you 
to the world with an air of popularity, which young men 
uſually ſet out with, and ſeldom preſerve :—grave and plau- 
ut Ml fible enough to be thought fit for buſineſs; too young for 
treachery ; and, in ſhort, a patriot of no unpromiling expec= 
dle tions. Lord Chatham was the earlieſt object of your political 
wonder and attachment; yet, you deſerted him, upon the firſt 
rit hopes that offered of an equal ſhare of power with Lord Rock- 
oa iagham. When the Duke of Cumberland's firſt negociation 
failed, and when the favourite was puſhed to the laſt extre- 
us mity, you ſaved him, by joining with an adminiſtration. in 
which Lord Chatham had refuſed to engage. Still, however, 


Irs 1 = 
„he was your friend; and you are yet to explain to the world, 
du why you conſented to act without him; or why, after uniting 


d with Lord Rockingham, you deſerted and betrayed him, 
y You complained that no mealures were taken to ſatisfy your 
It @ patron ; and that your friend Mr. Wilkes, who had fuffered 
ſo much for the party, had been abandoned to his fate, They 
have ſince contributed, not a little, to your preſent plerititude 
of power: yet, -I think, Lord Chatham has leſs reaſon than 
& ever to be ſatisfied ; and as for Mr. Wilkes, 1t is perhaps, the 


= greateſt misfortune of his life, that you ſhould have ſo many 

-. | compenſations to make in the cloſet for your former friend- 
ſhip with him, Your gracious Maſter underſtands your cha- 

1s 15 15 e „„ oo Þ 


* To underſtand theſe paſſages the reader is referred to a noted pamphlet, called 
The Hiſtory of the Minority. PO 0 | 
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28 ; and makes you a perſecutor, becauſe you have been: 
friend. ele, | | 
 LordChatham formed his laſt adminiſtration upon princi. 
Po which you certainly concurred in, or you could never 
zave been placed at the head of the treaſury. By deſerting 
thoſe principles. and by acting in direct contradiction to them, 
in which he found you were ſecretly ſupported in the cloſet, 
you ſoon forced him to leave you to yourſelf, and to withdiaw 
his name from an adminiſtration which had been formed on 
the credit of it. You had then a proſpect of friendſhips bet. 
ter ſuited to your genius, and more likely to fix your diſpo- 
ſition, Marriage is the point on which every rake is ſtationary 
at laſt; and truly, my Lord, you may well be weary of the 
circuit you have taken; for you have now fairly travellcd 
through every ſign in the political zodiack, from the Scorpion 
in which you ſtung Lord Chatham, to the hopes of a virgint 
in the houſe of Bloomſbury. One would think that you had 
had ſufficient experience of the frailty of nuptial engagements, 
or, at leaſt that ſuch a friendſhip as the Duke of Bedſord's 
might have been ſecured to you by the auſpicious marriage of 
your late Dutcheſs with “ his nephew. But ties of this ten- 
der nature cannot be drawn too. cloſe: and it may poſſibly 
be a part of the Duke of Bedford's ambition, after making her 
an honeſt woman, to work a miracle of the fame ſort upon 
your Grace, This worthy nobleman has long dealt in vittue, 
There has been a large conſumption of it 1a his own family, 
and in the way of traffick, I dare ſay he has bought and lold 
more than half the repreſentative integrity of the nation. 
In a political view, this union is not imprudent. The fa- 
vour of princes 1s a periſhable commodity, You have now a 
ſtrength ſufficient to command the cloſet; and if it be necel- 
ſary to betray one friendſhip more, you may ſet even Lord 
Bute at defiance. Mr. Stewart M+*Kenzie may poſſibly re- 
member what uſe the Duke of Bedford uſually makes of his 
power; and our gracious Sovereign, J doubt not rejoices at 
this firſt appearance of union among his ſervants, His late 
Majeſty, under the happy influence of a family connection be- 
tween his miniſters, was relieved from the cares of govern— 
ment. A more active Prince may perhaps obſerve, with ſuſ- 
picion, by what degrees an artful ſervant grows upon his 
maſter, from the. firſt unlimited profeſſions of duty and at- 
tachment, to the painful repreſentat ion of the neceſſity of the 
royal ſervice, and ſoon, in regular progreſſion, to the humble 
inſolence of diftating in all the obſequious forms of peremp- 
| _ tory 
+ His Grace had lately married Miſs"Wrottefley, niece of the Good Gertrude, 


Dutcheſs of Bedford, 1 | 
* ® Miſs Liddte, after her diyorce from the Duke, married Lord Upper Offory- 
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tory ſubmiſſion, The interval is carefully employed in forming 
connections, creating. intereſts, collecting a party and laying 
the foundation of double marriages; until the deluded Prince, 
who thought he had found & creature proftituted to his ſer- 
vice, and inſignificant enough to be always dependent upon 
his pleaſure, finds him, at Jaſt, too strong to be commanded, 
and 100 formidable to be removed, 08 „ 
Your Giace's public conduct as a miniſter, is but the coun- 
ter part of your private hiſtory; the ſame inconſiſtency, the 
ſame contradictions. In America we trace you from the fir ſt᷑ 
oppoſition to the Stamp At, on principles of convenience, 
% Mr. Pitt's ſurrender of the right; then forward to Lord 
Rockingham's ſurrender of the fact: then back again to Loid 
Rockingham's declaration of the right; then forward to tax- 
«tion with Mr, !ownſhend; and in the laſt inſtance, from 
the gentle Conway's undetermined diſcretion, to blood and 
compulſion with the Duke of Bedford: Yet, if we may be- 
lieve the ſimplicity of Lord North's eloquence, at the open - 
ing of next leſſions, you are once more to be the patron of 
America, Is this the wiſdom of a great miniſter ? or is it the 
ominous Vibration of a pendulum? Had you no 1 57 of 
your own my Lord? Or was it the gratification of betraying 
every party with which you have heen united, and of deſert» | 
ing every political principles in which you had concurred? | 
' Your enemies may turn their eyes without regret from this 
admirable ſyſtem of provincial government, They will find 
gratification enough in the ſurvey of your domeſtic and fo- 
jeign policy. e e 5 os 
If, inſtead of diſowning Lord Shelbourne, the Britiſh court 
had interpoſed with dignity and firmneſs, you know my Lord, 
that Corſica would never have been invaded. The French 
ſaw the weakneſs of a diſtracted miniſtry, and were juſtified 
in treating you with contempt. They would probably have 
yielded in the firſt inſtance, rather than hazard a rupture with 
this country ; but, being once engaged, they cannot retreat, 


without diſhonour. Common ſenſe foreſees conſequences 


which have eſcaped your Grace's penetration, Either we 
ſuffer the French to make an acquiſition, the importance of 
which you have probably no conception of; or we oppoſe 
them by an underhand management, which only diſgraces us 
in the eyes of Europe, without anſwering any purpole of po- 
licy or prudence. From ſecret, indirect aſſiſtance, a tranſition 
to ſome more open deciſive mealures becomes unavoidable ; 
till at laſt we had ourſelves principal in the war, and are 
obliged to hazard every thing for an object which might have 
originally been obtained without expence or danger, I am 
not verſed in the politics of the north; but this I believe is 
certain; that half the money you have diſtributed to carry the 

| expulſion 
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expulſion of Mr, Wilkes, or even your ſecretary's ſhare in the 
laſt ſubſcription, would have kept the Turks at your devotion, 
Was it ceconomy, my Lord? or did the coy reſiſtance you 
have conſtantly met with in the Britiſh ſenate, make you def. 
pair of corrupting the Divan? Your friends indeed have the 
firſt claim upon your bounty; but if five hundred pounds: 


year can be ſpared in penſion to Sir John Moore, it would 
not have diſgraced you to have allowed ſomething to the ſe. 


cret ſervice of the public, CS 
You will fay perhaps, that the fituation of affairs at home, 


demanded ard engrofſed the whole of your attention. Here 


I confeſs, you have been active. An amiable, accompliſhed 
prince aſcends the throne under the happieſt of all auſpices, 


the acclamation: and united affections of his ſubjects. The 
firſt meaſures of his reign, and even the odium of a favourite, 
were not able to ſhake their zttachment. Your ſervices, my 


Lord, have been more ſucceſsful. Since you were permitted 
to take the lead, we have ſeen the natural effects of a ſyſtem 
of government at once both odious and contemptible, We 
have ſeen the laws ſometimes ſcandalouſly relaxed, ſometimes 
violently ſtretched beyond their tone, We have ſeen the 
perſon of the Sovereign inſulted ; and in profound peace, and 
with an indiſputed title, the fidelity of his ſubjects brought 


7 by his own ſervants into public qyeſtion.F Without abilities, 


reſolution, or intereſt, you have done more than Lord Bute 


could accompliſh with all Scotland at his heels. 


Your Grace, little anxious perhaps ei:her for preſent or 


Future reputation, will not deſire to be handed down in theſe 


colours to poſterity, You have reaſon to flatter yourſelf that 


the memory of your adminiſtration will ſurvive even the forms 


of a conſtitution, which our anceſtors vainly hoped would be 
immortal; and as for your perſonal character, I will not, for 
the honour of human nature, ſuppoſe that you can wiſh to 


Have it remembered. The condition of the project times 18 


deſperate indeed ; but there 1s a debt due to thoſe who come 


after us; and it is the hiſtorian's office to puniſh, though he 


cannot correct. I do not give you to poſterity as a pattern to 
imitate, but as an example to deter; and as your conduct com- 
prehends every thing that a wiſe or honeſt miniſter ſhould 
avoid, I mean to make you a negative inſtruction to your ſuc- 


ceſſors ſor eve. | : > 
OY OF”; JUNIUS, 


+ The wiſe Duke, about this time, exerted all the influence of government 
to procure addreſſes to fatisfy the King of the fidelity of his ſubjects. They came 


in very thick from Scotland: but after the appearance of this letter, we heard no 
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Siu Jene, 1, e, 
HE Duke of Graſton's friends, not finding it convenient 
to enter into a conteſt with Junius, are now reduced to 
the laſt melancholy reſource. of defeated argument, the flat 
eneral charge of ſcurrility and falſehood. As for his ſtyle, 
ſhall leave it to the critics. The truth of his fats is of mores 
importance to the public. They are of ſuch a nature- that 4 
think a bare contradiction will have no wheight with any 
man who judges for himſelf, Let us take them in the order 
in which they appear in his laſt letter. 


. Have not the firf} rights of the people, and the firſt | 


principles of the conſtitution, been openly invaded, and the 
very name of an electon made ridiculous, by the arbitrary ap- 
pointment of Mr, Luttrell ? BFV 
2. Did not the Duke of grafton frequently lead his miſtreſs 
into public, and even'place her at the head of his table, as if 
he had pulled down an ancient temple of Venus, and could 
bury all decency and ſhime under the ruins ? ls this the man 
who dares to talk of Mr Wilkes's morals? s 
3. Is not the character of his preſumtpive anceſtors as ſtrong- 
ly marked in him, as if he had deſcended from them in a direct 
legitimate line? The idea of his death is only praphetic ; 
and what is prophecy but a narrative preceding the fact! 
4. Was not Lord Chatham the firſt who railed him to the 
unk and poſt ofa miniſter, and the krſt whom he abandoned? 
115 Did he not join with Lord Rockingham and betray | 
6, Was he not the boſom friend of Mr, Wilkes, whom he 
now perſues to deſtruction ; IT 
7. Did he not take his degrees with credit at Newmarket, 
White's, and the 1 805, T.... oa 
8. After deſerting Lord Chatham's principles, and ſacrificing 
his friendſhip, is he not now cloſely united with a ſet of men 
who, though they have occaſionally joined with all parties, 
have, in every different fituation, and at all times, been equally 
and conſtantly deteſted by this county ©  _ 
9. Has not Sir John Moore a penſion of five hundred 
pounds a-year ?—This may probably be an acquittance of fa- 
vuurs upon the turf ; hut is it poſſible for a miniſter to offer 
a groſſer outrage to a nation, which has lo very lately cleared 
away the beggary of the civil liſt a: the expence of more than 
ß dr ones ad 3: 
10. Is there any one mode of thinking or aging with reſpe& 
to America, which the Duke of Graftan has not ſucceſſively 
adopted and abandoned ? * 50 . 
| i 11.18 
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11. Is there not a ſingular mark of | ſhame ſet upon this 
man, who has ſo little delicacy and feeling as to ſubmit to 
the opprobrium of marrying a near relation of one who had 
debauched his wife ?—In the name of decency how are theſe 
amiable couſins to meet at their uncle's: table P— It will be a 
ſcene in Oedipus, without the diſtreſs.— Is it wealth, or wit, 

or beauty—or is the amorous youth in love?" "© © 

The reſt is notorious.” That Corſica” has been ſacrificed to 
the French: that, in ſome inſtances, the laws have been'ſcan. 
dalouſly relaxed and in others daringly violated; and that the 
_ King's ſubjects have been called upon to aſſure him of their 

fidelity, in ſpite- of the meaſures of his ſervants? 7 
A writer, who builds his arguments upon facts ſuch az 
_ theſe, is not eaſily to be confuted. He is not to be an{wered 
by general aſſertions, or general reproaches, He may want 
eloquence to amuſe and perſuade ; but, ſpeaking truth, he 
mult always convince, e 5 


pHILO JUNIUS. 
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| HE name of 014 Noll is 'deſtined to be the ruin of the 
bhouſe of Stuart. There is an ominious fatality in it, 
Which even the ſpurious deſcendants of the family cannot el. 
cape. Oliver Cromwell had the merit of conducting Charles 
the Firſt to the block. Your correſpondent Orv Nor ap- 
pears to have the ſame defign upon the Duke of Grafton, His 
arguments conſiſt better with the title he has aſſumed, than 
with the principles he profefſess for though he pretends to 
be an advocate for the Duke, he takes care to give us the bel 
Treaſon why his patron ſhould regularly follow the fate of hi 
: prom 4 ancestor.— Through the whole courſe of the 
uke of Grafton's life, I ſee'a ſtrange endeavour to unite con. 
traditions which cannot be reconciled, He marries, to be 
divorced ; he keeps a miſtreſs, to remind him of conjugal 
endearments; and he "chooſes ſuch friends as it is virtue in 
him to deſert. If it were poſſible for the genius of that at. 
compliſhed preſident who pronounced ſentence upon Charle: 
the Fuſt, to be revived in ſome modern ſy cophant + hi 
grace, I doubt not, would by ſympathy diſcover him amony 
the dregs of mankind, and take him for a guide in thoſe paths 

which naturally condutt a miniſter to the {caffold, = 
The aſſertion that two-thirds of the nation approve of the 
. | ecceptance of Mr, Luitrell (for even 01d Noll is too modeſt to 
c all it an eleftion) can neither be maintained nor confutet 


Y 1 It is hardly neceſſary to remind the reader of the name of Bradſhaw, 


by 
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by argument. It is a point of fact, on which every Engliſh 
ntleman will determine for himſelf.” As to lawyers, their 
profeſſion is ſupported by the indiſcriminate defence of right 
znd wrong; and I confeſs I have not that opinion of their 
knowledge or integrity, to think it neceſſary that. they ſhould 
decide for me upon a plain conſtitutional queſtion. With 
reſpe@ to the appointment of Mr. Luttrell, the Chancellor has 


a WF Blackſtone is Solicitor to the Queen. The Doctor recollected 
red B that he had a place to 8 though he forgot that he had 
ant I a reputation to loſe. e have now the good fortune to un- 

he Bf derſtand the Doctor's principles, as well as writings. For the 
I defence of truth, of law, and reaſon, the Doctor's book may 
.be ſafely conſulted ; but whoever wiſhes to cheat a neighbour. 
= | of his eſtate, or to rob a country of its rights, need make no 

ſcruple of conſulting the Doctor himſelf, | . 
2 The example of the Engliſh nobility may, for aught I know, 
l ſufficiently juſtiſy the Duke of Grafton, when he indulges his 
). WW genius in all the faſhionable exceſſes of the age; yet, conſider- 
the ing his rank and station, I think it would do him more ho- 
| it, WM our to be able to deny the fact, than to defend it by ſuch. 
t el. zuthority. But if vice itſelf could be excuſed, there is yet a 
arle certain diſplay of it, a certain outrage to decency, and violation 
ap · ¶ of public decorum, which, for the benefit of ſociety, ſhould 

His never be forgiven. It is not that he kept a mistreſs at home, 
than but that he conſtantly attended her abroad. — It is not the 
ds to private indulgence but the public inſult, of which I com- 
belt plain. The name of Miſs Parſons would hardly have been 
he known, if the Firſt Lord of the Treaſury had not led her in 
f theſ triumph through the Opera Houſe, even in the preſence of 
con · ¶ the Queen. When we ſee a man act in this manner, we may 
o be admit the ſhameleſs depravity of his heart; but what are we 
jugel to think of his underſtanding ? „ i 
ue in His Grace, it ſeems, is now to be a regular domeſtic man; 

t ac. and as an omen of the future delicacy and correctneſs of his 
varles conduct, he marries a firſt couſin of the man who had fixed 
+ hig chat mark and title of infamy upon him, which, at the ſame 
mong moment makes a hauſband unhappyand ridiculous, The ties 
paths of conſanguinity may poſlibly preſerve him from the ſame fate 
4 ſecond time! and as to the diſtreſs of meeting, I take for 
of the granted the venerable uncle of theſe common couſins has ſet- 
eſt io tled the etiquette in ſuch a manner, that, if a miſtake ſhould 
[futcd} happen, it may reach no farther than from Madame ma femme to 
5 Madame ma cou ne. 5 _ 

by The Duke of Grafton has always ſome excellent reaſon for 


never yet given any authentic opinion. Sir Fletcher Norton 


is indeed an honeſt, a very honeſt man; and the 29 Ge- 
neral is ex- icio, the guardian of liberty, to take care, I pre 


ume, 
that it ſhall never break out into a criminal exceſs Doctor 


delerting his friends, The age and incapacity of Lord Chatham, 
| „„ the 


the debility of Lord Rockingham—or the infamy of Mr, 
Wilkes. There was a time indeed, when he did not. appear 
to be quite ſo well acquainted or ſo violently offended; with 
the infirmities of his friends. Byt now I confeſs they are not 
ill exchanged for the youthſul vigorous virtue of the Duke af 
edford: —the firmneſs of General Conway ;—the blunt, or 
if I may call it the awkward, integrity of Mr Rigby ;—and the 
ſpotleſs morality of Lord Sandwich, . 185 
If a late penfion to a ꝓ broken gambler be an act worthy of 
commendation, the duke of Grafton's connexions will furniſh 
him with many opportunities of doing praiſe- worthy actions; 
and as he himſelf bears no part of the expence, the genero- 
ſity of diſtributing the public money for the ſupport of virtu- 
ous families in difireſs will be an unqeſtionable proof, of his 
Grace's humanity. EY 2 ALE l 
As to the public affairs, Old Noll is a little tender of deſcen- 
ding to particulars. He does not deny that Corſica has been 
ſacrificed to France; and he confeſſes, that, with regard to 
America, his patron's meaſures have been ſubject to ſome va- 
riation: but then he promiſes wonders of ſtability and firm- 
neſs for the future. Theſe are myſteries of which we muſt 
not pretend to judge by experience; and truly I fear, we ſhall 
2eriſh in the Deſart before we arrive at the Land of Promiſe, 
n the regular courſe of things, the period of the Duke of 
Grafton's miniſterial S0 ſhould now be approaching, 
The imbecility of his infant ſtate was committed to Lord 
Chatham. Charles Townſhend took ſome care of his educa- 
tion at that ambiguous age, which lies between the follies of 
political childhood, and the vices of puberty, The empire 
of the paſſions ſoon ſucceeded, His earlieſt principles and 
connexions were of courſe forgotten or deſpiſed, The com- 
pany he has lately kept has been of no ſervice to his morals; 
and, in the conduct of public affairs, we ſee the character of 
his time of life ſtrongly diſtinguiſhed, An obſtinate ungovern- 
able ſelf ſufficiency plainly points out to us that ſtate of im- 
erfe& maturity, at which the graceful levity of youth is loſt, 
and the ſolidity of experience not yet acquired. It is poſſible 
the young man may in time grow wiſer, and reform, but, if 
J underſtand his diſpoſition, it is not of ſuch corrigible ſtuff, 
hat we ſhould hope for any amendment in him, hr ac he has 
accompliſhed the deſtruftion of this country. Like other 
rakes, he may perhaps live to ſee his error, but not until he 


has ruined his eſtate, 5 
PHILO JUNIUS, 


1 


sir John Moore, 
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determine for himſelf. 
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ro nis GRACE THE DUKE, OF GRATTON., 
ET PITS 05 576 095 0” OR - 
F Nature had given you an under ſtanding qualified to 
keep pace with the wiſhes and principles of your heart, 
ſhe would have made you perhaps the moſt formidable Miniſte 
that ever was employed under a limited monarch,to accompliſh 


-» 


; : 
10 £1 


the ruin of a free people. When neither the feelings of 


ſhame, the reproaches of conſcience; nor the dread of pu- 
niſhment form any bar to the defigns of a miniſter, the people 
would have too much reaſon to lament their condition, if 
they did not find fome reſource in the weaknefs of his un- 
derftanding. We owe it to the bouttity of providence, that 
the compleieſt depravity of the heart is ſometimes ſtramgel) 
united with a confufion of the mind, which counteracts the 
molt favourite principles, and makes the ſame man treache- 
rous without art, and a hypocrite without deceiving. The 
meaſures for inſtance, in which your Grace's activity has 
been chiefly exerted, as they were adopted without ſkill, 
ſhould have been conducted with more than common dex- 
terity, But truly, my Lord, the execution has been as groſs 
as the deſign, By one deciſive ſtep you have defeated all the 
arts of writing. You have fairly confounded the intrigues 
of oppoſition, amd ſilenced the clamours of faction. A 


dark ambiguous ſyſtem might require and futniſn the mate- 
rials of ingenious illuſtration ;. and in doubtful meaſures; the 


virulent exaggeration of party muſt be employed, to rouſe 


and engage the paſſions of the people, You have now 


brought the merits of your adminiſtration to an iſſue, oi 
which every Engliſhman, of the narroweſt capacity may 
It is not an alarm to the paſſions, 
but a calm appeal to the judgment of the people, upon their 
own, molt eſſential intereſts. A more experienced miniſter 
would not have hazarded a direct invaſion of the firſt princi- 

les of the conſtitution, before he had made ſome progreſs 
in ſubduing the ſpirit of the people. With ſuch a cauſe as 
yours, my lord, it is not ſufficient that you have the court at 
your devotion, unleſs you can find means to corrupt or in- 
timidate the Jury. The collective body of the people form 
that jury, and from their deciſion their is but one appeal. 
| Whether you have talents to ſupport you, at a crifis of 
ſuch difficulty and danger, ſhould long fince have been con- 
ſidered. judging truly of your diſpoſition, you have per- 
haps iniſtaken ihe extent of your capacity. Good faith and 
folty have lo long been received as {ſynonymous terms, that the 
reverſe of the propoſition has grown into credit, and every 
villain fancies himſelf a man of abilities. It is the age = 
W 1 | on 


ſion of your friends, my Lord, that you have drawn ſome 
haſty concluſion of this ſort, and that a partial reliance upon 
your moral character has betrayed you * the depth of 

your underſtanding. Vou have now carried things too far to 
retreat. You, have plainly declared to the people what they cor 
are to expect from the continuance of your un ien evi 
It is time for your Grace to conſider what you alſo may ex- ou 


pect in return from their ſpirit and their reſentment, _ . Wit 
Since the acceſſion of our moſt gracious Sovereign to the Le 
throne, we have ſeen a ſyſtem of government which may Wi» 
well be called a reign of experiments. Parties of all deno- tu 
minations have been employed and diſmiſſed. The advice of or 


the ableſt men in this country has been repeatedly called for at 
and rejected; and when the Royal e has been ſigni- th 
fied to a miniſter, the marks of it have uſually been propor. WW { 
tioned to his abilities and integrity, The ſpirit of the Fa- 0 
VOURITE had ſome apparent influence upon every adminiſ- 
tration; and every ſet of miniſters preſerved an appearance 
of duration, as long as they ſubmitted to that influence. 
But there were certain ſervices to be performed for the fa- 
vourite's ſecurity, or to gratify his reſentments, which your 
predeceſſors in office had the wiſdom or the virtue not ta 
undertake. The moment this refractory ſpirit was diſcovered 
their diſgrace was determined. Lord Chatham, Mr, Grenville, 
and Lord Rockingham, have ſucceſively had the honour to 
be diſmiſſed for preferring their duty as ſervants of the pub- 
lic, to thoſe compliances which were expected from their 
ſtation, A ſubmiſſive adminiſtration was at laſt gradually 
collected from the deſerters of all parties, intereſts, and con- 
nettions : and nothing remained but to find a leader for theſe 
gallant well diſciplined troops, Stand forth, my Lord, for 
thou art the man, Lord Bute found no reſource of depen- 
dence or ſecurity in the proud impoling ſuperiority of fone 
Chatham's abilities, the ſhrewd inflexible judgment of Mr, 
Grenville, nor in the mild but determined integrity of Lord 
Rockingham. His views and ſituation required a creature 
void of all theſe properties ; and he was forced to go through 
every diviſion, 1cfolution, compolition, and refinement of 
political chymiſtry, befoze he happily arrived at the caput 
mortuum of vitriol in your Grace. Flat and infipid in your 
retired ſtate, but brought into action you become vitriol 
again. Such are the extremes of alternate indolence or fury 
which have governed your whole adminiſtration, Your cir- 
cumſtances with regard to the people ſoon becoming deſpe- 
rate, hike other honeſt ſervants you determined to involve the 
beſt of maſters in the ſame difficulties with yourſelf, We 
owe it to your Grace's well-diretted labours, that your Sove- 
Teign has been perſuaded to doubt of the affettions of his 
7 75 ſubjects, 


ſubje&s, and the people to ſuſpect the virtues of their Sove- 
reign, at a time when both were unqueſtionable. "You have 
degraded the Royal dignity into a baſe and diſhonourable * 
competition with Mr. Wilkes: nor had you abilities to carry 
even the laſt contemptible triumph over a private man, with- 
out the groſſeſt violation of the fundamental laws of the con- 
ſtitution and rights of the people. But theſe are rights, my 
Lord, which you can no more annihilate, than you can the 
ſoil to which they are annexed. The queſtion no longer. 
turns upon points of national honour- and ſecurity abroad 
or, on the degrees of expedience and propriety of meaſures 
at home. It was not inconſiſtent that you ſhould abandon 
the cauſe of liberty in another country, which you had per- 
ſecuted in your own 5 and in the common arts of domeſtick 
corruption, we mils no part of Sir Robert Walpole's ſyſtem 
except his abilities. In this humble and imitative line you 
might long have proceeded, fafe and contemptible. You 
might probably never have riſen to the dignity of being hated, 
and even have been deſpifed with moderation. But it ſeems 


| you meant to be diſtinguiſhed ; and to a mind like yours, there 


was no other road to fame but by the deſtruction of a noble fa- 
brick, which you thought had been too long the admiration of 
mankind. The uſe you have made of the military force intro- 
daced an alarming change in the mode of executing the laws. 
The arbitrary appointment of Mr. Luttrell invades the 
foundation of the laws themſelves, as it manifeſtly transfers 
the right of legiſlation from thoſe whom the people have cho- 
ſen to thoſe whom they have rejected. With a ſucceſſion of 
ſuch appointments; we may ſoon ſee a Houſe of Commons 
collected, in the choice of which the other towns and coun- 
ties of England will have as little ſhare as the devoted county 
of Middleſex, © $30 3667 L237 h ; - 7716775 Mi 43 If 
Yet I truſt that your Grace will find that the people of 
this country are neither to be intimidated by violent mea» 


| fures, nor deceived by refinements, When they ſee Mr. 


Luttrell ſeated in the Houſe of Commons by mere dint of 
power, and in direct oppoſition to the choice of 'a whole 
county, they will not liſten to thoſe ſubtilties,, by which 
every arbitrary exertion of authority is explained into the 
law and privilege of parliament. It requires no perſuaſion 
of argument, but {imply the evidence of the ſenſes, to con- 
vince them that to transfer the right of election from the 

collective to the repreſentative body of the people, contra- 

dicts all thoſe ideas of a Houſe of Commons, which they 
have received from their forefathers, and which they had 

already, though vainly perhaps, delivered to their children, 
The principles on which this violent meaſure has been de- 
fened, have added fcorn to injury, and forced us to feel that 

we are not only oppreſſed, but inſulted. 


Wik. 
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might be deterred, until your morals ſhall happily be ripened 
| 1 | fs 
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With what force, my Lord, with. what protection, are you 
prepared to meet the united deteſtation of the people of 

ngland ? The City of London has given a generous ex- 
ample to the kingdom, in what manner a king of this con. 
try ought to be addreſſed ; and I fancy, my Lord, it is not 


yet in your courage to ſtand between your Sovereign and the 
addreſſes of his ſubjects. The injuries you have done this 


country are ſuch as demand not only redreſs, but: vengeance, 


In vain ſhall you look for protection to that venal vote which 


you have already paid for Another muſt be purchaſed ; and 


to ſave a Miniſter, the Houſe of Commons muſt declare them- 


ſelves not only independent of their conſtituents, but the 


determined enemies of the conſtitution. Conſider, my Lord, 


whether this be an extremity to which their fears will per. 
mit them to advance; or, if their protection ſhould fail you, 
how far you are authoriſed to rely upon the ſincerity of thoſe 
ſmiles which a pious court laviſhes without reluttance upon a 
libertine by profeſſion, It is not indeed the leaſt of the 


| thouſand contragitions which, attend you, that a man, 


marked to the world by the groſſeſt violation of all ceremony 
and decorum, ſhould be the firſt ſervant of a court, in which 
prayers are morality and kneeling is religion. 


| Truſt not too far to appearances, by which your Prede- 


ceſſors have been deceived, though they have not been in- 


jured. Even the beſt of princes may at laſt diſcovey, that 


this is a contention. in which every thing may be loſt, but 


nothing can be gained and as you became miniſter by accident, 


were adopted without choice, truſted without confidence, 


and continued without. favour, be aſſured, that, whenever 


an occaſion preſſes, you will be diſcarded without even the 
forms of regiet. You will then have reaſon to be thankful, 
if you are permitted to retire to that ſeat of learning, which, 
in contemplation of the ſyſtem of your life, the comparative 
purity of your manners with thoſe of their high ſteward, and 
a thouſand other recommending circumſtances, has choſen 


you to encourage the growing virtue of their youth, and to 


preſide over their education. Whenever the ſpirit of dil- 


tributing prebends and biſhopricks ſhall have departed from 
you, you will find that learned ſeminary perfectly recovered 


rom the delirium of an inflallation, and, what in truth it 
ought to be, once more a peaceful ſcene of ſlumber and 
thoughtleſs meditation. The venerable tutors of the uni- 
verſity will no longer diſtreſs your modelly, by propoſing 


you for a pattern to their pupils. The learned dulneſs of 


declamation will be filent ; and even the venal muſe, though 


happieſt in fiction, will forget your virtues. Yet, for the 


benefit of the ſucceeding age, I could with that your retreat 
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o that maturity of corruption, at which the worſt examples 
caſe to be contagious. . i 3 
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"LETFER' APY: 
TO THE PRINTAZ OF THE PUBLIC AUVERTISER... 


vreg'0 7h 5 July 19, 1769. 
A GREAT deal of uſeleſs argument might have been 


* 


the expulſion of Mr, Wilkes, and the ſubſequent appoint- 
ment of Mr. Luttrell, if the queſtion had been once ſtated 
with preciſion to the ſatisfaction of each party, and clearly 
underſtood by them both. But in this, as in almoſt every 
other diſpute, it uſually happens, that much time is loſt in 
teferring to a multitude of caſes 'and precedents, which 
prove nothing to the purpoſe ; or in maintaining propoſitions 
which are either not diſputed, or, whether they be admitted 
br denied; are entirely indifferent as to the matter in debate; 
until at laſt the mind, perplexed and confounded with the 
de. endleſs ſubtilties of controverſy, loſes fight of the main 
os a and never arrives at truth. Both parties in the 
hat diſpute are apt enough to ptactiſe theſe diſhoneſt artifices. 
The man who is conſcious of the weakneſs of his cauſe, is 
intereſted in concealing it: and on the other fide, it is not 
uncommon to ſce a good cauſe mangled by advocates who do 
kot know the real Rrength of irrt. 
1 ſhould be glad to know, for inſtance, to what purpoſe, 
inthe preſent caſe, ſo many precedents have been produced 
to prove, That the Houſe of Commons have a right to expel 
ch P _ EE | lacy . = 
one of their own members; that it belongs to them to judge 
ng I of the validity of elections; or that the law of parliament is 
part of the law of the land ? After all theſe propoſitions 
are admitted, Mr. Luttrell's right to his ſeat will continue to 
il. de juſt as diſputable as it was before. Not one of them is at 
preſent in agitation, Let it be admitted that the Houſe of 
Commons were authorized to expel Mr. Wilkes, that they 
ed | n | 
are the proper court to judge of elections, and that the 


15 law of parliament is binding upon the people; ſtill it re- 
l 1 7 4 ; . K, ; * 
li. | wains to be enquired, whether the Houſe, by their reſolu- 


: tion in favour of Mr. Luttrell, have or have not truly de- 
* clared that law, To facilitate this enquiry, I would have 
ch the queſtion cleared of all foreign or indifferent matter. The 


+ The reader will obſerve, that theſe admiſſions are made, not as of truths 
at unqueſtienable, but for the fake of argument, and in order to bring the real 
ed queſtion to iſſue. | e 55 ee « 


following 


ſa ed, in the political conteſt which has ariſen from 


| 
+ 
| 
| 
{ 
| 


following ſtale of it will probably be thought a fair one by 


« parliament, that the expulſion of a member of the Houſe 
of Commons, of itſelf creates in him ſuch an incapacity 
„ date, Who, except the perſon expelled, has the greateſt 
apprehend it is not ſufficient for the preſent Houſe of Com- 


mons to declare it to be ſo, We may ſhut our eyes indeed to 


| legiilature to declare new laws, without argument or example, 
_ neceſſary to produce ſome; ſtatute, in which that poſitive pro- 


readily admit, that the cuſtom of parliament, once clearly 


Ihe conſiderarion of what may be reaſonable or unreaſon- 
able, makes no part of this queſtion, We are enquiring 


- the Houſe of Commons, which comes entuely home to the 


both parties; and then I imagine there is no (gentleman in 
this country, who will not be capable of forming a judicious 
and true opinion upon it. I take the queſtion to be ſtrilly 
this : © Whether or not it be the known, eſtabliſhed law of 


„to be re- elected, that, at a ſubſequent election, any votes 
8 given to him are null and void; and that any other candi. 
% number of votes, ought to be the fitting member.“ 

To prove that the affirmative is the law of parliament, 1 
the dangerous conſequences of ſuffering one branch of the 


and it may perhaps be prudent to ſubmit to authority; but a 


mere aſſertion will never convince, much leſs will it be 
thought realonable to prove the right by the fact itſelf, The a 
miniſtry have not yet pretended to ſuch a tyranny over our 4h 
minds. Io ſupport the. affirmative fairly, it will either be i 


viſion ſhall have been made, that ſpecific diſability clearly " 
created, and the conſequences of it declared ; or, if there be v4 
no ſuch ſtatute, the cuſſom of parliament muſt then be re Ml 
ferred to; and ſome caſe or caſes +, ſtrictly in point muſt be 1 
produced, with the deciſion of the court upon them; for! = 


proved. is equally binding with the common and ſtatute law, af 


what the law is, not what it ought to be. Reaſon may be ule 
applied to ſhew the impropriety or expedience of a law, but 


a | | We 
we muſt have either ſtatute or precedent to prove, the ex- Ko 
iſtence of it. At the ſame time, I do not mean to admit * 
that the late reſolution of the Houſe of Commons is deſenſi. *K 


ble on general principles of reaſon, any more than in law, I 
This is not the hinge on which the debate turns. 
. . Suppoling, therefore, that I have laid down an accurate 70 
ſtate of the queſtion, I will venture to affitm, 1ſt, That 
there is no ſtatute exiſting, by which that ſpecific diſability 
which we ſpeak of, is created. If there be, let it be pro- rh. 
duced, The argument will then beat an end. . 


.. 2dly, That there is no precedent, in all the proceedings of 


+ Precedents, in oppoſition to principles, have !ittle weight with Ju Rus; 
dut he thought it neceſſary to meet the Miniſtry upon their own ground. 
TS | preſent 
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breſent caſe. viz. Where an expelled member has been 
returned again, and another candidate, with an inferior 
number of votes, has been declared the ſitting member.“ 
there be ſuch” a precedent, let it be given to us: plainly, 
nd lam ſure it will have more weight than all the cunning 
rgumencs Which have been drawn from inferences and pro- 
abilities. | 1 10, 133 19 Si 16d 8 2 12 91 
The Miniſtry in that laborious pamphlet, which, I pre- 
ame, contains the whole ſtrength of the pu have de- 
led *. That Mr. Walpole's was the firſt and only in- 

ſtance in which the electors of any connty or borough had 
returned a per ſon expelled to ſerve in the ſame parlia- 
ment.“ It is riot poſſible to conceive à caſe more exactly 
point. Mr. Walpole was expelled; and, having a majo- 
ity of votes at the next election was returned again. Ihe 
riends of Mr. Taylor, a candidate ſet up by the Miniſtry, 
titioned. the Houle, that he might be the ſitting member. 
nus far the circumſtances tally exactly, except that our 
Jouſe: of Commans ſaved Mr. Luttrell the trouble of pe- 
toning, ..: The point of law, however, was the ſame. 
came regularly before the Houſe, and it was their buſi- 
[s to determine upon it. They did determine it; for, 

ey declared Mr. Tay for not duly elected. If it be ſaid, that 
ey meant this reſolution as matter of favour and indulgence 
the borough, which had retorted Mr, Walpole upon them, 
order that the burgeſſes, knowing what the law was, 


* 


1 ht correct their error, I anſwer, 3 3 

1 1, That it is a ſtrange way of arguing, to oppoſe a ſuppo- 
'T on, which no man can prove, to a fact, which proves 
w. Halt. 5 3 

Ns 


ne E That if this were the intention of the Houſe of Com- 
3 ons, it muſt have defeated uſclf, Ihe burgeſſes of Lynn 
OY ld never have known their error, much leſs could they 
ve corrected it by any in ſtruction they received from the 


10 oceedings of the Houſe of Commons. They might per- 
. i have foreſeen, that, if they returned Mr, Walpole 
an, he would again be rejected; but they never could 


fer, from à reſolution by which the candidate with the 
E welt votes was declared not duly elected, that, at a future | 
ha on, and in fimilar circumſtances, the Houſe of Com- 
lit ns would reverſe their reſolution, and receive the ſame 
didate as duly elected, whom they had before rejected. 
This indeed would have been a moſt extraordinary way of 
"aring the law of parliament, and what I preſume no 
, whole underſtanding is not at croſs-purpoſes with itſelf, 
ld boſſibly underſtand. o e e. 


* Caſe of the Middleſex EleQion conſidered, page 38. 


If, 


argument, is a mockery of the common underſtanding of th 
ſingle county of its rights, but, by inevitable conſequenc 


For ever, If the Miniſtry are unable to de 


air argument founded on facts, let them ſpare us at leaſt t 
mortification of being amuſed and deluded like children, 
believe there is yet a ſpirit of reſiſtance in this count 
Which will not ſubmit to be oppreſſed; but I am ſure there 
a fund of good ſenſe in this country which cannot be d 
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If, in a caſe of thisimportance, I thought myſelf at libery 


to argue from . $1 ng rather than from facts, I think the 
k 


probability, in this inſtante, is directly the reverſe of wha 
the Miniſtry affirm; and that it is much more likely that th 
Houſe of Commons, at that time would rather have ſtrained 
a point in favour of Mr. Taylor, than that they would hay 


5 violated the law of parliament, and robbed Mr. Taylor of | 


ht legally veſted. in him, to gratify a refractory borougl 


* 
which in defiance of them, had returned a perſon brand 


ed with the [ſtrongeſt mark of the diſpleaſure of 
Houſes: oy ww nanny 16 i 
But really, Sir, this way of talking, for I cannot call 


nation, too groſs to be endured, Our deareſt intereſts are; 
ſtake. An attempt has been made, not merely to rob 


to alter the conſtitution of the Houſe of Commons. Thi 
fatal attempt has ſucceeded, and ſtaads as a er recorde 
end their cauſe 


ceived, | 


ro THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 
Won PAs . 65 Aug. 1, 170 
FT T will not be neceffary for Junius to take the trouble of 
1 ſwering your correſpondent G. A. or the quotation fr 
a ſpeech without doors, publiſhed in your paper of the 2 
of laſt month. The ſpeech appeared before Funzus's lett 
and, as the author ſeems to conſider the great propoſition, ( 
which all his arguments depend, viz. that Mr. Wilkes 1 
under that known legal incapacity of which Junius fſpeak!, 
a point granted, his ſpeech is in no ſhape an an{wer to Jun 
For this is the very queſtion in debate, = 
As to G. A. J obſerve, firſt, that if he did not admit Juris 
ſtate of the queſtion, he ſhould have ſhown the fallacy of 
or given us a more exact one; — ſecondly, that conſis 


ing the many hours and days which the miniſtry * 
their advocates have waſted in public debate, in com 
ing large quartos, and collecting innumerable precedents.“ 
preſsly to prove, that the late proceedings of the houle 
| | | comme 
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commons are warranted by the law, cuſtom, and praftice'of 
liament, it is rather an extraordinary ſuppoſition to be 
made by one of their own party, even for the ſake of arzument, 
that no ſuch ſlatute, no ſuch cuſtom of parliament, no futh caſe in 
joint can be produced, G. A. may, however, make the ſuppo · 
ſtion with ſafety, It contains nothing but literally the fact, 
except that there is a caſe exactly in point, with à deciſion 
of the houſe, diametrically oppoſite to that which the preſent 
houſe of commons came to in favour of Mr. Luttrelll. 
The miniſtry now begin to be aſhamed of che weak neſs of 
their cauſe ; and, as it uſually happens with falſehood; are 
driven to the neceſlity of ſhifting their ground, and changing 
their whole defence, At firſt we were told, that nothin 
could be clearer than that the proceedings of the houſe of 
commons were juſtified by the known law and uniform cuſ- 
tom of parliament. But now it ſeems, if there be no law, the 
houſe of commons have a right to make one: and if there be 
no precedent, they have a right to create the firſt: for this 
I preſume, is the amount of the queſtions propoſed to Junius. 
If your correſpondent had been at all verſed in the law of par- 
lament, or generally in the laws of this country, ke would 
have ſeen that this defence is as weak and falſe as the former. 
The privileges of either houſe of parliament, it is true, are 
indefinite, that is, they have not been deſcribed or laid down 
in any one code or declaration whatſoever, but, whenever a 
queſtion of privilege has ariſen, it has invariably been diſputed 
or maintained upon the footing of precedents alone f. In the 
courſe of the proceedings upon the Aylſbury eleftion, the 
houſe of lords reſolved, © That neither houſe of parliament 
„% had any power, by any vote or declaration, to create to 
* i © themſelves any new privilege, that was not warranted by 
170 & the known laws and cuſtoms of parliament.” And to this 
of a rule the houſe of commons, though otherwiſe they had afted 
Trl in a very abitrary manner, gave their aſſent; for they affirm- 
: 20 ed, that they had guided themlelves by it, in aſſerting their 
tte privileges. —Now, Sir, if this be true with reſpe& to matters 
n, of privilege, in which the houſe of commons, individually and 
as a body, are principally concerned, how much more ftrongly 
vill it hold againſt any pretended power in that houſe to create 
un or declare a new law, by which not only the rights of the 
houſe over their own member, and thoſe of the member him 
nu ſelf, are included, but alſo thoſe of a third and ſeparete party- 
off 1 mean the freeholdeas of the kingdom ? To do juſtice to the 
aß miniſtry, they have nct yet pretended, that any one, or any 
two of the three eſtates have power to make a new law, with- 
u out the concurrence of the third, They know that a man 
+ This is ſtill meeting the miniſtry upon their own ground, for in truth, no 
precedents will ſupport either natural injuflice, or violation of politive right. k 
who 
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who maintains ſuch a doctrine, is liable, by: ſtatute, to thy 
heavieſt penalties, They do not acknowledge that the houlk 
of 1 have aſſumed a new privilege, or declared a ney 
law. / On the contrary, they affirm, that their proceeding 
have been ſtrictly conformable to, and founded upon the an. 
tient law and cuſtom of parliament. Thus, therefore, the 
_ queſtion returns to the point at which Junius had fixed it, vin, 
Whether or not this be the law of parliament? If it be not, the 
Houſe of commons had no legal authority to eſtabliſſi the pre. 
cedent; and the precedent. itſelf is a meie fact, without any 
proof of right whatſoever, I on 
Your correſpondent concludes with a queſtion of the ſim. 
leſt nature: muſt a thing be wrong becauſe-it has never been dont 
efore? No, But admitting it were proper to be done that 
alone does not convey an authority to do it. As to the preſent 
caſe, I hope 1 ſhall never ſee the time, when not only a ſingle 
283 but a whole county, and in eſſect the entire collective 
ody of the people, may again be robbed of their birth. right 
by a vote of the houſe of commons. But if, for reaſons which 
Jam unable to comprehend, it be neceſſary to truſt that houſe 
with a power ſo exorbitant and unconſtitutional, at leaſt let 
it be given to them by an att of the Legiſlatu ee. 
5 e 5  PHILO JUNIUS, 
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„ LETTER XVIII „„ 
TO SIR WILLIAM BLACKSTONE SOLICITOR-GENERAL TO 
| HER, MAJESTY, 


Sin, | | | Fuß, 29, 1709, 
13 make you no apology fur conſidering a certain 
pamphlet, in which your late conduct is deſended, as 
written by yourſelf, The perſonal intereſt, the perſonal re- 
ſentments, and, above all, that u ouhded ſpirit, unaccuſtomed 
to reproach, and I hope not frequently conſcious of deſerving 
it, are ſignals which betray the author to us, as plainly as if 
your name were in the title- page. You appeal to the public 
in defence of your reputation, - We hold it, Sir, that an in- 
jury offered to an individual is intereſting to ſociety. On 
this principle the people of England made common cauſe with 
Mr. Wilkes. On this principle, if you are injured, they will 
Join in your reſentmeut, I ſhall not follow you through the 
i” 0 form of a third perſon, but addrels myſelf to you di- 
rectly. | MEET e 
You ſeem to think the channel of a pamphlet more reſpect- 


able, and better ſuited to the dignity of your cauſe than that 


of a newſpaper. Be it ſo, yet if newſpapers are ſcurrilous, 
you mult conſels they are impartial, They give us without 


| any 
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any apparent preference, the wit and aagument of the miniſ- 
try, as well as the abuſive dulneſs of the oppofition. The 
ſcales are equally poiſed, It is not the printer's fault, if the 
greater weight inclines the balance. r 
Your pamphlet, then is divided into an attack upon Mr. 
Grenville's character, and a defence of your own. It'weuld 
have been more conſiſtent, perhaps, with your profeſſed in- 
tention, to have confined yourſelf to the laſt. But anger has 
ſome claim to indulgence, and railing is uſually a relief to the 
mind, 1 hope you have found benefit from the experiment. 
It is not my deſign to enter into a formal vindication of Mr. 
Grenville, upon his own principles, I have neither the ho- 
nour of being perſonally known to him, nor do! pretend ro 
be completly maſter of all the facts. I need not run the riſk 
of doing an injuſtice to his opinions, or to his condutt.. 
when your pamphlet alone carries, upon the face of it, a full 
vindication of both, enten n eee £16 
Your firſt reflection is, that Mr. Grenville + was of all men 
the perſon who ſhould not have complained of inconſiſtence 
with regard to Mr, Wilkes. This, Sir, is either an unmean- | 
ing ſneer, a peeviſh expreſſion of reſentment, or, if it means 
any thing, you plainly beg the queſtion ; for whether his 
parliamentary condutt with regard to Mr, Wilkes has, or has 
not been inconfiſtent remains yet to be proved, Bur it ſeems 
he received upon the ſpot a ſufficient chaſtiſement for exer- 
ciling fo unfazrly his talents of miſrepreſentation, You area 
lawyer, Sir, and know better than 1 do, upon what particu- 
lar occaſions a talent for miſrepreſentation may be /airh exert- 
ed; but to puniſh a man a ſecond time, when he has been 
once ſufficiently chaſtiſed, is rather to ſevere, It is not in 
the laws of England; it is not in your own commentaries ; 
nor is it yet, | believe, in the new law you have revealed to 
the houſe of commons, I hope this doctrine has no exiſtence 
but in your own heart. After all, Sir, if you had conſulted 
that ſober diſcretion, which you ſeem to oppoſe with triumph 
to the honeſt jolity of a tavern, it might have occured to you, 
that although you could have ſucceeded in fixing a charge of 
inconſiſtency upon Mr, Grenville, it would not have tended 
in any ſhape to exculpate yourſelf, 6 p94 1 
Your next inſinuation, that Sir William Meredith had 
haſtily adopted the falſe gloſſes of his new ally, is of the 
lame ſort with the firſt, It conveys a ſneer as little worthy 
of the gravity of your character, as it is uſeleſs to your de- 
tence, It is of litile moment to the public to enquire, by 


} Mr. Grenville had quoted a paſſage from the Doctor's execilent commen- 
aries, wich directly eontradicted the dectrine maintained by the Doctor in the 
houſe of commons. | 5 | | | 


whom 
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whom the charge was conceived, or by whem it was adopted, 
The only queſtion we afk is, whether or not it be true, The re. 
mainder of your reflections upon Mr, Grenville's conduct de. 
ſtroy themſelves. He could not poſſibly come prepared to tra. 
duce your integrity to the Houſe. He could not forſee that you 
vould even ſpeak upon the queſtion; much leſs could he fore. 
ſee that you would maintain a diieQ contradiftion of that doc. 
trine, which you had ſolemnly, diſintereſtedly, and upon 
ſobereſt reflection, delivered to the public. He came armed 
indeed with what he thought a reſpectable authority, to ſup. 
port what he was convinced was the cauſe of truth; and! 
doubt not he intended to give you, in the courſe of the debate, 
an honourable and public teſtimony of his eſteem. Think. 
ing highly of his abilities, I cannot however allow him the 
gift of divination, As to what you are pleaſed to call a plan 
coolly formed to impoſe upon the Houle of Commons, and 
his producing it without provocation at midnight, I conſider 
it as the language of pique and invective, therefore unwor- 
thy of regard. But, Sir, I am ſenſible I have followed your 
example too long, and wandered from the point. ks 
The quotation from your commentaries 1s matter of record, 
It can neither be altered by your friends, nor miſrepreſented 
by your enemies ; and I am willing to take your own word 
for what you have faid in the Houſe of Commons, If there 


be a real difference between what you have written and what 


you have ſpoken, you confeſs that your book ought to be 
the ſtandard, Now, Sir, if words mean any thing, I ap- 
prehend, that, when a long enumeration of diſqualifications 
{whether by ſtatute or the cuſtom of parliament) concludes 
with theſe general comprehenſive words,“ but ſubje& to theſe 
restrictions and diſqualifications, every ſubje& of the realm is 
eligible of“! common right.“ a reader of plain understanding 
must of courſe rest ſatisfied, that no ſpecies of disqualification 
whatſoever had been omitted. The known character of the 
author, and the apparent accuracy with which the whole 
work is compiled, would confirm him in his opinion ; nor 
could he poſſibly form any other judgment, without looking 
upon your commentaries in the ſame light in which you con- 
fider thoſe penal laws, which, though not repealed, are fallen 
into diſuſe, and are now, in effect, A sR AREB TO TE UN- 
W ART „ by N e 
| You tell us, indeed, that it was not part of your plan to 
ſpecify any temporary incapacity ; and that you could not, 
without a ſpirit of prophecy, have ſpecified to the diſability 


* If in ſtating the law upon any point, a judge deliberately affirms that he 
has included every caſe, and it ſhould appear that he has purpoſely omitted 3 
material caſe, he does, in effect, jay a ſnare for the unwary, 
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of a private individual, ſubſequent to the period at which 
ou wrote, What your plan was, I know not ; but what it 
ſhould have been, in order to complete the work you have 
given us, is by no means difficult to determine. The inca- 
pacity which you call temporary, may continue ſeven years; 
and thouyh you might not have foreſeen the particular caſe 
of Mr. Wilkes you might and ſhouid have foreſeen the 
poſſibility of ſuch a caſe, and told us how far the Houle of 
Commons were authorized to proceed in it, by the law and 
cultom*of parliament. The freeholders of Middleſex would 
then have known what they had to trult to, and would never 
have returned Mr. Wilkes. when Colonel Luttrell was a 
candidate againſt him. They would have chofen ſome in. 
different perſon, rather than ſubmit to be repreſented by the 


object of their contempt and deteſtation. 


Your attempt to diltinguiſh between diſabilities which affect 
whole claſſes of men, and thoſe which affect individuals 
only, is really unworthy of your underſtanding, Your com- 
mentaries had taught me, that, although the inſtance in 
which a penal law is exerted be particular, the laws them- 
ſelves are general: they are made for the benefit and inſtrue- 
tion of the public, though the penalty falls only upon an in- 
dividual.. You cannot, but know Sir, that what was Mr: 
Wilkes's caſe yeſterday,. may be yours or mine to-morrow, 
and that, conſequently, the common right of every ſubje& of 
the realm is invaded by it. Profeſling, therefoie, to treat of 
the conſtitution of the Houſe of Commons, and of the laws 
and cuſtoms relative to that conſtitution. you certainly were 
guilty of a moſt unpardenable omiſſion, in taking no notice of a 
right and privilege of the Houſe, more extraordinary and more 
arbitrary than all the others they poſſeſs put together, If the 
expullion af a member, not under any legal diſability, of it- 
ſelf creates in him an incapacity to be elected, | ſee a ready 
way marked out, by which the majority may, at any time, 
remove the honeſteſt and ableſt men who happen to be in 
oppoſition to them. To ſay, that they will not make this ex- 
travagant uſe of their. power, would be a language unfit for 
a man ſo learned in the laws as you are, By your doctrine, 
dir, they have the power, and laws. you know, are intended 
to guard againſt what men may do, not to truſt to what they 
will do, c | 

Upon the whole, Sir, the charge againſt you is of a plain, 
imple nature: It appears even upon the face of your own 
pamphlet. On the contrary, your juſtification of yourſelf is 
full of ſubtilty. and refinement, and in ſome places not very 
intelligible, . If I were perſonally your enemy, I ſhould 
dwell, with a malignant pleaſure upon thoſe great and uſeful 
qualthcations which you certainly poſſeſs, and by which you 
once acquired, though they could not- preſerve to you, the 
ieſpet and eſteem of your country, I ſhould cnume-. 
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rate the honours you have loſt, and the virtues you have 
diſgraced ; but having no private reſentments to gratify, | 
think it ſufficient to have given my opinion of your publie 
conduct. leaving the puniſhment it deſerves to your cloſet 
and to yourlelf. FED 


LETTER XIX. 

' TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 
Six, | 5 Auguſt 14, 1769. 
23 Correſpondent of the St. James's Evening Poſt firſt wil. 
fully miſunderſtands Junius, then cenſures him for 2 
bad reaſoner. Junius does not ſay that it was incumbent 
upon Doctor Black ſtone to foreſee and ſtate the crimes for 
which Mr. Wilkes was expelled. If, by a ſpirit of prophe- 
cy, he had even done ſo, it would have been nothing to the 
purpoſe. The queſtion is. not for what particular offences 
a perſon may be expelled, but generally whether by the law 
of parliament, expulſion alone creates a diſqualification, If 
the affirmative be the law of parliament, Doctor Blackſtone 
might and ſhould have told us ſo. The queſtion is not con- 
fined to this or that particular perſon, but forms one great 
general branch of diſqualification, too important in itſelf, 
and too extenſive in its conſequences, to be omitted in an 

accurate work exprelsly treating of the law of parliament, 
The truth of the matter is evidenily this: Doctor Black. 
None, while he was ſpeaking in the Houſe of Commons 
never once thought of his Commentaries, until the contra- 
diction was unexpettedly urged, and ſtared him in the face, 
Inſtead of defending himſelf upon the ſpot, he ſunk under 
the charge, in an agony of confuſion and deſpair, It is well 
known, that there was a pauſe of ſome minutes in the 
Houſe, from a general ex pectation that the Doctor would ſay 
ſomething in his own defence: but it ſeems his facultics 
were too much overpowered to think of thoſe ſubtilties and 
refinements which have ſince occurred to him. It was then 
Mr. Grenville received the ſevere chaſtiſement, which the 
Doctor ment1ons with ſo much triumph. 7 wiſh the honourable 
gentleman. instead of ſhaking his head, would ſhake a good argu- 
ment out of it. If, to the elegance, novelty, aud bitternch 
of this ingenious farcaſm, we add the natural melody of the 
amiable Sir Fletcher Norton's pipe, we ſhall. not be fur- 
prized that Mr. Gienville was unable to make hi | 
As to the Doctor, I would recommend it to hi 


If not, he may perhaps hear again from Junius himſelf, 
| 5 ene JUNIUS, 
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Poſtſcript to a Pamphlet, entitled, An Anſwer to the Queſtion 
fated. Suppoſed to be written by Doctor Blackſtone, So- 
licitor to the Queen, in anſwer to Junius's letter. 

INCE theſe papers were ſent to the preſs, a writer in the 
8 publc papers, who ſubſcribes himſelf Junius, has made a 
ſeint of bringing this queſtion to a ſhort iſſue, Though the 
foregoing obſervations contain, in my opinion at leaſt, a full 
refutation of all that this writer has offered, I ſhall, how- 
ever, beſtow a very few words upon him. It will cost me 
very little trouble to unravel and expoſe the ſophistry of his 
argument. 5 3 * 
. take the question (ſays he) to be strictly this? Whe⸗ 
a ther or not it be the known establiſhed law of parliament, 
at that the expulſion of a member of the Houſe of Commons, 
x I «© of itſelf, creates in him ſuch an incapacity to be re- elected, 
that, at a ſubſequent election, any votes given to him are 
null and void; and that any other candidate, who, except 
the perſon expelled, has the greatest number of votes, 
„ought to be the ſitting member.“ „ 92 
[f Waving, for the preſent, any objection I may have to this state 
of the question, I ſhall venture to meet our champion upon. 
his own ground ; and attempt to ſupport the affirmative of it, 
in one of. the two ways by which he ſays it can be alone fairly 
ſupported, * If there be no statute (ſays he) in which the 
« ſpecific diſability is clearly created, &c. (and we acknow- 
© ledge there is none), the cuſtom of parliament muſt then be 
© referred to; and {ome caſe or caſes ſtrictly in point, muſt be 
produced, with the deciſion of the court upon them.“ Now I 
aſſert, that this has been done. Mr. Walpole's caſe is ſtrictly in 
ae to prove, that expulſion creates abſolute incapacity of 

eing re- elected. This was the clear deciſion of the Houſe 
upon it; and was a full declaration, that incapacity was the 
neceſſary conſequence of expulſion. The law was as clearly 
and firmly fixed by this reſolution, and is as binding in every 
ſubſequent caſe of expulſion, as if it had been ceclared by an 
exprels ſtatute,** that a member expelled by a reſolution of the 
n 4 Houſe of Commons, ſhal} be deemed incapable of being re- 
e elected.“ Whatever doubt then there might have been of 
/ che law, before Mr, Walpole's caſe, with reſpect to the full 
„operation of a vote of expulſion, there can be none now, 
ſ: Ihe deciſion of the Houſe, upon this caſe, is ſtrictly in point 
edo prove, that expulſion creates abſolute incapacity in law, of 
. being re-elected, 8 | . 
. But incapacity in law, in this inſtance muſt have the ſame 
operation and effect with incapacity in law in every other 
inſtance, Now, incapacity of being re- elected, implies in 
its very terms, that any votes given to the incapable perſon, 
at a ſubſequent election, are null and void. This is its ne- 
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votes given to another candidate; they cannot affect the votes 
of ſuch candidate at all. As they have on the one hand, no 


capable perfon, the votes given to the qualified candidate 


turned. No, lays a great orator ; firſt ſhew me your law or. 


ceſſary operation or it has no operation at all: It is vox g 
præterea nihil, We can no more be called upon to prove 
this propoſition, than we can to prove that a dead man i; 
not alive, or that twice two are four. When the term 
are underſtood, the propoſition is ſelf-evident, +5 

Laftly, ti is, in all cafes of election, the known and eſta. 
bliſhed law of the land, grounded upon the cleareſt princi. 
ples of r:alon and common ſenſe, that if the votes given to 
one candidate are null and void, they cannot be oppoſed to the 


politive quality to add or eſtabliſh, ſo have they, on the 
other hand, no negaiive one to ſubſtract or deſtroy, They are, . 
in a word, a mere nonentity. Such was the determination 
of the Houſe of Commons in the Malden and Bedford elec. t 
tions ; cafes ſtriftly- in point to the preſent queſtion, as far ai , 
they are meant to be in point, And io fay that they are not 

in point, in all circumſtances, in thoſe particularly which are 


| N 
independent of the propolition which they are quoted to! ; 
prove, is to ſay no more than that Malden is not Middleſez, WM | 
nor Serjeant Comyns Mr, Wilkes. i , 
Let us fee then how our proof ſtands, Expulfion creates 


incapacity; incapacity annihilates any votes given to the in- 


Rand upon their own bottom, firm and umouched, and can 
alone have effect. This, one would think, would be ſufficient, 
But we are {topped ſhort : and told, that none of our prece- 


| dents come home to the preſe:'t cafe, and are challenged to 


produce a precedent in all the proceedings of the Houle of 
* Commons that does come home to it, viz. where an expelled 


6 member has been returned again, and another candidate. with an 
* anfertor number of votes, has been declared the fitting member. 


Inſtead of a precedent, I will beg leave to put a caſe; 
which, l fancy, will be quite as deciſive to the preſent point. 
Suppote another Sacheverel (and every party muſt have its 
Sacheverel) ſhould, at fome future election, take it into his 
head to offer himlelf a candidate for the county of Middle- 
ſes. He is oppoſed by a candidate whoſe coat is of a different 
colour; but, owever, of a very good colour. The divine 
has an indiſputable majority, nay, the poor layman is abſo- 
Iutely diſtanced. The ſheriff. after having had his conſcience 

well informed by the reverend caſuiſt, returns him, as he 
ſuppoſes duly elected. The whole houſe is in an uproar, at the 
apprehenſion of io ſtrange an appearance amongit them. 4 
motion, however, is at length made, that the perſon was in- 
capable of being elected; that his election, therefore is null 
and void; and that his competitor ought to have been re- 


this 
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tis progeding; ® Either produce me » fe in which the 


« ſpecific diſability of a clergy nan is create ;or prod re me a 


| « precedent, where @ clergyman has been returned, and another 


« candidate, with an inferior nu nber of vot-s has ben «cared the 
fitting member.“ No ſuch ſtatute no ſuch pre:edent to be 
found. What anſwer then is to be given to this demand ? The 
very lame anſwer which 1 will give to that of Junius, That there 
is more than one precedent in the proceedings of the houſe 
, where an incapable perſon has been returned, and ano- 
« ther candidate with an int-rior number of votes, has been 
declared the fitting member; and that this is th- known 
& and eſtabliſhed law, in all caſes of incapacity, from what- 
ever cauſe it may ariſe,” + rot 339505: 3+ 17, 

I ſhall now therefore beg leave to make a flig!:t amendment 
to. Junius's ſtate of the queſtion, the affirmative of which 
will then ſtand thus: Tet? 3 1 Tha 
It is the knowa and eſtabliſhed law of parliament, that 
« the expulſion of any member of the Houle of Commons, 
creates in him an incapacity of being re- elected; that any 
votes given to him at a ſubſequent election, are, in conſe- 
% quence of ſuch incapacity, null and void; and that any 


„other candidate, Who, except the perſon rendered inca- 


% pable, has the greateſt number of votes, ought to be the 
6 ſitting member.“ 5 5 | | | 


But our buſineſs is not yet quite finiſhed, Mr. Walpole's caſe 


muſt have a re-hearing. It is not pollible, lays the-writer, 
« to conceive a cale more exattly in point. Mr. Walpole 
„ was expelled ; and, having a majority of votes at the next 
election, was returned again. The friends of Mr. 1aylor, 
% a candidate ſet up by the Miniſtry, petitioned tie Houſe 
& that he might be the fitting member. Thus far the circum- 
« ſtances tally exactly, except that our Houſe of Commons 
* ſaved Mr. Luttrell the trouble of petitioning, The point 
& of law, however, was the ſame. It came regularly before 


& the houſe, and it was their buſineſs to determine upon it. 
They did determine it; for they declared Mr. Laylor not 
© duly elected. AS gl 1 


Inſtead of examining the juſtneſs of this repreſentation, I 
ſhall beg leave to oppoſe againſt it my own view of this caſe, 


in as plain a manner, and as few words as I am able. 
It was the known and eſtabliſhed law of parliament, when 
the charge againſt Mr. Walpole came before the Houſe of 


Commons, that they had power to expel, to diſable, and 
to render incapable for offences, In virtue of this power 


they expelled him. 5 5 
. Had they in the very vote of expulſion, adjudged him in 


terms, to be incapable of being re- elected, there mult have 


deen at once an end with him, But though the right' of the 


Houſe, 
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Houſe, both to expel, and adjudge incapable, was clear and 
indubitable, it does not appear to me, that the full operation 
and effect of a vote of expulſion ſingly was ſo. The law in 
this caſe had never been expreſsly declared. There had been 
no event to call up ſuch a declaration, I trouble not myſelf 
with the grammatical meaning of the word expulſion: I regard 
only its legal meaning, This was not, as I think, preciſely 
fixed. The houſe thought proper to fix it, and explicitly to 
declare the full conſequences of their former vote. before they 
ſuffered theſe conſequences to take effect. And in this pro- 
_ ceeding they ated upon the moſt liberal and ſolid principles 
of equity, juſtice, and law. What then did the burgeſſes of 
Lynn collect from the ſecond vote? Their iubſequent con- 
duct will tell us: it will with certainty tell us, that they conſi- 
deredit as deciſive againſt Mr. Walpole: it will alſo with equal 
_ certainty, tell us, that upon ſuppoſition that the law of elec- 
tion ſtood then as it does now, and that they knew it to 
ſtand thus, they inferred, “that at a future election, and 
c in a caſe of a ſimilar return, the Houſe would receive the 
© {ame candidate as duly elected, whom they had before 
rejected. They could infer nothing but this. ? 


It is needleſs to repeat the circumſtance of diſſimilarity in 


the preſent caſe. It will be ſufficient to obſerve, that as the 
law of Parliament, upon which the Houſe of Commons 
grounded every ſte of their proceedings, was clear beyond 
the reach of doubt, ſo neither could the freeholders of 
Middleſex be at a loſs to foreſee what muſt be the inevitable 
conſequence of their proceedings in oppoſition. to it; for 
upon every return of Mr. Wilkes, the Houſe made enquiry 
whether any votes were given to any other candidate, 
But I could venture, for the experiment's ſake, even to 
2 this writer the utmoſt he aſks; to allow the molt per- 
ect ſimilarity throughout in theſe two caſes; to allow, that 
the law of expulſion was quite as clear to the burgeſſes of 


Lynn, as to the freeholders of Middleſex, It will I am con- 


fident avail his cauſe but little, It will only prove, that the 


law of election at that time was different from the preſent law. 


It will prove, in all caſes of an incapable candidate returned, the 
law then was, that the whole election ſhould be void. But now 
ve know that this is not law. The caſes of Malden and Bed ford 
were, as has been ſeen, determined upon other and more 


Juſt principles. And theſe determinations are, I imagine, 
admitted on all ſides to be law, „ Oe 
I would willingly draw a. veil over the remaining part of 


this paper, It is aſtoniſhing, it is painful, to ſee men of 

parts and ability giving into the moſt unworthy artifices, and 
deſcending ſo much below their true line of character. 

But, if they are not the dupes of their ſophiſtry, 9 
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tardly to be conceived), let them confider that they are 
ſomething much worſe, | ; | 

The deareſt intereſts of this country are its laws and its 
conſtitution, Againſt every attack upon theſe, there will, 1 
hope, be always found amongſt us the firmeſt ſpirit of reftst- 
ance; ſuperior to the united efforts of faction and ambition. 
For ambition, though it does not always take the lead of 
faction, will be ſure in the end, to make the moſt fatal ad- 
vantage of it and draw it to its own purpoſes. But, I truſt, 
our day of trial is yet far off; and there is a fund of good ſenſe 
in this country, which cannot long be deceived by the aris, either 
of falſe reaſoning or falle patriotiſm, | 


LETTER XX. 
ADDRESSED TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 
SI, TT „„ Ep. 5 
HE gentleman who has publiſhed an anſwer to Sir 
William Meredith's pamphlet, having honoured me 
with a Poſtſcript of fix quarto pages, which he moderately 
calls beftowing a very few words upon me, I cannot, in 
common politeneſs, refuſe him a reply. The form and. 
magnitude of a quarto impoſes upon the mind; and men, 
who are unequal to the labour of diſcuſling an intricate argu- 
ment, or Wiſh to avoid it, are willing enough to ſuppoſe, 
that much has been proved, becauſe much has been ſaid. Mine, 
I confeſs, are humble labours, I do not preſume to inſtruct 
the learned, but ſimply to inform the body of the people; 
and I prefer that channel of conveyance which is likely to 
ſpread fartheſt among them. The advocates of the miniſtry | 
46 to me to write for fame, and to flatter themſelves, that 
the ſize of their works will make them immortal. They 
pus up reluQant quarto upon ſolid folio, as if their labours, 
ecauſe they are Spend o could contend with truth and 
henven, „ 2 = 
The writer of the volume in queſtion meets me upon my 
own ground, He acknowledges there is no ſtatute, by 
which the ſpecific diſability we ſpeak of is created ; but he 
affirms, that the cuſtom of parliament has been referred to, 


and that a caſe ſtrictly in point has been produced, with 7 
0 5 


fairly to the point. He aſſerts, that the caſe of Mr. Wal- 


pole is ſtrictly in point, to prove that expulſion creates an 

abſolute incapacity of being re- elected; and for this purpoſe 

he refers generally to the firſt vote of the Houſe upon that 

occaſion, without venturing to recite the vote itſelf, The 

unfair, diſingenuous artifice of adopting that part of a 2 
ce 
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cedent which ſeems to ſuit his purpoſe, and omitting. the re- 
mainder, deſerves ſome pity, but cannot excite my reſent- 
ment. He takes advantage eagerly of the firſt reſolution, by 
which Mr, Walpole's incapacity is declared; but as to the 
two following, by which the candidate with the feweſt 
vot-s was N 5+ not duly elected.“ and the election it- 
felf vacated, I dare ſay he would be well ſatisfied if they 
were for ever blotted out of the journals of the Houſe of 
Commons. In fair argument, no part of a precedent ſhould 
be admitted, unlels the whole of it be given to us together, 
The author has divided his precedent ; for he knew, that, 
taken together, it produced a conſequence directly the re- 
verſe of that which he endeavours to draw from a vote of 
expulſion. But, what will this honeſt perſon ſay, if I take 
him at his word, and demonſtrate to him, that the Houſe of 
Commons never meant to found Mr. Walpole's incapacity 


. upon his expulſion only ? What lubter fuge will then res 


main. | | 2 85 | 
Let it be remembered, that we are ſpeaking of the inten- 
tion of men who lived more than half a century ago; and 


that ſuch intention can only be collected from their words 
and actions, as they are delivered to us upon record. To 


prove their deſigns by a ſuppoſition of what they would have 
> oppoled to what they actually did, is mere trifling and 


impertinence. The vote, by which Mr, Walpole's incapa- 


city was declared, is thus expreſſed : “ That Robert Wal- 


pole, Eſq. having been this ſeſſion of Parliament committed 
* a priſoner to the Tower, and expelled this Houſe, for a 
& breach of truſt in the execution of his office, and notorious 


* corruption, when ſecretary at war, was and is incapable of 


i being elected a member to ſerve in this preſent parliament .“ 


Now, Sir, to my underſtancing, no propoſition of this kind 


can be more evident, than that the Houſe of Commons, by 


are ſtated in the ſtrongeſt terms. They do not tell us that he 
was incapable becauſe he was expelled, but becauſe he had 


this very vote, themſelves underſtood, and meant to declare, 


That Mr, Walpole's incapacity aroſe from the crimes he had 
committed, not from the puniſhment the Houſe annexed to 


them. The high breach of truſt, the notorious corruption, 


een guilty of ſuch offences as juſtly rendered him unwor- 


+ It is well worth remarking that the compiler of a certain quarto, called The 
Caſe of the Laſt Election for the County of Middleſex conſidered, has the im- 
pudence to recite this very vote in the following terms, vide page 11 Re- 


„ ſolved, That Robert Walpole, Eſq. having been that ſeſſion of parliament ex- 


4 pelled the Houſc, was and is incapable of being elected a member to ſerve in 


« the preſent pailiament.*”” There cannot be a ſtronger poſitive proof of the 


treachery of the compiler, nor a ſtronger preſumptive proof that he was convinced 


chat the vote, if truly recited, would overturn bis whole argument. 


: | | thy 
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thy of a ſeat in parliament. If they had intended to fix the 
liability upon his expulſion alone, the mention of his 
crimes in the ſame vote would have been highly improper. 
It could only perplex the minds of the electors, who, if 
they collected any thing from ſo confuſed a declaration of 
the law of -parliament, muſt have concluded, that their re- 
reſentative had been declared incapable, becauſe he was 
highly guilty, not becauſe he had been puniſhed, But, even 
admitting them to have underſtood it in the other ſenſe, they 
muſt then, from the very terms of the vote, have united 
the idea of his being ſent to the Tower with that of his ex- 
pulſion, and confidered his incapacity. as the joint effect of 


both J. "3 o 
ip 1 do 


} ADDRESSED TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 


Stu, „ „„ | _ >." May 32» 1677s 
' VERY early in the debate upon the decifion of the Middleſex election, it was 
abſerved by Jurius, that the Houſe of Commons had not only exceeded their 
boaſted precedent of the expulſion and ſubſequent incapacitation of Mr Walpole, 
ut that they had not even adhered to it ſtrictly as far as it went. After convict- 
ing Mr. Dyſon of giving a falſe quotation from the journals, and having explain- 
| the purpoſe which that contemptible fraud was intended to anſwer, he proceeds 
to ſtate the vote itſelf, by which Mr. Walpole's ſuppoſed incapacity was declared, 
iz,—** Reſolved that Robert Walpole, Eſq, having been this ſeſſion of par- 
4 liament committed a priſoner to the Tower, and expelled this Houſe for a 
« high breach of truſt in the execution of his office, and notorious corruption 
i when Secretary at Var, was and is incapable of being elected a member to ſerve 
"in this preſent parliament :'*—and then obſerves, that, from the terms of the 
die, we have no right to annex the incapacitation to the expulſion only; for that 
u the propoſition ſtands, it mult ariſe equally from the expulſion and the com- 
nitment to the Tower. I believe, Sir, no man who knows any thing of dialects, 
or who underſtands Engliſh, will ditpute the truth and fairneſ of this conftrucs 
ton, But Junius has a great authority to ſupport him, which, to ſpeak with the 
Duke of Grafton, I accidentally met with this morning in the courſe of my 
trading. It contains an admonition, which cannot be repeated too often. Lord 
Sommers in his excellent tract upon the rights of the people, atter reciting the 
votes of the Convention of the 28th of Jan. 1689, viz,—* That King James the 
Second having endeavoured to-ſubvert the conſtitution of this kingdom by breaking 
the original contract between K ing and people and by the advice oi Jeſuits,and other 
* wicked perſans, having violated the fundamental laws, and having withdrawn, 
e himſelf out of this kingdom hath abdicated the governnent,”” &c —makeg 
this obſervation upon it; „ The word abdicated relates to all the cauſes ſore- 
„going as well as to his deſerting the kingdom, or elfe they would have been 
% wholly in vain.” And that there might be no pretence tor confining the abdi- 
ation merely to the withdrawing, Lord Sommers iurther obſerves, "That Kin 
James, by refuſing to govern us according to that law by which he held the crown 
Wp.icily renounced his title to it. | 5 | 

If junius's conſtruction of the vote againſt Mr. Walpole be now admitted, 
(and indeed I cannot comprehend how it can honeſtly be diſputed), the advocates. 
the Houſe of Commons mult either give up their precedent entirely, or be re- 
Quced to the neceflity of maintaining one of the groffeſt abſurcities imaginable 
.“ That a commitment to the Tower is a conſtituent part of, and contri- 
butes half at leaſt to, the incapacitation of the perſon who fuffers it“ 
I need not make you any excuſe for endeayouring to keep alive the at- 

© EL HER | wi tention 
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1 do not mean to give an opinion upon the juſtice of thy 
ee ph of the Houſe of Commons, with regard to Mr, 
alpole ; but certainly, if I admitted their cenſure to be 
well-founded, 1 could no way avoid agreeing with them in 
the conſequence they drew from it, I could never have; 
doubt, is law'or reaſon, that a man convicted of a high 
breach of truſt, and of a notorious corruption in the exe. 
cution of a public office, was and ought to be incapable of 
fitting in the ſame Parliament. Far from attempting to in. 
validate that vote, I ſhould have wiſhed that the incapacity 
declared by it could legally have been continued for ever, 
Now, Sir, obſerve, how forcibly the argument returns, 


The Houſe of Commons, upon the face of their proceed. 


ings, had the ſtrongeſt motives to declare Mr. Walpole in. 
capable of being re- elected. They thought ſuch a man un- 
werthy to fit among them. — To that point they proceeded, 
and no farther : for they reſpected the rights of the people, 
while they aſſerted their own, They did not infer from Mr, 
Walpole's incapacity, that his opponent was duly elected: 
on the contrary, they. declared Mr, Taylor “ not duly 
„ elected,“ and the election itſelf void. 

Such, howe ner, is the precedent which my honeſt friend 
aſſures us is ſtrictly in point, to prove, that expulſion, of 
itſelf, creates an incapacity of being elected. If it had been 
{o, the preſent Houſe of Commons ſhould at leaſt have fol. 
lowed ſtrictly the example before them, and ſhould have 
Rated to us in the ſame vote the crimes for which they ex. 
pelled Mr, Wilkes; whereas they reſolve ſimply, That, 


tention of the public to the decifion of the Middleſex election. The more 
J conſider it, the more I am convinced, that; as a fact it is indeed highly 
injurious to the rights of the people, but that, as a precedent, it is one of 
the moſt dangerous that ever was eſtabliſhed againſt thoſe who are to come 
after us. Yet, I am ſo far a moderate man, that I verily believe the majo- 
rity of the Houfe of Commons when they paſſed this dangerous vote, neither 
underſtood the queſtion, nor knew the conſequence of what they were 
doing. Their motives were rather deſpicable, than criminal, in the ex- 
treme. One effect they certainly did not foreſee. They are now reduced 
to ſuch a ſituation, that if a member of the preſent Houſe of Commons 
were to conduct himſelf ever ſo improperly, and, in reality deſerve to be 
ſent back to his conſtituents wir a mark of diſgrace, they would not «are 
to expel him; becauſe they know that the people, in order to try again 
the great queſtion of right, or to thwart an odious Houſe of Conunon, 
would probably overlook his immediate unworthineſs, and return the ame 
perſon to parliament.—-But, in time, the precedent will gain ſtrength ; 3 
future Houſe of Commons will have no ſuch apprehenſions; conſequent- 
ly, will not ſcruple to follow a precedent which they did not eſtabliſh. 
The miſer himſelf ſeldom lives to enjoy the fruit of his extortion but his 
heir ſucceeds him of court, and takes potiefſion without cenſure: No mat 
expects him to make reſtitution, and no matter for his title, he lives quietly 


vpon the eſtate. 
* PHILO JUNIUS. 
| — 0 having 
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the i « having been expelled, he was and is incapable,” In this 
ir, ¶ proceeding, I am authorized to affirm they have neither ſta- 
be tute nor cuſtom, nor reaſon, nor one ſingle er to 
in ſupport them. On the other ſide, there is indeed, a prece- 
© 2 dent ſo ſtrongly in point, that all the enchanted caſtles of 
g miniflerial me gick fall before it. In the year 1698 (a period 
xe- ¶ which the rankeſt Tory dare not except againit) Mr. Wol- 
of laſton was expelled, re- elected, and admitted to take his ſeat 
in. in the ſame Parliament, The Miniſtry have precluded, 
iy if themſelves from all objections drawn from the cauſe of his 
expulſion ; for they * abſolutely, that expulſion of it- 
ns. WF ſelf, creates the diſability, Now, Sir, let fophiſtry evade, 
ed. iN jet falſchood aſſert, and impudence deny here stands the 
n- precedent, a Jand-mark, to direct us through a troubled lea 
n- of controverſy, conſpicuous and unmoved, RE ne 
I have dwelt the longer upon the diſcuſſion of this point, 
le, becauſe, in my opinion, it comprehends the whole question. 
Ir. The reſt is unworthy of notice. We are enquiring, whether. 
d: inca acity be or be not created by expulſion. In the caſes of 
ul Bedford and Malden, the incapacity of the perſons returned 
was matter of public notoriety, for it was created by act of 
Parliament. But really, Sir, my honeſt friend's ſuppoſitions are 
as unfavourable to him as his ſatts, He well knows, that the 
clergy, beſides that they are repreſented in common with their 
fellow-ſubje&ts, have alſo a ſeparate Parliament of their own: 
—that their incapacity to fit in the Houle of Commons has been 
confirmed by repeated deciſions of the Houle, and that the 
law of Parliament declared by thoſe deciſions, has been, for 
above tuo centuries, notorious and undiſputed. The au- 
thor is certainly at liberty to fancy ceſes, and make what. 
ever compariſons he thinks proper : his ſuppoſitions till 
continue as diſtant from fact, as his wild diſcourſes are from 
- ſolid argument. 1 9 5 e 
„e The concluſion of his book is candid to extreme. He 
offers to grant me all I defire, He thinks he may ſafely 
cel I admit, that the caſe of Mr, Walpole makes directly againſt 
om him; for it ſeems he has one grand ſolution in petto for all 
be i difficulties; If, ſays he, 1 were to allow all this, it will only 
prove that the law of election was different, in Queen Anne's time, 
, rom what it is at preſent. e . 5 | 
me This indeed is more than I expected. The principle I know 
; 1 bas been maintained in fact; butl never expected to ſee it ſo 
. formally declared. What can he mean? Does he aſſume 
this language to ſatisfy the doubts of the people, or does he 
an mean to rouſe their indignation ? Are the Miniſtry daring 
ty WW enough to affirm, that the Houſe of Commons have a right 
to make and unmake the law of parliament at their pleaſure ? 
t Does the law of parliament, which we are often told 1 
f | ne 


reaſon muſt be ſilent. 


2 a ſervice to my fellow ſubjects, I have done it to the beſt of 
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the law of the land does the common right of every ſub. ſay 
ject of the realm, depend upon an arbitrary, capricious vou 
of one branch oi the Legiſlature ?-— The voice of truth and 


The miniſtry tell us plainly, that this-1s no longer a quel. Co 
tion of right, but of power and force alone. What was lay my 
yeſterday is not law to-day: and now it ſeems we have no 10 

better rule to live by, than the temporary diſcretion and “ 

fluctuating integrity of the Houle of Commons. 

- Profeſſions of patriotiſm are become ſtale and ridiculous, 

For my own part, claim no merit from endeavouring to do 


my underitanding z-and without looking for the approbation 
of other men, my conſcience is ſatisfied. What remains to 
be done, concerns the collective body of the people : They 
are now to determine for themſelves whether they will 
firmly and conſtitutionally aſſert their rights or make an 
humble, {laviſh, ſurrender of them at the feet of the minil. © 
try. To a generous mind, there cannot be a doubt. We 5 
owe it to our anceſtors, to preſerve entire thoſe rights Which 
they have delivered to our care: we awe it to our poſterity, q 
not to ſuffer their deareſt inheritance to be deſtroyed. But, iſ © 
if it were poſſible for us to be inſenſible of theſe ſacred 
claims, there is yet an obligation binding ypon ourſelves, 
from which nothing can acquit us; a perſonal intereſt 
which we cannot ſurrender. To alienate. even our own 
rights, would be a crime as much more enormous than ſui- 
_ cide, as a life of civil ſecurity and freedom is ſuperior toa 
bare exiſtence; and if life be the bounty of Heaven, we 
ſcornfully rejett the nobleſt part of the gift, if we conient 
to ſurrender that certain rule of living, without which the 
condition of human nature is not only miſerable, but- con- 
temptible, | 5 


Joxiws. 


N LETTER: AAA. 

10 TBE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 
din, 7 5 Aug. 22, 1769, 
Must beg of you to print a few lines, in explanation of 
1 ſome paſſages in my laſt letter, which, I ſee, have been 


miſunderſtood. | | 
1. When I ſaid that the Houſe of Commons never meant 
to found Mr, Walpole's incapacity on his expulſion only, ! 
meant no more than to deny the general propoſition, that 
ex pul ſion alone creates the incapacity, If there be any thing 
ambiguous in the expreſſion, I beg leave to explain it, by 
| | EEE | laying 


Eq 


ſaying, that in my opinion, expulſion neither ereates, nor 
in any part contributes to create the incapacity in queſtion. 


3. I carefully avoided entering into the merits of Mr, 
- Walpole's cale. I did not enquire, whether the Houſe of 
„ commons attcd juſtly, or. whether they truly declared the 
= law of Parliament. My remarks went only-to their apparent 
7 meaning and intention as it ſtands deelared in their own re- 


nd folution. n As 

. I never meant to affirm, that a commitment to the 
Tower created a diſqualification, On the. contraty, I con- 
do fidered that idea as an abſurdity, into which the ministry 


al must inevitably fall, if they reaſoned right upon their own 


al principles. * 3 | 
oſs The caſe of Mr, Wollaston ſpeaks for itſelf, The miniſ- 
mM try aſſert that expulſion alone creates an abſolute, complete, in- 


propoſition they have uniformly maintained, without any 
ic condition or modification whatſoever, Mr, Wollaston was 


ch fame barliement.—! leave it to the public to determine, 
whether this be a plain matter of fact, or mere nonſenſe or 
— . ab His e 
. WED I i r 
” e 
TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER, . - 
Sin, . | 585 Y | | Seßt. 4, 1769. 
 RGU MENT againſt Far; or, a new Syſtem of politi- 
cal Logic, by which the miniſtry have demonſtrated, 


creates a complete incapacity to be re- elected; alias. ) hat a 


a vote of the Houſe of Commons. 


FIRST Faer. 


to take his feat. 
| | ARGUMENT, 

As this cannot conveniently e reconciled with our gene. 
ral propoſition, it may be neceſſiry to ſhift 0.5 round and 
took back to the cauſe of Mr. Wollaſt n's expulſion. From 
thence it will appear clearly; that“ although he was expelled 
* he had not rendered himſelf a culprit too The to 
0 ſit in parliament; and that, having reſigned his employ- 

ment, he was no longer incapacitated by law.“ Vide ſerious 

74 
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capacity to be re-eletted, to fit in the ſame Parliament, This 


expelled, re elected. and admitted to take his feat in the 


to tie ſatisfaction of their friends, chat "expulſion alone 


ſubject ofthis realm may be robbed of his common right by | 


M Wollaston in 1698, was expelled, re. elected, and admitted 
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confiderations, page 23. Or thus: The Houſe ſomewhy 
44 inaccurately uſed the word ExrELIIEZ D; they ſhould have 
« called it A MOTION.“ Vide Mungo's caſe conſidered, page 11, 
Or, in ſhort, if theſe arguments ſhould be thought inſufficient, 
we may fairly deny the fatt. For example: © 1 affirm that he 
c was not re- elected. The ſame Mr. Wollaſton, who wa 
6; expelled, was not again elected. The ſame individual, if 
4% you pleaſe walked into the Houſe, and took his ſeat there, 
« but the ſame perſon, in law, was not admitted a member of 
« that Parliament, from which he had been diſcarded,” 


.. "Sxcond Fler. 2 
Mr. Walpole having been committed to the Tower, and expelled I, - 
For a high breach of truſt, and notorious corruption in a public of- . ; 
Ice, was declared incapable & . * 
1 Au cuux Rr. | « } 


From the terms of this vote, nothing can be more evident, MW" 1 
than that the Houſe of Commons meant to fix the incapacity “ 
upon the puniſhment, and not upon the crime; but, leſtu | 
ſhould appear in a different light, to weak, uninformed per. Bl. 
fons, it may be adviſeable to gut the reſolution, and give it ſel 
to the public, with all 1 ſolemnity, in the following “ 

terms, viz. © Reſolved, That Robert Walpole, Eſq; having WW * 
been that ſeſſion of Parliament expelled the Houſe, was and 
& is incapable of being elected member to ſerve in that pre- ¶ ch 
« ſent Parliament,” Jide Mungo on the Uſe of Quotations, ſo 
page 11. VVV 1 
5 V. B. The author of the anſwer to Sir William Meredith Wl. 
ſeems to have made uſe of Mungo's quotation : for in page 18, 
he aſſures us, That the declaratory vote of the 17th of Fe. 
* bruary 1769, was indeed a literal copy of the reſolution of I © 
« the Houſe in Mr. Walpole's caſe,” 1 | 
 Trixd Fact, | 


1 

He =, 0 
His opponent, Mr. Taylor, having the ſmalleſt number of votes ; 
|: 

* 

l 


at the next election, was declared NOT DULY ELECTED, 
Ny En noe WNSURLTES, © - Ts. = 
This ſact we conſider as directly in point, to prove that Mr 
Lutrrell ought to be the fitting member, for the following 
reaſons: + The burgeſſes of Lynn could draw no other in- 
« ference from this reſolution, but this, that a future elec- 
“ tion, and in caſe of a ſimilar return, the Houſe would re- 
« ceive the ſame candidate as duly elected, whom they had 
* before rejected. Vide Postſcript to Junius, p. 37. Or thus: | 
„This their reſolution leaves no room to doubt what part 
« they would have taken, if upon a ſubſequent te- election of 
„% Mr. Walpole, there had been any other candidate in com- 
* petition with him: For, by thei: vote, they could 5 
| | 6 Other 
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other intention than to admit ſuch other candidate.“ Vide 
ungo's cafe confidered, p. 39. Or take it in this light 
2 of Lynn having, in defiance of the houſe re- 
torted upon them a perſon, whom they had branded with the 
moſt ignominious marks of their diſpleaſure, were thereby ſo 
ell intitled to favour and indulgence, that the houfe could 
zo no leſs than rob Mr. Taylor of a right legally veſted in 
him, in order that'the burgeſſes might be appriſed of the law of 
parliament ; which law the houſe took a very direct way of ex- 
plaining to them, by refolving, that the candidate with the ſew. 
eſt votes was not duly elected: And was not this much more 
« equitable, more in the ſpirit of that equal and ſubſtantial 
« juſtice, which is the end of all law, than if they violently 
« adhered to the ſtrict maxims of law? Vide Serious conſider- 
ations, P. 33, and 34. And if the preſent houſe of commons 


« had choſen to follow the ſpirit of this reſolution, they 
at; N would have received and eſtabliſhed the candidate with the 


ty I feweſt votes. Vide Anſwer to Sir V. M. p. 18. 
it Permit me now, Sir, to ſhew you, that the worthy Dr. 


er · ¶ Blackſtone ſometimes contradiQs the miniſter as well as him- 


it N ſelf. The ſpeech without doors aſſerts, page 9, * That the 
ng © legal effect of an incapacity, founded on a judicial deter- 
ng MW & mination of a complete court, is preciſely the ſame as that 
nd of an incapacity created by act of parliament.” Now for 
e- ¶ the Doctor — The law and the opinion of the judge are not always 
1s, convertible terms, or one and the fame thing; fince it ſometimes may 
: happen, that the judge may miſtake the law, Commentaries, vol. 
{ l P · . Ih BBs 10 ä 


8, ſhe anſwer to Sir W. M. aſſerts, page 23, That the re- 

e- turning officer is not a judicial, but a purely miniſterial 

of WW © officer. His return is no judicial at.” —At em again, 
Doctor. The fheriff, in his judicial capacity is to hear and deter- 


mine cauſes of forty ſhillings value and under, in his county court. 
„He has alſo a judicial power in divers other civil cafes. He is like- 
wiſe to decide the elections of knights of the ſhire ¶ ſubjeci to the 
control of the houſe of commons, to judge of the qualification of 
voters, and to return ſuch as he ſhall DETERMINE to beduly elected. 
Vide Commentaries, vol. I. page 992, 33 2 
5 What concluſion ſhall we draw from ſuch facts, ſuch argu- 
ments, and ſuch contradictions ? I cannot expreſs my opinion, 
of the preſent miniſtry more exactly than in the words of Sir 
p Richard Steel, That we are governed by a ſet of drivellers, 

* whole folly takes away all dignity from diſtreſs, and makes 


: even calamity 1idiculous,” | 

f PHILO JUNIUS. 
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0 HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF BEDORD, 
( ͤ +75. --'----- So; bs. 4908 


7 2 are ſo little accuſtomed to receive any marks of 


ſpect or eſteem from the public, that if, in the following di 
lines, a compliment or expreſſion of applauſe ſhould eſcapi ve 
me, I fear you would conſider it as a mockery of your eſth ni 
liſhed character, and perhaps an inſult to your underſtanding w 

| You have nice feelings, my Lord, if we may judge from you H 
reſentmenis. Cautions therefore of giving offence, where you fo 
have ſo little deſerved it, I ſhall leave the illuſtration of you m 
virtues to other hands. Your friends have a privilege to play in 
upon the eaſineſs of your temper. or poſlibly they are betteM hi 


acquainted with your good qualities than I am, You hay & 
done good by ſtealth, ' The reſt is upon record. You hawe d 
ſtill left ample room for ſpeculation, when panegyrick is ex 1c 
hauſted. ff. 1 vie * 
Lou are indeed a very conſiderable man. The higheſt rank: I r 
a ſplendid fortune ;—and a name, glorious till it was you v 
were ſufficient to have ſupported you with meaner abilitisg k 
than I think you poſſeſs. From the firſt, you derive a conſti. . d 
tutional claim to reſpect; from the ſecond, a natural exten-MWM 1 
ſive authority ;—the laſt created a partial ex pectation of he t 
reditary virtues, The uſe you have made of theſe uncommon 
advantages might have been more honourable to yourſelf, but Ml 1 
could not be more inſtructive to mankind. Me may tracenM 1 
in the veneration of your country, the choice of your friends Ml } 
and in the accompliſhment of every ſanguine hope which the; 
Public might have conceived from the illuſtrious name of MW 
do | Tk | 
Ihe eminence of your ſtation gave you a commanding pro- 
pect of your duty. The road which led to honour, was open 
to your view. You could not loſe it by miſtake. and vou had 
no temptation to depart from it by deſign. Compare the na- 
tural dignity and importance of the richeſt peer of England; 
the noble independence which he might have maintained in 
parliament, and the real intereſt and reſpe& which he might 
have acquired, not only in parliament, but through the whole 
kingdom, — compare theſe glorious diſtinctions with the am- 
bition of holding a ſhare in government, the emoluments of 
a place, the ſale of a borough, or the purchaſe of a corpora- 
tion; and though you may not regret the virtues which create 
reſpect, you may ſee with anguiſh how much real importance 
and authority you have loſt, Conſider the character of an 
independent, virtuous Duke of Bedford ; imagine what he 
might be in this country, then reflect one moment upon what 


you 
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you are. Ik it be poſſible for me to withdraw my attention: 
from the fact, I will tell you in the theory, what ſuch a man 
night be. NED S172. E 
x Conſcious of his own weight and importance, his conduct 
in parliament would be directed by nothing but the conſtitu · 
tional duty of a peer. He would conſider himſelf as a guar- 
dian of the laws. Willing to ſupport the juſt meaſures of go- 
vernment, but determined to obſerve the conduct of the mi- 
niſter with ſuſpicion, he would oppoſe the violence of faction 


ing with as much firmneſs, as the encroachments of prerogative, 


He would be as little capable of bargaining with the miniſter 
for places for himſelf or his dependents, as of deſ:ending to 
mix himſelf in the intrigues of oppoſition, Whenever an 
important queſtion called for his opinion in parliament; 
he would be heard by the moſt profligate miniſter, with de- 
ference and reſpect. His authority would either ſanRify or 
dilgrace the meaſures of government, The people would 
look up to him as their protector; and a virtuous prince 
would have one honeſt man in his dominions, in whole integ- 
rity and judgment he might ſafely conſide“. If it ſhould be the 
will of providence to affl ct him with a domeſtic misfortune; 
he would ſubmit to the ſtroke with feeling, but not without 
dignity. - He would conſider the people as his children, and 
receive a generous heart-felt conſolation in the ſympathizing 
tears and bleſſings of his rome? + e 15 
Vour Grace may probably diſcover ſomething more intel- 
ligible in the negative part of this illuſtrious character. The 
man I have deſcribed would never prostitute his dignity in 
3 by an indecent violence, either in oppoſing or de- 
ending a minister. He would not at one moment rancour- 
ouſly perſecute, at another baſely cringe to the favourite of 
his Sovereign. After outraging the royal dignity with per- 
emptory conditions, little ſhort of menace and hostility, he 
would never deſcend to the humility of ſoliciting an inter- 
view t with the favourite, and of offering to recover at any 
oy the honour of his friendſhip. Though, deceived per- 
1aps in his youth, he would not, through the courſe of a long 
life, have invariably, choſen his friends from among the moſt 
proigate of mankind, His own honour would have for- 
den him from mixing his private pleaſures or converſation 
with jockeys, gameſters, blaſphemers, gladiators, or buffoons, 
He would then have never felt, much' leſs would he have 
ſubmitted to the diſhoneſt” neceſſity of engaging in the inte- 
reſts and intrigues of his dependents ; of ſupplying their vices, - 


* The Duke lately loſt his only ſon, by a fall from his horſe, 

4 At this interview, which paſſed at the houſe of the late Lord Eglin- 
bun, Lord Bute told the Duke, that he was determined never to have any 
connection with a man, Wbo had * betrayed him. | 


or 
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or relieving. their beggary, at the expence of his country, 
He » ould not have beirayed ſuch ignorance, or ſuch con. 
tempt of the conſtitution, as openly to avow, in a court of 
Juſtice, the + purchaſe and ſale of a borough. He would 
not have thought it confiſtent with his rank in the ſtate, or 
even with his perſonal importance, to be the little tyrant of 
a little corporation 41. | e would never have been inſulted 
with viitues. which he had laboured to extinguiſn: nor uf. 
ferred the di'igr ce of a mortifying defeat. which has made 
him ridiculous, a: d cor ten ptible, even to the ev by whom 
he was not deieſted.— ] reverence the affl ctions of a good 
man, —his ſorrous are ſacred, But how can we take part in 
the diſtreſſes of a man, whom we can neither love nor eſteem; 
or feel for a calamity, of which he himſelf is inſer ſible ? 
Where was the father's heart, when he could look for, or 
find an immediate conſolation for the le ſs cf an only fon, in 
conſultations and bargains for a place at court, and even in the 

miſery of balloting at he India Houſe? _ © 
 _ Aqdmtting then that you have miſtaken or deſerted thoſe 
honourable reg Gee ought to } ave diiected your con- 
duct; admitting that you have as liiile claim to private affec- 
tion as to public eſteem, let us ſee with hat abilities, with 
what degree ef judgment. you have carried your own {ſyſtem 
into execution. A great man, in the ſucceſs d even in the 
magnitude of his crimes, hi ds a reſcue from contempt. Your 
Grace is every way unfortu te. Yet | will not look back 
to thole ridiculous ſcenes, by which in your eatlier days you 
thought it an honour to be diſtinguiſhed || ;—the recorded 
| Niipes, the public infamv. your own ſufferings, oi Mr, 
Rigby,s fortuude, Thele events, undoubtedly left an impreſ- 
Ton, though not upon your mind. lo ſuch a mind it may 
perhaps be a pleaſute to reflect, that there is hardly a corner 
of any of his Majeſty's kingdoms, except France, in which, 
dai one time or another, your valuable lite has not been in 


+ In an anſwer in Chancery, in a ſuit againſt him to recover a large ſum paid 
him by perſon whom he had undertaken to return to parliament, for one of his 
Grace's boroughs, he was compelled to repay the money. | | 


t Ot Bediord , where the tyrant was held in ſuch contempt and deteſtation, 
that, in order to deliver themſelves irom him, they admitted a great number of 
ſtrauucers to the freedom To make his deteat truly ridiculous, he tried his whole 
ſtrength againit Mr Horne, and was beaten upon his own ground. 


| My. Heitton Humphrey a country attorney, horſewhipped the Duke, with 

equal juitice, feverity, and perſeverance, on the Courte at | uchficid; Rigby and 
| Lord l renth m were alſo cudgeled in a moſt exmplary manner This gave riſe 
to the following ſtory* '* When the laie King heard that Sir Edward Hawke had 
« given the French a drubbing, his Majety who hau never received that kind 
of chatiiſement, was pleated to aſk Lora Chetterfieid, the meaning of the word 
$#*+ Fir, lays Lord Cheſterfield, the meaning of the word——but here comes 
ti the Duke of Bedford, who is better able to explain it to your Majeſty than I am, 


| danger, 
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danger: Amiable man! we ſee and acknowledge the protec- 


tion of Providence, by which you have ſo often eſcaped the 


erſonal deteſtation of your fellow- ſubjects, and are ſtill re- 


ſerved. for the public juſtice of your country. 


Your hiſtory begins to be imporrant at that auſpicious pe- 


riod, at which your were deputed to repreſent the Earl of 


Bute at the court of Verſailles. It was an honourable office, 


and executed with the ſame ſpirit with which it was accept- 


ed. Your patrons wanted an ambaſſador, who would ſubmit 
to make conceſſions, without daring to infiſt upon any ho- 


nourable condition for his ſovereign, Their buſineſs required 
a man who had as little feeling for his own dignity as for the 
welfare of his country; and they found him in the firſt rank 
of the nobility, Belleiſle. Goree, Guadalope, St. Lucia, 
Martinique, the Fiſhery, and the Havannah, are glorious mo- 
numents of your Grace's talents for negociation, My Lord, 
we are too well acquainted with your pecuniary character, to 
think it poſſible that ſo many public ſacrifices ſhould have 


been made, without ſome private compenſations. Your con- 
duct carries with it an internal evidence, beyond all the legal 


proofs of a court of juſtice. Even the callous pride of Lord 
Egremont was alarmed}, He ſaw and felt his own diſhonour, 
in correſponding wirh you; and there certainly was a mo- 
ment, at which he meant to have reſiſted, had not a fatal le- 
thargy prevailed over his faculties, and carried all ſenſe and 
memory away with it. mY 1 


I will not pretend to ſpecify the ſecret terms on which 


you were invited to ſupport + an adminiſtration which Lord 
Bute pretended to leave in full poſſeſſion of their miniſterial 
authority, and perfe& maſters of themſelves, He was not of 


a temper to relinquiſh power, though he retired from em- 


ployment. Stipulations were certainly made between your 
Grace and him, and certainly violated. After two years ſub- 


miſſion, you thought you had collected a ſtrength ſufficient 


to control his influence, and that it was your turn to be a ty- 
rant, becauſe you had been a ſlave, When you found your- 
elf miſtaken in your opinion of your gracious Maſter's firm- 
neſs, diſappointment got the better of all your humble diſcre- 


tion, and carried you toan exceſs of outrage to his perſon as 


diſtant from true ſpirit, as from all decency and reſpett 5. 


t This man, notwithſtanding his pride and Tory principles, had fome Engliſh 


ſul in him. Upon an official letter he wrote to the Duke of Bedford, the Duke 
deſired to be recalled; and it was with the utmoſt difficulty that Lord Bute could 


ippeaſe him | i | | 
+ Mr. Grenville, Lord Hallifax, and Lord Egremont. © : 
The miniftry having endeavoured to exclude the Dowager out of the regency 
bill, the Earl of Bute determined to diſmiſs them. Upon this the Duke ot Bed- 
(demanded an audience of the; reproached him in plain terms, with his 

| | | duplicity. 


After 
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After robbing him of the rights of a King, you would ng 
permit him fo preſerve the honour of a gentleman, It wy 
then Lord Weymouth was nominated to Ireland, and diſpatch. 
ed (we well remember with what indecent hurry) to plunde 
the treaſury of the firſt fruits of an employment which yay 
well knew he was never to execute“. | 
This ſudden declaration of war againſt the favourite, might 
have given you a momentary merit with the public, if it had 
„either been adopted upon principle, or maintained with re. 
ſolution. Without looking back to all your former ſervility, we 
need only obſerve your ſubſequent conduct, to ſee upon what 
motives you ated. Apparently united with Mr. Grenville, 
you waited until Lord Rockingham's feeble adminiſtration 
mould diſſolve in its own weakneſs, The moment their dif. 
miſſion was ſuſpected, the moment you perceived that another 
ſyſtem was adopted in the cloſet, you thought it no diſgrace 
to return to your former dependence, and ſolicit once more 
the friendſhip of Lord Bute. You begged an interview, at 
which he had ſpirit enough to treat you with contempt. 
It would be now of little uſe to point out by what a train 
of weak, injudicious meaſures, it became neceſlary, or wa 
thought ſo, to call you back to a ſhare in the a: miniſtrationf. 
The friends whom you did not in the laſt inſtance deſert, were 
not of a character to add ſtrength or credit to government: 
and at that time your alliance with the Duke of Grafton waz, 
I preſume, hardly foreſeen, We muſt look for other ſtipu- 
lations, to account for that ſudden reſolution of the cloſet, by 
which three of your dependents J (whoſe characters I think, 
cannot be leſs reſpected than they are) were advanced to of- 
fices, through, which you might again controul the miniſter, 
and probably engroſs the whole direction of affairs. 
Ihe poſſeſſion of abſolute power is now once more within 
your reach, The meaſures you have taken to obtain and con- 
firm it, are too groſs to eſcape the eyes of a diſcerning judicious 
prince, His palace is beſieged ; the lines of circumvallation 
are drawing round him; ard, unleſs he finds a reſource in 
his own activity, or in the attachment of the real friends of 
his family, the beſt of princes muſt ſubmit to the confinement 
of a ſtate priſoner, until your Grace's death, or ſome leſs for: 
tunate event ſhall raiſe the ſiege. For the preſent, you mj 
ſafely reſume that ſtyle of inſult and menace, which even: 


_ Cuplicity, baſeneſs, falſehood, treachery and hypocriſy—repeatedly gave him the 
lie, and left him in convulſions. | . 
* He received three thouſand pounds for plate and equipage money 
When Earl Gower was appointed Preſident of the council, the King, with 
bis ufual fincerit\, aſſured him that he had not had one happy moment fiace tht 
Duke of Bedford left him. . 


3 Lords Gower, Weymouth, and Sandwich. 


private 
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private gentleman cannot ſubmit to hear without being con- 


 temptible. Mr. M'Kinzie's hiſtory is not yet forgotten; and 

ou may find precedents g of the mode, in which an 
| is pleaſure to his Sovereign. 

Where will this gracious monarch look for aſſiſtanec, when 


impe rious ſubje& may ſignify 
me wietched Grafton could forget his obligations to his 
maſter, and deſert him for a hollow alliance, with fuck a man 
as the Duke of Bedford! | ep 


* 


let us conſider you, then, as arrived at the ſummit of 


worldly greaineſs: let us ſuppoſe, chat all your plans of avarice 
and ambition are accompliſhed, and your molt ſanguine wiſhes 
gratified, in the fear as well as the hatred of the people; 
Can age itſelf forget that you are in the laſt act of life? 


Can grey hairs make folly venerable? and is their no period 
to be reſerved for meditation and retirement? For ſhame; my 


Lord let it not be recorded of you, that the lateſt moments 


of your life were dedicated to the ſame unworthy purſuits, 


the ſame buſy agitations, in which your youth and manhood 


were exhauſted, Conſider, that, although you cannot diſgrace 


your former life. you are violating the charafter of age, and 
expoling the e ee, imbecillity after you have loſt the 
vigour of the paſſions. . ö 


- 


Your friends will aſk, perhaps, Whither ſhall this un- 
happy old man retire? Can he remain in the metropolis, 


where his life has been ſo often threatened, and his palace ſo 
often attacked? If he returns to Wooburn, ſcorn and mockery 


await him. He muſt create a ſolitude round his eſtate, if he 
would avoid the face of reproach and derifion, At Plymouth 
his deſt ruction would be more than probable; at Exeter, in- 


evitable, No honeſt Engliſhman will ever forget his attach- 
ment, nor any honeſt Scotchman forgive his treachery, to 
Lord Bute, 'At every town he enters, he muſt change his 


liveries and name. Which ever way he flies, the Hue and Cry 
of the country purſues him. 7 


In another kingdom, indeed, | 
ſtration have been more ſenſibly felt; his virtues better un- 


derſtood; or, at worſt they will not, for him alone, forget 


their hoſpitality.— As well might Vzxres have returned to 
Sicily, You have twice eſcaped, my Lord; beware of a third 
experiment. The indignation of a whole people plundered, 
inſulted. and oppreſſed as they have been, will notalways-be 
diſappointed. | 175 : ; : | 


fly from your enemies than from yourſelf, Perſecuted abroad, 
you look into your own heart for conſolation, and find 
nothing but reproaches and deſpair, But my Lord, you may 
quit the field of buſineſs, though not the field of danger; 


and though you cannot be ſafe, you may ceaſe to be ridicu- 


lous, 


d, the bleſſings of his n ; 


It is in vain therefore to ſhiſt the ſcene. You can no more 
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lous. I fear you have liſtenened too long to the advice g 
thoſe pernicious friends, with whoſe intereſts you have ſordid. 
1y united your own, and for whom you have ſacrificed every 
thing that ought to be dear to a man of honour. They are ſtil 
baſe enough to encourage the follies of your age, as they onee 
_ did the vices of your youth. As little acquainted with the 
rules of decorum as with the laws of morality, they will na 
1uffer you to profit by experience, nor even toconſult the pro- 
priety of a bad character. Even now they tell you that life is 
no more than a dramatic ſcene, in which the hero ſhould pre. 
ſerve his conſiſtency to the laſt ; and that, as you lived with. 
out virtue you ſhould die without repentance, 


LETTER XXIV. e @ 

| TO JUNIUS, | „ 
e rr os Sep. 14, 1769, 2 
| AVING accidentally ſeen a republication of your letters, Rar 
E wherein you have been pleaſed to aſſert, that I had /old Wyc 
the companions of my ſucceſs ; Iam again obliged to declare Win 
the ſaid aſſertion to be a moſt infamous and malicious falſehood ; Iv 
and I again call 14 you to ſtand forth, avow yourſelf, and {Wo 
prove the charge. If you can make it out to the ſatis faction WR 
of any one man in the kingdom, I will be content to be thought Wil 
the worſt man in it? if you do not, what muſt the nation Wa 
think of you! Party has nothing to do in this affair: you have Hr 
made a perſonal attack upon my honour, defamed me by a W 
moſt vile calumay, which might poſſibly have funk into ob- Wt 
| Hvion, had not ſuch uncommon pains been taken to renew Er 
and perpetuate this ſcandal, chiefly becauſe it has been told Wc 
in good language; for give you full credit for your elegant WW" 
dition, well-turned periods, and attick wit; but wit is often- 
times falſe, though it may appear brilliant; which is exactly WW 
the caſe of your whole performance. But, Sir, J am obliged in I. 
the moſt ſerious manner, to accuſe you of being guilty of fal- 
ties. You have ſaid the thing that is not. To ſupport your 
Rory, you have recourſe to the following irreſiſtable argument: 
& You fold the companions of your victory, becauſe, when 
the 16th regiment was given to you, you was fil-nt, The 
conclufion is inevitable.“ I believe that ſuch deep and atcute 
reaſoning could only come from {uch an extraordinary writer 
as Junius. But, unfortunately for you, the premiſes, as well as 
the e are abſolutely falſe. Mary applications have 
been made to the miniſtry on the ſubje& of the Manilla ran- 
ſom, ſince the time of my being colonel of that regiment. : As 
FL. | | 5 5 1 have 


OF JUNIVs; ae. 


1 have for ſome years quitted London, I was obliged to have 
recourſe to the honoutable Colonel Monſon and Sir Samuel 
Corniſh to negotiate for me; in the laſt autumn, I perſonally 
delivered a memorial to the Earl of Shelbourne, at his ſeat in 
Wiltſhire. As you have told us of your importance, that you 
are a perſon of rank and fortune, atid above a common bribe, 
you may, in all probability, be not unknown to his lordſhip, 
who can ſatisfy you of the truth of what | ſay. But I ſhall 
now take the liberty, Sir, to ſeize your battery, and turn it 
againſt yourſelf, If your puerile and tinſel logic could catry 
the leaſt weight or Lonvidion with it, how muſt you ſtand 
affected by the inevitable concluſion as you are pleaſed to term it? 
According to Junius, Silence is Guilt, | In many of the public 
papers, you have been called, in the moſt direct and offenſive 
terme, a liar and a coward, When did you reply to theſe foul 
accuſations ? You have been quite filent, quite chop- fallen: 
therefore, becauſe you was filent, the nation has a right to pro- 
nounce you to be both a liar and a coward, from your own 
argument, But, Sir, I will give you fair play; I will afford 
you an opportunity to wipe off the firſt appellation, by deſir- 
ing the proofs of your charge againſt me, Produce them! Ta 


wipe off the laſt, produce yourſelf. People can not bear any | 


longer your Lton's-skin, and the deſpicable impoſture of the old 
Roman name which you have affected. For the future, aſ- 
ſume that of ſome modern bravo and dark aſſaſſin: let your 
appellation have ſome affinity to your practice But if 1 
mult periſh, Junius, let me periſh in the face of day; be for 
once a generous and open enemy. I allow, that Gnthic appeals 
to cold iron, are no better proofs of a man's honeſty and ve= 
ncity, than hot iron and burning plougſhares are of female 
chaſtity ; but a ſoldier's honour is as delicate as a woman's; it 
muſt not be ſuſpected: you have dared to throw more than 
a ſuſpicion upon mine : you cannot but know the conſequences 
which even the mcekneſs of Chriſtianity would pardon me 
for, after the injury you have done me, 2% 
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LETTER XXV. 
 Heret lateri lethalis arundo. 
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| TO SIR WILLIAM DRAPER, k. . . 
OE ep ⁊ | 
FTER fo long an interval, I did not expect to ſee the 
debate revived, between us. My anſwer to your laſt _ 
letter ſhall be ſhort ; for, I write to you with reluQance, 
+ Was Brutus an ancient bravo and dark aſſaſſin? or, does Sur W. D. think 
criminal to ſtab a tyrant to the heart? 1 I ee  - — TA ws 
| and 
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right to 6 
_ teer, _ You engaged in it with the unpremeditated gallantry 


and I hope we ſhall now conclude our correſpondence fe 
ever. 5 . ; 
Had you been originally, and without provocation, at. 
tacked by an anonymous writer, you would have ſome 
1X and his name. But in this caufe you are a volun. 
of a ſoldier. You were content to fet your name in oppo. 
Htjon to a man, who would probably continue in conceal. 
ment. You underſtqod the terms upon which we were to 
correfpond, and gave at leaſt a tacit aſſent to them. Aſter 
voluntarily attacking me, under the character of Junius 
what poſſible right have you to know me under any other 


Will you forgive me if I infinuate to you, that you foreſaw 


Jome honour in the apparent ſpirit of coming forward 
in perfon, and that vou were not quite indifferent to the 
diſplay of your literary eee, 152 3 
You cannot but know, that the republication of my let. 
ters was no more than a catch-penny contrivance of a Prin. 
ter, in which it was impoſſible J ſhould be concerned, and 
For which I am no way anſwerable. At the ſame time [ 
wifh you to underſtand, that, if I do not take the trouble 
of reprinting theſe papers, it is not from any fear of giving 
offence to Sir William Draper, AR nt | 

\ . Your remarks upon a fignature adopted merely for diftine- 


tion, are unworthy of notice; but, when you. tell me | 


have fubmitted to be called a liar and. a coward, 1 muſt ak 


vou in my turn, whether you feriouſly think it any way in. 


cumbent on me to take notice of the ſilly inveRives of every 


fHimpleton who writes in a newſpaper; and what opinion 


you would have conceived of my diſcretion, if I had ſub 
fered mylelt to be the dupe of fo fhallow an artifice ? 
Your appeal to the fword, though confiftent enough with 
your late profeſhon, will neither prove your innocence, not 
clear you from ſufpicion.— Vour complaints with regard to 
the Manilla ranſom were, for a confiderable time, a diſtreſ. 


to government, 'You are appointed (greatly out of your 


turn) to the command of a regiment; and during that 


" adminiſtration, we heard no more of Sir William Draper, 


The facts of which | ſpeak, may, indeed, be variouſly ac- 
counted for; but they are too notorious to be denied; and! 
think you might have learned at the univerſity, that a falſe 


concluſion is an error in argument, not a breach of veracity. 


Your ſolicitations, I doubt not were renewed under another 
adminiſtration. Admitting the fact, 1 fear an indifferent 
perſon would only infer from it, that experience had mads 
you. acquainted. with the benefits of complaining, Remem- 


; ber, Sir, that you have yourſelf confeſſed, that, con/idering 
| the critical ſituation of this country, the miniſtry are in tlie riglt, 
1 ON 8 | 1 


Ai, e 28788 
| A 8 you have not favoured me with either of the explanations 
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to temporize with Spain. This confeſſion reduces yqu to an 
unfortunate dilemma, By rene wing your ſolicitations, you 
mult either mean to force your country into a war, at a moſt 
unſeafonable juncture; or, having no view or expeQation 
of that kind, that you look for nothing but a private come 
penſation to yourſelf. SR 5 | 
As to me it is by no means neceſſary that I ſhould be ex- 
poſed. to the refentment of the worſt and the moſt powerful 
men in this country, though I may be indifferent about 
yours. Though, you. yould fight, there are others who 
would aſſaſſinate. . wy 


But, after all, Sir, where is the injury? You affure me, 
that my logic is puerile and tinſel; that it carries not my 
leaſt weight or conviction; that my premiſes are falſe, an 
my conc ſions abſurd. If this be a juſt deſcription of me, 


how is it poſſible for ſuch a writer to diſturb your peace o 


mind, or to injure. 2 character fo well eſtabliſhed as yours 7 
Take, care, Sir William, how you indulge this. unruly 
temper, leſt the world ſhould ſufpeR, that confcience has 
ſome ſhare in your reſentments, You have more ta fear 
from the treachery of your paſſions, than from any malevo- 
lence of mine, „FCW * 

I believe, Sir, you will never know me. A conſiderable 
time muſt certainly elapſe, before we are perſonally. ac- 


r You need, not, however, regret the delay or 


uffer an apprehenſion that any length of time can reſtore 
you to the Chriſtian meekneſs of your temper, and diſap- 
poiat your prefent indignation, If I underſtand your cha- 
1aQer, there is in your own breaſt a repoſitory, in which 
your reſentments may be ſafely laid up for future occaſions, 
and preſerved without the hazard of diminution, II 

Odia in longum jacens, que reconderet auftaque promeret, 1 


thought had only belonged to the worſt character of antiqui- 
ty. The text is in Tacitus you know beſt where to look 


for the commentary. eg 
55 | JUNIUS _ 
———— Io — — 

5 LETTER XA. 
A WORD AT PARTING TO JUNIVUS, 
Oct. 7, 1769. 


demanded of you, I can have nothing more to ſay to 

you upon my own account. Your mercy to me, or tender- 
5 1 = neſ⸗ 

+ Meaſurey and not men, is the common cant of affected moderation; 3 

» counterfeit language, fabricated by k naves, and made current among fools. 

Such geale cenſure 33 not fitted to the preſent degenerate ſtate of ſociety. * | 
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neſs for yourſelf has been very great. The public will 
judge of your motives, If your exceſs of modeſty forbidz 
_ you io produce either the proofs, or yourſelf, I will excuſe 
it. Toke courage; | have not the temper of Tiberius, any 
more han the rank or power. You indeed, are a tyrant of 
another fort ; and, upon vour political bed of torture, can 
excruciate any ſubje&. from a firſt miniſter gown to ſucha 
grub or butterfly as myſelf ; like another deteſted tyrant of 
antiquitv, can make the wretched ſufferer fit the bed, if the 
bed will not fit the ſafferer, by disjointing or tearing the 
trembling limbs until they are ſtretched to its extremity, 
But courage, conſtancy, and patience, under torments, have 
ſometimes cauſed the moſt hardened monſters to relent, and 
forgive the Object of all their cruelty. You, Sir, are deter- 
minea to try all that human nature can endure, until ſhe ex- 
Pires : elſe, was it poſſible that you could be the author of 
that moſt inhuman letter to the Duke of Bedford, 1 have 
read with aſtoniſhment ard horror ? Where, Sir, where, 
| were the feelings of your own heart, when you could up- 
braid a moſt affectionate father with the loſs of his only and 
moſt amiable ſon ? Read over again thoſe cruel lines of yours, 
and let them wring your very ſoul ! Cannot political queſ- 
tions be diſcuſſed, without deſcending to the moſt odious 
' perſonalities ? Muſt you go wantonly out of your way to tor- 
ment declining age, becauſe the Duke of Bedford may have 
quarrelled with thoſe whoſe cauſe and politics you eſpouſe ? 
For ſhame f for ſhame! As you have ſpoke daggers to him, 
you may juſtly dread the ufe of them againſt your own breaſt, 
did a want of courage, or of noble ſentiments, ſtimulate him 
to ſuch mean revenge, He is above it; he is brave, Do you 
fancy that your ou n baſe arts have infected our whole iſland ? 
But your own refle&ions, your own conſcience,muſt, and will, 
if you have any ſpark. of humanity remaining, give him 
moſt ample vengeance, Not all the power of words with 
which you are graced, will ever waſh out, or even palliate, 
this foul blot in your character. I have not time at preſent 
to diſſe& your letter ſo minutely as I could wiſh ; but I will 


does it avail to expoſe the abſurd contrivance or pernicious tendency of meaſures, 
if the man who adviſes or executes ſhall be ſuffered, not only to eſcape with im- 
punity, but even to preſerve his power, and inſult us with the favour of his 
Sovereign! I would reccommend to the reader the whole of Mr. Pope's letter 
to Dr. Arbuthnot, dated July 26th, 1734, from which the following is an ex- 
tract: To reform, and not to chaſtiſe, I am af, aid is impofſible: and that 
« the beſt precepts, as well as the beſt laws would prove of ſmall uſe, if there 
«6 ere no examples to enforce them. To attack vices in the abſtract, without 
4 touching perſons, may be ſafe fighting indeed, but it is fighting with ſhadows, 
My greateſt comfort and encouragement to proceed, has been to ſee, that thoſe 
« who have no ſhame, and no fear of any thing elle, haye appeared touched by 


„% my ſaures. | 
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be bold enough to ſay, that it is (as to reaſon and argument) 
the moſt extraordinary piece of forid impotence that was ever 
impoſed upon the eyes and ears of the too credulous and de- 
juded mob. It accuſes the Duke of Bedford of high trea- 
fon. Upon what foundation? You tell us, that the 
„ Duke's pecuniary charafter makes it more than probable, that 
« he could not have made fueh ſacrifices at the peace, with- 
out fome private compenſations; that his conduct carried 
„with it an interior evidence, beyond all the legal proofs of 
a court of juſtiee.T“ | 


My academical education, Sir, bids me tell you,” that ie o 


neceſſary to eſtabliſh the truth of your firſt propoſition, be- 
fore you prefume to draw inferences from it. Firſt prove 
the avarice, before you make the raſh, haſty, and moſt 
wicked concluſion. This father, Junius, whom you call 
avaricious, allowed that fon eight thouſand pounds * 
Upon his moſt unfortuate death, which your utual good na- 
ture took care to remind him of, he greatly increaſed the 


jointure of the afflicted lady his widow, Is this avarice? Is 


this doing good by ſtealth ? It is upon record. 3 

If exact order, method, and true economy, as a maſter of 
a family; if ſplendor and juſt magnificence, without wild 
waſte and thoughtlefs extravagance, may conſtitute the cha- 


rafter of an avaricious man, the Duke is guilty. But for a 
moment let us admit that an ambaſſador may love money too 


much ; what proof do you give that he has taken any to 
betray his country ? Is it hearſay 3 or the evidence of let- 


ters, or ocular ; or the evidence of thoſe concerned in this 


black affair? Produce your authorities to the public. It is 


an impudent kind of ſorcery, to attempt to blind us with the 


ſmoke, without convincing us that the fire has exiſted. 


You firſt brand him with a vice that he is free from, to 


render him 'odious and ſufpected. Suſpicion is the foul 
weapon with which you make all your chief attacks; with 
that you ſtab. But ſhall one of the firſt ſubje&s of the 
realm be ruined in his fame; ſhall even his life be in con- 
ſtant danger, from a charge built upon ſuch ſandy founda- 
tions? Muſt his houſe be beſieged by lawleſs ruffians, his 
journeys impeded, and even the aſylum of an altar be inſe- 
cure from afſertions fo baſe and falfe ? Potent as he is, the 
Duke is amenable to juſtice ; if guilty, puniſhable. The 


Parliament is the high and ſolemn tribunal for matters of 
ſuch great moment, To that be they ſubmitted. But I hope 
alſo that ſome notice will ze taken of, and ſome punifhment 


inflicted upon, falie accuſers ; eſpecially upon ſuch, Junius, 
who are wilfully falſe. In any truth I will agree, even with 
Junius; will agree with him that it is highly unbecoming 
ine dignity of Peers to tamper with boroughs, Ariſtocracy 
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is as fatal as democracy, Our conſtitution admits of neither, 


It loves a King, Lords, and Commons, really choſen by the of 
unbought ſuffrages of a free people. But if corruption only T. 
ſhifts hands; if the wealthy Commoner gives the bribe, in. ou 
ſtead of the potent peer, is the ſtate better ſerved by this ex. MW la 
change ? Ie the real emancipation of the borough effected, Ml G 
becauſe. new parchment bonds may poſſibly ſuperſede the MW nc 


old? To ſay the truth, wherever ſuch practices prevail, they IM to 
dre equally criminal to, and deſtructive of our freedom. in 
Übe reſt of your declamation is ſcarce worth conſidering, ¶ c- 
excepting for the elegance of the language. Like Hamlet IW hi 
in the play, you produce two pictures, and you tell us, that MW h. 
one is not like the Duke of Bedford; then you bring a moſt IM v 
| hideous caricature, and tell us of the reſemblance; bu p 
mnultum abludit imago. 18 e | : 
All your long tedious accounts of the miniſterial quarrels, t 
and the intrigues of the cabinet, are reducible to a few i 
ſhort lines; and to convince you, Sir, that | do not mean to n 
flatter any miniſter, either paſt or preſent, theſe are my 
thoughts: They ſeem to have acted like lovers, or children: 
have + pouted, quarrelled, cried, kiſſed, and been friends 
again, as the objects of deſire, the miniſterial rattles, have 
been put into their, hands, But ſuch proceedings are very 
unworthy of the gravity and dignity of a great nation. We 
do not want men of abilities; but we have wanted: ſteadi- 
neſs; we want unanimity ; your letters Junius, will not 
contribute thereto, You may one day expire by a flame of 
your own kindling, But it is my humble opinion, that 
lenity and moderation, pardon and oblivion, will diſappoint 
the efforts of all the ſeditious in the land, and extinguiſh 
their wide ſpreading fires. I have lived with this ſentiment ; 
with this I ſhall die, 3 TT 3 
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| WILLIAM DRAPER, 
” OL TER art . 
ro THE PRINTER OT THE PUBLIC ApyERTISER. 
IR, hs : 5 JON” . | | Oct. 13, 1769, 
F Sir William Draper's bed be a bed of torture, he has 
| [ made it for himſelf. I ſhall never interrupt his repole, 
Having changed the ſubject, there are parts of his laſt let- 
ter, not undeſerving of a reply. Leaving his private cha. 
raQter and conduct out of the queſtion, I ſhall conſider him 
merely in the capacity of an author, whoſe labours certainly 
do no diſciedit to a newſpaper. | 5 
We ay, in common diſcourſe, that a man may be his own 
enemy; and the frequency of the fact makes the expreſſion 
intelligible. But that a man ſhould be the bittereſt enemy 


* 


0 


+Sir William gives us a pleaſant account of men, Who, in bis opinion at leaſh, 
ve the beſt qualified to govern an empire. | 
| a 
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of his friends, implies a contradiction of à peculiar nature: 
There is ſomething in it, which cannot be conceived with- 
out a confuſion of ideas, nor expreſſed without a foleciſm in 
language. Sir William Draper is {till that fatal friend Lord 
Granby found him. Yet I am ready to do juſtice to his ge- 
nerolity, if indeed it be not ſomething more than generous, 
to be the voluntary advocate of men who think themſelves 
injured by his aſſi ſtance, and to conſider nothing in the 
cauſe he adopts but the difficulty of defending it. I thought 
however he had been better read in the hiſtory of the human 
heart than to compare or confound the tortures of the body 
with thoſe of the mind, He ought to have known, though 
perhaps it might not be in his intereſt to confeſs, that no 
outward tyranny can reach the mind, If conſcience plays 
the tyrant, it would be greatly for the benefit of the world 
that ſhe were mote arbitrary, and far leſs placable than ſome 
men find her. | | 3 BE EIT 
But it ſeems I have outraged the feelings of a father's 
heart. - Am | indeed ſo injudicious? Does Sir William 
Draper think I would have hazarded my credit with a gene- 
rous nation, by ſo groſs a violation of the laws of humanity 7. 
Does he think I am ſo little acquainted with the firſt and 
noble ſt characteriſtic of Engliſhmen ? Or how will he re- 
concile ſuch folly with an underſtanding ſo full of artifice as 
mine ? Had he been a father, he would have been but little 
offended with the ſeverity of the reproach, for his mind 
would have been filled with the juſtice of it. He would 
have ſeen that I did not inſult the feelings of a father, but 
the father who felt nothing. He would have truſted to the 
evidence of his own paternal heart; and boldly denied the 
poſſibility of the fact inſtead of defending it. Ag.ink 
whom then will his honeſt indignation. be directed, when 1 
aſſure him, that this whole tuwn beheld the Duke of Bed- 
ford's conduct, upon the death of his ſon, with horror and 
aſtoniſhment. Sir William Draper does himſelf but little 
honour in oppoling the general ſenſe of his country, The 
people are ſeldom wrong in their opinions,—in their ſenti- 
ments they are never miltaken, There may be a vanity per- 
haps in a ſingular way of thinking: — but when a man 
profeſſes a want of thoſe feelings which do honour to the 
multitude, he hazards ſomething infinitely more important 
than the character of his underſtanding, After all, as Sir 
William may poſlibly be in earneſt in his anxiety for the 
Duke of Bedford, I ſhould be glad to relieve him from it. 
He may reſt aſſured this worthy Nobleman laughs, with 
equal indifference, at my reproaches, and Sir William's diſ- 
trels about him. But here let us flop. Even the Duke of 
Bedford, inſenſible as he is, will conſult the tranguiility of 
TR. SST ' © WW 
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his life, in not provoking the moderation of my temper, If, 
from the profoundeſt contempt I ſhould ever riſe into anger, 
he ſhould ſoon find, that all I have already ſaid of him, wa 
lenity and compaſſion. bs ST WT ge | 
Out of a long catalogue, Sir William Draper has confined 
himſelf to the refutation of two charges only, The reſt he 
had not time to diſcuſs, and indeed it would have been a la. 
borious undertaking, To draw up a defence of ſuch a ſeries of 
enormities would have required a life at least, as long as that 
which has been uniformly employed in the praftice of them, 
The public opinion of the Duke of Bedford's extreme cecono. 
my it ſeems, is entirely without foundation. Though not very 
_ Prodigal abroad, in his own family at leaſt he is regular and 
magnificent, He pays his debts, abhors a beggar, and makes 
a handſome eee for his ſon: His charity has improved 
upon the proverb, and ended where it began. Admitting the 
whole force of this ſingle inſtance of his domeſtic generoſity, 
(wonderful indeed, conſidering the narrowneſs of his fortune, 
and the little merit of his only ſon), the public may ſtill per- 
haps be diſſatisfied, and demand ſame other leſs equivocal 
proofs of his munificence. Sir William Draper ſhould have 
entered boldly into the detail of indigence relieved—of arts 
encouraged—of ſcience patronized men of learning pro- 
tefted, and works of genius rewarded :—in ſhort, had there 
been a ſingle inſtance, beſides Mr. Rigby *, of bluſhing merit 
brought forward by the Duke tor the ſervice of the public, it 
mould not have been omitted. ks | 
I wiſh it were poſlible to eſtabliſh my inference with the 
ſame certainty, on which I believe the principle is fcunded, 
My concluſion, however, was not drawn from the principle 
alone, I am not fo unjuſt as to reaſon from one crime to ano- 
ther, though I think, that, of all the vices, avarice is molt 
apt to taint and corrupt the heart. I combined the known 
_ temper of the man with the extravagant conceſſions made by 
the ambaſſador; and though 1 doubt not ſufficient care was 
taken to leave no document of any treaſonable negociation, I 
ſtill maintain that the conduct + of this miniſter carries with = 
it an internal and convincing evidence againſt him, Sir William 
Draper ſeems not to know the value or force of ſuch a proof. 
He will not permit us to judge of the motives of men, by the 
manifeſt tendency of their actions, nor by the notorious cha- 
racter of their minds, He calls for papers and witneſſes, with 
a triumphant ſecurity, as if nothing could be true, but what 


* This gentleman is ſuppoſed to have the ſame idea of bluſhing, that a man 
blind from his birth has of ſcarlet or ſky blue, MEE! | 
+ If Sir W. D. will take the trouble of looking into Torcy's Memoirs, he 
will ſee with what little ceremony a tribe may be offered to a Duke, and with 
what little ceremony it was only not accey ted. e 


could 


OF JUNIUS, &c. "i 


could be proved in -a court of juſtice, Yet a religious man 
might have remembered, upon what foundation ſome truths, 
melt intereſting to mankind, have been received and eſtab- 
liſhed, If it were not fo; the internal evidence, which the 


Chriſtianity ? * 9h 
The generous warmth of his reſentment makes him con- 
found the order of events, He forge's that the inſults and 


ir William has lamented with many delicate 1: uches of the 


alt?; though for aught I know, it may carry with it ſome- 
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iſe. man would do ell to prepare himlelf for the event. 
But l have a charge of a hcavier nature againſt Sir William 
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that, if guil'y he may be puniſhed by due courſe of law; and 
all this he ſays with as much graviiy as if he believed one 
ord of the matter. I hope, indeed, the day of impeachment 
ill arrive, before this nobleman eſcapes out of life but to 


6 0 


think he might have contented himſelf with defending the 
reateſt enemy. without inſulting the diſtrelſes of his cuntry, 
His concluding declaration of his opinion with reſhect to 
he preſent condition of affairs, is too looſe and undetermined 
o be of any ſervice to the public. How ſtrange is it that this 
zentleman ſhould dedicate ſo much time and argument to the 
efence of worth'eſs or indifferent characters, while he gives 


. OO 


bis attention or do credit to his abilities, | | 
8 JUNIUS, 
— — 8ẽ — — — — 
5 "LETTER XXFIE © 
TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER. 
Sis, an; 1 08, 20, 1769. 
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| Very ſincerely applaud the ſpirit with which a lad hag 
1 paid the deht of gratitude to her bene factor. Ihough L 
hink (h- has miſtaken the point, ſhe ſhows a virtue which 
takes her reſpe&able, The queſtion turned upon the per- 
onal generoſity or avarice of a man, whole private fortune 
immenſe, The proofs of his munificence muſt hin 
925 rom 
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pure ſt of rel gions carries with it, what would have become 
of his once- well quated decalogue, and of the meekneſs of his 


liſtreſſes which the Duke of Bedford has ſuffered, and which 


rue pathetic, were only recorded in my letter to his Grace, 
not occaſioned by it. It was a ſimple candid narrative of 


hing prophetic. His Grace undoubtedly has received ſeve- 


ral ominous hints; and | think, in certain circumſtances, a 


Draper, dle teils us hat the Duke of Bedford is amenable to 
juſtice « That parliament is a high and ſolemn tribunal; and 


refer us to that mode of proceediug now, with ſuch a mini- 
try, and ſuch a houſe of commons as the preſent, what is it, 
ut an indecent mockery of the common ſenſe of the nation? 


but ſeven ſolitary lines to the only ſubje@ which can delerve 
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from the uſes to which he has applied that fortune. 1 way nit 
| 3 of a Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, but of a rich En- 
gliſh Duke, hoſe wealth gave him the means of doing 4 
much good in this country, as he derived from his power in 
another, I am far from wiſhing to leſſen the merit of thi 
fingle benevolent a&ion perhaps it is the more conſpicuous 
from ſtanding alone, All I mean to ſay is, that it proves no: 
thing in the preſent argument, 1 Ne 
chk JUNIUS, 
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"LETTER XAIX. 
ADDRESSED TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 
So ITE Oct. 19, 1769 7 
am well aſſured that Junius will never deſcend to a diſpute 
1 with ſuch a writer as Modeſtus, (whoſe letter appeared in 
the Gazetteer on Monday) eſpecially as the diſpute muſt be 
chiefly about words, Notwithſtanding the partiality of the 
Public, it does not appear that Junius values hiwſelf upon ſſh 
any ſuperior ſkill in compoſition, and I hope his time wil 
always be more uſefully employed than in the trifling refine- 
ments of verbal criticiſm. Modeſtus however ſhall have no 
reaſon to triumph in the ſilence and moderation of Junius. 
If he knew as much of the propriety of language, as I be · Illo 
lieve he does of the fatts in queſtion, he would have been 
as cautious of attacking Junius upon his compoſition, as he 
| ſeems tobe of entering into the ſubject of it; yet after all, 
the laſt is the only article of any importance to the public, 
I do not wonder at the unremitted rancour with which the 
Duke of Bedford and his adherents invariably ſpeak of all 
nation, which we well know has been too much injured toi 
be eaſily forgiven, But why muſt Junius be an Iriſhman ?- 
The abſurdity of his writings betrays him—Waving all conſide- 
ration of the inſult offered by Modeſtus to the declared Judge xerh 
ment of the people, (they may well bear this amongſt the 
reſt) let us follow the ſeveral inſtances and try whether the 
charge be fairly ſupported, _ 

Firſt then —The leaving a man to enjoy ſuch repoſe as he 
can find upon a bed of torture, is ſevere indeed; perhaps 
too much ſo, when applied to ſuch a trifler as Sir William 
Draper ; but there is nothing abſurd either in the idea or ex- 

reſſion. Modeftus cannot diſtinguiſh between a ſarcaſm and 
oo, A gn HED 

2. I affirm, with Junius, that it is the frequency of the 
fac, which alone can make us comprehend how a man cali 
be his own enemy. We ſhould never arrive at the complet 
idea conveyed by thoſe words, if we had only ſeen one 


em: 


e p 


OF JUNIVS, &. 99 


two inſtanees of a man acting to his own prejudice, Offer 
the propoſition to a child, or a man unufed to compound his 
ideas, and you will ſoon ſee how little either of them une 
| Wrrſtand you. .' It is not a fimple idea ariſing from à fingle 
i Wt ; but a very complex idea arifing from many facts, well 
5 Webſerved, and accurately compare. 8 
g. Modeftus could not, without great affectation, miſtake 
the meaning of Junius, when he sof a man who is the 
| Whittereſt enemy of his friends, He could not but know, 
that Junius ſpoke not of a falſe or hollow friendſhip, but of 
2 real intention to ſerve, and that intention producing the 
worſt effects of enmity, Whether the deſcription be ſtrifly 
zpplicable ' to Sir William Draper, is another queſtion, 
Junius does not ſay, that it is more criminal for a man to be 
he enemy of his friends than his own, though he might 
have affirmed it with truth. In a moral light, a man may 
ertainly take greater liberties with himſelf than with ano- 
ther, To ſacrifice ourſelves merely, is a weakneſs we may 
Indulge in, if we think proper, for we do it at our own 
Wizard and expence: but under the pretence of friendſhip 
lo fport with the reputation or ſacrifice the honour of ano- 
er, is ſomething worſe than weakneſs; and, if, in favour 
f the fooliſh intention, we do not call it a crime, ve muſt. 
low, at leaſt, that it ariſes from an overweening, buſy, 
neddling impudenee.— Junius ſays only, and he ſays truly, 
that it is more extraordinary; that it involves a greater con- 
ndi&tion” than the other; and, is it not a maxim received 
n life, that, in general we can determine more wiſely for 
thers than for ourſelves? The reaſon of it is ſo clear in ar- 
ment, that it hardly wants the confirmation of experience. 
Wir William Draper, 1 confeſs, is an exception to the gene- 
| rule, though not much to his credit. 
4. If this gentleman will go back to his ethicks, he may 
erhaps diſcover the truth of what Junius ſays, That no out- 
Word tyranny can reach the mind, The tortures of the body 
may be introduced, by way of ornament or illuſtration. to 
preſent thoſe of the mind; but, ſtrictly, there is no ſimili- 
de between them, They are totally different, both in their 
auſe and operation. The wretch who luffers upon the rack, 
merely paſſive ; but when the mind is tortured, it is not 
the command of any outward power; it is the ſenſe of 
it which conſtitutes the puniſhment, and creates that tor- - 
te with which the guilty mind acts upon itſelf, ' >» + 
He misquotes what Junius ſays of conſcience, . and 
lakes the ſentence ridiculous, by ating it his own, _ 
So much for. compoſition, Now for fact. unius, it 
ems has miſtaken the Duke of Bedford. His Grace had all 
e proper feelings of a father, though he took care to ſup- 
An 5 U preſs 
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preſs the appearance of them. Vet it was an occafion, ons 
would think on which he need not have been aſhamed ag 
his grief —on which leſs fortitude would have done hin 
more honour, I can conceive indeed. a benevolent motiy 
for his endeavouring to aſſume an air of tranquillity in hi 
_ own family ; and I wiſh, 1 could diſcover any thing,..in-the 
zeſt. of his charaRter, to juſtify my aſſigning that motive u 
this behaviour. But is there no medium? Was it neceſſay 


to appear abioad. to ballot at the India Houſe,. and 'make; 1 
eee diſplay, though it were only of an apparent inſenk, B 
inte P—I know we are treading on tender ground; anlf , 
Junius. I am convinced, does not wiſh to argue this quel. 5 


tion farther, Let the friends of the Duke of Bedford ob 
| Jerve that humble filence, which becomes their - fituation, 
They ſhould recolleR, that there are {till ſome facts in ſtor 
at which human nature would ſhudder. I ſhall be under. 
Rood by thoſe whom it conceins, when I ſay that theſe fach 

go farther than to the Duke . 
It is not inconſiſtent to ſuppoſe that a man may be quite 
indifferent about one part of a charge, yet ſeverely tun 
with another; and though he feels no remorſe, that he maj 
Wiſh io be revenged. I he charge of inſenſibility carries: 
reproach, indeed. but no danger with it.— Junius had fai 
| There are others who would aſſaſſinate: Modestus, knowing hi 
man, Wwill-not ſuffer the inſinuation to be divided, but fixe 

| eo the Duke of Bedford, _ 1 
Without determining upon what evidence Junius wou 
chooſe to be condemned, I will venture to maintain, in opp 
ſit ion 1> Modestus, or to Mr. Rigby, (who is certainly nc 
"Modestus), or any other of the Bloomſbury gang, that t. 
evidence againſt the Duke of Bedford is as ſtrong as at 
preſumptive evidence can be, It depends upon a combi 
tion of fafts and reaſoning, which require no confirmativ 
From the anecdote of the Duke of Marlborough. Tt 
anecdote was referred to, merely to ſhew how ready a gn 
man may be to receive a great bribe ; and if Modestus cou 
read the original, he would ſec, that the expreſſion, only 1 


+ Within a forinight after Lord Taviſtock's death, the venerable Germ 
| Had a rout at Bedford Houſe, The good Duke (who had only ſixty thou 
unds a year) orde ed an inventory te be taken of his ſon's wearing appin 
don to his flippers, told them all, and put the money in his pocktt. I 
amiable Marchioneſs, ſhocked at ſuch brutal, unfeeling avarice, gave the v 
of the clothes ta the Marquis's ſervant, out of her own purſe. That incom 
rable woman did not Jong ſurvive her huſband. When ſhe died, the Duche's 
Bedford treated her as the Duke had treated his only ſon. She ordered e 
. gown an trinket to be ſold, and pocketed the money. Theſe are the m 
ſters whom Sir William Draper comes forward to defend. May God pi 
mae from doing any thing that may zequire ſuch defence, or to deſerve 
ac 


Wn what manner the Le | 
Wa leſs crime nor leſs fatal in its conſequences, to encourage 


Joux us, &c; = 
eccehted, was: probab! y the only one in our language, that 


exactly fitted the caſe : The bribe, offered to the Duke of 
Marlborough, was not refuſed, 5 8 
I cannot conclude without taking notice of this honeſt 
gentleman's learning, and bran, he had given us a little 
more of it. When he accidentally found himſelf ſo near 
ſpeaking truth, it was rather unfair of him to. leave out the 
non re refelli. As it ſtands, the pudet hœc opprobria may 
ivided equally between Mr. Rigby and the Duke of 
Bedford. Mr. Rigby I take for granted. will aſſert his na- 
tural right to the modeſty of the quotation, and leave all 


the opprobrium to his Grace. x \ 
5 - PHILO JUNIUS. 


| LETTER XXX. 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 

Six, 1 „% 7% 
I. is not wonderful that the great cauſe in which this coun- 
try is engaged, ſhould have rouſed and engroſſed the whole 
attention of the people, I rather admire the generous ſpirit 

with which they feel and aſſert their intereſt in this import- 
ant queſtion, than blame them for their indifference about 
any other, When the conſtitution is openly invaded, when 
the firſt original right of the people, from which all laws 
derive their authority, is directly attacked, inferior grievan- 
ces naturally loſe their force, and are ſuffered to paſs by 
without puniſhment or obſervation. The preſent Miniſtry 
are as ſingularly marked by their fortune as by their crimes, 
Inſtead of atoning for their former conduct by any wile or 
pular meaſure, they have found, in the enormity of one 
25 a cover and defence for a ſeries of meaſures, which 
muſt have been fatal to any other adminiſtration. I fear we 

are too remiſs in obſerving the whole of their proceedings. 
Struck with the principal figure, we do not ſufficiently marx 

— canvas is filled up. Vet ſurely it is not 


a flagrant breach of the law by a military force, than to 


Winake uſe of the forms of parliament to deſtroy the conſtitu- 
Wiion.—_ The miniſtry ſeem determined to give us a choice of 


difficulties, and, if poſſible, to perplex us with the multi- 
tude of their offences. The expedient is worthy of the 
Duke of. Grafton. But though he had preſerved a grada- 
tion and variety in his meaſures, we ſhould remember that 
te principle is uniform. Dictated by the ſame ſpirit, they 
deſerve the ſame attention. The following fa, though of 
the moſt alarming nature, has not yet been clearly ſtated to 
Ge public; nor have the conſequences of it been ſufficient- 
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ly underſtood. Had I taken it up at an earlier period, 
ſhould have been accuſed of an uncandid. malignant preci- 
itation, as if I watched for an unfair advantage againk 
Fe miniſtry, and would nat allow, them a reaſonable time to 
do their duty. They now ſtand without excuſe, Inſtead of 
employing the leiſure they have had, in a ſtrift examination 
of the offence, and pu iſhing the offenders, they ſeem to 
have conſidered that ind.:lgence as a ſecurity to them; that, 
with a little time and management, the whole affair might be 
buried in filence, and ut erly forgotten, | 
A Major-General of the, army is arreſted by the ſheriff 
officers for a conſid-rable debt, He perſuades them to con, 
du& him to the Tilt-yard in St. James's Park under ſome 
pretence of buſineſs which it imported him to ſettle before 
e was confined, He apolies ta a {erjeant, not immediately 
on duty, to aſſiſt with ſome of his compa'ions in favouring 
his eſcape, He attempts it. A buſtle enſues, The bailiffs 
claim their 3 An officer of the guards +, not then 
on duty, takes part in the affair, applies to the lieutenant 3, 
commanding in the Tilt-yard guard, and urges him to tur 
out his guard to relieve a General officer. The lieutenant 
_ declines interfering in perſon ; but ſtands at a diſtance, and 
ſuffers the buſineſs to be done, The officer takes upon him- 
| ſelf to order out the guard. In a moment they are in arms, 
quit the guard, march, reſcue the general, and drive away 
hs ſheriff's officers ; who in vain repreſent their right to 
the priſoner, and the nature of the arreſt, The ſoldiers firſt 
| 8 the general into the guard- room. then eſcort him to 
a place of ſafety, with bayonets fixed, and in all the forms of 
military triumph. I will not enlarge upon the various cir- 
cumſtances which attended this atrocious proceeding, The 
perſonal injury received by the officers of the law, in tho 
Execution of their duty, may perhaps be atoned for by ſome 
private compenſation, I conſider nothing but the weund 
Which has been given to the law itſelf, to which no remedy 
has been ap;-lied, no ſatisfaction made. Neither is it my de- 
ſign to dwell upon the miſconduct of the parties concerned, 
any fath: r than is neceſſary to ſhew the behaviour of the 
_ miniſtry in its true light. I would make every compaſſionate 
allowance for the infatuation of the priſoner, the falſe and 
criminal diſcretion of one officer, and the madne(s of- ano- 
ther. I would leave the ignorant ſoldiers entirely out of 
the queſtion, |hey are certainly the leaſt guilty, though 
they are the only perſ:.ns who have yet ſuffered, even in the 
appearance of puniſhment J. The fact itſelf, however atto- 


W 0 Major Genera! Ganfel, + Lieut Dodd. 1 Lieut. Garth, | 
| 1 A few of them were confined, ' : 
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tious, is not the prineipal point to be conſidered. It might 
have happened under à more regular government, and with 
guards better diſciplined than ours. The main queſtion is, 
In what manner have the miniſtry a&ed on this extraordinary 
occaſion ? A general officer calls upon the King's own guard, | 
then aRtually on duty, to reſcue him from the laws of his 
country : yet at this moment he is in a fituation no worſe, 
than if he had not committed an offerice equally enormous 
in a civil and military view. A lieutenatit- upon duty de- 
ſignedly quits his guard, and ſuffe's it to be drawn out by 
another officer, for a purpoſe which he well knew (as w 
may collett from an appearance of 'caution, which onl 
—* his behaviour the more criminal) to be in the highel 
degree illegal. Has this gentleman been called to a courts 
martial to anſwer for his conduct? No, Has it been cenlur- 
ed? No, Has it been in any ſhape enquired into? No. 
Another lieutenant, not upon duty, nor even in his iegi- 
mentals, is daring enough to order out the King's guard, 
over which he had Fe no command, and engages them 
in a violation of the laws of his country, perhaps the moſt 
ſingular and extravagant that ever was attempted. What 
puniſhment has he ſuffered ? Literally none. Suppoſing he 
ſhouid be proſecuted at common law for the reſcue, will 
that circumſtance, from which the Miniſtry can derive no 
merit, excuſe or juſtify their ſuffering ſo flagrant a breach of 
military diſcipline: to pals by unpuniſhed and unnoticed? Ard 
they aware of the outrage offered to their ſovereign, when 
his own proper guard is ordered out to ſtop, by main my 
the execution of his laws? What are we to conclude fro 
fo ſcandalous a negle& of their duty, but that they have 
other views which can only be anſwered by ſecuring the at- 
tachment of the guards? The Miniſter would hardly be ip 
cautious of offending them, if he did not mean, in | 
tine, to call for their affiſtance, 5 3 
With relpect to the parties themſelves, let it be obſerved, 
that theſe gentlemen are neither young officers, nor very 
young men. Had they belonged to the unfledged race of 
enſigns, who infeſt our ſtreets, and diſhonour our public 
places, it might perhaps be ſufficient to ſend them back to 
that . diſcipline, from which their parentz, judging lightly 
rom the maturity of their vices, had removed them toi 
don. In this caſe, I am ſorry to ſee, not ſo much the folly 
of youth, as the ſpirit of the corps, and the connivance of 
government, I do not queſtion that there are many brave. 
ind worthy officers in the regiments of guards, But cog» 


idering them as a corps, I fear, it will be found, tuat they 
re neither good ſoldiers nor good ſubjects. Far be it fro 
ne to inſinuate the moſt diſtant reflection upon the * 
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On the contrary, 'I honour and eſteem the profeſſion ; and, 
if theſe gentlemen were better ſoldiers, I am ſure they 
would be better ſubjects. It is not that there is any internal 
vice or defect in the profeſſion itſelf, as regulated. in this 
country, but that it 1s the ſpirit of this particular corps to 
deſpiſe their profeſſion; and that, while they vainly aſſume 
the lead of the army, they make it matter of impertinent 
compariſon, and triumph over the braveſt troops in the 
world (I mean our marching regiments) that they indeed 
ſtand upon higher ground and are privileged to negle& 
the laborious forms of military diſcipline and duty, With 
out dwelling longer upon a moſt invidious ſubjeR, l 
ſhall leave it to military men, who have ſeen a ſervice more 
active than the parade, to determine whether or no I ſpeak 

%ôöͥͤ⁰⁰ / ˙ o ( | 

. How far this dangerous ſpirit has been encouraged by 
vernment, and to what pernicious purpoſes it may be applied 
hereafter, well deſerves our moſt ſerious confideration, I 
know, indeed, that when this affair happened, an affeftation of 
alarm ran through the Miniſtry. Something muſt be done to 
ſave appearances, The caſe was too flagrant to be paſſed by 
h abſolutely without notice. But how have they afted r Inſtead 
of ordering the officers concerned, {and who, ſtrictly ſpeak- 
Ing, are alone guilty,) to be put under arreſt, and brought 
to trial, they would have it underſtood, that they did their 
duty completely, in confining a ſerjeant and four private 
Y ſoldiers, until they ſhould be demanded by the civil power; 
ſo that while the officers. who ordered or permitted the thing 
to be done, eſcaped without cenſure, the poor men who 
obeyed thoſe. orders, who, in a military view, are no way 
_ reſponſible for what they did, and who, for that reaſon 
have been diſcharged by the civil magiſtrates; are the only 
objects whom the miniſtry have thought proper to expoſe to 
puniſhment. They did not venture to bring even theſe men 
to a court-martial, becauſe they knew their evidence would 
be fatal to ſome perſons, whom they were determined to pro- 
tet, Otherwiſe, I doubt not, the lives of theſe unhappy, 
- friendleſs ſoldiers, would long ſince have been ſacrificed 

Without ſcruple, to the ſecurity of their guilty officers, 

I have been acculed of endeavouring to inflame the paſſions 


of the people Let me now appeal to their underſtanding, If 


there be any tool of adminiſtration daring enough to deny 
_ theſe faQts, or ſhameleſs enough to defend the conduct of the 
. miniſtry, let him come forward, I care not under what 
title he appears, He ſhall find me ready to maintain the 
truth of my nariative, and the juſtice of my obſervations 
upon it, at the hazard of my utmoſt credit with the public. 
Under the moſt arbitrary governments, the common ad- 
S N | miniſtration 
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viniſtration of juſtice is ſuffered to take its courſe, The 
y MW fubjeR, though robbed of his ſhare in the legill-ture, is ill 
protected by the laws, The political freedom of the Eng- 

fit conſtitution was once the pride and honour of an Eng- 
to MW liſhman; The civil equality of the e I the pro- 
xe perty, and defended the fatety of the ſubject. Are theſe 
nt glorious privileges the birth-right of the pcople, or are we 
ie only tenants at the will of the miniſtry But that I know 


d IM there is a ſpirit of reſiſtance in the hearts of my country» 
& men; that they value life, not by its conveniences, but b 
n- WF the independence and dignity of their condi'ion ; 1 ſhould, 
1 Ef at this moment, appeal only to their diſcretion. I ſhoulc 
re © perſuade them to baniſh from their minds all memory of 
ik WW what we were; I ſhould tell them this is not a time io te- 
member that we were Engliſhmen ; and give it as m laſt 
o- Wl 2dvice, to make ſome early agreement with the miniſter, 
ed chat, fince it has pleaſed him to rob us of thoſe political 
I nights which once diſtinguiſhed the inhabitants of a country, 
of here honour was happineſs, he would leave us at leaſt the 
to humble, obedient, ſecurity of citizens, and graciouſly con- 
by deſcend to protect us in our ſubmiſhons © 
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ng of Here variety of remarks which have been made upon 
the laſt letter of Junius, and my own opinion of the 

ay Writer, who whatever may be his faulis, is certainly nota 
»n | weak man, have induced me to examine, with ſome atten- 
ly © bon, the ſubject of that letter, I could not perſuade myſelf, 
to © that while he had plenty of important materials he would 
en have taken up a light or trifling occaſion to attack the miniſ- 
d N try; much leſs could I conceive, that it was his intention to 
o nun the officers concerned in the reſcue of General Ganlel, 
V Jer to injure the General himſelf. Theſe are little objects, aud 
ed an no way contribute to the great purpoles he ſeems to 
have in view, by addreſling himſelf to the public. With 

ns ut conſiderirg the oruamented ſtyle he has adopted, | de- 
if © termined to look farther into the maiter, before I decided 
yon the merits of his letter. The firit ſtep | took, was 10 
he enquire into the truth of the fats ; for, if theſe were either 
at falle or miſrepreſented, the moſt artful exertion of his un- 
ne derſtanding, in reaſoning upon them, would only be a diſ- 
gtace to him. Now, Sir, I have found every circumſtance 
lated by Funius to be literally true. General Ganſel per- 
luaded the. bailitfs ty conduft big to the parade, and 15 : 
05h — 4 tainly 


1 
| 
[| 
| 
: 


— 


j 
| 
i 
j 
| 
| 
1 


—ͤm— ꝑDſ——— 


tainly ſolicited a corporal, and other ſoldiers, to aſſiſt him in 
making his eſcape, Captain Dodd did certainly apply ty 
Captain Garth for the aſſiſtance of his guard. Kaplan 


Garth declined appearing himſelf, but ſtood aloof, while the 


other took upon him to order out the King's guard, and by 
main force reſcued the General. It is alſo ſtrictly true that 
the General was eſcorted by a file of muſqueteers to a place 
of ſecurity.— Theſe are fafts, Mr. Woodfal, which I pro. 
miſe you no gentleman in the guards will deny. If all or 


any of them are falſe, why are they not contradited by the 


Parties themſelves ? However fecure againſt military cenſure, 


they have yet a character to loſe; and ſurely, if they are in- 


nocent, it 1s not beneath them to pay ſome attention to the 
Opinion of the public, 


The force of Junius's obſervations upon theſe facts, can. 


not be better marked than by ſtating and refuting the objec. 


tions which have been made to them. One writer ſays, 
66 ror Gar officers have offended they are puniſhable at 


& common law; and will you have a Britiſh ſubje& puniſhed 


 & twice for the ſame offence?” 1 anſwer, that they have 


committed two offences, both very enormous, and violated 
two laws. The reſcue is one offence, the flagrant breach of 


diſcipline another; and hitherto it does not appear that they 
have been puniſhed, or even cenfured, for either, Another 
_ gentleman lays much ſtrefs upon the calamity of the caſe; 


and inſtead of diſproving facts, appeals at once to the com- 


paſſion of the public. This idea, as well as the inſinuation, 


that depriving the parties of their commiſſious would be an injury to 
their aalen rad only refer to General Ganſel. The other 


officers are in no diſtreſs ; therefore, have no claim to com- 
eee Nor does it appear, that their creditors, if they 


ave any, are more likely to be ſatisfied by their continuing 


in the guards. But this fort of plea will not hold in any 
fhape. Compaſſion to an offender who has grofsly violated 
the laws, is, in effeR, a cruelty to the peaceable ſubjett who 


Has obſerved them, and even admitting the force of any allevi- 


_ ating circumſtance it is nevertheleſs true that in this inſtance 


the royal compaſſion has interpofed too ſoon: The legal and 
proper mercy of a King of England may remit the puniſh- 


ment, but ought not to ſtop the trial, 


Befides thele particular objections, there has been ar cr) 
raiſed againſt Junius, for his malice, and injuſtice in attack- 
ing the miniſtry, upon an event which they could neither 
hinder nor foreſee, This I muſt affirm, is a falfe repreſent: 
tion of his argument. He lays no. ſtreſs upon the event it 


ſelf as a ground of accufation againft the miniſtry, but dwells 


entirely upon their ſubſequent conduct. He does not ſaj 
that they are anſwerable for the offence ; but, for the on 
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calous negleſt of their duty, in ſuffering an offence Jo fla 


grant to paſs by, without notice or enquiry, Suppoſing 
them ever ſo regardleſs of what they owe to tha public, and 
2s indifferent about the opinion, as they are about the inte- 
reſts of their country, what anſwer, as officers of the 
crown, will they give 0 Junius when he aſks them, Are they 
aware of the outrage offered to their ſovereign, when his own proper 
ard is ordered out to ſtop, by main force the execution of his 
bs And when we ſee a miniſtry giving ſuch a ſtrange 
unaccountable protection to the officers of the guards, is it 
unfair to ſuſpett, that they have ſome ſecret and unwarrant- 
able motives for their conduct ? If they feel themſelves in- 


jured by ſuch a ſuſpicion, why do they not immediately clear 


themſelves from it by doing their duty ? For the honour of 
the guards, I cannot help expreſſing another ſuſpicion, that 
if the commanding officer had not received a ſecret injune- 
tion to the contrary, he would in the ordinary courſe of his 
buſineſs, have applied for a court martial to try the two ſu- 
balterns ; the one for quitting his guard; the other for tak- - 
ing upon him the command of the guard, and employing 
it in the manner he did. I do not mean to enter into 
or defend the ſeverity with which Junius treats the 
ards, On the contrary, 1 will ſuppoſe for a moment, 
that they deſerve a very different character. If this be 
true, in what light will they conſider the conduct of the two 
ſubalterns, but as a general reproach and diſgrace to the 
whole corps? And will they not wiſh to ſee them cen- 
ſured in a military way, if it were only for the credit and 
diſcipline of the regiment, „„ N 
Upon the whole, Sir, the miniſtry ſeem to me to have 
taken a very improper advantage of the good nature of the 
public, whoſe humanity, they found, conſidered nothing in 
this affair, but the diſtreſs of General Ganſel, They would 
rſuade us, that it was only a common reſcue by a few diſ- 
orderly ſoldiers, and not the formal deliberate a& of the 
King's guard headed by an officer ; and the public has fallen 
into the deception. I think, therefore, we are obliged to 
Junius for the care he has taken to enquire into the facts, 
and for the juſt commentary with which he has given them 
to the world. For my own part, I am as unwilling as any 
man to load the unfortunate ; but really, Sir, the precedent - 
with reſpect to the guards, is of a moſt important nature, 
and alarming enough (conſidering the conſequences with 
Which it may be attended) to deſerve a parliamentary en- 
quiry; when the guards are daring enough, not only to 
violate their own diſcipline, but publickly, and with the 
molt atrocious violence, to ſtop the. execution of the laps, 
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and when ſuch extraordinary offences paſs with impunity 
believe me, Sir, the precedent ſtrikes deep, © 
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| LETTER XXII. 
TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 
„ 5 Nov. 15, 1769, bon 
Admit the claim of a gentleman who publiſhes in the M'® 
Gazeteer, under the ra ne of Modestus. He has ſome 1.) 
right to expect an anſwer from me, though, I think not ſo inſt 
much from the merit or importance of his objections, as e 
from my own voluntary engagement, I had a reaſon for not 
taking notice of him ſooner, which as he is a candid perſon ſol 
I believe he will think ſufficient, In my firſt letter, I took 
for granted from the time which had elapſed, that there was 10 
no intention to cenſure nor even to try, the perſons concern- tel 
ed in the reſcue of General Ganſel: but Modeſtus having . 
ſince either affirmed, or ſtrongly infinuated, that the offenders w] 


might ſtill be brought to a legal trial, any attempt to prejudge Ke 
the cauſe, or to prejudice the minds of a jury or a court. Ne 
martial would be highly improper, n 
Aman more hoſtile to the miniſtry than 1 am, would not 7 
fo often remind them of their duty, If the Duke of Grafton IR 
will not perform the duty of his ſtation, why is he miniſter? [ s 
will not deſcend to a ſcurrilous altercation *vith any man; but I © 
this is a ſubject too importent to be paſſed over with ſilent 4 


_ indifference, If the gentlemen whoſe conduct is in queſtion, 
ate not brought to a trial, the Duke of Grafton ſhall hear c 
from me again % 4 
The motives on which I am ſuppoſed to have taken up this I / 
cauſe, are of little importance, compared with the facts them - 
ſelves, and the obſervations | have made upon them. With- 
out a vain profeſſion of integrity, which in theſe times might 
_ Juftly be ſuſpeRed, I ſhall ſhew myſelf, in effect, a friend to 
the intereſts of my countrymen, and leave it to them to de- 
termine, whether 1 am moved by a perſonal malevolence 
to three private gentlemen, or merely by a hope of perplexing 
the miniſtry: or, whether I am animated by a juſt and ho- 
nourable purpoſe of obtaining a ſatisfattion to the laws of this 
country, equal, if poſlible to the violation they have ſuffered, 
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LETTER XXIII. 
— TO nis GRACE THE DUKE OF CRAFTON, 
My Lon d, JJJͤöͤöͥ˙“ͤ e106 
F | "HOUGH my opinion of your Grace's integrity was but 
little affected by the coyneſs with which you received 
| = Mr 
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Mr. Vanghan's propoſals, I confeſs I give you ſome credit 
for your diſcretion, You had a fair opportunity of diſplay- 
ing a certain delicacy, of which you had not been ſuſpeRed. 
and you were in the right to make uſe of it By Jaying in a 
moderate ſtock of reputation, you undoubtedly meant to pro- 
vide for the future neceſſities of your character, that, with an 
honourable reſiſtance upon record, you may ſafely indulge 
your genius, and yield to a favourite inclination with ſecu- 
rity. But you have diſcovered your purpoſes too ſoon; and 
inſtead of the modeſt reſerve of virtue, have ſhewn us the 
termagent chaſtity of a prude, who gratifies her paſhons with 
dllinction, and proſecutes one lover for a rape, while ſhe 
ſolicits the lewd embraces of another, | 5 
Your cheek turns pale; for a guilty conſcience tells you, 


you are undone.- Come forward, thou virtuous miniſter, and 


tell the world by what intereſt Mr Hine has been recom- 
mended to ſo extraordinary a mark of his Majeſty's favour ; 

what was the price of the patent he has bought, and to what 
honourable purpoſe the purchaſe-money has been applied, 
Nothing leſs than many thouſands could pay Colonel Bur- 
goyne's expences at Preſton, Do you dare to proſecute ſuch. 
a creature as Vaughan, while you are baſely ſetting up the 
Royal Patronage to auction? Do you dare to complain of an at- 
tack upon your own honour, while you are ſelling the favours 


of the Crown, to raile a fund for corrupting the morals of the 


people? And do you think it is poſſible ſuch enormities ſhould 
eſcape without impeachment ? It is, indeed, highly to your 
inteteſt to maintain the preſent Houſe of Commons. _— 
ſold the nation to you in groſs, they will undoubtedly prote 
you in the detail; for while they patronize your crimes they 
feel for their own. 3 Joe Nos. 
LETTER XXXIV. e 

TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF GRAFTON, 


I Find with ſome ſurprize that you are not ſupported as you 
a 


deſerve. Your moſt determined advocates have ſcruples 

out them, which you are unacquainted with; and, though 
there be nothing too hazardous for your Grace to engage ing 
there are ſome things too infamous for the vileſt proſtitute of 


a newſpaper to defend*, In what other manner ſhall we ac. 


count for the profound, ſubmiſſi ve ſilence, which you and 

your friends have obſerved upon a charge, which called im- 

mediately for the cleareſt refutation, and would have juſti- 
From the publication of the preceding to this date, not one word was ſaid in 


defence of the intamous Duke of Grafton. But vice and impudence ſoon recoe 
vered themſelves, and the ſale of the royal favour was openly avowed and deſend- 


G — acknowledge the piety of St, James, s but what is become of his mo- 
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fied the ſevereſt meaſures of reſentment? I did not attempt c 
blaſt your character by an indire& ambiguous in ſinuation du 
_ candidly ſtated to you a plain fact, which ſtruck directly u 
the integrity of a privy councellor, of a firſt commiſſioner of 
the trealurv, and of a leading minister, who is ſuppoſed to 
enjoy the first ſhare in his Majesty's confidence, in ev 

one of thele Capacities. l emplovea the moct moderate term: 
to charge you with treachery to your Sovereign, and breach of 
truſt in your office. | accuſed you of having fold a patent place 


in the collection of the cuſtoms at Exeter, to one Mr. Hine, 


who unable or unwill:ng to depoſit the whole purchaſe-money 
Himſelf. raiſed part ot it by contribution, and has now a cer. 
tain Hoctor Brocke quartered upon the ſalary for one hundied 
pounds a year. No ſale by the candle was ever conducted with 
greater formality—-I afhrm, that the price at which the | lace 
was knocked down, (and which l have god reaſon to think, 
was not leſs than three thouiand five hundred pounds), was, 
with your connivance and conſent, paid io Colonel Burgoyne, 
to reward him, | preſume, for the decency of his deportment 
| at Preſton ; or to re- imburſe him perhaps, for the fine of one 
_ thouſand pounds, which, for that very deportment, the court 

of King's Bench thought proper to ſet upon him.— It is not 


oſten that the chief juſtice and the prime miniſter are ſo 


ſtrangely at variance in their opinion of men and things. 

| I thank God, there is not in human nature a degree of im. 
pudence daring enough to deny the charge I have fixed upon 
you. Your courteous ſecretary$, your confidential architeR|, 


are filent as the grave, Even Mr, Rigby's countenance fails 


him, He violates his ſecond nature, and bluſhes whenever 
| He ſpeaks of you, —Perhaps the noble coionel himſelf will 
relieve you. No man is more tender of his reputation. He 
is not only nice, but perfectly fore in every thing that touches 
his honour, If any man, for example, were to accuſe him 
of taking his ſtand at a gaming table, and watching, with the 
ſobereſt attention, for a fair opportunity of engaging a drunk - 
en young nobleman at piquet, he would undoubtedly con- 
ſider it as an infamous aſperſion upon his character, and reſent 
it like a man of honour.— Acquitting him therefore of draws 
ing a regular and ſplendid ſubſiſtence from any unworthy 
practices either in his own houſe, or elſewhere, let me alk 
your Grace, for what military merits you have been pleaſed 
to reward him with military government? He had a regiment 
of dragoons, which one would imagine was at leaſt an equi- 
valent for any ſervices he ever performed, Beſides, he is but 
+ And by the ſame meanspreſerves it to this hour. | 
Tommy Bradthaw. | 


| Mr. Taylor. He and George Roſs (the Scotch agent and worthy confident 
ef Lo Mansfeld! managed the bufineſes. e 


a young 


ſ 


h 
h 
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. bf argued on the 24th of November 3769, and, by the unanimous opinion of 
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z young officer, conſidering his preferment, and except in his 

aftivity at Preſton. not very conſpicuous in his profeſſion, 
But it ſeems the ſale of a civil employment wis not Tufficient, 
and military governments which were intended for the ſup- 
ort of wora out veterans, muit be thrown into the ſcale, to 
Frey the exienſive bribery of a conteſted election. Are 
theſe the eps vou take to ſecure to vour Sovereign the at- 
tachment of his army? With hat countenance dare you 
appear in the roy preſence, branded as you are with the 
infamy of a nvtorions breach of truſt ? With what counto- 
nance can you take your feat at the treaſury- board or in 
council when you feel that every circulating whiſper is at 
your expence alone, and ſtabs you to the heart ? Have you 
a ſingle friend in pariitament ſo ſhameleſs, fo thoroughly 
abandoned, as to undertake your defence? You know, my | 
Lord, that there is not a man in either houſe, whoſe charac- 
ter, however flagitious, would not be ruined by mixing his 
reputation with yours; and does not your heart inform you, 
that you are degraded below the condition of a man, when 
you are obliged. to bear theſe inſults with ſubmiſſion and 


even to thank me for my moderation. I 
We are told by the higheſt judicial authority, that Mr. 
Vaughan's offer to purchaſe the reverſion of a patent place 
in Jamaica (which he was otherwiſe ſufficiently entitled to) 
amounts to a high miſdemeanor. Be it ſo: and if he de- 
ſerves it, let him be puniſned. But the learned judge might 
have had a fairer opportunity of diſplaying the powers of 
his eloquence. Having delivered himſelf with ſo much 
energy upon the criminal nature and dangerous conſequen- 
ces of any attempt to corrupt a man in your Grace's ſtation, 
What would he have ſaid to the miniſter himſelf, to that very 
privy counſellot, to that firſt commiſſioner of the treaſury, 
who does not wait for, but impatiently ſolicits the touch of 
corruption; who employs the meaneſt of his creatures in 
theſe honourable ſervices, and, forgeiting the genius and 
fidelity of his ſecretary, deſcends to apply to his houlc- 
builder for aſſiſtance ? EE og | 

This affair, my Lord, will do infinite credit to government, 
if, to clear your character, you ſhould think proper to bring 
it into the Houſe of Lords, or into the Court of King's 
Bench—But my Lord, you dare not do either f. JUNiIUS, 
= . 5 1 TE TTER 
| + A little before the publication of this and the preceding letter, the 
chaſte Duke of Grafton, had commenced a proſecution againſt Mr. Samuel 
Vaughan for endeavouring to corrupt his integrity by an offer of five thous 
ſand pounds for a patent place in Jamaica. A rule to ſhow cauſe why an 


information ſhould not be exhibited againſt Vaughan for certain miſdemea- 
nours, being granted by the Court of King's Bench, the matter was ſolemn- 


the 
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IETER xxxv. 
10 THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 
Six, | Dec. 19, 176g, 


g HEN the complaints of a brave and powerful people 


are obſerved to encreaſe in proportion to the wrong 
they have ſuffered 3 when inſtead of ſinking into ſubmiſſion, 
they are rouſed to reſiſtance ; the time will ſoon arrive, at 
whieh every inferior conſideration muſt yield to the ſecurity 
of the Sovereign, and to the general ſafety of the ſtate; 
There is a moment of difficulty and danger, at which flat- 
tery and faſchood can no longer deceive, and ſimplicity it. 
ſelf can no longer be miſled, Let us ſuppoſe it arrived. Let 
us ſuppoſea gracious, well-intentioned Prince made ſenſible, 
at laſt, of the great duty he owes to his people, and of his 
own diſgraceful ſituation ; that he looks round him for aſ- 
ſiſtance, and aſks for no advice but how to gratify the wiſhes 
and ſecure the happineſs of his ſubjects. In theſe circum- 
ſtances, it may be matter of curious SPECULATION to con- 
fider, if an honeſt man were permitted to approach a King, 
in what terms he would addreſs himſelf to his Sovereign, 
Let it be imagined, no matter how improbable, that the firſt 
Prejudice againſt his character is removed; that the cere- 
monious difficulties of audience are ſurmounted ; that he 


the four judges, the rule was made abſolute. The pleadings and ſpeeches 


were accurately taken in ſhort hand and published. The whole of Lord 
Mansfield's ſpeech, and particularly the following extracts from it, deſerve 
the reader's attention.“ A practice of the kind complained of here, is 


4“ certainly diſhonourable and ſcandalous— If a man, ſtanding under the 


4 relation of an officer under the king, or of a perſon in whom the King 
« puts confidence or of a miniſter, takes money for the uſe of that con- 


4% fidence the King puts in him, he baſely betrays the King—he baſely 


« betrays his truſt.—Ifthe King ſold the office, it would be acting con- 


4 trary to the truſt the conſtitution hath repoſed in him. The conſtitution 
_ « does not intend the crown ſhould ſell thoſe offices, to raiſe a revenue 


% out of them—Is it poſſible to heſitate, whether this would not be cri. 


d minal in the Duke of Grafton,—contrary to his duty as a miniſter con · 


« trary to his duty as a ſubje&t ?—His advice ſhould be free according to 
« his judjement—— It is the duty of his office; ——he hath ſworn to it.“ 
Notwithftanding all this, the chaſte Duke of Grafton certainly ſold a patent 
place to Mr. Hine for three thouſand five hundred pounds; and, for ſo do- 
ing, is now Lord Privy Seal to the chaſte George, with whoſe piety we 
are perpetually deafened. If the houſe of commons had done their duty, 
and impeached the black Duke for this moſt infamous breach af truſt, how 


| woefully muſt poor honeſt Mansfield have been puzzled ! His embarraſſ- 


ment would have afforded the moſt ridiculous ſcene that was ever exhibit- 


ed. To fave the worthy judge from this perplexity, and the no leſs worthy 


Duke from impeachment, the proſecution againſt Vaughan was immedi- 
ately dropped upon my ' diſcovery and publication of the Duke's treachery, 
The ſuffering this charge to paſs without any inguiry, fixes ſhameleſs pro- 
ſtitution upon the face of the houſe of commons, more ſtrongly than even 
the Middleſex election Yet the lcentiouſnets of the preſs is * 4 ! 

| | | eels 
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feels himſelf. animated by the pureſt and moſt henourable 
affettions to his King and Country; and that the great per- 
ſon whom he addreſſes, has ſpirit enough to bid him ſpeak 
freely, and underſtanding enough to liſten to him with at- 
tention, Unacquainted with the vain impertinence of forms 
he would deliver his ſentiments with dignity and firmneſs, 
but not without reſpect. TE Ris 

Sm, 25 75 | WT | | | g ONS — 

T is the misfortune of your life, and originally the 

cauſe of every reproach and diſtreſs which has at- 
tended... your government, that you ſhould never have 
been acquainted with the language of truth, until you. heard 
it in the complaints of your people. It is not, how- 
ever, too late to correct the error of your education. We 
are ſtill inclined to make an indulgent allowance for the per- 


nicious eſſons you received in your youth, and to form the _ 


moſt ſanguine hopes from the natural benevolence of your 
diſpoſition f. We are far from thinking you capable of a2 
direct deliberate purpoſe to invade thoſe original rights of 
your ſubjects, on which all their civil and political liberties 
depend. Had it been poſſible for us to entertain a ſuſpicion 


ſo diſhonourable to your character, we ſhould long ſince 


have adopted a ſtyle of remonitrance very diſtant from the 
humil ty of complaint, The doctrine inculcated by our 
laws. That the King can do no wrong, is admitted without 
reluftance, We ſeparate the amiable, good natured Prince 


from the folly and treachery of his ſervants, and the private 


virtues of the man from the vices of his government, Were 
it not for this juſt diſtintion, I know not whether your 
Majeſty's condition, or that of the Engliſh nation, would 
delerve moſt to be lamented, I would prepare your mind for 


t The plan of tutelage and future dominion over the Heir Apparent, laid 


many years ago at Carlton Houſe, between the Princeſs Dowager and her favou- 


rite the Earl of Bute, was as groſs and palpable as that which was concerted be- 
tween Anne of Auftria and Cardinal Mazarine, to govern Lewis the Fourteenth, 
and, in effect, to prolong his minority until the end of their lives. That Prince 
had ſtrong natural parts, and uſed frequently to bluſh for his own ignorance and 


want of education, which had been wilfully neglected by his mother and her 
minion. A little experience, however, ſoon ſhowed him how ſhamefully he 


had been treated, and for what infamous purpoſes he had been kept in iguorance. 


Our preat Edward, too, at an eaily period, had ſenſe enough to underſtand the 


nature of the connection between his abandoned mother and the deteſted Mor- 
timer; But, ſince that time, human nature, we may obſerve, is greatiy altered 
ſor the better. Dowagers may be chaſte, and minions may be honeſt. When 


it was propoſed to ſettle the preſent King's houſehold, as Prince of Wales, it is 


well known, that the Earl of Bute was forced into it, in direct contradicttion to 
the late King's inclination, That was the ſalient point, from which all the 
miſchiets and diſgraces of the preſent reign took life and motion. From that 
moment, Lord Bute never ſuffered the Priace of Wales to be an inſtant out 


bis ficht. We need not lock farther. | 2 


a favours 


but paſſion. It was not a co 


2 favourable f 
- offenſive idea o 


ption of truth, by removing every painful, 
of perſonal reproach. Your fubjefts, Sir, 
wiſh for nothing, but that as they are reafonahte and aﬀeRig. 
nate enough to feparate your perſon from your government, 
fo you in your turn, ſhould diſtinguiſh between. the, conduR 
which becomes the permanent dignity of a King, and that 
which ſerves only to promote the temporary intereſt and 


. 


miſerable ambition of a miniſter, 


You alcended the throne with a declared, and, I doubt 
not, a fincere reſolution of giving univerſal fatisfaction 
your fubje&s, You found them pleaſed with the novelty of 


a young Prince, whoſe countenance promiſed even more 


than his words ; and loyal to rigs not only from principle, 

d profeſfion of allegiance to 
the firſt 2 but a partial animated attachment to 2 
favourite Prince, the native of their country. They did 


not wait to examine your conduct, nor to be determined by 
experience; but gave you a generous credit for the future 
bleffings of your reign, and paid you in advance the deareſt 
tribute of their affettions, Such, Sir, was once the diſpo- 


fition of a people, who now ſurround your throne with re- 


| er and complaints. Do juſtice to yourſelf, Baniſh 


m your mind thofe unworthy opinions, with which ſome 
intereſted perſons have laboured to poſſeſs you. = Diſtruſt the 


men who tell you that the Engliſh are naturally light and in- 


conſtant ;—that they complain without a cauſe. ithdraw 
your confidence equally from all parties; from miniſters, fa- 
vourites, and relations: and let there be one moment in your 


fe, in which you have conſulted your own under ſtanding. 
When you affectedly renounced the name of Engliſhman, 


believe me, Sir, you were perſuaded to pay a very ill- judged 


compliment to one part of your ſubjects, at the expence of 


another. While the natives of Scotland are not in actual re- 
bellion, they are undoubtedly entitled to protection; nor do 


I mean to condemn the policy of giving ſome encouragement 


to the novelty of their affections for the Houſe of Hanover. 
I am ready to hope for every thing from their new born zeal, 


and from the future ſteadineſs of their allegiance, But hi- 
| therto, they have no claim to your favour, To honourthem 


with a determined predilection and confidence, in excluſion 
of your Engliſh ſubjects, who placed your family, and, an 
ſpite of treachery and rebellion, have ſupported it upon the 
throne, is a miſtake too groſs, even for the unſuſpetting ge- 


neroſity of youth, In this error we ſee a capital violation of 


the moſt obvious rules of policy and prudence, We trace it 
however, to an original bias in your education, and are ready 


to allow for your inexperience. 


To the ſame early influence we attribute it, that you have de- 
| | 1 5 ſcended 


— — 2 


or juxibs, æc. 113 


\ Wicended to take a ſhare, not only in the narrow views and 
\ Wintereſts of particular perſons, but in the fatal malignity of 
their paſſions. At your acceſſion to the throne, the whole ſyſ- 
tem of your government was altered, not from wiſdom or deli- 
beration, but becauſe it had been adopted by your predeceſſor. 
A little perſonal motive of pique ana reſentment was ſuffici- 
ent to remove the ableſt ſervants of the crowa ; ꝗ but it is not 
in this country, Sir, that ſuch men can be diſhonoured by the 
frowns of a king. They were diſmiſſed, but could not be 
diſgraced Wmhout entering into a minuter diſcuſſion of the 
merits of the peace, we may obſerve, in the imprudent mo | 
with which the firſt overtures from France were accepted, 
in the conduct of the negociation and terms of the treaty, the 
ſtrongeſt marks of that precipitate ſpirit of conceſſion with 
which a certain part of your lubjects have been at all times 
ready to purchaſe a peace with the natural enemies of this 
country, On your part we are ſatisfied that every thing was 
honourable and ſincere; and, if England was ſold to France, 
we doubt not that your Majeſty was equally betrayed, The 
conditions of the peace were matter of grief and ſurprize to 
your ſubje&s, but not the immediate cauſe of their preſent 
diſcontent, 5 fy *** 
Hitherto, Sir, you had been ſacrificed to the prejudices and 
paſſions of others. With what firmneſs will you bear the 
mention of your W]Üu | 5 
A man, not very honourably diſtinguiſhed in the world, 
commences a formal attack upon your favourite, conſidering 
roching but how he might beſt expoſe his perſon and princi- 
ples to deteſtation, and the national character of his country- 
| men to contempt, The natives of that country, Sir, are as 
| MW much diſtinguiſhed by a peculiar character, as by your Majeſ- 
's favour. Like another choſen people, they have been 
conducted into the land of plenty, where they find themſelves 
effectually marked, and divided from mankind, There is 
hardly a period at which the moſt irregular character may not 
de redeemed, The miſtakes of one ſex find a retreat in patri- 
otiſm, thoſe of the other in devotion, Mr. Wilkes brought 
with him into politics, the ſame liberal ſentiments by which 
his private conduct had been directed; and ſeemed to think, 
that, as there are few exceſles in which an Engliſh gentleman 
may not be permitted to indulge, the ſame latitude was allow- 
ed him in the choice of his political principles, and in the 
pirit of maintaining them, I mean to ſtate, not entirely to 
defend, his conduct. In the earneſtneſs of his zeal,. he ſuf- 
fered ſome unwariantable inſinuations to eſcape him. He 
t One of the firſt acts of the preſent reign, was, to diſmiſs Mr. Legge, bee 
cauſe he had, ſome years before, ref.ſed to yield his intereſt in Hampſhire to a 


Scotchman recommended by Lord Bute. This was the reaſon publicly aſſigned 
by his Lordſhip. | | 5 
Os I ſaid 
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ſaid more than moderate men would juſtify ; but not enough 
to entitle him to the honour of your Majeſty's perſonal re. 
ſentment, The rays of royal indignation, colle&ed upon 


him, ſerved only to illuminate, and could not conſume, 


Animated by the favour of the people on the one fide, and 


heated by proſecution on the other, his views and ſen. 
timents changed with his fituation. Hardly ſerious at firſt, 


he is now an enthuſiaſt. The coldeſt bodies-warm with op- 
Poſition, the hardeſt ſparkle in colliſion, There is a holy 
miſtaken zeal in politics as well as religion. By perſuading 
others, we convince ourſelves, The paſſions are engaged, 


and create a maternal affection in the mind, which forces us 


to love the cauſe for which we ſuffer.— Is this a contention 
worthy of a King? Are you not ſenſible how much the 
meanneſs of the cauſe gives an air of ridicule to the ſerious 
difficulties into which you have been betrayed ? The def. 


truftion of one man has been now, for many years, the ſole 


object of your government; and, if there can be any thing 


{till more diſgraceful, we have feen, for ſuch an object, the 
utmoſt influence of the executive power, and every minil- 
terial artifice, exexted without ſucceſs, Nor can you ever 
ſucceed, unleſs he ſhould be imprudent enough to forfeit 


the protection of thoſe laws to which you owe your crown, 


or unleſs your miniſters ſhould perſuade you to make it 2 
queſtion of force alone, ard try the whole ſtrength of go- 
vernment in oppoſition to the people. The leſſons he has 
received from experience, will probably guard him from ſuch 


_ exceſs of folly ; and in your Majeſty's virtues we find an 


unqueſtionable aſſurance that no illegal violence will be at. 
Po 1 5 | „ 

Far from ſuſpecting you of fo horrible a deſign, we would 
attribute the continued violation of the laws, and even this 
laſt enormous attack upon the vital principles of the con- 


ſtitution, to an ill- adviſed, unworthy, perſonal reſentment, 
From one falſe ſtep you have been betrayed into another; 


and, as the cauſe was unworthy of you, your miniſters 
were determined that the prudence of the execution ſhould 
correſpond with the wiſdom and dignity of the delign, 
They have reduced you to the neceſlity of chooling out of 
a variety of difficulties ;—to a ſituation ſo unhappy, that you 


can neither do wrong without ruin, nor right without 


affliction. Theſe worthy ſervants have undoubtedly given 
you many ſingular proofs of their abilities. Not content- 
ed with making Mr. Wilkes a man of importance, they 


have judiciouſly transferred the queſtion from the rights and 
_ Intereſts of one man, to the molt important rights and 
intereſts of the people; and forced your ſubjects, from 


wiſhing well to the cauſe of an individual, to unite with 
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and your Majeſty need not doubt that the cataſtrophe will do 
no diſhonour to the conduct of the piece. 9 5 

The circumſtances to which you are reduced, will not ad- 
mit of a compromiſe with the Engliſh nation, Undeciſive, 
qualifying meaſures will diſgrace your government ſtill more 
than open violence, and, without ſatisfying the people, 
will excite their contempt, They have too much under- 
ſtanding and ſpirit to accept of an indirect ſatisfaction for a 
direct injury. Nothing leſs than a repeal as formal as the re- 
ſolution itſelf, can heal the wound that has been given to 
the conſtitution, nor will any thing leſs be accepted, I can 
readily believe, that there is an influence ſufficient to recall 
that pernicious vote, The Houſe of Commons undoubtedly 
conſider their duty to the crown as paramount to all other ob- 
ligations, To us they are only indebted for an accidental exiſ- 
tence, and have juſtly transferred their gratitude from their 
parents to their benefattors ; from thoſe who gave them birth, to 
the miniſter, from whoſe benevolence they derive the comforts 
and pleaſures of their political life—who has taken the ten- 
796 care of their infancy, and relieves their neceſlities 
without offending their delicacy, Buty if it were poſſible 
for their integrity to be degraded to a condition ſo vile and 
abject, that, compared with it, the preſent eſtimation they 
ſtand in, is a ſtate of honour and reſpett, conſider, Sir, in 


| what manner you will afterwards proceed. Can you con- 


ceive that the people of this country will long ſubmit to be 
governed by ſo flexible a Houle of Commons? lt is not in 
the nature of human ſociety, that any form of government, 
in ſuch circumſtances, can long be preſerved. In ours the 
general contempt of the people is as fatal as their deteſtation, 
Such, I am perſuaded, would be the necellary effect of any 
baſe conceſſion wade by the preſent Houſe of Commons; 
and, as a qualifying meaſure would not be accepted, it re- 
mains for you to decide whether you will, at any hazard, 


| ſupport a ſet of men who have reduced you to this unhappy 


dilemma, or whether you will gratify the united wiſhes of 
the whole people of England, by diſſolving the parliament, 
Taking it for granted, as I do very fincerely, that you 
have perſonally no deſign againſt the conſtitution, or any 
view inconſiſtent with the good of your ſubjects, I think 
you cannot heſitate lorg upon the choice which it equally 
concerns your intereſt and your honour to adopt. — On 
one ſide, you hazard the affection of all your 'Engliſh ſub. 
jets : you relinquiſh every hope of repole to yourſelf, and 
you endanger the eitabliſhment of your family for ever. All 
this you venture for no object whatſoever, or for ſuch an 
object 2s it would be an affront to you to name, Men of 
lenſe will examine your condutt with ſulpicion; white g's : 
5 7 who 
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| Who are incapable of comprehending to what degree they an 
_ Injured, afflict you with clamours equally inſolent and un. 
meaning. Suppoſing it poſſible that no fatal ſtruggle ſhould 
enſue, you determine at once to be unhappy, without the 
hope of a compenſation either from intereſt or ambition, If 
an Engliſh King be hated or deſpiſed, he must be unhappy: 
and this perhaps is the only political truth which he ought to 
be convinced of without experiment. But, if the Engliſh 
people ſhould no longer confine their reſentment to a ſub- 
miſhve repreſentation of their wrongs ; if, following the 
glorious example of their anceſtors. they ſhould no longer 
appeal to the creature of the conſtitution, but to that high 
Being who gave them the rights of humanity. whoſe gifts it 
were ſacrilege to ſurrender, let me aſk you, Sir, upon what 
part of your ſubje&s would you rely for aſſiſtance ? | 
The people of Ireland have been uniformly plundered and 
oppreſſed, In return, they give you every day freſh marks of 
their reſentment. They defpiſe the miſerable governor you 
have ſent them *, becauſe he is the creature of Lord Bute; 
nor is it from any natural confuſion in their ideas, that they 
are ſo ready to confound the original of a King with the dif- 
- graceful repreſentation of him. | 
The diſtance of the colonies would make it impoſſible for 
them to take an active concern in your affairs, if they were 
as well affected to your government as they once pretended to 
be to your perſon. They were ready enough to diſtinguiſh 
between you and your Miniſters. They complained of an 
act of the legiſlature, but traced the origin of it no higher 
than to the ſervants of the crown: They pleaſed themſelves 
with the hope that their Sovereign, if not favourable to their 
cauſe, at leaſt was impartial, The deciſive perfonal part 
you took againſt them, has effeftually baniſhed that firſt diſ- 
tinction from their minds F, They conſider you as united 
with your ſervants againſt America; and know how to dif- 
tinguiſh the Sovereign and a venal parliament on one fide, 
from the real ſentiments of the Engliſh people on the other, 
Looking forward to independence, they might poſſibly Te- 
ceive you for their King; but, if ever you retire to Ame- 
rica, be aſſured they will give you ſuch a covenant to digeſt, 
as the Preſbytery of Scotland would have been aſhamed to 


* Viſcount Towrſhend, ſent over on the plan of being reſident Governor. 
The hiſtory of his ridiculous adminiſtration ſhall not be loſt to the public. 


+ In the King's fpeech of 8th November 1y 68, it was declared, That 


© the ſpirit ot faction had broken out atreth in ſome of the colonies, and, in one 
4 of them, proceeded to acts of violence and reſiſtance to the execution of the 
6 laws !—that Boſton was in a ſtate of diſobedience to all law and government; 
« and had proceeded to meaſures ſubverfive of the conſtitution, and aitended with 
* circumſtances that manifested a diſpoſition to threw off their dependence on 
Great Britain.“ ä 
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offer to Charles the ſecond. They left their native land in 
ſearch of freedom, and found it in a deſait. Divided as they 
are into a thouſand forms of policy and religion, there is one 
point in which they all agree: —they equally deteſt the 
pageantry of a King, and the ſupercilious hypocriſy of a 
Biſhop. . | SL i ; 
0 It 4 not then from the alienated affections of Ireland or 
h America, that you can reaſonably look for aſſi ſtance; tilt 
. leſs from the people of Enlgand, who are actually contend- 
ing for their rights, and in this great queſtion are parties 
r | againſt you. You are not however deſtitute of every ap- 
h pearance of ſupport : You have all the Jacobites, Nonjufors, 
t Roman Catholics, and Tories of this country, and all Scot. 
t land without exception. Conſidering from what family you 
are deſcended, the choice of your friends has been ſingularly 
d directed; and truly, Sir, if you had not loſt the whig inte- 
F reſt of England, 1 ſhould admire your dexterity in turning 
u the hearts of your enemies ? Is it poſſible for you to place 
any confidence in men, who, before they are faithful to you, 
muſt renounce every opinion, and betray every principle, 
both in church and ſtate which they inherit from their an- 
. celtors, and are confirmed in by their education? whole 
numbers are ſo inconſiderable, that they have long ſince been 
obliged to give up the principles and language which diſtin- 
guiſh them as a party, and. to fight under the banners of 
their enemies? Their zeal begins with hypocriſy, and muſt 
2 in treachery. At firſt they deceive; at laſt they 
etra 7. . 8 I WE | 
1 the Scotch I muſt ſuppoſe your heart and underſtand- 
ing ſo biaſſed, from your earlieſt infancy, in their favour, 
that nothing leſs than your own misfortunes can undeceive 
you. You will not accept of the. uniform experience of 
your anceſtors; and, when once a man is determined to be- 
lieve, the very abſurdity of the doctrine confirms him in his 
faith, A bigotted underſtanding can draw a proof of at- 
tachment to the Houle of Hanover from a notorious zeal for 
the houſe of Stuart, and find an earneſt of future loyalty in 
former rebellions. Appearances are, however, in their fa- 
vour ; ſo ſtrongly, indeed, that one would think t ey had 
forgotten that you are their lawful King, and had miſtaken 
you for a pretender to the Crown, Let it be admitted, 
then, that the Scotch are as ſincere in their preſent profeſ- 
ſions, as if you were, in reality, not an Engliſhman, but a 
Briton of the North. You would not be the firit Prince of 
their native country, againſt whom they have rebelled. nor 
the firſt whom they have baſely betrayed. Have you for- 
gotten, Sir, or has your favourite concealed from you that 


part of our hiſtory, when the unhappy Charles (and he os 
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had private virtues) fled from the open, avowed indignation 
of his Engliſh ſubje&s and ſurrendered himſelf at diſcretion 
to the good faith of his own countrymen ? Without looking 
for ſupport in their affections as ſubjects, he applied only to 
their honour as gentlemen, for protection. They received 
him as they would your Majeſty, with bows, and ſmiles, 
and falſchood, and kept him until they had ſettled their 
bargain with the Engliſh parliament ; then baſely ſold their na- 
tive King to the vengeance of his enemies. This Sir, was not 
the att ofa few traitors, but the deliberate treachery of a Scotch 
parliament, repreſenting the nation. A wiſe Prince might 
draw from it two leſſons, of equal utility to himſelf, On 
one ſide he might learn to dread the undiſguiſed reſentment 
of a generous people, who dare openly aſſert their rights, 
and who, in a juſt cauſe, are ready to meet their Sovereign 
in the field, On the other fide he would be taught to ap- 
prehend ſomething far more formidable; —a fawning trea- 
chery, againſt which no prudence can guard, no courage 


can defend. The inſidious ſmile upon the cheek, would 


warn him of the canker in the heart. e 
From the uſes to which one part of the army has been too 
Frequently applied, you have ſome reaſon to expect that there 
are no ſervices they would refuſe. Here, too, we trace the 
partiality of your underſtanding. You take the ſenſe of the 
army from the conduct of the guards, with the ſame juſtice 


with which you collect the ſenle of the people from the re- 


Preſentations of the miniſtry. Your marching regiments, 
Sir, will not make the guards their example, either as ſol- 
diers or ſubjetts, They feel, and reſent, as they ought to 
do, that invariable, undiſtinguiſhing favour with which the 
guards are treated + ; while thoſe gallant troops, by whom 
every hazarduus, every laborious ſervice is performed, are 
left to periſh in garriſons abroad, or pine in quarters at 
home, neglected and forgotten. If they had no ſenſe of the 
great original duty they owe their country, their reſentment 
would operate like patriotiſm, and leave your cauſe to be 
defended by thoſe to whom you have laviſhed the rewards 
and honours of their profeſſion, The Prætorian bands, ener- 


vated and debauched as they were, had {till ſtrength enough to 


awe the Roman populace ; but when the diſtant legions 
took the alarm, they marched to Rome, and gave away the 
empire. | e . 

+ The number of commiſſioned officers in the guards are to the marching re- 
giments as one to eleven ;---the number of regiments given to the guards, com- 
pared with thoſe given to the line, is about three to one, at a moderate computation, 
_ conſequently the partiality in favour of the guards is as thirty-three to one,»--90 
much for the officers--The private men have fourpence a day to ſubſiſt on, and five 
hundred laſhes if they deſert. Under this puniſhment, they trequently expire. With 
_ theſe encouragements, it is ſuppoled they may be depended upon, whenever 2 

certain perſon thinks it neceſſary to butcher his fellow ſubjects. 


- 


On 


OF JUNIUS, &c. 240 


On this ſide then, which ever way you turn your eyes 
you ſee nothing but perplexity and diſtreſs. You may de- 
termine to ſupport the very miniſtry who have reduced your 
affairs to this deplorable ſituation: you may ſhelter yourſelf 
under the forms of a parliament, and ſet your people at de- 
fance. But be aſſured, Sir, that ſuch a reſolution would be 
as imprudent as it would be odious, If it did not immedi- 
ately ſhake your eſtabliſhment, it would rob you of your 
peace of mind for ever, p 
On the other, how different is the proſpect! How eaſy, 
how ſafe and honourable is the path before you! The Eng- 
liſn nation declare they are groſsly injured by their repreſen- 
tatives, and ſolicit your Majeſty to exert your lawful prero- 
gative, and give them an opportunity of recalling a truſt, 
which, they find, has been {candalouſly abuſed. You are 
not to be told, that the power of the Houſe of Commons 1s 
not original, but delegated to them for the welfare of the peo- 
ple, from whom they received it. A queſtion of right ariſes _ 
between the conſtituent and the repreſentative body, By 
what authority ſhall it be decided? Will your Majeſty inter- 
fere in a queſtion in which you have properly no immediate 
| concern? - It would be a ſtep equally odious and unneceſ- 
> © fary. Shall the Lords be called upon to determine the rights 
and privileges of the Commons ?—They cannot do it without 
Ina flagrant breach of the conſtitution, Or, will you refer it io 
che judges ?—They have often told your anceitors, that the 
| law of parliament is above them. What party then remains, 
but to bare it to the people to determine for themſelves? 
They alone are injured; and, ſince there is yo ſuperior pow- 
er to Which the cauſe can be referred, they alone ought to 
determine. © e . 
do not mean to perplex you with a tedious argument upon 
a ſubject already ſo diſcuſſed, that infpiration could hardly 
ö throw a new light upon it. There are, however, two points 
of view in which it particularly imports your Majeſty to con- 
ſider the late proceedings of the Houſe of Commons. By de- 
priving a lubject of his birthright, they have attributed to 
their own vote an authority equal to an act of the whole le- 
giſlature; and, though perhaps not with the ſame motives, 
have ſtrictly followed the example of the long parliament, 
which firſt declared the regal office uſeleſs, and ſoon after with 
as little ceremony, diſſolved the Houſe of Lords, The ſame 
pretended power which robs an Engliſh ſubject of his birth- 
right, may rob an Englith King of his Crown, In another 
vie w, the reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, apparently 
not ſo dangerous to your Majeſty, is {till more alarming to 
your people. Not contented with diveſting one man of his 
ght, they have arbitrarily conveyed that right to 8 
. = | 1hey 


— xx — 


- = * — — — 
— — ——— —— — ä—ä— 


They have ſet. aſide a return as egal, without, Garing te 
l d of Mr 
h 


and by theſe acts, taken ſeparately or together, they have el, 
tory, it cannot eaſily eſcape you; how much it is your intereſt 
the authority of them all. When once they have departe 
from the great conſtitutional line by which all their proceed. 
moderation? Or what aſſurance will they give you, that when 
they have trampled upon their equals, they will ſubmit toa 
ſuperior? Your Majeſty may learn hereafter, how nearly the 
Some of your council, more candid than the reſt, admit the 


oppoſe their diſſolution, upon an opinion, I confeſs, not very 
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cenſure thoſe officers, who were particularly apprized o 

Wilkes's incapacity not only by the declaration of the houk, 
but expreſsly by the writ directed to them, and who, never. 
theleſs, returned him as duly elected. They have rejectel 
the majority of votes, the only criterion by which our lay 
Judge of the ſenſe of the people ; they have transferred the 
right of election from the collective to the repreſentative body; 


ſentially altered the conſti: ution of the Houſe of Commons. 
Verſed, as your Majeſty undoubtedly is, in the Engliſh hil. 


as well as your dutv, to prevent one of the three eſtates from 
encroaching upon the province of the other two, or ung 


ings ſhould be directed, who will anſwer for their future 


ſlave and tyrant are allied. 
abandoned profligacy of the preſent Houſe of Commons, but 


unwarrazitable, that their ſucceſſors would be equally at the 
diſpoſal of the treaſury, I cannot perſuade myſelf that the in 
nation will have profited ſo little by experience. But, if 

that opinion were well founded, you might then gratify our n 
wiſhes at an eaſy rate, and appeaſe the preicnt clamour againt Wa 


| your government, without offering any material injury to the W 
Favourite cauſe of corruption, 5 | | 
I You have ſtill an honourable part to act. The affections of 
your ſubje&s may ſtill be recovered, But before you ſubdue 


their hearts you muſt gain a noble victory over your own, 
Diſcard thoſe little, perſonal reſentments, which have too 
long directed your public condut, Pardon this man the re- 
mainder of his puniſhment ; and, if reſentment ſtill prevails, 
make it, what it ſhould have been long ſince, an act, not of 
mercy, but of contempt. He will ſoon fall back into his na- 
tural ſtation,—a filent ſenator, and hardly ſupporting the 
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weekly eloquence of a e The gentle breath of 


peace would leave him on the ſurface, neglected and unte- 


moved. It is only the tempeſt that lifts him from his place. 


Without cunſulting your miniſter, call together your whole 


council. Let it appear to the public, that you can determine 


and act for yourſelf, Come forward to your people. Lay 
aſide the wretched formalities of a king, and ſpeak to your 


ſubjects with the ſpirit of a man, and in the language of a gen 


tlemany 
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nan. Tell them you have been fatally deceived, The ac- 


.nowledgment will be no diſgrace, but rather an honour, to 
our underſtanding, Tell them you are determined to re- 
nove every cauſe of complaint againſt your government; that 
you will give your confidence to no man who does not poſ- 
els the confidence of your ſubjects; and leave it to them- 
elves to determine, by their conduct at a future election, whe- 
ther or no it be, in reality, the general ſenſe of the nation, 
that their rights have been arbitrarily invaded by the preſent 
Houſe of Commons, and the conſtitution betrayed. They: 
will then do juſtice to their repreſentatives and to themſelves, 
Theſe Sentiments, Sir, and the ſtyle they are conveyed in, 
may be offenſive, perhaps, becauſe they are new to you, 
Accuſtomed to the language of courtiers, you meaſure their 
affections by the vehemence of their expreſſions; and when 
they only praiſe you indirectly, you admire their ſincerity, | 
But this is not a time to trifle with your fortune, They de- 
ceive you Sir, who tell you that you have many friends 
whoſe affections are founded upon a principle of perſonal at- 
tachment. The firſt foundation of friendſhip is not the pow. 
er of conferring benefits, but the equality with which, they 
are received and may be returned. The fortune which made 
you a King, forbade you to have a friend, It is a law of na- 
ture, which cannot be violated with impunity, Themiſtaken 
Prince, who looks for friendſhip, will find a favourite, and 
in that favourite the ruin of his affair s. WY. 
The people of England are loyal to the houſe of Hanover, 
not from a vain preference of one family to another, but from 
a conviction, that the eſtabliſhment of that family was neceſ- 
fary to the ſupport of their civil and religious liberties, This, 
Sir, is a principle of allegiance equally ſolid and rational ;— 
f WF fit for Engliſhmen to adopt, and well worthy of your Majeſty's 
e WW encouragement, We cannot long be deluded by nominal diſ- 
WW tinctions, The name of Stuart, of itſelf, is only contemptible z 
o armed with the ſovereign authority, their principles are 
„formidable. The Prince who imitates their conduct, ſhould 
„ de warned by their example; and, while he plumes himſelf 
upon the ſecurity of his title to the Crown, ſhould remember, 


* W that, as it was acquired by one revolution, it may be loſt by Y 
; another, 3 et LO | JUNILUS, 


LETTER XXXVI. 
ro HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF GRAFTON, 
Mr Loxp, nt a os Sib bs $70 
F I were perſonally your enemy, I might pity and forgive 
you, You have every claim to compaſſion, that can ariſe 
rom miſery and diſtreſs, The condition you are reduced to 
e oo rr kid. - | would 
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would diſarm a private enemy of his reſentment, and leave 
no conſolation to the moſt vindictive ſpirit, but that ſuch an 
object as you are, would diſgrace the dignity of revenge. But 
in the relation you have borne to this country, you have ng 
title to indulgence; and if I had followed the dictates of my 

own opinion, I never ſhould have allowed you the reſpite of 
a moment. In your public charatter, you have I edel every 
ſubject of the empire; and though an individual is not autho. 
rized to forgive the injuries done to ſociety, he is called upon 
to aſſert his ſeparate ſhare in the public reſentment. I ſubmit. 
ted, however, to the judgment of men, more moderate, per- 
kaps more candid than myſelf. For my own part, I do not 
retend to underſtand thoſe prudent forms of decorum, thoſe 
gentle rules of diſcretion, which ſame men endeavour to unite 
with the conduct of the greateſt and moſt hazardous affairs, 
Engaged in the defence of an honourable cauſe, | would take 
a a deciſive part. ] ſhould {corn to provide for a future retreat, 
or to keep terms with a man who preſerves no meaſures with 
the public. Neither the abje& ſubmiſſion of deſerting his 
Poſt in the hour of danger, nor even the + ſacred ſhield of 
cowardice ſhould protect him. I would purſue him through 


life, and try the laſt exertion of my abilities to preſerve the 


periſhable infamy of his name, and make it immortal, 

What then, my Lord? Is this the event of all the ſacrifices 
you have made to Lord Bute's patronage, and to your own 
unfortunate ambition? Was it for this you abandoned your 
earlieſt friendſhips, —the warmeſt connections of your youth, 
and all thoſe honourable engagements, by which you once 
ſolicited, and might have acquired the eſteem of your coun- 
try? have you ſecured no recompence for ſuch a waſte of ho- 
nour ?—Urhappy man! what party will receive the common 
deſerter of all parties? Without a client to flatter, without a 
friend to conſole you, and with only one companion from 
the honeſt houſe of Bloomſbury, you mult now retire into a 
dreadful ſolitude. At the molt active period of life, you muſt 
quit the buſy ſcene, and conceal yourlelf from the world, if 
you would hope to ſave the wretched remains of a ruined re- 
putation. The vices operate like age,—bring on diſeaſe be- 
| fore its time, and in the prime of youth leave the character 

broken and exhauſted, Ge : 
Yet your condutt has been myſterious, as well as contemp- 
tible. Where is now that firmneſs, or obſtinacy, ſo long 
boaſted of by your friends, and acknowledged by your ene- 
mies? We were taught to expect that you would not leave the 
ruin of this country to be completed by other hands, but were 
determined either to gain a deciſive victory over the conſti- 
tution, or to periſh bravely, at leaſt behind the laſt dike of 
+ -——Sarco tremuere timote. Every coward pretends io be Ren 
| . ; | the 
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he prerogative, You knew the danger, and might have been 
rovided for it. You took ſufficient time to prepare for a 
neeting with your parliament, to confirm the mercenary fide- 
ity of your dependents, and to ſuggeſt to your Sovereign a 
anguage ſuited to his dignity at leaſt, if not to his benevo- 
ence and wiſdom, Yet, while the whole kingdom was agt- 
ated with anxious expectation upon one great point, you 
neanly evaded the queſtion, and, inſtead of the explicit firm- 
jeſs and deciſion of a King, gave us nothing but the milery 


e had reaſon to expect, that notice would have been taken 
of the petitions which the King had received from the Eng'iſh. 
ation. and although, I can conceive ſome perſonal motives 
for not yielding to them, I can find none, in common pru- 
dence or decency, for treating them with contempt, Be al- 
ſured, my Lord, the Engliſh people will not tamely ſubmit 
to this unworthy treatment: - they had a right to be heard; 
and their petitions, if not granted. deſerved to be conſidered. 
Whatever be the real views and doctrine of a court, the So- 
vereign ſhould be taught to preſerve ſome forms of attention 
to his ſubjects; and; if he will not redreſs their grievances, 
not to make them a topick of jeſt and mockery among lords 
and ladies of the bed-chamber. Injuries may be atoned for, 
and forgiven ; but inſults admit of no compenſation, They 
degrade the mind in its own eſteem, and force it to recover 
is level by revenge. This neglect of the petitions was how- 
evera part of your original plan of government : nor will 
any conſequences it has produced, account for your deſerting 
your Sovereign, in the midſt of that diſtreſs in which you 
and your new friends + have involved him. One would think 
ny Lord, you might have taken this ſpirited reſolution he- 
bre you had diſſolved the laſt of thole early connections, 
which once, even in your own opinion, did honour to your 
youth; — before you had obliged Lord Granby to quit a ſer- 
vice he was attached to ;—before you had diſcarded one chan- 
cellor, and killed another. To what an abject condition have 
you laboured to reduce the belt of princes, when the unhap- 
py man who yields at laſt to ſuch perſonal inſtance and ſolici- 
tauon as never can be fairly employed againſt a ſubject, feels 
himſelf degraded by his compliance, and is unable to ſurvive 
the diſgraceful honours which his gracious Sovereign had com- 
pelled nim to accept. He was a man of ſpirit, for he had a 
quick ſenſe of ſhame, and death has redeemed' his character. 
Know your Grace too well to appeal to your feelings upon 
this event; but there is another heart, not yct, I hope, quite 


a There was ſomething wonderfully pathetic in the mention of the horned 

gittle, | BD | e 

1 The Bedford party, | 
| callous 


f a ruined grazierf, and the whining piety of a Methodiſt, 
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callous to the touch of humanity, to which it ought to he 
dreadful leſſon for evert, | 6} Fo. 
Nov, my Lord, let us conſider the fituation to which yg 
have conducted, and in which you have thought it adviſcahy 
to abandon your royal maſter, Whenever the people hay 
complained, and nothing better could be ſaid in defence 9 
the meaſures of government, it has been the faſhion to anſwy 
us, though not very fairly, with an appeal to the private vin 
tues of your Sovereign. Has he not, to relieve the people, 
4 ſurrendered a conſiderable part of his revenue ?P—Has hg 
& not, made the judges independent, by fixing them in 
& their places for life ?*f My Lord, we acknowledge the 
gracious principle which gave birth to theſe conceſſions, and 
have nothing to regret but that it has never been adhered ty, 
At the end of ſeven years, we are loaded with a debt of abo 
five hundred thouſand pounds upon the civil liſt, and we 
now ſee the Chancellor of Great Britain tyrannically forced 
out of his office, not for want of abilities, not for want cf 
integrity, or of attention to his duty, but for delivering hisMcla! 
honeſt opinion in parliament, upon the greateſt conſtitutional pro 
queſtion that has ariſen ſince the revolution. We care no; Wit b 
to whole private virtues you appeal.—The theory of ſuch Ini 
government is falſehood and mockery ; the practice is op- of 
preſſion. You have laboured then (though I confels to no Wſay 
purpoſe) to rob your maſter of the only plauſible anſwer that Who 
ever was given in defence of his government,—of the opinion ¶ let 
which the people had conceived of his perſonal honour and po 
Integrity,-The Duke of Bedford was more moderate than Bu 
your Grace, He only forced his maſter to violate a ſolem me 
promiſe made to an individual], But you, my Lord, hauen 
Faccofatully extended your advice to every political, even ch 
moral engagement that could bind either the magiſtrate or the L. 
man. The condition of a King is often milerable, but 1 WW 
required your Grace's abilities to make it contemptible.— i 
You will ſay, perhaps, that the faithful ſervants, in whoſe Wr 
hands you have left him, are able to retrieve his honour, and W©1, 
to ſupport his government. You have publicly declared, W1! 
even ſince your reſignation, that you approved of their mei- f 
| ſures, and admired their conduct, particularly that of the 
Earl of Sandwich. What a pity it is, that, with all this ap- 
pearance, you ſhould think it neceſſary to ſeparate youslell 
from ſuch amiable companions! You forget, my Lord, thit 
while you are laviſh in the praiſe of men whom you deſert 
you are publicly oppoſing your condutt to your opinions, and 


1 Ihe moſt fecret particulars of this deteſtable tranſaction ſhal! in due time be 
given to the public. The people ſhall know what kind of man they have to deal 


with. 805 
Ir. Stuart M' Kenzie. 
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tepriving yourſelf of the only plauſible pretence you had for 
W-:ving your Sovereign overwhelmed with diſtreſs. I call it 
Jaufiblez for in truth, there is no reaſon whatſoever, lels 
han the frowns of your maſter, that could juſtify a man of 
irit for abandoning his polt at a moment ſo critical and im- 
ortant. It is in vain to evade the queſtion ; if you will not 
[peak out, the public have a right to judge from appearances. 
e are authorized to conclude, that you either differed from 
your colleagues, whoſe meaſures you {till affect to defend, or 
that you thought the adminiſtration of the King's affairs no 
onger tenable. You are at liberty to chooſe between the hy- 
"ocrite and the coward, Your beſt friends are in doubt which 
ay they ſhall incline, Your country unites the character, 
nd gives you credit for them both, For my own part, I ſee 
nothing inconſiſtent in your conduct. You began with be- 
trying the people, you conclude with betraying the King. 
In your treatment of particular perſons, you have preſerved 
the uniformity of your character. Even Mr. Bradſhaw de- 
clares that no man was ever ſo ill uſed as himſelf, As to the 
proviſion 4 you have made for his family, he was entitled to 


not Wit by the houſe he lives in. The ſucceſſor of one Chancellor 
h night well pretend to be the rival of another, It is the breach 
Op» Nof private friendſhip which touches Mr. Bradſhaw ; and to 
no Way the truth, when a man of his rank and abilities had taken 


ſo ative a part in your affairs, he ought not to have been 
let down at laſt with a miſerable penſion of ſifteen hundred 
pounds a year. Colonel Luttrell, Mr. Onſlow, and Governor 
Burgoyne, were equally eng- ged with you, and have rather 
more reaſon to complain than Mr. Bradſhaw, Theſe are men, 
my Lord, whoſe friendſhip you ſhould have adhered to on 
the ſame principle on which you deſerted Lord Rockingham, 
Lord Chatham, Lord Cambden, and the Duke of Portland, 
We can eaſily account for your violating your engagements 
with men of honour; but why ſhould you betray your natu- 
nal connections? Why ſeparate yourſelf from Lord Sandwich, 
Lord Gower, and Mr. Rigby, or leave the three worthy gen- 
tlemen above-mentioned to ſhift for themſelves? With all the 
faſhionable indulgence of the times, this country does not 
t A Penſion of 15001. per annum, infured upon the 4 1-half per cents (he 
was too cunning to truſt to Iriſh ſecurity) for the lives of hin:ſelt and all his ſons, 
This gentleman, who a very few years ago, was clerk to a contractor for forage, 
md afterwards exalted to a petty poſt in the war- office, thought it neceſſary, (as 
toon as he was appointed ſecretary to the Treaſury) to take that great houſe in 
Lincoln's-inn Fields, in which the Earl of Northington had 1efided while he 
was Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain. As to the penſion, Lord North 
Very ſolemnly aſſured the houſe of commons, that no penſion was ever ſo well 
leſewed as Mr. Bradſhaw's.—N B Lord Cambden and Sir ]:ff-ry Amherſt are 
dot near ſo well provided for; and Sir Edward Hawke, who ſaved the ſtate, re- 


bres with two thouſand pounds a year on the Iriſh eſtabliſhment, from which he 
in fact receives leſs than Mr, Bradſhaw's penſion, | 


abound 
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abound in characters like theirs; and you may find it a T 
difficult matter to recruit the black catalogue of your friend Nor 

The recollection of the royal patent you ſold to Mr. Hin ee: 
obliges me to ſay a word in defence of a man whom y ou be 
taken the moſt diſhonourable means to injure. I do not wifign 
fer to the ſham proſecution which you affected to carry Nor 
againſt him. On that ground, I doubt not, he is prepared Maj 


meet you with tenfold recrimination, and ſet you at defianceſWare 
The injury you have done him affe&ts his moral character. Wthir 
You knew that the offer to purchaſe the reverſion of a place ver. 


which has heretofore been ſold under a decree of the Coul has 
of Chancery, however imprudent in his ſituation, would ind. 
way tend to cover him 1 that ſort of guilt which vou wil nir 
ed to fix upon him in the eyes of the world. You labour Th: 
then, every ſpecies of falſe ſuggeſtion, and even by publiſh{don 
ing counterfeit letters, to have it underſtood, that he had ofMpul 
fered to abandon his principles, his party, and his friend the 
You conſulted your own breaſt for a character of conſummay{imr 
treachery, and gave it to the public for that of Mr. Vaughan] dit 
I think myſelf obliged to do this juſtice to an injured man Th 


becauſe I was deceived by the appearances thrown out bye Mr. 
pour Grace, and have frequently ales of his conduct with tin, 
indignation, If he really be, what I think him, honeſt the 
though miſtaken, he will be happy in recovering his repu- I rea 
tation, though at the expence of his underſtanding. Here, II Iiſt 
ſee, the matter is likely to reſt, Your Grace is afraid to carry day 
on the proſecution, Mr, Hine keeps quiet polleſſion of hi var 
Purchaſe, and Governor Burgoyne, relieved from the appre-M ſiſt 
henſion of refunding the money, ſits down, for the remain- lan 
der of his life, 1iNFAMOUS AND CONTENTED, : no 
] believe, my. Lord, I may now take my leave of you for ever. I vic 
You are no longer that reſolute miniſter, who had {ſpirit to ke 
{ſupport the molt violent meaſures; who compenſated for the MW the 
want of good and great qualities, by a brave determination th! 
{which ſome people admired and relied on) to maintain him. thi 
ſelf without them, The reputation of obſtinacy and perle- 
verance might have ſupplied the place of all the abſent vir- 
tues, You have now added the lait negative to your charac: 
ter, and meanly confeſſed that you are deſtitute of the common 
ſpirit of a man, Retire then, my Lord, and hide your bluſhes 
from the world; for with fuch a load of ſhame, even Back 
may change its colour, A mind ſuch as yours, in the ſclitary 
hours of domeſtic enjoyment, may {till find topics of conlo- 
lation. You may find it in the memory of violated friendſhip; 
in the afflictions of an accompliſhed prince, whom you have 
diſgraced and delerted ; and in the agitations of a great 
country, driven, by your counſels, to the brink of deltruc- 
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The palm of miniſterial firmneſs is now transferred to Lord 

North. He tells us ſo himſelf, with the plentitude of the 
ore rotundo®; and I am ready enough to believe, that while 
he can keep his place, he will not eaſily be perſuaded to fe- 
ſign it. Your Grace was the firm miniſter of yeſterday; Lord 
North is the firm miniſter to-day, To-morrow, perhaps his 
Majeſty in his wiſdom may give us a rival for you both. You 
nceMare too well acquainted with the temper of your late allies, to 
r. think it-poſſible that Lord North ſhould be permitted to go- 
aceMvern this country. If we may believe common fame, they 
ou have ſhown him their ſaperiority already, His majeſty is 
u indeed too gracious to inſulc his ſubjeRs, by chooſing his firlt 
ihMminiſter from among the domeſtics of the Duke of Bedford. 


nell That would have been too groſs an outrage to the three king _ 


ihMdoms. Their purpoſe, however, is equally anſwered by 


ofMpuſhing forward this unhappy figure, and forcing it to bear 


nd the odium of meaſures which they in reality direct. Without 
nuf immediately appearing to govern, they poſſeſs the power and 
an diſtribute the emoluments of government as they think proper. 
They {till adhere to the ſpirit of that calculation, which made 
by Mr, Luttrell repreſentative of Middleſex, Far from regret- 
hing your retreat, they aſſure us very gravely, that it increaſes 
eli the real ſtrength of the miniſtry, According to this way of 
pu · reaſoning, they will probably grow ſtronger, and more flou- 
„I niſhing, every hour they exiſt ; for I think there is hardly a 
ny day paſſes in which ſome one or other of his Majelty's ſer- 
his vants does not leave them to improve by the loſs of his aſ- 
re-Mfiſtance, But, alas! their countenances ſpeak a different 
in- language, When the members drop off, the main body can- 
not be inſenſible of its approaching diſſolution, Even the 
er. violence of their proceedings is a ſignal of deſpair, Like bro- 
to ken tenants, who have had warning to quit the premiſes, 
he they curſe their landlord, deſtroy the fixtures, throw ever 
on thing into contuſion, and care not what miſchief they do to 


m. the eſtate, JUNIUS, 
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5 Believe there is no man, however indifferent about the 
ry intereſts of this country, who will not readily confeſs, 


0. that the ſituation to which we are now reduced, whether it 

; has ariſen from the violence of faction, or from an arbitrary 

e item of government, juſtifies the moſt melancholy apprehei. 

bons, and calls for the exeriton of whatever wiſdom or vi- 

Co * This eloquent perſon has got as far as the diſcipline of Demoſthenes. II 
tnſtantly ſpeaks with pevbles in his mouth, to improve his articulation. 
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gour is left among us. The King's anſwer to the remon ſtrance 
of the Citv of London, and the meaſures fince adopted by the 
miniſtry amount toa plain declaration, that the principle, on 
which Mr. Luttrell was ſeated in the houſe of commons, i; 
to be ſupported in all its conſequences, and carried to its ut. 
moſt extent. The ſame ſpirit, which violated the freedom 
of election, now invades the declaration and bills of rights 
and threatens to puniſh a ſubje& for exerciſing a privileg: 
hitherto undiſputed, of petitioning the Crown. The griey. 
ances of the people are aggravated by inſults; their complaints 
not merely diſregarded, but checked by authority; and every 
one of thoſe atts, avainſt which they remonſtrated, confirmed 
by the, King's deciſive approbation. At ſuch a moment, ng 
honeſt man will remain ſilent or inactive. However diſtin. 
guiſhed by rank or property, in the rights of freedom, we are 
all equal, As we are Engliſhmen, the leaſt conſiderable 
man among us has an intereſt equal to the proudeſt nobleman 
in the laws and conſtitution of this country, and is equally cal. 
led upon to make a generous contribution in ſupport of them: 
whether it be the heart to conceive, the underſtanding to 
direct, or the hand to execute, It is a common cauſe, in 
which we are all intereſted, in which we ſhould all be en- 
gaged, The man who deſerts it at this alarming criſis, is an 
enemy to his country, and, what I think of infinitely leſs 
importance, a traitor to his ſovereign, The ſubje@, who is 
truly loyal to the chief magiſtrate, will neither adviſe nor 
| ſubmit to arbitrary meaſures, The city of London hath given 
an example, which I doubt not, will be tollowed by the whole 
kingdom, The noble ſpirit of the metropolis is the life-blood 
of the ſtate, collected at the heart; from that point it circu- 
lates with health and vigour, through every artery of the 
conſtitution, The time is come, when the body of the Eng- 
liſh people muſt aſſert their own cauſe ; conſcious of thei 
ſtrength, and animated by a ſenſe of their duty, they will not 
ſurrender their birthright to miniſters, parliaments, oi kings. 
The city of London have expreſſed their ſentiments with 
freedom and firmneſs; they have ſpoken truth boldly ; and, 
in whatever light their remonſtrance may be repreſented by 
courtiers, I defy the moſt ſubtile lawyer in this country to 
Point out a ſingle inſtance in which they have exceeded the 
truth. Even that aſſertion, which we are told is moſt offenſive 
to parliament, in the theory of the Engliſh conſtitution, 
is ſtrictly true, If any part of the repreſentative body be 
not choſen by the people, that part vitiates and corrupts the 
whole. If there be a defect in the repreſentation of the peo: 

le, that power, which alone is equal to the making of the 
aws in this country, is not complete, and the adts of parlia, 
ment under that circumſtance are not the acts of a pure oy 
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entire legiſlature. I ſpeak of the theory of our conſtitution; 
and whatever difficulties or inconveniences may attend the 
practice, I am ready to maintain, that as far as the fact de. 
viates from the principle, ſo far the practice is vicious and 
corrupt, I have not hearda queſtion raiſed upon any other 
rt of the remonſtrance. That the principle on which the 
Middleſex election was determined, is more pernicious in its 
effets, than either the levying of ſhip-money by Charles the 
Firſt, or the ſuſpending power aſſumed by his ſon, will hardly 
be diſputed by any man who underſtands or wiſhes well to 
the Engliſh conſtitution. It is not an act of open violence 
done by the King, or any direct or palpable breach of the laws 
attempted by his miniſter, that can ever endanger the liber- 
ties of this country. Againſt ſuch a king or mi ster the people 
would immediately take the alarm, — all the parties unite to 
oppoſe him. The laws may be groſsly violated in particular 
instances, without any direct attack upon the whole ſystem. 
Facts of that kind stand alone; they are attributed to neceſſity, 
not defended by principle. We can never be feally in danger, 
until the form of parliament are made uſe of to destroy the ſub- 
stance of our civil and political liberties; until the parliament 
itſelf betrays its trust, by contributing to establiſn new prin- 
ciples of government, and employing the very weapons com- 
mitted to it by the cc tive body to ſtab the conſtitution. 
As for the terms d., the remonſtrance, 1 preſume it will 
not be affirmed, by any perſon leſs poliſhed than a gentleman 
uſher, that this is a ſeaſon for compliments, Our gracious 
King indeed is abundantly civil to himſelf, Inſtead of an 
anſwer to a petition, his Majesty very graciouſly pronounces 
his own panegyrick;; and 1 confeſs, that as far as his perſonal 
behaviour, or the royal purity of his intentions, is concerned, 
the truth of thoſe declarations, which the minister has drawn 
up for his master cannot decently be diſputed. In every other 
reſpe&, I affirm, that they are abſolutely unſupported either 
in argument or fact. 1 muſt add too, that ſuppoſing the 
ſpeech were otherwiſe unexteptionable, it is not a direct an- 
{wer to the petition of thg"tuy, His Majeſty is pleaſed to 
lay, that he is always ready receive the requeſts of his ſub- 
jets: yet the ſheriffs werg, ice {ent back with an excuſe, 
and it was certainly debatgg in council, whether or no the 
magiſtrates of the city of ondꝗn ſhould be admitted to an 
audience, Whether the remonitrance be or be not injurious 
to parlament, is the very queſtion between the parliament 
and the people; and ſuch queſtion as cannot be decided by 
the aſſertion of a third party, owe ver refpectable. That the 
petitioning for a diſſoluſon of parliament is irreconcileable 
with the principles of the canſtitution, is à new doctrine. 
His Majeſty pertions has Ft been informed, that the ae 
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of Commons themſelves have, by a ſormal reſolution, admit, 
ted it to be the right of the ſubject. His Majeſty proceeds to 
aſſure us, that he has made the laws the rule of his conduct. 
— Was it in ordering or ee, his miniſters to apprehend 
Mr. Wilkes by a general warrant ? — Was it in ſuffering his 
mimſters to revive the obſolete maxim of nullum tempus, to 
rob the Duke of Portland of his property, and thereby give: 
deciſive turn to a county election? -Was it in erecting a 
chamber conſultation of ſurgeons, with authority to examine 
into and ſuperſede the legal verdi& of a jury? Or did his 
_ Majeſty conſult the laws of this country, when he permitted 
his ſecretary of ſtate to declare, that, whenever the civil 
magiſtrate is trifled with, a military force muſt be ſent for, 
without the delay of a moment, and effectually employed? or 
was it in the barbarous exattneſs with which this illegal, in- 
human d & ine was carried into execution ?—If his Majeſty 
had recolletted theſe facts, I think he would never have ſaid 
at leaſt with any reference to the meaſures of his government, 
that he had made the laws the rule of his conduct. To talk 
of preſcrving the affections, or relying on the ſupport of his 
ſubjects, while he continues to act upon theſe principles, is 
indeed paying a compliment to their loyalty, which 1 hope 
they have too much ſpirit and underſtanding to deſeryxe. 
His Majeſty, we are told, is not only punctual in the per- 
formance of his own duty, but careful not to aſſume any of 
thoſe powers which the conſtitution has placed in. other 
hands. Admitting this laſt aſſertion to be ſtrictly true, it is 
no way to the purpoſe. The city of London have not de- 
fired the king to aſſume a power placed in other hands, If 
they had, I ſhould hope to ſee the perſon, who dared to pre- 
ſent ſuch a petition, immediately impeached. They ſolicit 
their Sovereign to exert that conſtitutional authority, which 
the laws have veſted in him, for the benefit of his ſubjects. 
They call upon him to make uſe of his lawful prerogative in 
| a caſe, which our laws evidently ſuppoſed might happen, 
ſince they have provided for it by truſting the Sovereign 
with a diſcretionary power to diſſolve the parliament. This 
requeſt will, I am confident, be ſupported by remon ſtrances 
from all parts of the kingdom. His Majeſty will find, at 
laſt, that this is the ſenſe of his people; and, that it is not 
his intereſt to ſupport either miniſtry or parliament, at the 
hazard of a breach with the collective body of his ſubje&s— 
That he is the King of a free people, is indeed his greatelt 
glory. That he may long continue the King of a ſree peo- 
ple, is the ſecond wiſh that animates my heart. The firlt is, 
IAT THE PEOPLE MAY BE FREE, . JUNIUS, 
+ When his Majeſty had dane reading his ſpeech, the Lord Mayor, &c. had 
the honour of kiſſing his Majeſty's hand; after which, as they were withdray* 
ing, his Majeſty inſtantly turned round to his courtiers, and burſt out a laughing. 
Nexo fiadled, while Rome was burning. © .-  Joun Hoa 
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LETTER xxXxVIII. 
TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 


: SIR, | 8 | | April 3, 1770, 
: IN my laſt letter, I offered you my opinion of the truth and 
to { propriety of his Majeſty's anſwer to the city of London, 
2 conſidering it merely as the ſpeech of a miniſter, drawn up 
in his own defence, and delivered as uſual, by the chief ma- 
e giſtrate. I would ſeparate, as much as poſſible, the King's 
is perſonal character and behaviour from the acts of the preſent 
4 W government. 1 wiſh it to be underſtood, that his Majeſty had, 
ii in effect, no more concern in the ſubſtance of what he ſaid, 
n than Sir James Hodges had in the remonſtrance; and that as 
Sir James, in virtue of his office, was obliged: to ſpeak the 


. ſentiments of the people, his Majeſty might think himſelf 
bound, by the ſame official obligation, to give a graceful ut - 


id terance to the ſentiments of his miniſter. The cold forma- 
t, lity of a well- repeated leſſon is widely . diſlant from the ani- 
k mated expreſſion of the heart, 


This diſtinction, however, is only true with reſpect to 
the meaſure itſelf, The conſequences of it reach beyond the 
miniſter, and materially affect his Majeſty's honour. In their 
own nature, they are formidable enough to alarm a man of 
prudence, and diſgraceful enough to afflict a man of ſpirit, 
A ſubject, whole ſincere attachment to his M:jcity's perſon 
and family is founded upon rational principles will not, in 
the preſent conjuncture, be ſcrupulous of alarming, or even 
afliking his Sovereign, I know there is another ſort of loy- 


If alty. of which his Majeſty has had plenty of experience. — 
» When the loyalty of Tories, Jacobites and Scotchmen, has 
it once taken poſſeſhon of an unhappy Prince, it ſeldom leaves 
h him without accompliſhing his deſtruction, W hen the poi- 


ſon of their doctrines have tainted the natural benevolence 
of his diſpoſition, when their infidious councils have cor- 
rupted the ſtamina of his government, what antidote can re- 
ſtore him to his political health and honour, but the firm ſin- 
cerity of his Engliſh ſubjeAs? | 5 

It has not been uſual in this country, at leaſt ſince the days 
of Charles the Firſt, to ſee the Sovereign perſonally at va- 
riance, or engaged in a direct altercation with his ſubjeRs, 


0 Acts of grace and indulgence are wiſely appropriated to him, 
i and ſhouid conſtantly be performed by himſelf. He never 
} ſhould appear but in an amiable light to his ſubjefts, Even 
; in France as long as any ideas of a limited monarchy were 


thought worth preſerving, it was a maxim, that no man 
ſhould leave the royal preſence diſcontented, They have loſt or 
renounced the moderate principles of their government; and 
now, waen their parliament venture to remonſtrate, the ty- 
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rant comes forward, and anſwers abſolutely for himſelf, The 
ſpirit of their preſent conſtitution requires, that the Kin 

ſhould be feared; and the principle, I believe, is tolerably 
ſupported by the fact. But, in our political ſyſtem, the theory 
is at variance with the practice: for, the King ſhould be be. 
loved, Meaſures of greater ſeverity may, indeed, in ſome 
circumſtances, be neceſſary; but the miniſter who adviſes, 
ſhould take the execution and odium of them entirely upon 
| himſelf, He not only betrays his maſter, but violates the 
| ſpirit of the Englifh conſtitution, when he expoſes the chief 
magiſtrate to the perſonal hatred or contempt of his ſubjeQs, 


When we ſpeak of the firmneſs of government, we mean an 


uniform ſyſtem of meaſures, deliberately adopted, and reſo- 
lutely maintained by the ſervants of the Crown, not a peeviſh 
aſperity in the larguage and behaviour of the ſovereign, The 
government of a weak, irrelolute Monarch may be wiſe, mo- 


derate, and firm; that of an obſtinate, capricious Prince, on 


the contrary, may be feeble, undetermined and relaxed, The 
reputation of public meaſures depends upon the miniſter, who 
is reponſible ; not upon the King, whoſe private opinions are 
not ſuppoſed to have any weight againſt the advice of his coun- 
cil, and whoſe perſonal authority ſhould, thereſore, never be 
interpoſed in public affairs. — This, 1 believe, is true conſti- 
tutional doctrine. But for a moment, let us ſuppoſe it falſe, 


Let it be taken for granted, that an occahon may ariſe, in 


which a King of England ſhall be compelled to take upon 
Himſelf the ungrateful office of rejetting the petitions, and 
cenſuring the condutt of his ſubjects; and let the City Re- 
monſtrance be ſuppoſed to have created ſo extraordinary an 
occaſion. On this principle, which I preſume no friend of 
_ adminiſtration will diſpute, let the wildom and ſpirit of the 
miniſtry be examined, They adviſe the King to 1 his 
dignity, by a poſitive declaration of his own ſentiments. 

They ſuggeſt to him a language full of ſeverity and reproach, 
What follows? When his Majeſty had taken ſo deciſive a 
part in ſupport of his miniſtry and parliament, he had a right 
to expect from them a reciprocal demonſtration of firmneſs 
in their own cauſe, and of their zeal for his honour, He had 
| reaſon to expeR, fand ſuch I doubt not were the bluſtering 


promiſes of Lord North), that the perſons whom he had been 


adviſed to Charge with having failed in their reſpect to 
him, with having . injured parliament, and violated the 
principles of the conſtitution, ſhould not have been per- 
mitted to eſcape without ſome ſevere marks of the diſplea- 
ſure and vengeance of parliament. As the matter ſtands, the 
miniſter, after placing his Spvereign in the moſt unfavourable 
light to his ſubjects, and after attempting to fix the ridicule 
and odium of his own precipitate meaſures upon the royal 
character, leaves him a ſolitary figure upon the ſcene to . 
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happy demonſtration of ill-ſupported firmneſs and ineffeQual 
re 


entment. As a man of ſpirit, his Majeſty cannot but be 
ſenſible, that the lofty terms in which he was perſuaded to 


reprimand the City, when united with the filly concluſion 
of the buſineſs, reſemble the pomp of a mock tragedy, where 
the moſt pathetic ſentiments, and even the ſufferings of the 


hero, are calculated for deriſion. bY. 
Such have been the boaſted firmneſs and conſiſtency of a 
miniſter T, whofe appearance in the Houſe of Commons was 


thought eſſential to the King's ſerviee ;—whoſe preſence was 


to influence every diviſion, —who had a voice to perſuade, an 
eye to penetrate, a geſture to command. The reputation of 
theſe great qualities has been fatal to his friends. The little 
dignity of Mr. Ellis has been committed. The mine was 


ſunk ; combuſtibles were provided ; and Welbore Ellis, the 


Guy Faux of the fable, waited only for the ſignal of com- 
mand, All of a ſudden, the country gentlemen diſcover how 
groſsly they have been deceived :;—the miniſter's heart fails 
him; the grand plot is defeated in a moment: and poor Mr. 


Ellis and his motion taken into cuſtody. From the event of 


Friday laſt, one would imagine that ſome fatality hung over 


this gentlemen, Whether he makes or ſuppreſſes a motion, 


he is equally ſure of his diſgrace, But the complexion of 
the times will ſuffer no man to be vice-trealurer of Ireland 
with impunity - „ 

1 do not mean to expreſs the ſmalleſt anxiety for the mĩ- 
tiſter's reputation. He acts ſeparately for himſelf, and the 
moſt ſhameful inconſiſtency may perhaps be no diſgrace to 
him. But when the Sovereign, who repreſents the mejeſty 
of the ſtate, appears in perſon, his dignity ſhould be ſupport» 
ed. The occaſion ſhould be important ;—the plan well con- 
ſidered · the execution ſteady and conſiſtent. My zeal fot 
his Majeſty's real honour compels me to aſſert, that it has 
been too much the ſyſtem of the preſent reign, to introduces 


- + This graceful miniſter is oddly conſtructed. His tongue is a lir'le too big 
for his mouth, and his eyes a great deal too big for their ſockets. Every part of 


his perſon ſets natural pioportion at defiance. At this preſent writing, his head 
is ſuppoſe to be much too heavy tor his ſhoulders | 


About this time, the courtie ts talked of nothing but a bill of pains and penel- 


ties againſt the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs, or impeachment at the leaſt. Litile 


| Manuikin Ellis told the K ing, that if the buſineſs were left to his management, 
he would engage to do wonders. It was thought very odd, that a motion ot ſo 


much importance ſhould be eatruſt:4 to the moſt contemptible little piece of ma- 


Chinery in the whole kingdom. His honeſt zeat however was diſappointed. The 
minitter took fright, and, at the very inftant that little Ellis was going to open, 
ſent him an order to fit dowa. Ail their ma;nanimous thieats ended in a ridicus 


bus vote ef cenſure, and a fill more ridiculous addieſs to the King ' his 


ſhameful deſertion ſo afflicted the genercus miud of George the Third, that he 
was obliged to live upon potatocs for three weeks, to keep off a malignant fever. 


poor man! Quis talin :ando tempeict a lacrymis! | 
| him 


ifhe can, or to compenſate by future compliances, for one un- 
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him perſonally either to act for or defend his ſervants. They 
| eg e him to do what is propeily their buſineſs, and de- 
ert him in the midſt of itt. Yet this is an inconvenience to 
which he muſt be for ever expoſed, while he adheres to a 
_ miniſtry divided among themſelves, or unequal in credit and 
ability to the great taſk they have undertaken, - Inſtead of 
_ reſerving the interpoſition of the royal perſonage as the laſt 
reſource of government, their weaknefs obliges them to ap- 
ply it to every ordinary occaſion, and to render it cheap and 
common in the opinion of the people. Inſtead of ſupporting 
their maſter, they look to him for ſupport; and for the emo. 
luments of remaining one day more in office, care not how 
much his ſacred character is proſtituted and diſhonoured. 
If I thought it poſſible for this paper to reach the cloſet, 
1 would venture to appeal at once to his Majeſty's judgment, 
I would aſk him, but in the moſt reſpectful terms, As you 


© are a young man, Sir, who ought to have a life of happi- 


« neſs in proſpect ;—as you area huſband,—as you are a father, 
&« (your filial duties, I own, have been religiouſly performed) 
5 1s it bona fide for your intereſt or your honour, to ſacrifice 
your domeſtic tranquility, and to live in a perpetual diſa- 


« greement with your people, metely to preſerve ſuch a 


“ chain of beings as North, Barrington. Weymonth, Gower, 
Ellis, Onſlow, Rigby, Jerry Dawſon, and Sandwich? Their 
% very names are a ſatire upon all government: and I defy 
„ the graveſt of your chaplains to read the catalogue without 
« laughing.“ ; a; 


For my own part, Sir, I have always conſidered addreſſes 


from parliament, as a faſhionable, unmeaning formality, 


Uſurpers, ideots, and tyrants, have been ſucceſſively com- 


plimented with almoſt the ſame profeſſions of duty and affec- 
tion, But let us ſuppoſe them to mean exactly what they 
profeſs, The conſequences deſerve to be conſidered. Either 
the ſovereign is a man of high ſpirit and dangerous ambition, 
ready to take advar:tage of the treachery of me 
ready to accept of the ſurrender they make him of the public 

liberty; or he is a mild, uadeßgning prince, ho provided 


they indulge him with a little ſtate and pageantry, would of 


himſelf intend no miſchiei. On the firſt ſuppoſition it muſt 
foon be decided by the {word, whether the conſtitution ſhould 
be loſt or preſerved, On the ſecond, a prince n way quah- 
fied for the execution of a great and hazardcus e Uerprize. and 
without auy determined object in view, may nevertheleſs be 


driven into ſuch deſperate meaſures, as may lead directly to 


His ruin, or diſgrace himſelf by a ſhemeſul fluttuation between 


T After a certain perſon had ſucceeded in czjoling Mr. "#orke, he told the 
Duke of Grafton, with a witty mile, «My Lord, you may kill the next Percy 

your ſelf.·— N B. He had but chat inſtant wiped the tears aa) which over- 
same Mr, Vorhe. e 
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the extremes of violence at one moment, and timidity at ano- 
ther. The miniſter, perhaps may have reaſon to be ſatisfied 
with the ſucceſs of the preſent hour, 'and with the profits of 
his employment. He is the tenant of the day, and has, no in- 
tereſt in the inheritance: The ſovereign himſelf is bound by 
other obligations; and ought to look forward to a ſuperior, a 
ermanent intereſt, His paternal tenderneſs ſhould remind 
Nik how many hoſtages he has given to ſociety, The ties of 
nature come powerfully in aid of oaths and proteſtations. 
The father, who conſiders his own precarious ſtate of health, 
and the poſſible hazard of a long minority, will wiſh to ſee 
the family eſtate free and unincumbered f. What is the dig- 
nity of the crown, though it were really maintained ;—what 
is the honour of parliament, ſuppoſing it could exiſt without 
any foundation of integrity and juſtice ;—or what is the vain 
reputation of firmneſs, even if the ſcheme of the government 
were uniform and conſiſtent, compared with the heart-felt af- 
fections of the people, with the happineſs and ſecurity of the 
royal family, or even with the grateful acelamations of the 
populace ? Whatever style of contempt . be adopted by 
ministers or parliaments; no man ſincerely deſpiſes the voice 
of the Engliſh nation. The Houſe of Commons are only in- 
terpreters, whoſe duty it is to convey the ſenſe of the people 
faithfully to the crown, If the interpretation be falle, or 
imperfett, the conſtituent powers are called upon to deliver 
their own ſentiments. Their ſpeech is rude, but intelli- 
gible; - their geſtures fierce, but full of explanation. Per- 
lexed by ſophiſtries, their honeſt eloquence riſes into action. 
heir fir ſt appeal was to the integrity of their repreſentatives: 
—the ſecond, to the King's juſtice the laſt argument of the 
people, whenever they have recourſe to it, will carry more 
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LETTER XXXIX. 
| TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 
Or nl ©, 14 -, May 88; $770 | 
WE parliament was fitting, it would neither, have 
A been ſafe, nor perhaps ue regular to offer any, opi- 
nion to the public upon the juſtice or wiſdom of their pro- 
ceedings, To pronounce fairly upon their conduct, it wag 
neceſſary to wait until we could conſider, in one view, the 
beginning. progrefs, and concluſion of their deliberations.— 
The cauſe of the public was undertaken and lupported by 
by men, Whole abilities and united authority, to ſay nothing 
+ Evety true friend of the houſe of Brunſ-vick ſees with affliction how rapidly 
ſome of the principal branches vt the family have dropped off, | p 
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of the advantageous ground they ſtood on, might well be 


thought ſufficient to determine a popular queſtion in favour 


of the people. Neither was the Houſe of Commons ſo abſo- 
lutely engaged in defence of the miniſtry, or even of their 


own reſolutions, but that they might have paid ſome decent 


regard to the known diſpoſition of their conſtituents ; and 


without any diſhonour to their firmneſs, might have retracted 
an opinion too haſtily adopted when they {aw the alarm it 


had created, and how ſtrongly it was oppoſed by the general 
ſenſe of the nation. The miniſtry too would have conſulted 
their own immediate intereſt, in making ſome conceſhon ſa 


tisfactory to the moderate part of the people. Without touch. 


ing the fact, they might have conſented to guard againſt or 


| wp up the dangerous principle on which it was eſtabliſhed, 


n this ſtate of things, I think it was highly improbable at the 
beginning of the ſeſſion, that the complaints, of the people 


upon a matter which, in their apprehenſion at leaſt, imme- 
diately affected the life of the conſtitution, would be treated 


with as much contempt by their own repreſentatives, and by 
the houſe of lords, as they had been by the other branch of 


the legiſlature, Deſpairing of their integrity, we bad a right 


to expect ſomething from their prudence, and ſomething from 
their fears. The Duke of Grafton certainly did. not, foreſce 


tio what an extent the corruption of a parliament might be car. 


ried, He thought, perhaps, that there was {till lome portion 
of ſhame or virtue left in the majority of the houſe of Com- 
mons, or that there was a line in pyblic proſtitution beyond 
which they would ſcruple to proceed. Had the young man 


been a little more practiſed in the world, or had he ventured 
to meaſure the character of other men by his own, he would 


not have been ſo eaſily diſcouraged. 


- The prorogation of parliament naturally calls upon us to 


review their procee gings, and to conſider the condition in 


which they have left the kingdom. I do not queſtion but 
they have done what is uſually called the King's buſineſs, 


much to his Majeſty's ſatisfaction, we have only to lament, 


that, in conſequence of a ſyſtein introduced or revived in the 
preſent reign, this kind of merit ſhould be very conſiſtent with 


the _— of every duty they oe to the nation, The in- 


terval between the opening of the 1aſt, and cloſe of the former 


ſeſſion, was longer than uſual, Whatever weie the views of 
the miniſter in deferring the meeting of Parliament, ſufficient 


time was certainly given to every member of the Houle of 
Commons, to look back upon the ſteps he had taken, and the 
* conſequences they had produced. The zeal of party, the 
violence of perſonal animoſities, and the heat of contention 


had leiſure to ſubſide, From that period, u hatever reſolution 


they took was deliberate and prepenſe. In the preceding ſeſſion, 


| the 
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the final determination of the queſtion, would have ſatisfied 
the nation, or at leaſt put a ſtop to their complaints; as if the 
certainty. of an evil could diminiſh the ſenſe of it, or the nature 
of injuſtice could be altered by deciſion. But they found the 
people of England were in a temper very diſtant from ſubmiſ- 
fon; and although it was contended that the Houſe of Com- 


mors could not themſelves reverſe a reſolution, which had the 


ſorce and effect of a judicial ſentence, there were other conſtitu- 
tional ex pedients, which would have given a ſecurity againſt 


any ſimilar attempts for the future. The general propoſition, in 


which the whole country had an intereſt, might have been 


reduced to a particular fact, in which Mr. Wilkes and Mr. 


Luttrell would alone have been concerned. The Houle of 
Lords might interpoſe; — the King might diſſolve the parlia- 
nent; —or, if every other reſource failed, there ſtill lay a 


grand. conſtitutional writ of error, in behalf of the people, 


from the deciſion of one court to the wiſdom of the whole le- 
giſtature. Every one of theſe remedies has been ſucceſſively 


attempted.. The people performed their part with dignity, 


ſpirit. and perſeverance, For many months his Majeſty heard 
nothing, from his people but the language of complaint and 
reſentment ;,—unhappily. for this country, it was the daily 
tnumph of his courtiers that he heard it with an indifference 
approaching to contempt... I 

ſhe Houſe of Commons having aſſumed a power unknown 
to the conſtitution, were determined not merely to ſupport 


it in the ſingle inſtance in queſtion, but to maintain the doc- 
trine in its utmoſt extent, and to eſtabliſh the fact as a =_u . 
y's 


cedent in law, to be LN in whatever manner his Maje 
L 


ſervants ſhould hereafter think fit, Their proceedings upon 


this occaſion are a ſtrong proof that a deciſion, in the firſt in- 


ſtance. illegal and unjuſt, can only be ſupg,ted by a continua- 
tion of falſchood and injuſtice. To Mort their former 
reſolutions, they were obliged to violate ſome of the beſt 
known and eſtabliſhed rules of the houſe, In one inſtance, 
they went ſo far as to declare, in open defiance of truth and 
and common ſenſe, that it was not the rule of the houſe to 
divide a complicated queſtion at the requeſt of a member?, 
But after trampling upon the laws of the land, it was not 
wonderful that they ſhould treat the private regulations of 
their own aſſembly with _ diſregard, The ſpeaker bein 
young in office, began with pretended ignorance, and e 


with deciding for the miniſtry, We are not ſurpriſed at the 


t This extravagant reſolution appears in the votes of the houſe; but, in the 
minutes of the committees, the inſtances of reſolutions contrary to law and 


truth, or of refuſals te acknowledge law and truh when piopoſed to them, are 


| decifian 


the dependants of the miniſtry. had affected to believe, that 
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deciſion ; but he heſitated and bluſhed at his own baſenek;, 
and every man was aſtoniſhed#®, 
Ihe intereſt of the public was vigorouſly ſupported in the 
Houſe of Lords. Their right to defend the conſtitution againſt 
an encroachment cf the other eſtates, and the neceſſity of 
exerting it at this period, was urged to them with every argu. 
ment that could be ſuppoſed to influence the heart or the un. 
derſtanding. But it ſoon appeared, that they had already 
taken their part, and were determined to ſ upport the Houſe 
of Commons, not only at the expence of truth and decency 
but even by a ſurrender of their own moſt important rights, 
Inſtead of performing that duty which -the conſtitution ex. 
peed fiom them, in return for the dignity and independence 
of their ſtation, in return for the heriditary ſhare it ha 
given them in the legiſlature, the majority of them made com- 
mon cauſe with the other houſe in oppreſling the people, and 
eſtabliſhed another doctrine as falſe in elt and if poſſible 
more pernicious to the conſtitution, than that on which the 
Middleſex election was determined. By reſolving, „ that 
& they had no right to impeach a judgment of the Houſe of 
« Commons in any caſe beer where that houſe has a 
% competent juriſdiction,“ they in effect gave up that conſli- 
tutional check and reciprocal controul of one branch of the Mund 
legiſlature over the other, which is perhaps the greateſt and 
moſt important object provided for by the diviſion of the whole 
legiſlative power into three eſtates; and now, let the judicial 
deciſions of the Houſe of Commons be ever ſo extravagant, let 
their{declarations of the Jaw be ever ſo flagrantly falſe, arbitrary, 
and oppreſſive to the ſubject, the Houſe of Lords have impoſed 
a flaviſh ſilence upon themſelves; - they cannot interpoſe,— 
they cannot protect the ſubje&,—they cannot defend the 
Jaws of their country. A conceſſion ſo extraordinary in itſelf, 
ſo contradi&ory to the principles of their own inſtitution, can- 
not but alarm the moſt unſuſpecting mind. We may well con- 
_ clude that the lords would hardly have yielded ſo much to the 
other houſe, without the certainty of « compenſation, which 
can only be made to them at the expence of the people. The 
JVVVVVVVVVVT . | arbitrary 
When the King firſt made it a meaſure of his government to deſtioy Mr. 
Wilkes, and when for this purpoſe it was neceſſery to run down privilege, Sir 
Fletcher Norton with his uſual proſtituted effrontery, aſfured the Houſe of Com- 
mons, that he ſhould regard one of their votes no more than a reſolution of ſo 
many drunken porters. This is the very lawyer, whom Bea Johnſon deſeribes 
in the following lines: 3 
« Gives forked council: takes provoking gold, 
On either hand, and puts it up 
So wiſe, ſo grave, of fo perplex'd a tongue, 
« And loud withal, that would not wag, nor ſcarce 
Lie ſtill, without a fee.“ | 2 55 6 Jt 
: + The man who reſiſts and overcomes this iniquitous power, aſſumed by the 


leds, muſt be ſupported by the whole people. We have the laws on our wy 


%'" oor WO S. 


i. 


OF JUNIUS, &c. 141 
itrary power they have aſſumed of impoſing fines and com- 
ting during pleaſure, will now be exerciſed in its full ex- 
nt. Ihe Houle of Commons are too much in their debt to 
ueſtion or interrupt their proceedings. The Crown too, 
e may be well aſſured, will loſe nothing in this new diſtri- 
nion of power. After declaring, that to petition for a diſ- 
olution of parliament is irreconcileable with the principles 
the conſtitution, his Majeſty has reaſon to expect that ſome 
xtraordinary compliment will be returned to the Royal pre- 
ogative. The three branches of the legiflature ſeem to treat 
heir ſeparate rights and intereſts as the Roman Triumvirs did 
heir friends. They reciprocally ſacrifice the animoſities of 
ich other, and eſtabliſh a deteſtable union among themſelves 
pon the ruin of the laws and liberty of the commonwealth, 
Through the whole proceedings of the Houſe of Commons 
n this ſeſſion, their is an apparent, a palpable conſciouſneſs 
pf guilt, which has prevented their daring to aſſert their own 


thing that can be conceived mortifying to individuals, or of- 
ſenſive to the houſe. They voted his information frivolous ; 
but they were awed by his firmneſs and integrity, and ſunk. 
under it F, The terms in which the ſale of a patent to Mr. 


Hine were communicated to the public, naturally called for a 


parliamentary enquiry. The integrity of the Houle of Com- 
mons was directly impeached ; but they had not courage to 
move in their own vindication, becauſe the inquiry would 
have been fatal to Colonel Burgoyne and the Duke of Grat- 
ton, When Sir George Savilie branded them with the name 


of traitors to their conſtituents, when the Lord Mayor, the 


Sheriffs, and Mr, Trecothick expreſly avowed and maintained 
every part of the city remonſtrance; why did they tameiy 
lubmit to be inſulted? Why did they not immediately 


expel thoſe refrattory members? Conſcious of the motives on 


which they had ated, they prudently preferred infamv to 


danger, and were better prepared to meet the contempt, than 
to ruuſe the indignation of the whole people. Had they «ä 


pelled thofe five members, the conlequences of the new doc- 
inne of incapacitat ion would have come immediately home to 


every wan. The truth of it would then have been fairly 


tied, without any reference to Mr. Wilkes's private charac- 


te, or the dignity of the bouſe, or the obſtinacy of one par- 
tcular county, Theſe topicks, I know, have had their 


and want nothing but an intrepid leader. When ſuch a man ſtauds, forth, ler 
the nat on look to it. It is not his cauſe, but our own. | 


t The examiaation of this firm, ho:elt man, is printed for Almon, The 


reader will h14ita moit curious and moit intereſting tract. Dastar Muſgrove, 
wah no other ſupport but truth aud his owa fi macs, reſided and overcame the 
hole Houle of Commons. 5 | 1 „ | 
1 7 . | weight 


dignity, where it has been immediately and groſly attacked. 
n the courſe of Doctor Muſgrave's examination, he ſaid every | 
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weigbt with men, who affecting a character of moderatin 


in reality conſult nothing but their own immediate eale; 
who are weak enough to acquieſce under a flagrant vid 
tion of the laws, when it does not directly touch themſelyy 
and care not what injuſtice is praftiſed upon a man, why 
| moral character they piouſly think themſelves obliged to co 
L | demn; In any other circumſtances, the Houſe of Comma; 
| mult have forfeited all credit and dignity, if, after ſuch gr, 
provocation, they had permitted thoſe five gentlemen: to 
any longer among them. We ſhould then have ſeen and { 
the operation of a precedent, which is repreſented to be pe 
4 fectly barren and harmleſs. But there is a ſet of men in th 
4 country, whoſe under ſtandings meaſure the violation of la 
| by the magnitude of the inſtance, not by the 1mportant con 
ſequences which flow directly from che principle; and the 
miniſter, I preſume, did not think it ſafe to quicken their a 
333 too ſoon, Had Mr. Hampden reaſoned and ade 
ike the moderate men of theſe days, inſtead of hazarding hi 
whole fortune in a law-ſuit with the crown, he would haut 
quietly paid the twenty ſhillings demanded of him; ch 
Stuart family would probably have continued upon the throne; 
and at this moment the impoſition of ſhip- money would ha-; 
been an acknowledged prerogative of the crown, 
What then has been the buſineſs of the ſeſſion, after vol. 
ing the ſupplies, and confirming the determination of the 
middleſex election? The extraordinary prorogation of the 
 Iiifh Parliament, and the juſt diſcontents of that kingdom, 
have been paſſed by without notice, Neither the gener 
ſituation of our colonies, nor that particular diſtreſs which 
forced the inhabitants of Boſton to take up arms 1n their de- 
ſence, have been thought worthy of a moment's conſideration, 
In the repeal of thoſe acts which were molt offenſive to Ame- 
rica, the parliament have done every thing but remove the 
offence. They have relinquiſhed the revenue, but judicioully 
taken care to preſerve the contention, It 1s not pretended 
that the continuation of the tea-duty is to produce any direct 
benefit whatſoever to the mother- country. What is it then, 
but an odious unprofitable exertion of a ſpeculative right, and 
fixing a badge of ſlavery upon the Americans, without ſervice 
to their maſters? But it has pleaſed God to give us a miniſtry 
and a parliament, who are neither to be perſuaded by argu- 
ment, nor in ſtructed by experience. | | 
Lord North, I preſume, will not claim an extraordinary 
merit from any thing he has done this year in the improve- e 
ment or application of the revenue, A great operation, di- 
rected to an important object, though it ſhould fail of ſuccels, 
matrks the genius, and clevates the character of a miniſter. A 
poor contratted under ſtanding deals in little ſchemes, which 
| diſh on0uT 


onour him if they fail, and do him no credit when they 
:cced,. Lord North had fortutrately the means in his poſſeſ- 


is firſt enterprize in finance, is not half fo diſgraceful to his 
atation as à miniſter, as the enterprize itſelf is inj irious to 
te public. Inſtead of ſtriking one decifive blow, which 


oned to the price of the four per cents fix weeks ago, he has 
mpered with a pitiful portion of a commodity, which ought 
yer to have been touched but in groſs ; — he has given notice 
) the holders of that ſtock, of a deſign formed by government 
prevail upon them to ſarrender it by degrees, conſequently 


he plan of reducing the four per cents mult either be dropped 
tirely, or continued with an increafing diſadvantage to the 
ublic, The miniſtry's ſagacity has ſerved to raiſe the value 


er cents which it is his purpoſe to ſell. In effect he has con- 
rived to make it the intercit of the proprietor of four per cents 
o ſell out, and buy three per cents in the market, rather than 
bſcribs his ſtock upon any terms that can poſſibly be offered 
government. | 55 | hg | 
lhe ſtate of the nation leads us naturally to confider the 


ol uation of the king, The prorogation of parliament has the 
" fett of a temporary diſſolution. The odium of meaſures 
the 


doptea by the collective body fits lightly upon the ſeparate 
nembers who compole it. They retire into ſummer quarters, 


ral Wd reſt from the diſgraceful labours of the campaign. But as 
cr the Sovereign, it is not fo with him. He has a permanent 
de · Nriſtence in this country: he cannot withdraw himſelf from 
Mn, 


he complaints, the diſcontents, the reproaches of his ſubjeas. 
hey purſue him to his retirement, and invade his domeſtic 
appineſs, when no addreſs can be obtained from an obſequi- 
bus parliament to encourage or conſole him, In other times, 


ao de, entirely the ſame. A new ſyſtem has not only been 
n, adopted in fact, but profeſſed upon principle. Miniſters are 
id ro longer the public ſervants of the Rate, but the private do- 
ce Wneſtics of the Sovereign. + One particular clals of men are 
* 


u- Wo! the people were the king's enemies; or as if his Majeſty 

looked for a reſource or conſolation in the attachment of a 
Je favourites, againſt the general contempt and deteſtation 
„ef his ſubjects. Edward and Richard the ſecond, made the 


“ An ignorant, mercenary, and ſervile crew; unanimous in evil, diligent 


„is niſchief, variable in principles, conſtant to flattery, talkers for liberty, but 


\ WF loves to power ? —ſtyling themſelves the court party, and the prince's on! 
a [frends,”? DavenaAnT. | „ ; l F 


ſame 
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on of reducing all the four per cents at once, The failure of | 


ould have cleared the market at once, upon terms propor- 
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x warned them to hold up and enhance the price: ſo that 


the thing he means to purchaſe, and fink that of the three 


he intereſt of the king and people of England was, as it ought 


permitted to call themſelves the king's friends, as if the body 
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ſame diſtinction between the collective body of the pecyl, 
and a contemptible party who ſurrounded the throne, The 
event of their miſtaken conduct might have been a warning u 

their ſucceſſors, Yet the errors of thoſe princes were ng 
without excuſe, They had as many falſe friends as our pre, 
ſent gracious Sovereign, and infinitely greater temptation 
to ſeduce them. They were neither ſober, religious, nor de. 
mure, Intoxicated with pleaſure, they waſted their inher, ] 
tance in purſuit of it. Their lives were like a rapid torren, 
brilliant in proſpect, though uſeleſs or dangerous in in 
courſe. In the dull, unanimated exiſtence of other princes 
we ſee nothing but a ſickly ſtagnant water, which taints the 
atmoſphere without fertilizing the ſoil, The morality of ; 
king, is not to be meaſured by vulgar. rules. His fituation i 
fingular, There are faults which do him honour, and virtue; 
that diſgrace him. A faultleſs, inſipid equality in his charac. 


vie 


ſecures his ſubmiſſion to thoſe perſons whom he has been ac 
cuſtomed to 1eſpe&t, and makes him a dangerous inſtrument 
of their ambition, Secluded from the world, attached fron 
| His infancy to one ſet of perſons, and one ſet of ideas, he can 
neither open his heart to new connections, nor his mit d to 
better information, A character of this ſort is the ſoil fittel 
'to produce that obſtinate bigotry in politics and religion, 
which begins with a meritorious ſacrihce of the underſtand 
16. and finally conducts the monarch and the martyr to ths 
. 1 3 
At any other period, I doubt not, the ſcandalous diſorder 
' which have been introduced into the government of all the 
dependencies in the empire, would have rouzed the attention 


of the public. The odious abuſe and proſtitution of the pu bir 
rogative at home, — the unconſtitutional employment of t of 
military, —the arbitrary fines and commitments by the Hould die 
of Lords, and court of King's-Bench the mercy of a chaſe 
and pious prince, extended cheerfully to a wilful murderei pa 
becauſe that murderer is the brother of a common proſtitute, Ci 
would I think at any other time, have excited univerſal in tel 
dignation. But the daring attack upon the conſtitution, in th 


the Middleſex election, makes us callous and indifferent ton 
ferior grievances, No man regards an eruption upon tht 


' ſurface, when the noble parts are invaded, and he feels a mo Pe 
tification approaching to his heart. The free electiom of ou m. 
Tepreſentatives in parliament comprehends, becauſe ittis the “ 
ſource and ſecurity of every right and privilege of the Englilk to 
nation, The miniſtry have realiſed the compendious ideas0 th 


Caligula, They know that the libeſty, the laws and proper! 


6; 


2 
+ Miſs Kennedy. 
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of an Engliſhman, have in truth but one neck, and that, to 
ei violate the freedom of election, ſtrikes deeply at them all. 
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, TR DL ee 10 LORD NORTH, 55 | 
r Aug. 22, 177. 
1 R. Luttrell's ſervices were the chief ſupport and orna- 
th ment of the Duke of Grafton's adminiſtration. The 


es MW honour of rewarding them was reſerved for your lordſhip, 


tf The Duke it ſeems, had contracted an obligation he was 
cM aſhamed to acknowledge, and unable to acquit, You, my 


rü Lord, had no ſcruples. You accepted the ſucceſſion with all 
bel is incumberances, and have paid Mr, Luttrell his legacy, at 


cM the hazard of ruining the eſtate, F 
u When this accompliſhed youth declared himſelf the champ- 
2M ion of government, the world was buly in enquiring what ho- 
en nours or emoluments could be a ſufhcient recompenſe to a 
on young man of his rank and fortune, for ſubmitting to mark 
cal his entrance into life with the univerlal contempt and deteſt- 
tion of his country, His noble father had not been ſo pre- 


tell cipitate—To vacate his ſeat in parliament,—to intrude upon 
on. a county in which he had no intereſt or conneftion,—to pol- 
nd s himſelf of another man's right, and to maintain it in de- 
tue fiance of public ſhame as well as juſtice, beſpoke a degree of 


zeal, or of depravity, which all the favour of a pious Prince 


gen could hardly requite. I proteſt, my Loid, there is in this 


te young man's conduct, a {train of proſtitution, which, for its 
ion fingularity, I cannot but admire, He has diſcovered a new 
pre line in the human charatter ;—he has degraded even the name 


t of Luttrell, and gratified his father's molt ſunguine expecta- 


zu tions. 


all The Duke of Grafton with every poſſible diſpoſition to 


rel patroniſe this kind of merit, was contented with pronouncing 


te. Colonel Luttrell's panegyric. The gallant ſpirit, the difin- 


in. tereſted zeal of the young adventurer, were ethoed through 
„in the Houſe of Lords. His grace repeatedly pledged himſelf to 


in the houſe, as an evidence of the purity of his friend Mr, Lut- 


be tre!l's intentions, that he had engaged without any proſpett of 


mortally offend him. The noble Duke could hardly be ia 
earneſt ; but he had lately quitted his employment, and began 
to think it neceſſary to take ſome care of his reputation. At 


and tell this inſulted . Who adviſed the king to ap- 


+ He now zays that his g 
hare it. 5 


* 


point 


perſonal benefit, and that the idca of compenſation would. 


that very moment the Iriſh negociation was probably begun. 
Come forward thou worthy repreſentative of Lord Bute, 


at object is the rank of colonel, and that he will 


—— 
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ence or ſubmiſſion. You ſhall not have time to new- model 


Adjutant - general, and in effect takes the command of the army in Ireland. 


8 TITTY 


. Mr, Luttrell ApjuTa xir-GrnznA, to the army in I's 
and? By what management was Colonel Cunnighame preyai 


ed on to reſign his employment, and the obſequious Giſborne 
to accept of a penſion for the government of Kinſale P + Wy 


it an original ſtipulation with the Princeſs of Wales, or does he 
owe his preferment to your Lordſhip's partiality, or to the 
Duke of Bedford's friendſhip? My Lord. though it may no 
be poſſible to trace this meaſure to its ſource we can folloy 
the ſtream, and warn the country of its approaching deftrue. 
tion, The Engliſh nation muſt be rouſed, and put upon iy 
guard. Mr. Luttrell has already ſhown us how far he may be 
truſted, whenever an open attack is to be made upon the li 
berties of this country, I do not doubt that there is a deli 
berate plan formed. Your lordſhip beft knows by whom: 


the corruption of the legiſlative body on this fide—a military 


force on the other —and then farewell to England |! It is impol. 
kible that any miniſter ſhall dare to adviſe the King to place 
fuch a man as Lutirell in the confidential poſt of Adjutant. 
General, if there were not {ome ſecret purpole in view, which 
only ſuch a man as Luttrell is fit to promote, The inſult of. 
fered to the army N is as groſs as the outrage intendel 


to the people of England, What! Lieutenant Colonel Luttrel 


Ad jutant-general of an army of ſixteen thouſand men! Ont 


would think his Majeſty's campaigns at Blackheath and Wim- 
bledon might have taught him better. 1 cannot help wiſhing 


General Harvey joy of a colleague, who does ſo much honout 
to the employment, But, my Lord, this meaſure is too darinj 
to pals unnoticed, too dangerous to be received with indiffer- 


the Iriſh army, They will not ſubmit to be garbled b 
Colonel Luttrell. As a miſchief to the Engliſh conſtitution, 


( for he is not worth the name of enemy), they already deteſt 
him. As a boy, impudently thruſt over their heads, they 
will receive him with indigaation and contempt. As for 
you, my Lord, who perhaps are no more than the blind un- 

happy inſtrument of Lord Bute and her Royal Highneſs the 


Princeſs of Wales, be aſſured, that you ſhall be called upon 


to anſwer for the advice which has been given, and either 


diſcover your accomplices, or fall a ſacrifice to their ſecurity, 
2g  JUNIUS, 


4 This infamous tranſaction ought to be explained to the public.. Colond 
Giſborne was quarter-maſter-ge neral in Ireland. Lord Townthend pe1ſua 
to refign to a Scotch officer, one Fraſer, and gives him the government of Kintal, 
Colonel Cunninghame was Adjutant-general in Ireland. Lord Townlheii 
offers him a penſion to induce him to reſign to Luttrefk, Cunninghame tua 
the offer with contempt. What's to be done? Poor Gifborne mult move ond 


more. He accepts of a penſion of 500l. a year, until a government of great! 


value ſhall become vacant. Colonel Cunninghame is made Governor of Kinſaf 
and Lutirell at last, from whom the whole machinery is put in motion, become“ 


LET- 


or JUNIUS, &c. 


q LETTER XLI. 
to THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD MANSFIELD, 


he | Hrs appearance of this letter will attract the curioſity of 
the public, and command even your lordſhip's attention, 


of 1 am conſiderably in your debt, and ſhall endeavour, once 


ow for all, to balance the account. Accept of this addreſs, my 
ic. Lord, as a prologue to more important ſcenes, in which you 
iu will probably be called upon to act or ſuffer. _ 


bl You will not queſtion my veracity, when I aſſure you, 


l. chat it has not been owing to any particular reſpect for your 
el. perſon that I have abſtained from you ſo long. Beſides the 
mi diſtreſs and danger with which the preſs is threatened, when 
an your lordſhip is party, and the party is to be judge, I confeſs 


oli have been deterred by the difficulty of the taſk, Our lan- 


ace guage has no term of reproach, the mind has no idea of deteſt - 


m. ation, which has not already been happily applied to you, 
ich and exhauſted. Ample juſtice has been done by abler pens 


of. than mine to the ſeparate merits of your life and character. 


del Let it be my humble office to collect the ſcattered ſweets, 


rel till their united virtue tortures the ſenſe, 

ell Permit me to begin with paying a juſt tribute to Scotch ſin- 
im. cerity wherever I find it. I own, I am not apt to confide 
in the profeſſions of gentlemen of that country; and when 


againſt miſchief, With this. general opinion of an ancient 
nation, I always thought it much to your lordſhip's honour, 
that, in your earlier days, you were but little infected with the 
prudence of your country, You had ſome original attach- 
ments, which you took every proper opportunity to acknow- 


diſcretion, Your zeal in the caule of an unhappy prince, 


lemnities of religion f. This I conceive, is the moſt amiable 
point of view in which your character has appeared, Like 


have been expected from your birth, education, country, and 
connections. There was ſomething generous in your attach- 


of a good man, and do not begin to deteſt him until he aſfects 
to renounce his principles. Why did you not adhere to that 
loyalty you once profeſſed? Why did you not follow the ex- 
+ This man was always a rank Jacobite, Lord Ravenſworth produced the 


molt ſatis factory evidence of his having frequently drank the pretender's health 
Jon his knees. 55 | | 
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My Los, | 1 | Nov. 14, 1770 


they ſmile, I feel an involuntarily emotion to guard myſelf 


ledge. The liberal ſpirit of youth prevailed over your native 


was expreſſed by the ſincerity oft wine, and ſome of the ſo- 
an honeſt man, you took that part in politics which might 


ment to the baniſhed houſe of Stuart. We lament the miſtakes 
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ample of your worthy brother f ? With him you might have 
ſhared in the honour of the pretender's confidence—with him 
you might have preſerved the integrity of your character; 
and England, I think might have ſpared you without regret, 
Your friends will ſay, perhaps, that although you deſerted 
the fortune of your liege lord, you have adhered firmly to the 
principles which drove his father from the throne ? —that, 
without openly ſupporting the perſon, you have done eſſen. 
tial ſervice to the cauſe, and confoled yourſelf for the loſs of 
a favourite family, by reviving and eftabhſhing the maxims 
of their government. This is the way in which a Scotchman' 
_ underſtanding corrects the errors of his heart. My Loid, ! 
acknowledge the truth of the defence,and can trace it through 
all your conduct. I ſee through your whole life one uniform 
plan to enlarge the power of the crown, at the expence of 
the liberty of the ſubject. To this object your thoughts, 
words, and actions, have been conſtantly directed. In con- 
tempt or ignorance of the common law of England, „ou 
have made it your ſtudy to introduce into the court where 
you preſide, maxims of juriſprudence unknown to Engliſh- 
men. The Roman code, the law of nations, and the opinion 
of foreign civilians, are your perpetual theme ;—but whoever 
Heard you mention Magna Charta, or the Bill of Rights, witk 

approbation or reſpe& ? By ſuch treacherous arts, the noble 
 Hmphicity and free ſpirit of our Saxon laws were firſt cor: 
rupted. The Norman conquelt was not compleat, until Nor. 
man lawyers had introduced their laws, and reduced flavery 
to a ſyſtem, This one leading principle diretts your inter. 
pretation of the laws, and accounts for your treatment of 
Juries. It is not in political queſtions only, (for there the 
courtier might be forgiven), but let the caſe be what it may, 
your underſtanding is equally on the rack, either to contract 
the power of the jury, or to miſlead their judgment. For the 
truth of this aſſertion, I appeal to the dottrine you delivered 
in Lord Groſvenor's cauſe. An action for criminal conver: 
ſation being brought by a peer againſt a Prince of the blood, 
you Were daring enough to tel! the jury, that, in fixing the 
damages, they were to pay no regard to the quality or fortune 
of the parties; — that it was a trial between A and B,—thit 
they were to conſider the offence in a moral light only, and 
give no greater, damages to a pcer of the realm than to the 
meaneſt mechanic, I ſhall not attempt to refute a dottrine 
which, if it was meant for law, carries falſehood and ablur- 
dity upon the face of it; but if it was meant for a declaration 
of your political creed, 1s clear and conſiſtent. Under an 
arbitrary government, all ranks and diſtinctions are con found- 


t Confidential Secretary to the late pretender. This circumſtance confirmed 
the friendihip between the brothers. | 


ed. 
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ed. The honour of a nobleman is no more conſidered than 
me reputation of a peaſant; for, with different liveries, they 
are equally ſlaves. Ft 3 | 

Even in matters of private property, we ſee the ſame bias 
and inclination to depart from the deciſions of your prede- 
ceſſors, which you certainly ought to receive as evidence of 
the common law, Inſtead of thoſe certain poſitive rules by 
which the judgment of a court of law ſhould invariably be de- 
termined, you have fondly introduced your own unſettled 
notions of equity and ſubſtantial juſtice, Deciſions given 
upon ſuch principles do not alarm the public ſo much as they 
ought, becauſe the conſequence and tendency of each parti- 
cular inſtance is not obſerved or regarded. In the mean time, 
the practice gains ground; the court of King's Bench becomes 
a court of equity; and the judge, inſtead of conſulting ſtriftly 
the law of the land, refers only to the wiſdom of the court, 
and to the purity of his own conſcience, The name of Mr, 
Juſtice Yates will naturally revive in your mind ſome of thoſe 
emotions of fear and deteſtation with which you always be- 
held him. That great lawyer, that honeſt man, ſaw your 


whole conduct in the light that I do. After vears of inef- 


fectual reſiſtance to the pernicious principles introduced by 
your lordſhip, and uniformly ſupported by your humble friends 
upon the bench, he determined to quit a court whoſe pro- 
ceedings and deciſions he could neither aſſent to with honour 
nor oppoſe with ſucceſs. „„ 1 

The injuſtice done to an individual is ſometimes of ſer- 
vice to the public. Facts are apt to alarm us more than the 
moſt dangerous principles. The ſufferings and firmnels of a 
Printer have rouſed the public attention. You knew and 
felt that your conduct would not bear a parliamentary in- 
quiry; and you hoped to eſcape it by the meaneſt, the baſeſt. 
lacrifice of dignity and conſiſtency, that ever was made by a 
great magiſtrate, Where was your firmneſs ? where was that 
vinaittive ſpirit, of which we have ſeen {o many examples, 
when a man, ſo inconſiderable as Bingley, could force you to 
confeſs, in the face of this country, that for two vears toge- 
ther, you had illegally deprived an Engliſh ſubje& of his li- 
berty, and that he had triumphed over you at laſt? Vet 1 
own, my Lord, that your's is not an uncommon character. 
Women, and men like women, are timid, vindictive, and 
Irreſolute, Their -paſſions counteract each other; and make 
the ſame creature, at one moment hateful, at another con- 
temptible, I fancy, my Lord, ſome time will elapſe before 

The oppreſsion of an obſcure individual gave birth to the famous Habeas 
-orpus Act of 31 Car. II, which is frequently conſidered as another Magna 
Cueria of the Kingdom. | | BLAGKSTONE iii. 135. 
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you venture to commit another Engliſhman for refuſing to 
anſwer interrogatoniesf, x 8 
The doctrine you have conſtantly delivered in caſes of li. 
bel, is another powerful evidence of a ſettled plan io contract 
the legal power of juries, and to draw queſtions, inſeparable 
from fact, within the arbitrium of the court. Here my Lord: 
you have fortune on your fide, When you invade the pro- 
vince of the Jury, in matter of libel, you, in effe&, attack the 
liberty of the preſs, and with a fingle ſtroke wound two of 
your greateſt enemies. In ſome inſtances, you have ſucceed- 
ed becauſe jurymen are too often ignorant of their own rights, 
and too apt to be awed by the authority of a chief juſtice, In 
other criminal proſecutions, the malice of the deſign is con- 
- feſſedly as much the fubject of con ſideration to a jury, as the 
certainty of the fact. If a different doctrine prevails in the 
caſe of hbels. why ſhould it not extend to all criminal caſes? 
why not to capital offences? I ſee no reafon, (and I dare fay 
you will agree with me, that there is no good one) why the 
life of the ſubject ſhould be better protected againſt vou than 
his liberty or property. Why ſhould you enjoy the full pow. 
er of pillory, fine, and impriſonment, and not be indulged 
with hanging or tranſportation ? With your lordſhip's fertile 
genius and merci ful diſpoſition, I can conceive ſuch an ex- 
erciſe of the power you have, as could hardly be aggravated 
by that Whien you have no.. 5 
But, my Lord, ſince you have laboured (and not unſucceſs- 
fully) ro deſtroy the ſubſtance of the trial, why ſhould vou 
ſuffer the form of the verdict to remain? Why force twelve 
honeſt men, in palpable violation of their oaths, to pronounce 
their fellow - ſubject a guilzty man, when, almoſt at the ſame 
moment, you forbid their enquiring into the only circum ſtance, 
which in the eye of law and reaſon, conſtitutes guilt—the 
malignity or innocence of his intentions? — But I underſtand 
your lordſhip, —lf you could ſucceed in making the trial by 
Jury uſeleſs and ridiculous, vou might then with greater lafcty 
introduce a bill into parliament for enlarging the juriſdiction 
of the court, and extending your favourite trial by intcrrogs- 
tories to every queſtion, in which the liſe or liberty of an 
Engliſhman is concerned“. | a | 
| EK | 3A | | | You 
+ Bingley was committed for contempt, in not ſubmitting to be examined.- 
THe lay in priſon two years, until the Crown thought the matter might occation 
ſome ſerious complaint; and therefore he was let out, in the ſame conturelious 
ftate he had been put in, with all his fins about him, unanointe d and unannealed- 


— Theie was much coquetry between the court and the attorney general, abou! 
who ſhould undergo the ridicule of letting him eſcape. Vide another Leiter «e 
Almon, p. 189. | | | | 

* The philoſophical poet doth notadly deſctibe the damnable and dart 
proceedings of the judge of hell. | | 


Gacfiu 


4 


OF JUNIUS, Ke.. 451 


Your charge to the jury, in the proſecutſon againſt Almon 
and Woodfall, contradicts the higheſt legal authorities, as 
well as the plaineſt dictates of reaſon. In Millar's cauſe, and 
ill more expreſsly in that of Baldwin, you have proceeded 
a ſtep farther, and groſly contradifted yourſelf, —Y ou may 
know, perhaps, though I do not mean to inſult you by an 
appeal to your experience. that the language of truth is uni- 
form and conſiſtent. To depart from it ſafely, requires me- 
mory and diſcretion. In the two laſt trials, your charge to 


the jury began as uſual, with aſſuring them, that they had 


nothing to do with the law. That they were to find the bare 
fact, and not concern themſelves about the legal inferences 
drawn from it, or the degree of the defendant's guilt. Thus 
far you were conſiſtent with your former prattice, But how 
will you account for the concluſion? You told the jury, 
That, “ If, after all, they would take upon themſelves to 
determine the law, they might do it, but they mult be very 
& ſure that they determined according to law; for it touched 
their conſciences, and they acted at their peril,” If I under- 
itand your firſt propoſition, you mean to affirm, that the jury 
were not competent judges of the law, in the criminal caſe 
of a libel; that it did not fall within their juriſdiction ; and 
that, with reſpect to them, the malice or innocence of the de- 
tendant's intentions would be a queſtion coram non Judice.— 
But the ſecond propoſition clears away your own SiG, 
and reſtores the jury to all their judicial capacities, | You 
make the competence of the court to depend upon the lega- 
lity of the deciſion, In the firſt inſtance, you deny the 
power abſolutely, In the ſecond, you admit the power, pro- 
vided it be legally exerciſcd. Now, my Lord, without pre- 
tending to reconcile the diſtinctions of Weſtminſter-hall with 
the ſimple infermation of common ſenſe, or the integrity of 
fair argument, I ſhall be underſtood by your Lordſhip, when 
L afſert, that, if a jury, or any other court of judicature, {for 
jurors are judges,) have no right.to enter into a cauſe or queſ- 
tion of law, it ſignifies nothing whether their deciſion be or 
be not according to law. Their deciſion is in itſelf, a mere. 
nullity: the parties are not bound to ſubmit to it; and if the 
Jury run any riſk of puniſhment, it is not for pronouncing 
„ Gnoſlius hæc Rhadamarithus habet duriſſima regna, 

„Cattigatque, auditque dolos, ſubigitque fateri.*? ä | 
Firſt he puniiheth, and then he hearerh, and laſtly c.mpelleth to confeſs, and 
makes and mars laws at his pleaſure : like as the Centurien in the holy hiſtory, 
did to St. Paul; for the text ſaith, “ Centurio apprehendi, Paulum juſſit, et ſe 
** catenis eligari; et tunc INTERROGABAT, quis fuiſſet, et quid feciſſet. 
But go d judges and juſtices abhor theſe courſes. Cox x, 2 oſt. 55, 

+ Directly the reverſe of the doctrine he conſtantly maintained in the Houſe 
of Lords and elſewhere, upon the deciſion of the Middleſex election. He in- 


«rial afſerted, that the deciſion muſt be legal becauſe the court was competent | 
ad never could be prevailed en to enter farther into the queſtion, 
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a corrupt or illegal veidict, but for the illegality of med. 
dling with a point on which they have no legal authority w 
decide\. | | MN” LL WF _ JE 49 3 
cannot quit this ſubject, without reminding your lordſhip 
of the name of Mr. Benſon. Without offering any legal ob. 
jection, you ordered a ſpecial juryman to be ſet afide, in 
cauſe where the King was proſecutor, - The novelty of the 


fact required explanation. Will you condeſcend to tell the 


world, by what law or cuſtom you were authorized to make 
_ a peremptory challenge of a juryman ? The parties, indeed, 
have this power; and perhaps your lordſhip, having accul- 
tomed yourſelf to unite the characters of judge and party, 
may claim it in virtue of the new capacity you have aſſumed, 
and profit by your own wrong. The time within which you 
might have been puniſhed for this daring attempt to pack a 
Jury, is, I fear elapſed; but no length of time ſhall eraſe the 
record of it, | 8 Ore 11.2] 
The miſchiefs you have done this country, are not confined 
to your interpretation of the laws. You are a miniſter, my 
Lord; and, as ſuch have long been conſulted, Let us can- 
didly examine what uſe you have made of your thiniſteria 
influence. I will not deſcend to little matters, but come at 
once on thoſe important points on which your reſolution was 
waited for, on which the expectation of your opinion kepta 
great part of the nation in ſuſpence. A conſtitutional queſtion 
ariſes upon a declaration of the law of parliament, by which 
the freedom of election, and the birth. right of the ſubject, 
were ſuppoſed to have been invaded, The King's ſervants 
are accuſed of violating the conſtitution.— The nation is in: 
ferment. —The ableſt men of all parties engage in the quel- 
tion, and exert their utmoſt abilities in the diſcuſſion of it.— 
What part has the honeſt Lord Mansfield afted ? As an eminent 
judge of the law, his opinion would have been reſpected.— 
As a peer, he had a right to demand an audience of his Sove- 
reign, and inform him, that his miniſters were purſuing un- 
conſtitutional meaſures. Upon other occaſions, my lord, you 
have no difficulty in finding your way into the cloſet. Thc 
pretended neutrality of belonging to no party, will not fave 
your reputation. In a queſtion merely political, an honcl 
man may ſtand neuter. But the laws and conſtitution are the 
general property of the ſubje&, not to defend, is to relin- 
quiſh ; and who is there ſo ſenſeleſs as to renounce his ſhare 
in a common beneſit, unleſs he hopes to profit by a new d- 
| & Theſe iniquitous proſecutions colt the belt of Princes ſix thouſand pourt 
and ended in the total defeat and diſgrace of the proſecutors. In the courſe of ol 


of them, Judge Afton had the unparalelled impudence to tell Mr. Morris, 2 gen“ 
tleman of ungeſtionable honour and integrity, and who was then giving his en, 


dence on oath) That he ſhould pay very little regard to any affidavit he ſhoul 
| viſion 


make, 
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viſion of the ſpoil? As a Lord of parliament, you were re- 
peatedly called upon to condemn or defend the new law de- 
clared by the Houſe of Commons. You affected to have 


ſcruples, and every expedient was attempted to remove them. 


The queſtion was propoſed and urged to you in a thouland 


different ſhapes — Your prudence {till ſupplied you with 


evaſion ;—your reſolution was invincible, For my own part, 
Jam not anxious to penetrate this ſolemn ſecret, I care not 
to whoſe wiſdom it is entruſted, nor how ſoon you carry it 


with you to your grave f. You have betrayed your opinion 


by the very care you have taken to conceal it. It is not from 
Lord Mansfield that we expect any reſerve in declaring his 
real ſentiments in favour of government, or in oppoſition to 
the people; nor is it difficult to account for the motions of a 


timid, diſhoneſt heart, which neither has virtue enough to 


acknowledge truth, nor courage to contraaitt it. Yet you 
continue to ſupport an adminiſtration which you know 1s 
univerſally odious, and which on ſome occaſions, you your- 
ſelf ſpeak. of with contempt. You would fain be thought to 
take no ſhare in government, while 1n reality, you are the 
main ſpring of the machine. Here too, we trace the little, 
prudential policy of a Scotchman,—Inſtead of acting that 
open, generous part which becomes your rank and ſtat ion, 
you meanly ſkulk into the cloſet, and give your Sovereign. 


ſuch advice as you have no ſpirit to avow or defend, You 
ſecretly engroſs the power, while you decline the title of mi- 


niſter ; and though you dare not be chancellor, you know 
how to ſecure the emoluments of the office.—Arc the ſeals 
to be for ever in commiſſion, that you may enjoy five thou- 
ſand pounds a year ?—I beg pardon, my Lord; —your fears 


have interpoſed at laſt, and forced you to reſign. The odium 
of continuing Speaker of the Houle of Lords, upon ſuch 


terms, was too formidable to be reliſted, What a multitude. 
of bad paſſions are forced to ſubmit to a conſtitutional infir- 
mity! But though you have relinquiſhed the ſalary, you 
{till aſſume the rights of a miniſter. - Vour conduct, it ſeems 
mult be defended in parliament, For what other purpoſe is 
your wretched friend that miſerable ſerjeant, poſted to the 
Houle of Commons? Is it in the abilities of Mr. Leigh to 
defend the great Lord Mansfield? Or is he only the punch 
of the puppet-ſhow, to ſpeak as he is prompted by the cuizge 
JUGGLER behind the curtain . | NV 

In public affairs, my Lord, cunning, let it be ever ſo well 
wrought, will not conduct a man honourably through life. 

+ He ſaid in the houſe of Lords, That he believed he ſhould carry his opinion 
with him to the grave. It was afterwards reported that he had entruſted it, in 
ſpecial confidence to the ingenious Duke of Cumberland, 55 


t The paragraph gagged poor Leigh. I am really concerned for the man, 
and with it were poſſible to open his mouth. He is à very pretty orator. 
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Like bad money, it may be current for a time, but it vill 
_ Joon be cried down. It cannot conſiſt with a liberal ſpirit, 
though it be ſometimes united with extraordinary qualifica. 
tions, When I acknowledge your abilities, you may believe! 
am ſincere, I feel for human nature, when I ſee a man, ſo gifted 
as you are, deſcend to ſuch vile practices. Yet do not ſuffer 
your vanity to conſole you too ry Believe me, my good 
Lord, you are not admired in the ſame degree in which you 
are deteſted. It is only the partiality of your friends, that 
balances the defects of your heart with the ſuperiority of your 
underſtanding, No learned man, even among your own 
tribe thinks you qualified to preſide in a court of common 
law. Yet it is confeſſed, that under Justinian you might 
have made an incomparable Prætor.— It is remarkable enough, 
but I hope not ominous, that the laws you underſtand beſt, 
and the judges you affect to admire moſt, flouriſhed in the 
decline of a great empire, aad are ſuppoſed to have contri- 
vuted to its l,. | | NY 
Here, my Lord, it may be proper for us to pauſe toge- 
ther. It is not for my own ſake that I wiſh you to conſider 
the delicacy of your ſituation, Beware how you indulge the 
firſt emotions of your reſentment, This paper is delivered 
to the world and cannot be recalled, The perſecution of an 
innocent printer cannot alter facts, nor reſute arguments. - 
Do not furniſh me with farther materials againſt yourſelf.— 
An honeſt man, like the true religion, appeals to the under- 
ſtanding, or modeſtly confides in the internal evidence of his 
conſcience, The impoſter employs force inſtead of argument, 
impoſes filence where he cannot convince, and propagates 
his character by the ſword. - I JUNIU%, 
K — . 
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TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISE R, 


SiS January 30, 177! 
I ve recollect in what manner the King's friends have been 
| 1 conſtantly employed, we ſhall have no reaſon to be ſur- 
priſed at any condition of diſgrace to which the once reſpect- 
ed name of Engliſhmen may be degraded, His majeſty has 


no cares, but ſuch as concern the laws and conſtuution of 


his country, In his royal breaſt there is no room left for ge- 
ſentment, no place for hoſtile ſentiments againſt the natural 
enemies of his crown. The ſyſtem of government is uniform. 
Violence and oppreſſion at home can only be ſupported by 
treachery- and ſubmiſſion abroad. When the civil rights of 
the people are daringly invaded on one fide, what have we 
to expett but that their political rights ſhould be deſerted 
and betrayed, in the ſame proportion on the other ? The pls 

| 2 
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of domeſtic policy which has been invariably purſued from 
the moment of his preſent Majeſty's acceſſion engroſſes all 
the attention of his ſervants. They know that the — 
of their places depends upon their maintaining, at any hazard 
the ſecret ſyſtem of the cloſet. A foreign war might embar- 
ras, an unfavourable event might ruin the miniſter, and 
defeat the deep- laid ſcheme of policy to which he and his al- 
ſociates owe their employ ments. Rather than ſuffer the exe- 
cution of the ſcheme to be delay ed or interrupted, the King 
has been adviſed to make a public ſurrender, a folemn ſacri- 
fice, in the face of all Europe, not only of the intereſts of 
his ſubjects, but of his own perſonal reputation, and of the 
dignity of that crown which his predeceſſors have worn with 
honour. Theſe are ſtrong terms, Sir, but they are ſupported 
by fact and argument. ES L016 0 ie . 
The King of Great Britain had been for ſome years in poſ- 
ſeſſion of an iſland, to which, as the miniſtry themſelves have 
repeatedly aſſerted, the Spaniards had no claim of right,—— 
The importance of the place is not in queſtion, If it were, 
a better judgment might be formed of it from the opinion of 
Lord Anſon and Lord Egmont, and from the anxiety of the 
Spaniards, than from any fallacious in ſinuations thrown out 
by men whole intereſt it is to undervalue that property which 
they are determined to relinquiſh. The pretenſions of Spain 
were a ſubje& of negociation, between the two courts. They 
had been diſcuſſed, but not admitted. The King of Spain 
in theſe circumſtances, bids adieu to amicable negociation, 
and appeals directly to the ſword. The expedition againſt 
Port-Egmont does not aypear to have been a ſudden ill-con- 
certed enterprize. It ſeems to have been condutted not only 
with the 19 0 military precautions, but in all the forms and 
ceremonies of war. A frigate was firſt employed to examine 
the ſtrength of the place. A meſſage was then ſent, demand- 
ing immediate poſſeſſion, in the Catholic King's name, and 
ordering our people to depart. At laſt a military force ap- 
pears, and compels the garriſon to ſurrender. A formal ca- 
ee enſues; and his Majeſty's ſhip, which might at 
eaſt have been permitted to bring home his troops immedi- 
ately, is detained in port twenty days, and her rudder forci- 
bly taken away, This train of facts carries no appearance of 
the raſnneis or violence of a Spaniſh governor. On the cor- 
trary, the whole plan ſeems to have been formed and exe- 
cuted, in conſequence of deliberate orders and a regular in 
ſtruction from the Spaniſh court. Mr. Buccarelli is not a 
pirate, nor has he been treated as ſuch by thoſe who employ- 
ed him, [ feel for the honour of a gentleman, when 1 affirm 
that our king owes him a ſignal reparation, — Where will 
the humiliation of this country end? A King of Great Bri- 
1 tain, 
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tain, not contented with placing himſelf upon a level with, 

aniſh governor deſcends ſo low as to do a notorious inju.l 4. 
ice to that governor, As a ſal vo for his.own reputation, he ? % 
has been adviſed to traduce the character of a brave off. 65 
cer, and to treat him as a common robber, When he kney ! 
with certainty, that Mr, Buccarelli had ated in obedienc 


to his orders, and had done no more than his duty. Thy; 
it happens in private life, with a man who has no ſpirit nol of 
| Jenſe of honour, —One of his equals orders a ſervant to ſtrike fu 


 him—Inſtead of returning the blow to the maſter, his cou. 
rage is contented with throwing an aſper ſion, equally fale { 
and public, upon the character of the ſcrvant. 1 
This ſhort recapitulation was neceſſary to introduce the 
conſideration of his Majeſty's ſpeech of igth November, 1770 


and the ſublequent meaſures of government. The exceſlive : 
caution, with which the ſpeech was drawn up, had impreſſed 2 
upon me an early conviction, that no, {erious reſentment waſh f 
thought of, and that the concluſion of the buſineſs, when , 
ever it happened, muſt, in ſome degree, be. diſhonourable to 
England, There appears, through the whole ſpcech, a guard 
and reſerve in the choice of expreſſion, which ſhews hoy 


careful the miniſtry were, not to embarraſs their future pro- 
jects by any firm or ſpirited declaration from the throne,— 
When all hopes of peace ore loſt, his Majeſty tells his parlis- 
ment, that he is preparing—not for barbarous war, but (with 
all his mother's ſoftneſs) for a different ſituation. An open 
Hoftility, authorized by the Catholic King, is called an ad 
of a governor. This act, to avoid the mention of a regular 
hege, and ſurrender, paſſes under the piratical deſcription of 
feizing by force; and the thing taken is deſcribed, not as a 
Part of the King's territory or proper dominion, but merely 
as a pofſefion, a word expreſsly choſen in contradiſtinction to, 
and excluſion of the idea of right, and to prepare us for fu- 
ture ſurrender both of the right and of the poſſeſſion, Yet 


this ſpeech, Sir, cautious and equivocal as it is, cannot by 


any ſophiſtry, be accommodated to the meaſures which have 
fince been adopted. It ſeemed to promiſe, that whatever 
might be given vp by ſecret ſtipulation, ſome care would be 
taken to ſave appearances to the public. The event ſhows 
us, that to depart, in the minuteſt article, from the nicety 
and ſtrictneſs of punctilio, is as dangerous to national honour 
as to female virtue,” The woman who admits of one famili- 
arity, ſeldoms knows where to ſtop, or what to refuſe ; and 
when the counſels of a great country give way in a ſingle in- 
ſtance, - when they once are inc:ined to ſubmiſſion, every 
ſtep accelerates the rapidity of the deſcent, The miniſtry 
themſelves, when they framed the ſpeech, did not foreſee, 
that they ſhould ever accede to ſuch an accommodation as 
they have ſince adviſed their maiter to accept of, The 
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"th; The King ſays, Tie honour of my crown and the vights of my 
mal people are deeply affefied. The Spaniard, in his reply, ſays, I 
„ bt give you back poſſeſſton, but I adhere to my claim of prior Tight, 
off. reſerving the aſſertion of it for a more favourable opportunicy. 
neu The ſpeech ſays, I made an immediate demand of ſatis faction, 
ene and if that fails, 1 am prepared to do myſelf q uſtice, This im- 
Thu mediate demand muſt have been ſent to Madrid on the 12th 
nor of September, or in a few days after. It was certainly re- 
trübe fuſed, or evaded, and the King has not done himſelf juſtice. 
cou. — When the firſt magiſtrate ſpeaks to the nation, ſome care 
fate mould be taken of his apparant verascii ß. 
The ſpeech proceeds to ſay, I ſhall not diſcontinue. my prepa- 
rations until I have received proper reparation for the injury. If 
this aſſurance may be relied on, what an enormous expence 
is entailed ſine die upon this unhappy country! Reſtitution of 
a poſſeſſion, and reparation of an injury, are as different in 
ſubſtance as they are in language. The very act of reſtitution 
may contain, as in this inſtance it palpably does, a ſhameful 
aggravation of the injury. A man of ipirit does not meaſure 
the degree of an injury, by the mere poſitive damage he has 
- ſuſtained, He conſiders the principle on which it is founded ; 

he reſents the ſuperiority aſſerted over him; and rejetts with 
indignation the claim of right which his adverſary endeavours 

to eſtabliſh, and would force him to acknowledge, 

The motives on which the Catholic King makes reſtitution 
are, if poſhble, more inſolent and diſgraceful to our Sove- | 
reign, than even the declaratory condition annexed to it.— 
After taking four months to conſider whether the expedition 
was undertaken by his own orders or not, he condeſcends to 
diſavow the enterprize, and to reſtore the iſland ; —not from 
any regard to juſtice, - not from any regard he bears to his 
Britannic Majeſty, but merely © from the perſuaſion in which lie 
is, of the pacific ſentiments of the King of Great Brita,” 

At this rate, if our King had diſcovered the ſpirit of a man, 
—if he had made a peremptory demand of ſatisfaction, the 
King of Spain would have given him a peremptory refulal, 
But why this unſeaſonable, this ridiculous mention of the 


l King of Great Britain's pacific intentions? Have they ever 
been in queſtion? Was he the aggreſſor? Does he attack fo- 

4 reign powers without provocation? Does he even reſiſt, when 

. he is inſulted ? No, Sir, If any ideas of ſtrife or hoſtility have 

entered his Royal mind, they have a very different direction. 


The enemies of England have nothing to fear from them. 
After all, Sir, to what kind of diſavowal has the King of 
Spain at laſt conſented ? Suppoling it made in proper time, 
it ſhould have been accompanied with inſtant reſtitution ; 
and if Mr. Buccarelli acted without orders, he deſerved death, 
Now, Sir, inſtead of immediate reſtitution, we have a four 
months negociation; and the officer, whoſe act is diſayowed, 
returns to court and is loaded with honours, 1 
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If the actual ſituation of Europe be conſidered, the tic 
of the King's ſervants, particularly of Lord North, who takes 
the whole upon himſelf, will appear in the ſtrongeſt colours 
of aggravation, Our allies were maſters of the Mediterra. 
nean. The King of France's preſent averſion from war, and 

the diſtraction of his affairs, are notorious. He is now in 2 
ſtate of war with his people. In vain dia the Catholic King 
ſolicit him to take part in the quarrel againſt us. His finan- 
ces were in the laſt diſorder, and it was probable that his 
troops might find ſufficient employment at home. In theſe 
circumſtances, we might have dictated the law to Spain. 
There are no terms to which ſhe might not have been com- 
pelled to ſubmit, At the worſt, a war with Spain alone car. 
ries the faireſt promiſe of advantage. One good effect at leaſt, 
would have been immediately produced by it, The deſertion 
of France would have irritated. her ally, and in all proba- 
_ bility, have diſſolved the family compact. The fcene is now 
fatally changed. The advantage is thrown away. The moſt 
favourable opportunity is loſt - Hereafter we ſhall know the 
value of it, When the French King is reconciled to his ſub- 
Jets; when Spain has completed her preparations; when 
the collected ſtrength of the houſe of Bourbon attacks us et 
once, the King himſelf will be able to determine upon the 
wiſdom or imprudence of his preſent condutt. As far as 
the probability of argument extends, we may ſafely pronounce 
that a conjuncture, which threatens the very being of this 
country, has been wilfully prepared and forwarded by our own 
miniſtry, How far the people may be animated to reſiſtance, 
under the preſent adminiitration, I know not; but this J 
know with certainty, that under the preſent adminiſtration, 
or if eny thing like it ſhould continue, it is of very little mo- 
ment whether we are a conquered nation or not . | 
Having travelled thus far in the high road of matter of 
fact, I may now be permitted to wander a little into the field 
of imagination. Let us baniſh from our minds the perſuaſion 
that theſe events have really happened in the reign of the 
beſt of Princes: Let us conſider them as nothing more than 

+ The King's acceptance of the Spaniſh embaſſador's declaration is drawn up 
in barbarous French and ſigned by the Earl of Rochford, This diplomatic 
Lord has ſpent his life in the ſtudy and practice of etiquettes, and is ſuppoſed to 
be a profound maſter of the ceremonies, 1 will not inſult him by any reference to 
grammar or common ſenſe : If he were even acquainted with the common f6rms 
of his office, I ſhould think him as well qualified for it as any man in his Majeſty's 
ſervice——The reader is requeſted to obſerve Lord Rochford's method of authen- 
ticating a public inſtrument. ** En foi de quoi, moi ſouſſigne un des principaut 
«« Secretaires d' Etat S. M. B ai ſigne la preſente de ma ſignature ordinaire, et 
icille fait appoſer le cachet de nos Armes.“ In three lines there are no leſs than 
| ſeven falſe concords. But the man does not even know the ſtyle of his office, — 


If he had kown it, he would have faid,. ** Nous, ſouſſingne Secretaire d' Etat de 
++ S. M. B. avons figne, ?' &c. 7 _ 


EB I Ve Te > *t; 


5 


or JUNIUS; c. 259 


me materials of a fable, in which we may conceive the 
covereign of ſome other country to be concerned. I mean 
to violate all the laws of probability, when I ſuppoſe, that 
this imaginary King after having voluntarily diſgraced 
himſelf in the eyes of his ſubjetts, might return to a ſenſe of 
his diſhonour that he might perceive the fnare laid for him 
by his miniſters, and feel a ſpark of ſhame kindling in his 
breaſt, The part he muſt then be obliged to act, would over- 
whelm him with confuſion. To his parliament he muſt lay, 
I called you together to receive your advice, and have never aſked 


your opinion.. Fo the merchant, —1 have diſtreſſed your com- 


merce ; I have dragged your ſeamen out of your ſhips; I have loaded 


you with a grievous wel At of injurances.—To the landholder,— 


1 told you war was too probable, when I mas determined to ſubmit 
t any terms of accommodation ; I extorted new taxes from you, 
before it was poſſible they could be wanted, and am now unable to 


account for the application of them. To the public creditor, — 


I have delivered up your fortunes a prey to foreigners, and to the 
vileſt of your fellow ſubjects. Perhaps this repenting prince might 


conclude with one general acknowledgement to them all ;— 


I have involved every rank of my ſubjects in anxiety and diſtreſs; 
and have nothing to offer you in return, but the certainty of nattonal 
diſhonour, an armed truce, and peace without ſecurity. FRM 


If theſe accoun's were fettled, there would ſtill remain an 
apology to be made to his navy and to his army, To the firſt 


he would fay. You were once the terror of the world. But go 
back to your harbours. A man dijhonoured as I am, has no uſe for 


your ſervice, It is not probable that he would appear again 
before his ſoldiers, even in the pacific ceremony of a re- 
view t. But wherever he appeared, the humiliating con- 
icſhon would be extorted from him: 1 have received a blow — 
and ha not ſpirit to reſent it. I demanded ſati faction, - and have 
accepted a declaration, in which the right to ſtrike me again, is 4 
ſerted and confirmed. His counterance, at leaſt, would fpeak 
this language, and even his guards would bluſh for him. 

But, to return to our argument. — The miniſtry. it ſeems, 
are labouring to draw a line of diſtinction between the ho- 
nour of the crown and the rights of the people, This new 
idea has yet been only ſtarted in diſcourſe; for in effect, both 
objects have been equally ſacrificed. I neither underſtand 
the diſtinction, nor. what ufe the miniſtry propoſe to make 
of it. The King's honour is that of his people, Their real 
nonour and real intereſt are the fame, I am not contending 


lor a vain punCtilio, A clear, unblemiſhed character com- 


prehends, not only the integrity that will not offer, but the 


+ A miſtake, he appears be ſore them every day with the mark of ablow upon 


= 


Viz face. Proh pudor? 
| ſpirit 
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ſpirit that will not ſubmit to an injury; and whether it be. 
longs to an individual or to a community, it is the founda. 
tion of peace, of independence, and of ſafety, Private cre. 
dit is wealth; - public honour is ſecurity, The feather that 
adorns the royal bird ſupports his flight. Strip him of his 
plumage, and you fix him to the earth, JUNIUS, 


ww wy „ f 2 © vw. 


* * 


* 
— 


LETTER XLIII. 
TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 
Six, | Feb. 6, 1771. 
hope your correſpondent Junius is better employed than 
in anſwering or reading the criticiſms of a newſpaper,— 
This is a taſk from which if he were inclined to ſubmit to 
it, his friends ought to relieve him, Upon this principle, 
I ſhall undertake to anſwer ex hana more, I believe, to 
his conviction than to his ſatisfaction. Not daring to attack 
the main body of Funus's laſt letter, he triumphs in having, 
as he thinks, ſurprized an out-poſt, and cut off a detached 
argument, a mere ſtraggling propoſition, But even in this 
| petty warfare, he ſhall find himſelf defeated, 
Junius does not ſpeak of the Spaniſh nation as the natural 
enemies of England. He applies that deſcription with the 
ſtricteſt truth and juſtice, to the Spaniſh Court. From the 
moment when a Prince of the houſe of Burbon aſcended that 
throne, their whole ſyſtem of government was inverted, and 
became hoſtile to this country. Unity of poſſeſſion intro- 
duced a unity of politics, and Lewis the Fourteenth had reaſon 
when he ſaid to his grand fon, „ The Pyreenes are removed.“ 
The hiſtory of the preſent century is one continued confirm. 
ation of the prophecy. 5 3 : 
The aſſertion, * That violence and opprefſion at home, can only 
6 be ſupported by treachery and ſubmiſſion abroad,” is applied to 
a free people whole rights are invaded, not to the government 
of a country where deſpotic or abſolute power is confeſſedly 
veſted in the Prince; and, with this application the altertion 
1s true, An abſolute monarch having no points to carry at 
home, will naturally maintain the honour of his Crown in all 
his tranſattions with foreign powers, But, if we could fup- 
oſe the Sovereign of a free nation, poſſeſſed with a deſign to 
make himſelf abſolute, he would be inconſiſtent with him- 
| ſell, if he ſuffered his projects to be interrupted or embar- 
raſſed by a foreign war, unleſs that war tended, as in ſome 
caſes it might, to promote his principal deſign. Of the three 
exceptions to this general rule of conduct, (quoted by Ant: 
Kin that of Oliver Cromwell is the only one in point. 
arry the Eight, by the ſubmiſſion of his parliament, was as 
abſolute a prince as Lewis the Fourteenth, Queen Elizabeth's 
| govern- 
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government was rot oppreſſive to the people, and as to her 100 
reign wars, it ought to be con ſidered, that they were unavord- 
40%. The national honour was not in queſtion, She was 


utile to the crown, In the common cau : 5 
ö Oliver Cromwell ſhould have cultivated the friendſhip of fo- 


reign Powers, Or at leaſt, have avoided diſputes with them, 


the better to eſtabliſh his a 1 at home. Had he been 
only a bad man, he would babe ſacrificed the honour of the 
nation to the ſucceſs of his domeſtic policy. I 
But, with all his crimes, he had the ſpirit of an Engliſh. . 
man, The conduct of ſuch a man mult always be an excep- 
tion to vulgar rules, He had abilities ſufficient to reconcile 
contradictions, and to make a great nation at the ſame mo- 
ment unhappy and formidable. If it were not for the reſpe& 
| bear the miniſter, I could name a man, who, without one 
grain of underſtanding, can do half as much as Oliver Crom- 
well. 1 8 | | 
Whether or no there he a ſecret fem in the cloſet, and what 
may be the object of it, are queſtions which can only be de- 
termined by appearances, and on which every man muſt de- 
cide for himſelf. | 5 | „% OT TOTS 
The whole plan of Junius's letter proves, that he himſelf 
makes no diſtinction between the real honour of the crown, 
4 nd che real intereſt of the people. In the climax to which 
your correſpondent objects, Junius adopts the language of the 
court, and by that contormity, gives ſtrength to his argument, 
„He lays, that * the King has not only facrifuced the intereſts of his 


* perſonal reputation and the dignity of his crown.” ? | 
. The queries put by Anti Junius can only be anſwered by 
Y the miniſtry. Abandoned as they are, I fancy they will not 
t confels that they have, for ſo many years, maintained poſ- 


y leſſion of ancther man's property. After admitting the aſ- 


- ©} {*ition of the miniſtry, viz,— That the Spaniards had no rightful | 
t aim, and after juſtiſying them for ſaying ſo.—it is his bult- | 
es, not mine, to give us ſome good reaſon for their ſuffering 


e pretrnjrons of Spain to be a ſubject of negeciation, He admits 
o he facts ;—let him reconcile them if he can. 5 
. The laſt paragraph brings us back to the original queſtion, 
2 Whether the Spaniſh declaration contains ſuch a ſatisfation 
e #5 the King of Great Britain ought to have accepted? This 
e as the field upon which he ought to have encountered Junius 


\; openly and fairly, But here he leaves the argument, as no 


3 longer defenſible. I ſhall therefore conclude with one ge- 

neral admonition to my fellow. ſubjects; That when they 
hear theſe matters debated, they ſhould not ſuffer themſelves 
o be miſled by general declamations upon the conveniences. 


of 


compelled to fight in defence of her own 9 _ — her 
er einne; 


people, but (What was likely to touch him more nearly) Kis : 
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of peace, or the miſeries of war. Between peace and wat 
abſtractedly, there is not, there cannot be a queſtion in the 
mind of a rational being. The real queſtions are. Have 27 
any ſecurity, that the peace we have ſo dearly purchaſed will laſt | 
twelvemonth ? and if not, — Have we, or have we not facrifutt 
the faireſt opportunity of making war with advantage, 

Br: PII. o JUNIUs 
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TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 
Sin, 5 eil v2, 1946 
1 write for profit without taxing the preſs ;—to write 
for fame, and to be unknown ;—to ſupport the intrigue; 
of faction, and to be diſowned as a dangerous auxiliary, by 
every party in the kingdom, are contraaittions which the mi. 
niſter muſt reconcile, before I forfeit my credit with the 
Public. I may quit the ſervice, but it would be abſurd to 
ſuſpect me of deſertion. The reputation of theſe papers is an 
honourable pledge for my attachment to the people, To a- 
crifice a reſpected character, and to renounce the eſteem of 
fociety, requires more than Mr, Wedderburne's reſolution; 
and though in him it was rather a profeſſion than a deſertion 
of his principles, (I ſpeak tenderly of this gentleman ; for 
when treachery is in queſtion, I think we ſhould make al- 
| Jowances for a Scotchman), yet we have ſeen him in the 
_ Houſe of Commons overwhelmed with confuſion, and almoſt 
bereft of his ſaculties.—But in truth, Sir, l have left no room 
for an accommodation with the piety of St. James's, My 
offences are not to be redeemed by recantation or repentance, 
On one ſide, our warmeſt patriots would diſclaim me as 2 
burthen to their honeſt ee On the other, the vileſt 
proſtitution, if Junius could deſcend to it, would loſe its na- 
tural merit and influence in the cabinet, and treachery be no 

longer a recommendation to the royal favour, 5 
The perſons who, till within thele few years, have been 
moſt diſtinguiſhed by their zeal for high-church and prero- 
gative, are now, it ſeerns, the great aſſertors of the privileges 
of the Houſe of Commons. 'l his ſudden alteration of their 
ſentiments, or language, carries with it a ſuſpicious appeat- 
ance, When I hear the undefined privileges of the popular 
branch of the Legiſlature exalted by Tories and Jacobites; at 
the expence of thoſe ſtrict rights, which are known to the 
ſubje&, and limited by the laws, I cannot but ſuſpect that 
ſome miſchievous ſcheme is in 2gitation, to deſtroy both law 
and privilege, by oppoſing them to each other. They who 
have uniformly denied the power of the whole legiſlature to 
alter the deſcent of the crown, and whole W 1 HON 
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bellion againſt his Majeſty's family, have defended that doctrine 
be at the hazard of their lives, now tell us, that 1 of par- 
w! liament is the only rule of right, and the chief ſecurity of the 
1 ublic freedom, — ] fear, Sir, that while forms remain, there 
* been ſome material change in the ſubſtance of our conſti- 
tution. The opinions of theſe men were too abſurd to be ſo 
US cafily renounced. Liberal minds are open tq convition.—Libe. 
ral doctrines are capable of improvement. There are proſelytes 
from atheiſm ; but none from ſuperſtition, — If their preſent 
rofe ſons were ſincere, I think they could not but be highly 
offended at ſeeing a queſtion, concerning parliamentary privi- 
lege, unneceſſarily ſtarted at a ſeaſon ſo unfavourable to the 
ite houſe of commons, and by ſo very mean and inſignificant a 
es perſon as the minor On ſloau. They knew, that the preſent houſe 
byW of commons, having commenced hoſtilities with the people, 
m. and degraded the authority of the laws by their own example 
he i were likely enough to be reſiſted per fas aut nefas. If they were 
toßg really friends to privilege, they would have thought the queſtion 
an of right too dangerous to be hazarded at this ſeaſon, and, without 
. the formality of a convention, would have left it undecided. 
ol have been filent hitherto, though not from that ſhameful 


n; WW indifference about the intereſts of ſociety which too many of us 


on WW profeſs, and call moderation, I confeſs, Sir, that I felt the 
| rejudices of mv education, in favour of a houſe of commons, 
fal hanging about me, I thought that a queſtion, between 
law and privilege, could never be brought to a formal deciſion, 
without inconvenience to the public ſervice, or a manifeſt dimi- 
nution of legal liberty; that it ought therefore to be carefully 
avoided : and when I ſaw that the violence of the houſe of 
commons had carried them too far to retreat, I determined 
not to deliver a haſty opinion upon a matter of ſo much delicacy. 
and importance. . | Hg Ie, 
a The ſtate of things is much altered in this country ſince it 
10 vas neceſſary to protect our repreſentatives againſt the direct 
power of the crown. We have nothing to apprehend from 
n WF prerogative, but every thing from undue influence, Formerly 
0. I it was the intereſt of the people that the privileges of parlia- 
es ment ſhould be left unlimited and undefined. At preſent, it is 
not only their intereſt, but I hold it to be eſſentially neceſſary 
do the preſervation of the conſtitution, that the privileges of 
parliament ſhould be ſtrictly aſcertained, and confined within 
al W the narroweſt bounds the nature of their inſtitution will admit 
fo of, Upon the ſame principle on which I would have reſi ſted 
prerogative in the laſt century, I now reſiſt privilege. It is in- 
different to me, whether the crown, by its own immediate akt, 
impoſes new, and diſpenſes with ald laws, or whether the ſame 
arbitrary power produces the ſame effects through the medium of 
the houſe of commons We truſted our repreſentatives with pri- 
vileges for their own defence and ours. We cannot hinder their 
NM EE deſertion, 
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deſertion, but we can prevent their carrying over their arms to 
the ſervice of the enemy. It will be ſaid, that I begin with 
endeavouring to reduce the argument concerning privilege to 
mere queſtion of convenience; that I deny at one moment what 


1 would allow at another; and that to reſiſt the power of a pro. 
tituted houſe of commons, may eſtabliſh a precedent injurious 


to all future parliaments, —To this I anſwer generally, that human 
allairs are in no inſtance governed by ſtrict poſitive right, If 
change of circumſtances were to have no weight in directing our 
conduct and opinions, the mutual intercourſe of mankind would 
be nothing more than a contention between poſitive and equitable 
right. Society would be a ſtate of war, and law itſelf would 


be injuſtice. On this general ground, it is highly reaſonable 
that the degree of our ſubmiſſion to privileges which have never 
been defined by any poſitive law, ſhould bo. conſidered as a quel- 


tion of convenience, and proportioned to the confidence we 


repoſe in the antes A of our repreſentatives. As to the injury 


we may do to any future and more reſpectable houſe of commons, 
I own I am not now ſanguine enough to expect a more plentiful 


harveſt of parliamentary virtue in one year than another. Our 
political climate is ſeverely altered; and without dwelling upon 
the depravity of modern times, I think no reaſonable man will 


expect, that, as human nature is conſtituted, the enormous in- 


| fluence of the crown ſhould ceaſe to prevail over the virtues of 


individuals, The miſchief lies too deep to be cured by any re- 
medy, leſs than ſome great convulſion, which may either carry 
back the conſtitution to its original principles, or utterly deſtroy 
it. I do not doubt, that in the firſt ſeſhon after the next election 
ſome popular meaſures may be adopted. The preſent houſe of 


commons have injured themſelves by a too early and public pro- 
feſſion of their principles; and if a ſtrain of proſtitution, which 


had no example, were within the reach of emulation, it might 
be imprudent to hazard the experiment too ſoon. But after all 


Sir, it is very immaterial whether a houſe of commons ſhall 


preſerve their virtue for a week, a month, or a year. The in- 
iluence, which makes a ſeptennial parliament dependent upon 
the pleaſure of the crown, has a permanent opetation, and 
cannot fail of ſucceſs, My premiſes, I know will be denied in 


argument; but every man's conſcience tells him they are true, 
It remains then to be conſidered, whether it be ſor the inteieſt 


of the people, that privilege of parliament (which g, in reſpect 


to the purpoles for which it has hitherto been acquięſced under, 
t The neceſſity of ſecuring the houſe of commons againſt the King's power, fo 
that no interiuption might be given either to the attendance of the members of par- 


liament or ©. the freedom of debate, was the foundation of parliamentary privilege; 


and we may obſerve, in all the addre ſſes of new appointed ſpeakers to the Soveieign. 
the utmoſt privilece they demand is liberty of. fpeech and freedom from anelis 
The very word ptivilege means no more than immunity, or a ſafecuari to the party 
v.h1 poſſeſſes it, and can never be conſtrued into an active power'of invading the 
rights of others, | | 7” 
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is merely nominal,) ſhould be contracted within ſome certain 
limits; or whether the ſubje& ſhall be left at the mercy of a 
power, arbitrary upon the face of it, and notoriously under the 
direction of the crown, _.. 1775 | | 
I do not mean to decline the queſtion of right; on the con- 
trary, Sir, I joiniſſue with the advocates for ACK: ah ; and affirm, 
that excepting the caſes wherein the houſe of commons are a 
« court of judicature, (to which from the nature of their office, 
& a coercive power mult belong), and excepting ſuch contempts 
« as immediately interrupt their proceedings, they have no le- 
6 gal authority to impriſon any man for any ſuppoſed violation 
« of privilege whatſoever,”'—lt is not pretended that privilegs 
as now Claimed, bas ever been defined or confirmed by ſtatute z 
neither can it be ſaid, with any colour of truth, to be a part of 
the common law of England, which had grown into preſcrip- 
tion long before we knew any thing of the exiſtence of a houſe 
of commons. As for the law of parliament, it is only another 
name for the privilege in queſtion ; and ſince the power of cre- 
ating new privileges has been formally renounced by both houſes, 
—ſince there is no code in which we can ſtudy the law of par- 
liament, we have but one way left to make ourſelves acquainted 
with it, —that is, to compare the nature of the inſtitution of a 
houſe of commons with the facts upon, record. To eſtabliſh a 
claim of privilege in either houſe, and to diſtinguiſh original 
right from uſurpation, it muſt appear, that it is indiſpenſibly 
neceſſary for the performance of the duty they are employed in, 
and alſo that it has been uniformly allowed. From the firſt 
part of this deſcription, it follows clearly, that whatever pri- 
vilege dues of right belong to the preſent houſe of commons, 
did equally belong to the firſt aſſembly of their predeceſſors x 
was as completely veſted in them, and might have been exer- 
ciſed in the ſame extent. From the ſecond, we mult infer, tha 
Drivileges, Which for ſeveral centuries were not only never al- 
:0wed, but never even claimed by the houſe of commons, muſt 
be founded upon ulſurpation, The conſtitutional duties of a 
houſe of commons are not very complicated nor myſterious,— 
They are to propole or aſſent to wholeſome laws for the bene 
of the nation, They are to grant the neceſſary aids to the king; 
petition for the redreſs of grievances; and proſecute treaſon or 


high crimes againſt the ſtate, If unlimited'privilege be neceſſary 


to the performance of theſe duties, we have reaſon to conclude, 
that for many centuries after the inſtitution of the houſe of com- 
mons, they were never performed. I am not bound to prove a 
negative ; but I appeal to the Engliſh hiſtory, when 1 affirm, 
that, with the exceptions already ſtated, (which yet I might 
lafely relinquiſh), there is no precedent from the year 1265 to 
the death of Queen Elizabeth, of the houſe of commons having 
unpriſoned any man (not a member oftheir houſe) for contempt. 
or breach of privilege, In the molt flagrant cafes, and when 
e AS their 


their acknowledged privileges were moſt groſsly violated, the 
poor Commons as they then ſtyled themfelves, never took the 
power of puniſhment into their own hands. They either ſought 
redreſs by petition to the King, or what is more remarkable, 
applied for juſtice to the houſe of lords; and when ſatisfaction 
was denied them or delayed, their only remedy was to refuſe 
proceeding upon the King's buſineſs. So litite conception had 
| our anceſtors of the monſtrous doctrines now maintained con- 
| cerning privilege, that, in the reign of Elizabeth, even liberty 
1 of ſpeech, the vital principle of a deliberative aſſembly, was re- 
ſtrained by the = oats authority to a ſimple aye or x0; and this 
reſtriction, though impoſed upon three ſucceſſive parliaments, 
was never once diſputed by the houſe of commons. 0 
I know there are many precedents of arbitrary commitments 
for contempt : but, befides that they are of too modern a date 
to warrant a preſumption that ſuch a power was originally veſted 
in the houſe of commons, Fact alone does not conſtitute Right, 
If it does, general warrants were lawful. An ordinance of the 
two houfes has a force equal to law; and the criminal jurisdic- 
tion aſſumed by the commons in 1624, in the cafe of Edward 
Lloyd, is a good precedent, to warrant the like proceedings 
againſt any man, who ſhall unadvifedly mention the folly of a 
king, or the ambition of a princeſs. —The truth is, Sir, that 
the greateſt and moſt exceptionable part of the privileges now 
contended for, were introduced and aſſerted by a houſe of com- 
mons which aboliſhed both monarchy and peerage, and whoſe 
proceedings, although they ended in one glorious act of ſubſtan. 
tial juſtice, could no way be reconciled to the forms of their 
conſtitution, Their ſucceſſors profited by the example, and 
| confirmed their power by a moderate or popular uſe. of it. Thus 
Wl | it grew by degrees, from a notorious innovation at one period, 
1 to be tacitly admitted as the privilege of parliament at another. 
If, however, it could be proved, from confiderations of ne- 
ceſſity or convenience, that an unlimited power of commitment 
ought to be entruſted to the houſe of commons, and that in fact, 
they have exerciſed it without oppohtion, still, in contempla- 
tion of law, the prefumption is ſtrongly against them. It is a 
leading maxim ol the laws of England, (and without it all laws 
are nugatory) that there is no right without a remedy, nor any 
legal power without a legal courſe to carry into effect.— IL. et the 
power now in question be tried by this rule, The ſpeaker iſſues 
Bis warrant of attachment. The party attached either reſists 
force with force, or appeals to a magistrate, who declares the 
| warrant illegal, and diſcharges the priſoner. Does the law pro- 
il vide no legal means for enforcing a legal warrant ? Is there no 
regular proceeding pointed out in our law books, to affert and 
vindicate the authority of ſo high a court as the Houſe of Com- 
' mons? The queſtion is anſwered directly by the fact. Their 
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unlaw ful commands are reſiſted and they have no remedy. The 
impriſonment of their own members is revenge indeed, but it 


js no aſſertion of the privilege they contend for T. Their whole 


proceeding ſtops; and there they ſtand, aſhamed to retreat, 


and unable to advance, Sir, theſe ignorant men ſhould be in- 


formed that the execution of the laws of England is not left in 
this uncertain defenceleſs condition, If the proceſs of the 


courts of Weſtminſter-hall be reſiſted, they have a direct courſe 


ſutſicient to enforce ſubmiſſion, The court of King's Bench 
command the ſheriff to raiſe the poſſe comitatus, the courts of Chan- 
cery and Exchequer iſſue a writ of rebellion, which muſt alſo be 
ſupported, if neceſſary, by the power ol that county. —To whom 
will our honeſt repreſentatives dire& their writ of rebellion ? 
The guards, I doubt not, are willing enough to be employed; 
but they nothing of the dactrine of writs, and may thing it ne- 


ceſſary to wait for a letter for Lord Barrington. 


It may now be objected to me, that my arguments prove too 
much; for that certainly there may be inſtances of contempt 
and inſulc to tne Houſe of Commons, which do not fall within 


my own exceptions, yet in regard to the dignity of the Houſe, 
onght not to paſs unpuniſned. Be it ſo.— The courts of cri- 
minal juriſdiction are open to proſecutions, which the attorney 


general may commence by iniormation or indictment, A libel 
tending to aſperſe or vilify the Houſe of Commons, or any of 


their members, may be as ſeverely puniſhed in the Court of 


King's Bench, as a libel upon the king. Mr. De Grey thought 
ſo, when he drew up the information upon my leiter to his 
Majeſty, or he had no megning in charging it to be a ſcandalous 


libel upon the Houſe of Commons. In my opinion they would 


conſult their real dignity much better, by appealing to the laws, 
when they are offended, than by violating the firſt principle 


of natural juſtice. which forbids us to be judges when we are 


parties to the cauſe“. „ 1 | 
do not mean to purſue them through the remainder of their 


roceedings, In their firſt reſolutions, it is pothble they might 
50 been d ceived by ill conſidered precedents. For the reſt, 


there is no colour of palliation or excuſe. They have adviſed 
+ Upon their own principles, they ſhould have committed Mr. Wilkes who had 


deen guilty of a greater offence than even the Lord Mayor or Alderman Oliver. But, 


after repeatedly ordering him to attend, they at laſt adjourned beyond the day ap- 
pointed for his attendance ; and by this mean, pititul evaſion, gave up the point. 
Such 15 the force of conſcious guilt 1 e 


* « If it be demanded, in caſe a ſubject ſhould be committed by either houſe, 


for a matter maniteſtly out of their juriſdiction, what remedy can he have? I anſwer, 


Tha it cannot well ot imagined, that the law, which favours nothing more than 
the liberty ol the ſubject, (hould give us a remedy againſt commitments by the King 
himſelt, appcaring to be 1ilegal, and yet give us no mauner of redreſs againſt a com- 
mii ment by our fellow ſubjects, equally appearing to be unwarranted. But as this 
is a caſe, which, 1 am perlyaded, will never happen, it ſeems needleſs over- nicely 
to examine it.''———Ha wKI Ns, ii, 110.—N. B. He was a good lawyer, but no 
prophet, & . 
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the King to reſume a power of diſpenſing with the laws by 
royal proclamation}; and Kings, we ſee, are ready enough to 
follow ſuch advice, By mere violence, and without the ſhadow 
of right, they have expunged the record of a judicial proceed- 
ingt, Nothing remained but to attribute to their own vote a 
1 8 of ſtopping the whole diſtribution of criminal and civil 
uitice. | | „ 
Ihe public virtues of the chief magiſtrate have long ſince 
ceaſed to be in queſtion. But it is ſaid, that he has private 
good qualities; and I myſelf have been ready to acknowledge 
them. They are now brought to the teſt, If he loves his peo- 


ple, he will diſſolve a parliament, which they can never con- 


fide in or reſpe&.—If he has any regard for his own honour, he 
will diſdain to be any longer connetted with ſuch abandoned 


proſtitution. But if it were conceivable, that a King of this 


country had loſt all ſenſe of perſonal honour, and all concern 
for the welfare of his ſubjects, I confeſs, Sir, I ſhould be con- 
tented to renounce the forms of the conſtitution once more, if 
there were no other way to obtain ſubſtantial juſtice for the 
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TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 
W „, T7. 3 os 
- HEY who object to detached parts of Junius's laſt letter, 
| either do not mean him fairly, or have not conſidered 


I That their practice mlght be every way comformable to their principles, the 
Houſe proceeded to adviſe the crown to publiſh a proclamation, univerſally acknow- 
jedged to be illegal. Mr, Moreton publicly proteſted againſt it, before it was iſſued; 
and Lord Mansfield, though not ſcrupulous to an extreme, ſpeaks of it with horror. 


It is remarkable enough, that the very men who adviſed the proclamation, and 


who hear it arraigned every day, both within doors and without, are not daring 
enough to utter one word in it's defence 3 nor have they ventured to take the leaſt 
notice of Mr. Wilkes for diſcharging rhe perſons apprehended under it. 1 

+ Lord Chatham very properly called this the act of a mob, not of a ſenate. 

When Mr. Wilkes was to be puniſhed, they made no ſcruple about the privileges 
of parliament; and although it was as well known as any matter of public record 
and uninterrupted cuſtom could be, that the members of either Houſe are privileged, 
except in caſe of treaſon, felony or breach of peace, they declared without hefitation, 
That privilege of parliament did not extend to the caſe of a ſeditious libel, and une 
doubtedly they would have done the ſame, if Mr. Wilkes had been proſecuted for 
any other miſdemeanor whatſoever. The miniſtry ure, of a ſudden, grown wonder- 
fully carefully of privileges, which their predeceſſors were as ready to invade. The 
known laws of the land, the rights of the ſubject, the ſanQtity of charters, and the 
reverence due to our magiſtrates, muſt all give way, without queſtion or reſiſtance, to 
a privilege of which no man knows either the origin or the extent. The Houſe of 
Commons judge of their qwn privileges without appeal; — they may take offence 
at the moſt innocent action, and impriſon the perſon who offends them during their 
arbitrary will and pleaſure. The party has no remedy ;—he cannor appeal from 
their juriſdiction, and if he queſtions the oli, which he is ſuppoſed to have 
- violated, it becomes an aggravation of his offence. Surely this doctiine is not to be 
tound in Magna Charta, If it be admitted without limitation, I affirm, that there 
is neither law nor liberty in this kingdom. We are the ſlaves of the Houſe of Com- 
mons ; and through them, we are the ſlaves of the king and his miniſter, Anonymous. 


the 


| 
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the general ſcope and courſe of his argument. — There are de- 
grees in all the private vices: Why not in public roſtituti- 
on? The influence of the crown naturally makes a ſeptennial 
parliament dependant.— Does it follow, that every Houſe of 
Commons will plunge at once into the loweſt depths of proſtitu- 
tion ?— Junius ſuppoſes, that the preſent Houſe of Commons 
in going ſuch enormous lengths, have been imprudent to them- 


felves, as well as wicked to the public; that their example is 


is not within the reach of emulation; and that, in the firſt ſeſſion 
after the next election, ſom, popular meaſures may probably be 
adopted. He does not re that a diſſolution of parliament 
will deſtroy corruption, but that at leaſt it will be a check and 
terror to their ſucceſſors, who will have ſeen, that in flagrant 
caſes, their conſtituents can and will interpoſe with effect. — 
After all, Sir, will vou not endeavour to remove or alleviate 
the moſt dangerous ſymptoms, becauſe you cannot eradicate the 
diſeaſe? Will you not puniſh treaſon or parricide, becauſe the 
ſight of a gibbet does not prevent highway robberies? When 
the main argument of Junius is admitted to be unanſwerable, I 
think it would become the minor critic, who hunts for blemiſhes 
to be a little more diſtruſtful of his own ſagacity. The other 
objection is hardly worth an anſwer, When Funus obſerves 
that Kings are ready enough to follow ſuch advice, he does not 
mean to inſinuate, that if the advice of parliament were good 
the King would be ſo ready to follow it. 5 
5 TP LILO JUNIUS. 
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3 LETTER ß 
'TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISERs __ 
SIR, May 22, 1771 


FERY early in the debate upon the deciſion of the Middle- 

ſex election, it was well obſerved by Junius, that the 
houſe of commons had not only exceeded their boaſted prece- 
dent of the expulſion and ſubſequent incapacitation of Mr. Wal- 
pole, but that they. had not even adhered to it ſtrictly, as 
far as it went. After convicting Mr. Dyſon of giving a falſe 
quotation from the journals, and having explained the pur- 
poſe which that contemptible fraud was intended to anſwer, 
he proceeds to ſtate the vote itſelf by which Mr, Walpole's 
ſuppoſed incapacity was declared, viz, 5 Reſolved, That Ro- 
„bert Walpole, Eſq. having been this ſeſſion of parliament 
committed a priſoner to the Tower, and expelled this Houfe 
for a high breach of trult in the execution of his office, and 
* notorious corruption when ſecretary at war, was, and is in- 
capable of being elected a member to ſerve in this preſent 
% parliament,”— And then oblerves, that from the terms of 
the vote, we have no right to annex the incapacitation to the 
expulfion only; for that; as the propoſition ſtands, it muſt ariſe 
equally from the expulſion and the commitment to the Tower. 
I believe, Sir, no man, who knows any thing of dialcQic?; 
or 
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met with this morning in the courſe of my reading. It contain 


* contract between King and people; and by advice of Jeſuits 
„ ing withdrawn himſelf out of this kingdom, hath abdicaaed 
* the government,“ & c. - makes this obſervation upon it: The 
« wholly in vain,” And, that there might be no pretence 


Sommers farther obſerves,, That King James, by refufing to go- 


I need not make you any excuſe for endeavouring to keep “ 
alive the attention of the public to the deciſion of the Middle- 
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or who underſtands Engliſh, will diſpute the truth and fairneſ, 
of this conſtruction. But 1 has a great authority to ſuppon 
him; which, to {peak with the Duke of Grafton, I accidentally 


an admonition, which cannot be repeated too often. Lord Somers, 
in his excellent Tract upon the Rights of the People, after re. 
citing the votes of the convention of the 28th of January 168g, 
viz.—“ That King James II. having endeavoured to ſubvert 
5 the conſtitution ot this kingdom, by breaking the original 


5 and other wicked perſons, having violated the laws, and hay. 
« word abdicated relates to all the clauſes aforegoing, as well 
& as to his deſerting the kingdom, or elſe they would have been 


for confining the abdication merely to the withdrawing, , Lord 


vern us according to that law by which he held the crown, did implici. Nhe 
tely renounce his title to it. 5 n dLin & . 

If Zunius's conſtruttion of the vote againſt Mr, Walpole be Nur 
now admitted, (and indeed I cannot comprehend how it can « 
honeſtly be diſputed); the advocates of the houſe of commons FF 1 


muſt either give up their precedent entirely, or be reduced to . 
the neceſſity of maintaining one of the groſſeſt abſurdities ima - 
ginable, viz, © That a commitment to the Tower is a conſti- ' 
* tuent part of, and contributes half at leaſt to, the incapact- “ 


6 tation of the perſon who ſuffers it.“ 


4 o 


ſex election. The more I conſider it, the more l am convinced, F* 
that as a fact, it is indeed highly 1njurous to the rights of the “ 
people: but that, as a precedent, it is one of the moſt dangerous “ 
that ever was eltabliſhed againſt thoſe who are to come after us. 
Yet I am ſo far a moderate man, that I verily believe the ma- of 


jority of the houſe of commons, when they paſſed this danger- Ya 
vote, neither underſtood the queſtion, nor knew the conſequence In 


of what they were doing. Their motives were rather deſpi- th 


cable, than criminal in the extreme. One effect they certainly tu 


did not foreſee. Ihey are now reduced to ſuch a ſituation, that It 
if a member of the preſent houſe of commons were to conduct I 
himſelf ever ſo improperly, and in reality deſerve to be ſent 

back to his conſtituents with a mark of diſgrace, they would tl 


not dare to expel him; becauſe they know that the people, in In 
order to try again the great queſtion of right, or to thwart an 
odious houſe of commons, would probably overlaok his imme- 


V 
diate unworthineſs, and return the ſame perſon to parliament. I! 
[ 


— But, in time, the precedent will gain ſtrength, A future 
| houſe of commons will have no ſuch apprehenſions, conſequent- 


ly will not ſcruple to follow a precedent which they did not 
i 3 © establ iſn 
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ge {Wiabliſh, The miſer himſelf ſeldom lives to enjoy the fruit of 
on Mis extortion ; but his heir ſucceeds to him of courſe, and takes 
ſeſſion without cenſure, No man expetts him to make re- 
tution 3 and, no matter for his title, he lives quietly uon the 
| | P PHILO JUNIUS, 


Irs, tate. | 

re. U „ 
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w TO THE PRINTER O THE PUBLIC ADVETISER, 
its sis, | May 25, 1771. 


w. Confeſs my partiality to Junius, and feel a confiderable plea- 
ed i ſure in being able to communicate any thing to the public in 
he Happort of his opinions. The doctrine laid down in his laſt 
ell Netter, concerning the power of the houſe of commons to com- 
en Init for contempt, is not ſo new as it appeared to many people, 
ce Nrho dazzled with the name of privilege, had never ſuffered them- 
rd elves to examine the queſtion fairly, In the courſe of my reading 
0» lis morning, I met with the following paſſage in the Journals of 
ci. Ihe Houſe of Commons (Vol. I. page 603.) Upon occaſion of 
. Þjuriſdiftion unlawfully aſſumed by the houſe in the year 1621, 
be Mr. Attorney-General Noye gave his opinion as follows. “ N 
in doubt but in ſome caſes, this houſe may give judgment ;—in 
ns , matters of returns, and concerning members of our houſe, or 
to , falling out in our view in parliament ; but, for foreign mat- 


a- ters, knoweth not how we can judge it—Knoweth not that 


i- ve have been uſed to give judgment in any caſe, but thoſe 
i- F* before-mentioned.” JV 
Sir Edward Coke, upon the ſame ſubject, ſays, (page 604), 
p no queſtion but this is a houſe of record, and that it wo 
. power of Judicature in ſome caſes ;—have power to judge of 
, , returns and members of our houle ; one, no member, offend» 
e ing out of the parliament, when he came hither and juſnfied it, 
is vas cenſured for it.” - 5 BY 
. | Now, Sir, if you will compare the opinion of theſe great ſages 
- Jof the law with Junius's dottrine, you will find they tally ex- 
- Fatly. He allows the power of the houſe to commit their own 
e Inembers, (which, however, they may groſsly abuſe); he allows 
- [their power in caſes where th-y are acting as a court of judica- 
ure, viz, elections, returns, &c. and he allows it in ſuch con- 
Jempts as immediately interrupt their proceedings; or as Mr, 


4 
t Noye expreſſes it, falling out in their view in parliament. . 
They who would carry the privileges of parliament farther 
| Fthan Juntus, either do not mean well to the public, or know 
| Wit what they are doing. The government of England is a go. 
vernment of law, We betray ourſelves, we contraditt the ſpi- 
i of our laws, and we ſhake the whole ſyſtem of Engliſh ju- 
nſprudence, whenever we entruit a diicietionary power over 
me life, liberty, or fortune of the ſubject, to any man or ſet of 
men whatſocver, upon a preſumption that it will not be abuſed, 
| PHILO JUNIUS. 
| LET. 
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"LETTER XEVITE 
| TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLjC ADVERTISER, 
Sin, 1 May 28, 1771. 
A NY man who takes the trouble of peruſing the Journals of * 
the houſe of commons, will ſoon be convinced, that very bs 
little, if any regard at all, ought to be paid to the reſolutions 
one branch of the legiſlature, declaratory of the law of the land, 'r 
or even of what they call the law of parliament, It will ay. 
pear that theſe reſolutions have no one of the properties, od oF 
which in this country particularly, law, is diſtinguiſhed fron i 
mere will and pleaſure ; but that, on the contrary, they bear, 1, 
every mark of a power arbitrarily aſſumed, and capriciouſlly ap- 


| plied That they are uſually made in times of conteſt, and 90 * 
 Jerve ſome unworthy purpoſe of paſſion or party; that the lay * 


as ſeldom declared until after the fact by which it is ſuppoſed 
to be violated; that legiſlation and j uriſdiction are united in the 
lame perſons, and exerciſed at the ſame moment; and that i 
court, from which there is no appeal, aſſumes an original juril. 
diction in a criminal caſe: in ſhort, Sir, to collect a thouſand 
abſurdities into one maſs, ** we have a law, which cannot be 
known becauſe it is ex poſt. facto; the party is both legullator 
and judge, and the juriſdiction is without appeal.” Well might 
the judges ſay, The law of parliament is above us. | 
I You will not wonder, Sir, that with theſe qualificacions, the 
_ declaratory reſolutions of the houſe of commons ſhould appear 
to be in perpetual contradiction, not only to common ſenſe, and 
to the laws we are acquainted with, (and which alone we can 
obey), but even to one another. I was led to trouble you with 
| theſe oblervations by a paſſage, which, to ſpeak in luteſtring, 
I met with this morning in the courſe of my reading, and upon which 
1 mean to put a queſtion to the advocates for privilege—On the 
Sth of March, 1704, (vide Journals, vol. XIV. p. 566,) the houſe 
rhought proper to come to the following ieſolutions.— 1. That 
„ no commoner of England, committed by the houie of com- 
©: mons for breach of privilege, or contempt of that houſe, 
i ought to be, by any writ of Habeas Corpus, made to appear in 
% any other place, or before any other judicature, during that 
| & ſeſſion of parliament wherein in ſuch perſon was {o commited,” 
2. © That the Serjeant at Arms, attending this houſe, do 
make no return of, cr yield any obedience to the ſaid writs of 
& Tabeas Corpus; and for ſuch his refuſal, that he have the pro- 
« tettion of the houſe of commons. 5 TY 
If there be, in reality, any ſuch law in England as the law of parliament, which, 
{under the exception ſtated in my letter on privilege), I confeſs after long delibe. 
ration, I very much doubt, it certainly is not conſtituted by, nor can it be collected 
from the refolutions of either Houſe whether enacting or declaratory. I defire the 
reader will compare the above reſolution ot the year 1704, with the following of the 
3d of April 1628  RE8OLVED, That the writ of Habeas Corpus cannot be 
demied, but ought to be granted to every man that is committed or detained in pf 
ſon, or otherwiſe mg mg by the command of the King, the privy council, or an 
a ame, . 
ether, he praying ae me Welbort 
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Welbore Ellis, What ſay you? Is this the law of parliament 
is it not? Iam a plain man, Sir, and cannot follow you 
hrough the phlegmatic forms of an oration. Speak out, Gild- 


hat authority Mr, De Grey, the honeſt Lord Mansfield, and 
he barons of the Exchequer, dared to grant a writ of Habeas 
rþus for bringing the bodies of the Lord Mayor and Mr. Oliver, 
efore them ; and why the Lieutenant of the Tower made any 


ig; lay yes or no. If you ſay yes, I ſhall then inquire by 


2>-W-turn to a writ, which the houſe of commons had in a ſimilar 

b Naſtaace declared to be unlawful, If you ſay no, take cate you 
on Wo not at once give up the cauſe in ſupport of which you have 
ear 


> long and ſo laboriouſly tortured your underſtanding. Take 


inguiſn, - no evidence by which we can determine what is, and 


{;—they contain a declaration of the law of parliament, by a 
ourt competent to the queſtion, and whoſe deciſion, as you 


rom it : and they were made not haſtily, but after long deli- 


r ſolemnity will you annex to any reſolution of the preſent 


ay that parliaments are not infallible, and that Queen Anne, 
n conſequence of the violent proceedings of that houſe of com- 


e followed immediately. But you, Mr, Ellis, who hold this 
5 Wanguage, are inconſiſtent with your own principles, You have 
itherto maintained, that the houſe of commons are the ſole 
does of their own privileges, and that their declaration does 
o facto conſtitute the law of parliament; yet now you confeſs 
hat parliaments are fallible, and that their reſolutions may 
e illegal; conſequently, that their reſolutions do not conſti- 
ute the law of parliament.— When the King was urged to diſ- 
\ {five the preſent parliament, you adviſed him to tell his ſubjedts, 
17 hat he was careful not to aſſume any of thoſe powers which the con- 


tems was juſtified in exerting her prerogative to ſtop a houſe 
commons, whole proceedings compared with thoſe of the 
ſembly of which you are a worthy member, were the per- 
ection of juſtice and reaſon, | | GD | 


act Ncho labours to maintain falſehood by argument? How much 
the Petter would it become the dignity of the Houſe of Commons, 


f the Wo ſpeak PEE the people, and tell us at once, that their will 


ot © Wit be 0 eyed, not becauſe it is lawful and reaſonable, but becauſe it 
an; | 2 


re you do not gonfeſs that there is no teſt by which we can diſ- 
hat is not, the law of parliament. The reſolutions I have 
uoted ſtand upon your journals, uncontroverted and unrepeal- 
nd Lord Mansfield ſay, muſt be law, becauſe there is no appeal 
eration upon a conſtitutional queſtion. — What farther ſan&ion 
jouſe of commons, beyond what appears upon the face of thoſe _ 


wo reſolutions, the legality of which you now deny? If you 


ons, was obliged to prorogue and diſſolve them; I ſhall agree 
1th you very heartily, and think that the precedent ought to 


#tutzon had placed in other hands, &c, Yet Queen Anne, it 


lde. In What a labyrinth of nonſenſe does a man involve himſelf 
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& their will? Their conſtituents would have a better opinion of 
their candour, and I promiſe you, not a worſe opinion of then 


worthy of his confidence, and fit to be truſted with any ſhars 
in his government. I confeſs you have great intrihc merit; 
but take care you do not value it too highly. Conſider how 
much of it would have been loſt to the world, if the King hadi ua 
not graciouſly affixed his ſtamp, and given it currency among bir 
is ſubjects. If it be true that a virtuous man ſtruggling withitt 


| attentive and reſpectable; I think I already ſee other gods 


Integrity, PHILO JUN1US|»!t 
* ——— — — | ont 
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TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF GRAPTON, | ho 

< = h | & B | Ou 
My Loks, þ | June 22, 177. * 


1 profound reſpe& I bear to the gracious Prince who go. ov. 


verns this country with no leſs honour to himſelf cha 
ſatisfaction to his jubjects, and who reſtores you to your rankWhe 
under his ſtandard, will fave you from a multitude of repioach- i 


es. The attention I ſhould have paid to your failings, is invo. Num 
 Tluntarily attracted to the hand that rewards them; and though 


I am not fo partial to the royal judgment as to ath:m, that the hre 
favour of a king can remove mountains of infamy, it ſerves 
leſſen at leaſt, for undoubtedly it divides the burden, While 


I remember how much is due to his ſacred character, I cannot pen 
with any decent appearance of propriety, call you the meanelt cc: 


and the baſeſt fellow in the kingdom. I proteſt, my Lord, Io 


not think you ſo, You will have a dangerous rival in that kind{Wric 
of fame to which you have hitherto ſo happily directed you 


ambition, as long as there is one man living who. thinks you 


adverſity be a ſcene worthy of the gods, the glorious conten- Ich. 
tion between you and the beſt of Princes deſerves a circle equallyſ= 


riſing from the earth to behold it. 93 
But this language is too mild for the occaſion. The King T 


is determined that your abilities ſhall not be loft to ſociety, W 


The perpetration and deſcription of new crimes will find em- lo 
ployment for us both. My Lord, if the perſons who have been © 
loudeſt in their profeſſions of patriotiſm, had done their duty, ® 


to the public with the ſame zeal and perſeverance that I did, | 


will not aſſert that government would have recovered its digni- Y 
ty, but at leaſt our gracious ſovereign mult have ſpared his ſub-· 1: 
3-&s this laſt inſult “; which, if there be any feeling left among f 


us, they will reſent more than even the real injuries they te h 


ceived from every meaſure of your Grace's adminiſtration, la 
vain would he have looked round him for another character of 
conſummate as your's. Lord Mansfield ſhrinks from his prin- f 
cip'es;—his ideas of government perhaps go farther than you, 
own, but his heart diſgraces the theory of his underſtanding. 


* The Duke was lately appointed Lord Privy Seal. 
| Charles 
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harles Fox is yet in bloſſom ; and as for Mr. Wedderburne, 

ere is ſomething about him, which even treachery cannot 
aſt, For the preſent, therefore, the beſt of princes muſt have 
ontented himſelf with Lord Sandwich, — You would long fince 

ave received your final diſmiſſion and reward; and Il, my Lord, 

ho do not eſteem you the more for the high office you poilels, 
ould willingly have followed you to your retirement. There 
ſurely ſomething ſingularly benevolent in the character of our 
overeign, From the moment he aſcended the throne, there is 

o crime, of which human nature is capable, (and I call upon 

he Recorder to witneſs it), that has not appeared venial in 

is fight. With any other Prince, the ſhameful deſertion of 

im in the midſt of that diſtreſs which you alone had created, 
in the very criſis of danger, when he fancied he' {aw the 
hrone already ſurrounded by men of virtue and abilities, would 
ave outweighed the memory of your former ſervices, But his 
Majeſty is full of juſtice, and underſtands the dottrine of com- 
venſations, — He remembers with gratitude how ſoon you had 
xccommoaated your morals to the neceſſity of his ſervice ;z=—— 
how cheerfully you had abandoned the engagements of private 
friendſhip, and renounced the moſt ſolemn profeſſions to the 
public. The ſacrifice of Lord Chatham was not loſt upon him, 
Even the cowardice and perfidy of deſerting him, may have 
done you no diflcrvice in his eſteem, The inſtance was painful, 

u; but the principle might pleaſe. | 3 
You did not neglect the magiſtrate, while you flattered the 
nan. The expulſion of Mr. Wilkes, predetermined in the ca» 
binet ; = the power of depriving the ſubject of his birthright, 
attributed to a reſolution of one branch of the legiſlature ;—— — 
the conſtitution impudently invaded by the houſe of commons; 
—the right of defending it treacherouſly renounced by the houſe 
of Lords; — theſe are the ſtrokes, my Lord, which, in the pre- 
ſent reign, recommended to office, and conſtitute a miniſter. 
They would have determined your Sovereign's judgment, if 
they had made an impreſſion upon his heart. We need not 
look for any other ſpecies of merit to account for his taking the 
earlieſt opportunity to recal you to his councils. But you have 
other merit in abundance, - Mr. Hine, -the Duke of Portland, 
—and Mr. Yorke :—Breach of truſt, robbery, and murder. — 
You would think it a compliment to your gallantry, if I added 
rape to the catalogue; —but the ſtyle of your amours ſecures you 
from reſiſtanee. I know not how well theſe ſeveral charges 
have been defended. In the firſt inſtance, the breach of truſt 
is luppoled to have been its own reward, Mr, Bradſhaw affi rms, 
r off upon his honour, (and ſo may the gift of fmiling never depart 
rin. from him!) that you reſerved no part of Mr. Hine's purchaſe 
our] money for your own uſe, but that every ſhilling of it was fcru- 
. ouſly paid io Governor Burguoyne,—Make haſte, my Lord; 
another patient, applied in time, may keep the Vakxs® in the 


Cn Serb villa of Col, Burgoyne about this time advertiſed for ſale, | 
| lamily. 


— — — ę — 
* _ — —— 


family. — If not, Birnham- Wood, I fear, muſt come to the I 


the general electionf. 
ended in the death of Mr. Yorke.—-l cannot ſpeak of it with. 

out horror and compaſſion, To excuſe yourſelf, you publicly 
_ impeach your accomplice ; and to his mind perhaps the accuſz 
tion may be flattery, But in murder you are both proce 


_ diſappointed the immediate ſchemes of the cloſet, it might ſtil 


the friends of government were to be very active in ſupporting the minitterial nom 
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caroni. 

The Duke of Portland was in life your earlieſt friend. Ind. 
fence of his property he had nothing to plead but equity againk 
Sir James Lowther. and preſcription againſt the crown. Vo 
felt for your friend; but the law muſt take its courſe. Poſterity 
will ſcarce believe that Lord Bute's ſon-in-law had barely inte. 
reſt enough at the treaſury to get his grant completed befor 


Enough has been ſaid of that deteſtable tranſaction which 


It was once a queſtion of emulation; and, if the event had nat 
have been a hopeful ſubject oi jeſt and merriment between you, 
This letter, my Lord, is only a preface to my future correl. 
pondence. The remainder of the ſummer ſhall be dedicated tous 
your amuſement, I mean now and then to relieve the ſeverity er! 


of your morning ſtudies, and to prepare you for the buſineſs of Wore 


the day. Without pretending to more than Mr. Bradſhaw's of 
ſincerity, you may rely upon my attachment as long as you are r 
in office. „ 5 | 

Will your Grace forgive me, if I venture to expreſs ſome {Wand 


anxiety for a man whom 1 know you do not love? My Lord H 


Weymouh has cowardice to plead, and a deſertion of a later Weg 
date than your own, You know the privy ſeal was intended Wnd 


for him; and if you conſider the dignity of the poſt he deſerted, ty, 
you will hardly think it decent to quarter him on Mr. Rigby, ſim 
Vet he muſt have bread, my Lord;—or rather he muſt have unc 


wine, If you deny him the cup, there will no be keeping him Fic 


within the pale of the ministry. | JUNIUS, ur 
GEESE —— 
Fo pig © oO der 

TO HIS CRACE THE DUKE OF GRAFTON, 0 
Mee, 7: | July 9. 1771. ho 


HE influence of your Grace's fortune still ſeems to preſide lu: 
| | over the treaſury, The genius of Mr, Bradſhaw inſpires Whe 
Mr, Robinſont. How remarkable it is, and 1 ſpeak of it not as Ih 
matter of reproach, but as ſomething peculiar to your character, Wove 
that you have never yet formed a friendſhip which has not WV 

+ It will appear by a ſubſequent letter, that the Duke's precipitation proved WX 
fatal to the grant, It lookes like the hurry and confufion of a young highwaym?!» Wito 
who takes a few ſhillings, but leaves the purſe and watch behind him.—And yetths 
Duke was an old offender! SMELL 

t By an intercepted letter from the Secretary of the Treaſury it appeared, th# 


nation of ſheriff, | : 


deen 


OF JUNIUS, &. 177 
een fatal to the object of it; nor adopted a cauſe, to which, one 
Ly or other, you have not done miſchief! Your attachment is 
amy while it reſts; and, which ever way it turns, leaves 
in and diſgrace behind it. The deluded girl who yields to 
ch a profligate, even while he is conſtant, forfeits her repu- 
ation as well as her innocence, and finds herſelf abandoned at 
alt to miſery and ſhame, Thus it happened with the beſt of 
rinces, Poor Dingley too -I proteſt I hardly know which 
fthem we ought most to lament ;—the unhappy man who ſinks 


chader the ſenſe of his diſhonour, or him who ſurvives it. Cha- 
h- Nacters, ſo finiſhed, are placed beyond the reach of panegyric. 
ly MWDcath has fixed his ſeal upon Dingley; and you, my Lord, have 
ſa Net your mark upon the other, | | . 


The only letter I ever addreſſed to the King was ſo unkindly 
received, that I believe I ſhall never preſume to trouble his ma- 
eſty in that way again. But my zeal for his ſervice, is ſupe- 
rior to neglect; and like Mr, Wilkes's patriotiſm, thrives by 
nerſecution, Yet his Majeſty is much addicted to uſeful read- 
ng; and if I am not ill informed, has honoured the Public Ad- 
wiſer with particular attention. I have endeavoured there- 
fore, and not without ſucceſs, (as perhaps you may remember) 
to furniſh it with ſuch intereſting and edifying intelligence, as 
probably would not reach him through any other channel, The 
lervices you have done the nation, ——your integrity in office, 
and ſignal fidelity to your approved good maſter, have been 
athfully recorded, Nor have his own virtues been entirely 
neglected: Thele letters, my Lord, are read in other countries 
led And in other languages; and I think I may affirm without vani- 
ed, iy, that the gracious character of the beſt of Princes, is by this 
by. Mime not only perfectly known to his ſubjects, but tolerably well 
ave under ſtood by the reſt of Europe. In this reſpect alone I have 
1m Ine advantage of Mr. Whitehead. His plan, I taink, is too 
. Wiriow. He ſeems to manufacture his verſes for the ſole uſe of 
the hero who is ſuppoſed to be the ſubje& of them, and, that his 
meaning may not be exported in foreign bottoms, ſets all tranſ- 
lation at defiance, 5 
Your Grace's re- appointment to a ſeat in the cabinet, was an- 
ounced to the public by the ominous return of Lord Bute to 
nis country. When that noxious planet approaches Ergland, 
he never fails to bring plague and peſtilence along with him. 
he King already feels the malignant effect of your influence 
ter, Mover his councils. Your former adminiſtration made Mr: 
not Wilkes an alderman of London, and repreſemative of Middle- 
oved WW. Your next appearance in office is marked with his election 
1 the ſhrievalty, In whatever meaſure you are concerned, you 
ne not only diſappointed of ſucceſs, but always contrive to make 
chat e Sovernment of the beſt of princes contemptible in his own 
om. es, and ridiculous to the whole world. Making all due al- 
lWWance for the effect of the miniſter's declared interpoſition, 
| Mr. 
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Mr. Robinſon's activity, and Mr. Horne's new zeal in ſup pon um 
of adminiſtration, we {till want the genius of the Duke of Grat. vit 
ton to account for committing the whole intereſt of government t!*! 
in the city to the conduct of Mr, Harley, I will not bear har Pro 
upon your faithful friend and emiſſary Mr. Touchit; for | 1 
know the difficulties of his ſituation, and that a few lotteryſi der 
tickets are of uſe to his economy. There is a proverb concem. 18 
ing perſons in the predicament of this gentleman, which, how.! 
ever cannot be ſtrictly applied to him; They commence dus an Ver 
Finiſi knaves, Now Mr. Touchit's character is uniform. 1 an wit 
convinced that his ſentiments never depended upon his circum.¶ dot 
ſtances, and that in the moſt proſperous ſtate of his fortune, he 
was always the very man he is at preſent, But was there 10 we 
other perſon of rank and conſequence in the city, whom govem - tor 
ment could confide in but a notorious Jacobite ? Did you im anc 
ine that the whole body of the diſſenters, that the whole Whig 
intereſt of London, would attend at the levee, and ſubmit 10 his 
the directions of a notorious Jacobite ? Was there no Whig me all 
giſtrate in the city, to whom the ſervants of George the Third e 
could entruſt the management of a buſineſs ſo very intereſting 
to their maſter as the election of Sheriffs? is there no room at 
St. James but for Scotchmen and Jacobites ? My Lord, 1 do not loo 
mean to queſtion the ſincerity of Mr, Harley's attachment to 
his Majeſty's government. Since the commencement of the pre. 
ſent reign, 1 have ſeen ſtill greater contradictions reconciled, 
The principles of theſe worthy Jacobites are not ſo abſurd a * 
they have been repreſented, Their ideas of divine right are 
not ſo much annexed to the perſon or family, as tothe political In 
character of the Sovereign. Had there ever been an honeſt man od 
among the Stuarts, his Majeſty's preſent friends would hai... 
been Whigs upon principle? But the converſion of the beſt off 7 ,, 
Princes has removed their ſcruples. They have forgiven hin elo 
the fins of his Hanoverian anceſtors, and acknowledge the hand W.I 
of providence in the deſcent of the crown upon the head of fra 
true Stuart. In you, my Lord, they alſo behold, with a kind the 
of predilection which borders upon loyaity, the natural 1epie-WM cal. 
ſentative of that illuſtrious family, The mode of your deſcent . 
from Charles the Second, is only a bar to your pretenſions f pre 
the crown, and no way interrupts the regularity of your ſucce-if © 1 
nion to all the virtues of the Stuarts. „ 
The unfortunate ſucceſs of the Reverend Mr. Horne's endes; 
yours, in ſupport of the miniſterial nomination of Sheriffs bas 
will, I fear, obſtruct his pre ferment. Permit me to recommend me 
him to your Grace's protection, You will find him copioull 
gifted with thoſe N oi the heart, which uſually direſ 
you in the choice of your friendſhips. He too was Mr, Wilkes“ 
friend, and as incapable as you are of the liberal reſentment of 
a gentleman, No, my Lord ;—it was the ſolitary, vindictise 
malice of a monk, brooding over the infirmities of his ren. 
| | unt 
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until he thought they quickened into public life, and fealting 
with a rancorous rapture upon the ſordid catalogue of his diſ- 
treſſes. Now let him go back to his cloiſter. The church is a 
proper retreat for him. In his principles he is already a Biſhop, 

The mention of this man has moved me from my natural mo- 
deration. Let me return to your Grace, You are the pillow 
upon. Which I am determined to reſt all my reſentments. What 
idea can the beſt of Sovereigns form to himſelf of his own go- 
verr ment? — In what repute can he conceive that he ſtands 
with his people, when he ſees, beyond the poſſiviity of a 
doubt, that, whatever be the office. the ſuſpicion of his favour 
is fatal to the candidate; and that, when the party he wiſhes 
well to, has the faireſt proſpect of ſucceſs, if his royal inclina- 
tion ſhould unfortunately be diſcovered, it drops like an acid 
and turns the eletion? ß Fe, . 

This event, among others, may perhaps contribute to open 
his Majeſty's eyes to his real honour and intereſt. In ſpite of 
all your Grace's ingenuity, he may at laſt perceive the incon - 
venience of ſelecting, with ſuch a curious felicity, every villain 
in the nation t fill the various departments of his government. 
Yet I ſhould" orry to confine him in the choice either of his 
ſootmen or his friends. | ES JUNIUS. 

FEES LETTER II. 
| FROM THE REVEREND MR, HORNE TO JUNIUS, 


„„ 5 > een, 
ARC E, Comedy, and Tragedy. Vilies, Foote, and Junius, 
united at the ſame time againſt one poor parſon, are fearful 
odds. The two former are only labouring in their vocation, 
and may equally | amp in excuſe, that their aim is a livelihood, 
] admit the plea for the fecond: his is an honeſt calling, and my 
cloathes were lawful game; but I cannot ſo readily approve Mr. 
Wilkes, or commend him for making patriotiſm a trade, and a 
fraudulent trade. But what ſhall 1 ſay to Junius? the grave, 
the ſolemn, the didaQic ! Ridicule indeed has been ridiculouſly 
called the teſt of truth; but ſurely, to confeis that you loſe your 
natural moderation, when mention is made of the man, does not 
promiſe much truth or juſtice when you ſpeak of him yourſelf, 
You charge me with “a new zeal in ſupport of ad:niniſtra- 
* tion,” and with © endeavours in ſupport of the miniſterial 
* nomination of ſheriffs.” The reputation which your talents 
have deſervedly gained to the fignature of Junius, draws from 
me a reply, which I diſdained to give to the anonymous lies of 
Mr. Wilkes. You make frequent uſe of the word Gentleman, I 
paly call myſelf a Man, and deſire no other diſtinction: If you 
are either, vou are bound to make good your charges, or to 
nteſs that you have done me a haſty injuſtice, upon no autho- 
Yo | | 
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I put the matter fairly to iſſue.— I ſay, that fo far from any 
& new zeal in ſupport of adminiſtration,” J am poſſeſſed with 
the utmoſt abhorrence of their meaſures; and that I have ever 
| ſhewn myſelf, and am ſtill ready, in any rational manner, to 
lay down all I have—my life, in oppoſition to thoſe meaſures, 
1 ſay that I have not, and never have had, any communication 
or connection of any kind, directly or indirectly, with any 
Courtier or miniſterial man, or any of their adherents ; that [ 
never have received, or ſolicited, or expected, or deſired, or 
do now hope for any reward of any ſort, from any party or et 
of men in adminiſtration or oppoſition, I ſay, that I never uſed 
any © endeavours in ſupport of the miniſterial nomination of 
« Sheriffs ;”” that I did not ſolicit any one liveryman for his 
vote for any one of the candidates, nor employ any other per. 
ſon to ſolicit ; and that I did not write one ſingle line or word 
in favour of Meſſrs. Plumbe and Kirkman, whom I underſtand 
to have been ſupported by the miniſtry, | 5 Ee 
Lou are bound to refute what I here advance, or to loſe your 
credit for veracity, You muſt produce facts; ſurmiſe and ge- 
neral abuſe, in however elegant language, ought not to pals for 
Proofs, —Y ou have every advantage, and I have every diſadvan- 
tage; you are unknown; I give my name. All parties both in de 
and out of adminiſtration, have their reaſons (which I ſhall re-. tr 
late hereafter) for uniting in their wiſhes againſt me: and the al 
popular prejudice is as ſtrongly in your favour, as it is violent WW te 
againſt the Parſon, 5 - | „ 
Singular as my preſent fituation is, it is neither painful, nor W * 
was it unforeſeen, He is not fit for public buſineſs, who does f 
not, even at his entrance, prepare his mind for ſuch an event, n 
Health, fortune, tranquility, and private connections, I have © V 
lacrificed upon the altar of the public; and the only return J h 
zeceive, becauſe I will not concur to dupe and miſlead a ſenſe- I t! 
leſs multitude, is barely, that they have not yet torn me in pieces. f 
That this has been the only return is my pride, and a ſource of Ii Þ 
more real ſatisfa&ion than honours or proſperity, I can praRtile, I k 
before I am old, the leſſons I learned in my youth, nor ſhalll MW f! 


2 — 


cver forget the words of my ancient Monitor, | _ 
PR | | E „ Tis the laſt key- ſtone j 
That makes the arch: the reſt that there were put I 


* Are nothing till that comes to bind and ſhut; | 
“ Then ſtands it a triumphal mark! then men f 
6 Obſerve the ſtrength, the height, the why and when 
„It was ęerected; and ſtill, walking under, | ; 
Meet ſome new matter to look up and wonder!“ | 
I am, Sir, your humble ſervant, VV 


LET- 
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EETTER Lb. -. 
TO THE REVEREND MR, HORNE, | 
Sin, 15 25 | io July 24, 1771. 
1 Cannot deſcend to an altercation with you in the new ſpa- 


pers; but ſince I have attacked your character, and you com- 
plain of injuſtice, I think you have ſome right to an explana- 


tion. You defy me to prove that you ever ſolicited a vote, or 


wrote a word 1n ſupport of the miniſterial aldermen : Sir, I 


did never ſuſpe& you of ſuch groſs folly, It would have been 


impoſſible for Mr, Horne to have ſolicited votes, and very dif- 


ficult to have written in the newſpapers in defence of that cauſe, 


without being detected and brought to ſhame, Neither do I 


- 


retend to any intelligence concerning you. or to know mare. 


of your condutt than you yeurſelf have thought proper to com- 
municate to the public, It is from your own letters | conclude 


that you have ſold yourſelf to the miniſtry; or, if that charge 


be too ſevere, and ſuppoſing it 3 to be deceived by ap- 
pearances ſo very ſtrongly againſt you, what are your friends 
to lay in your defence? Mult they not confeſs, that to gratify 
your perſonal hatred of Mr. Wilkes, you ſacrificed, as far as 
depended on your intereſt and abilities, the cauſc of the coun. 
try? I can make allowance for the violence of the paſſions ; 


and if ever I ſhould be convinced that you had no motive but 
to deſtroy Mr. Wilkes, I ſhall then be ready to do juſtice to your 
character, and to declare to the world, that I deſpiſe you ſome- | 


what leſs than I do at preſent. But as a public man, I muſt 


for ever condemn you, You cannot but know— nay, you dare 


not pretend to be ignorant, that the higheſt gratification of 
which the moſt deteſtable * ® in this nation is capable, would 
have been the defeat of Wilkes. I know that man much better 
than any of you, Natureintended him only for a good-humoured 
fool, A ſystematical education, with long prattice, has made 


him a conſummate hypocrite. Yet this man, to {ay nothing of 


his worthy ministers, you have most aſſidioufly laboured to gra- 
tity. To exclude Mr. Wilkes, it was not neceſlary you {ſhould 


ſolicit votes for his opponents. We incline the balance as ef- 
ſectually by leſſening the weight in one ſcale, as by increaſing it 


in the other, 5 . 
The mode of your attack upon Mr. Wilkes (though 7 am far 
from thinking meanly of your. abilities) convinces me you either 


want judgment extremely, or that you are blinded by your re- | 


ſentment. You ought to have foreſeen, that the charges you 
urged againſt Mr. Wilkes could never do him any miſchief, — 
After all, when we expected diſcoveries highly intereſting to 
the community, what a pityful detail did it end in!—Someold 
clothes—a Welch poney—a French footman, and a hamper of 
claret, Indeed, Mr. Horne, the public ſhould and ill forgive 


N 3 ang 


him his claret and his footman, and even the ambition of mak- 
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ing his brother chamberlain of London, as long as he ſtandy 
forth againſt a miniſtry and parliament who are doing every thing 
they can to enſlave the country, and as long as he is a thorn in 
the King's ſide, You will not ſuſpe& me of ſetting up Wilkes 
for a perfect character. The queſtion to the public, is, Where 
mall ve find a man, who with purer principles, will go the 
lengths, and run the hazards that he has done? The ſeaſon calls 
Jor ſucha man, and he ought to be ſupported. What would have 
been the triumph of that odious hypocrite and his minions, if 
Wilkes had been defeated ? It was not your fault, reverend, Sir, 
that he did not enjoy it completely. —But now, I promiſe you, 
you have ſo little power to do miſchief, that I much queſtion 
whether the miniſtry will adhere to the promiſes they have made 
you, It will be in vain to ſay, that lam a partizan of Mr, 
Wilkes, or perſonally your enemy, You will convince no man 
for you do not believe it yourſelf, Yet I confeſs I am a little 
| offended at the low rate a: which you ſeem to value my under- 
ſtanding. I beg, Mr. Horne, you will hereafter believe, that [ 
_ meaſure the integrity of men by their conduct, not by their pro- 


feſſions. Such tales may entertain Mr. Oliver, or your grand- 


mother; but truſt me, they are thrown away upon Junius. 
You ſay you are a man. Was it generous, was it manly, re- 
peatedly to introduce into a newſpaper the name of a young lady, 
with whom you mult heretofore have lived on terms of ** 
neſs and good humour? But I have done with you. In my 
opinion, your credit is irzecoverably ruined, Mr. Townſhend, 1 
think, is nearly in the ſame predicament, Poor Oliver has been 
| Thamefully duped by you. You have made him ſacrifice all the 
_ Honour he got by his impriſonment. As for Mr. Sawbriage, 
Whoſe character I really ieſpect, I am aſtoniſhed he does not ſee 
through your duplicity, Never was ſo baſe a deſign ſo poorly 
conducted, his letter you ſee, is not intended for the pub- 
lic; but if you think it will do you any ſervice, you are at li- 
berty to publiſh it. __ JUNIUS. 
+ This letter was tranſmitted privately by the printer to Mr. Horne, by Junius's 

requeſt, Mr, Horne returned it to the printer with directions to publiſh it. 
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T0. ones, 


_ „ Re July 31, 1771. 
VO have diſappointed me, When 1 told you, that ſurmiſe 
Y and general abuſe, in however elegant language, ought 
not to paſs for proofs, I evidently hinted at the reply whic [ 
expected: but you have dropped your uſual elegance, and ſeem 
willing to try what will be the effect of ſurmiſe and general 
abuſe, in very coarſe language. Your aniwer to my laſt letter, 
(which I hope was cool, and temperate, and modeſt), has con- 
vinced me, that my idea of a man, is much ſuperior to youlrs 
of a gentiman, Of your former letters, I have always ſaid Ma- 
teriem ſuperbat obus 1 do not think ſo of the preſent ; the pri” 
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tiples are more deteſtable than the expreſſions are mean and il · 
liberal. 1 am contented, that all thoſe who adopt the ones 
ſhould for ever load me with the other. | . 
I appeal to the common ſenſe of the public, to which I have 
ever directed myſelf; I believe they have it, though I am ſome- 
times half inclined to ſuſpect, that Mr. Wilkes has formed a 
truer judgment of mankind than I have, However, of this 1 
am ſure, that there is nothing elſe upon which to place a ſteady 
reliance, Trick, and low cunning, and. addreſſing their preju- 
dices and paſſions may be the fitteſt means to carry a particular 
point; but if they have not common ſenſe, there is no proſpe& 
of gaining for them any real permanent good. The ſame paſ- 
fions which have been artfully uſed by an honeſt man for their 
advantage, may be more artfully employed by a diſhoneſt man 
for their deſtruction. 1 deſfire them to apply their common 
ſenſe to this letter of Junius, not for my ſake but their own; 
it concerns them moſt nearly, for the principles it contains, 
lead to diſgrace and ruin, and are inconſiſtent with every notion 
of: civil 06enty... / Ü VN we po £3 
The charges which Junius has brought againſt me, are made 
ridiculous, by his own inconſiſtency and ſelf- contradiction. He 
charges me poſitively with „ a new zeal in ſupport of ad- 
{© miniſtration ;*”” and with * endeavours in ſupport of the mi- 
© niſterial nomination of Sheriffs.“ And he acc two incon- 
ſiſtent motives for my conduct; either that I have /old m my? 
« ſelf to the miniſtry ;”” or am inſtigated * by the ſolitary vin- 
e diftive malice of a monk: either that I am influenced by a 
ſordid deſire of gain, or am hurried on by “ perſonal hatred and 
«+ blinded by reſentment.” In his letter to the Duke of Grafton, 
he ſuppoſes me actuated by both; in his letter to me, he at firſt 
doubts which of the two, whether intereſt, or revenge is my 
motive, However, at lait he determines for the former, and 
again poſitively alerts, that th: miniſtry have made me pro- 
miſes;“ yet he produces no inſtance of corruption, nor pretends 
to have any intelligence of a miniſterial connection. He men- 


tions no cauſe of a perſonal hatred to Mr. Wilkes, nor any rea- 
fon for my reſentment or revenge; nor has Mr. Wilkes himſelf | 


ever hinted any, though repeatedly preſſed, When Junius 18 
called upon to juſtify his accufation, he anſwers. 5 He cannot 
% deſcend to an altercation with me in the newſpapers. Ju- 
mus who exiſ/s only in the newſpapers, who acknowledges, 


+ he has attacked my character“ there, and thinks have ſome 


right to an explanation ; yet this Junius - cannot deſcend to 
an altercation in the newſpapers?” And becauſe he cannot 
deſcend to an altercation with me in the newſpapers, he ſends 
a letter of abute by the printer, which he finiſhes with telling 
me—l am at liberty to publiſh it,” This to be ſure, is a moſt ex- 

cellent method to avoid an altercation in the newſpapers! 
The proofs of his politive charges are as extraordinary; “ He 
does not pretend to any intelligence concerning me, or to 
| oy % know 


* 
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© know more of my conduct than I myſelf have thought pro- 
© per to communicate to the public,” He does not ſuſpeC me 
of ſuch grols folly as to have ſolicited votes, or to have written 
anonymouſly in the newſpapers, becauſe it is impoſſible to do 
cither of theſe, without being detected and brought to ſhame.— 
Junius fays this; - who yet imagines that he has himſelf written 
two years under that ſignature, and more under others), without 
being deteQed !—his warmeſt admirers will not hereafter add, 
without being brought to ſhame. But though he did never ſuf. 
pect me of ſuch groſs folly as to run the hazard of being detect. 
ed and brought to ſhame by anonymous writing, he inſiſts that 1 
have been guilty of much groſler folly, of incurring the cer- 
tainty of ſhame and detection, by writings fgned with my name! 
But this is a fmall flight for the towering Junius. © He 15 
« FAR from thinking meanly of my abilities,” though he is 
t convinced that I want judgmentextremely ;” and can “ really 
6 reſpe&t Mr, Sawbridge's character,“ though he declares him + 
to be ſo poor a creature, as not to “ ſee through the baſeſt de- 
« ſign conducted in the pooreſt manner!“ And this moſt baſe 
deſign is conducted in the pooreſt manner, by a man whom he 
does not ſuſpeC of groſs folly, and of whoſe abilities he is ran 
From thinking meanly ! err gn I 
Should we aſk Junius to reconcile thefe contradictions, and 
explain this nonſenſe, the anſwer is ready; — He cannot de- 
fcend to an altercation in the newſpapers,” He feels no reluc- 
tance to attack the character of any man: the throne is not too 
high, nor the cottage too low: his mighty malice can graſp 
both extremes; he hints not his accuſations as opinion, conjer- 
#ure, or inference, but delivers them as poſetive afſertions. Do the 
_ accuſed complain of injuſtice? He acknowledges they have 
ſome ſort of right to an explanation : but if they aſk for proofs 
and facts, he begs to be excuſed; and though he is no where 
elſe to be encountered“ he cannot deſcend: to an altercation 
« in the newſpapers,” _ | ES 


And this, perhaps, Funius may think * the liberal reſentment 


„ of @ gentleman : this ſkuiking aſſaſſi nation he may call cou. 


rage, In all things, as in this, I hope we differ, 

| + I beg leave to introduce Mr. Horne to the character of the Double Dealer. TI 
thought they had been better acquainted. —** Ano! her very wrong objection has been 
« made by ſome, who have not tiken leiſure to diſtinguiſh the characters. The 
4“ hero of the play (meaning Meletoat) is a gull, and made a fool, and cheated. — 
4 Is every man a gull and a fool that is deceived ?—At that rate, I am afraid the 

& two claſſes of men will be reduced to one, and the knaves themſelves be at a lols 
4, to juſtify their title. But if an open, honeſt-hearted man, who has an entire 
& confidence in one whom he takes to be his friend, and who (to confirm him in 
de his opinion) in all appearance, and upon the ſeveral trials, has been fo: If this 
£6 man be deceived by the treachery of the other, muſt he of neceſſity commence 
a fool immediately, only becauſe the other has proved a villain ?*? Yes fays Pat fon 


Horne: No, ſays Congreve; and he, I think is allowed to have known ſomething 


of human nature, 
HEE I thought 


OF JUNIUS, &c. 


te Tthought that fortitude had been a mean 
„ -Twixt fear and raſhneſs; not a luſt obſcene, 
& Or appetite of offending : but a {kill | 
„ And nice diſcernment between good and ill. 
e Her ends are honeſty and public good, 
& And without thele, ſhe is not underſtood.” 
Of two things, however, he has condeſcended to give proof, 
He very properly produces a young lady, to prove that I am not 
a man; and a good old woman, my grandmother, to prove 
Mr. Oliver a tool, Poor old ſou}! ! ſhe read her bible far 
otherwiſe than Junius! She often found there, that the ſins 
of the fathers had been viſited on the children; and therefore, 
was cautious that herſelf, and her immediate defendants ſhould 
leave no reproach on her poſterity ; and they left none. How 
little could ſhe forelee this reverſe of Junius, who viſits my 
political fins upon my grandmother / I do not charge this to the 
{core of malice in him: it proceeded entirely fiom his propenſity 
to blunder; that whilſt he was reproaching me for introducing 
in the moſt harmleſs manner, the name of one female, he might 
himſelf at the Tame inſtant, introduce two, _ ED 
I am repreſented alternately, as it ſuits Zunius's purpoſe, un- 
der the oppoſite characters of a gloomy monk, and a man of po- 
liteneſs and good- humour. I am called * a ſolitary monk,” in or- 
der to confirm the notion given of me in Mr, Wilkes's anony- 
mous paragraphs, that I never laugh. And the terms of politeneſs 
and good-humour, on which I am ſaid to have lived heretofore 
with the young lady, are intended to confirm other paragraphs of 
Mr. Wilkes, in which he is ſuppoſed io have offended me, by 
refufing his daughter, Ridiculous! Yet I cannot deny but that 
2 has proved me unmenly and ungenerous, as clearly as he 
as ſhown me corrupt and vindictive: and I will tell him more; 
I have paid the preſent miniſtry as many viſits and compliments 
as ever I paid to the young /ady ; and ſhall all my life treat them 
with the Jame politeneſs and good. humour, 3 75 
But Junius © begs me to believe, that he meaſures, the in- 
ti tegrity of men by their conduct, not by their profeſſions. Sure 
this Junius, muſt imagine his readers as void of underſtanding 
as he is of modeſty! Where Thall we find the ſtandard of n1s 
integrity? By what are we to meaſure the conduct of this lurk- | 
ing aſſaſſin ?—And he ſays this to me, whole conduct, where- 
ever I could perſonally appear, has been as direct and open, and 
public as my words. I have not, like him, concealed myſelf 
in my chamber, to ſhoot my arrows out of the window; nor 
contented myſelf to view the battle from afar; but publicly mix- 
ed in the engagement and ſhared the danger. To whom have I 
like him refuſed my name, upon complaint of injury? What 
printer have | defired to conceal me? In the infinite variety of 
deſineſs in which I have been concerned, where it is not ſo 
ealy to be faultleſs, which of my actions can he arraign p 10 
| | | what 
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what danger has any man been expoſed, whith 1 have not faced? 
information, action, impriſonment, or death ? What labour have 
J reiuſed? What cxpence have | declined ? What pleaſure have 
I not renounced ? ut Funins, to whom no conduct belongs, 
6 meaſure< the integrity of men by their conduct, not by their 
* prof-ffions e himſelf, all the while, be ng nothing but profeſ: 
« frons, and thoſe too anonymous : The political ignorance or 


wilful falſehood of this declaimer is extreme, His own former 


le ters juſtify both my conduct and thoſe whom his laſt letter 
abvſes: for the public meaſures which Junius has been all along 
dcf-nding, were ours whom he attacks; and the uniform op- 
poſer of thoſe meaſures has been Mr, Wilkes, whoſe bad actions 
and intentions he endeavours to ſcreen. „ 
Lt Junius now, if he pleaſes, change his abuſe and quitting 
his loote hold of wa} þ and revenge accuſe me of vanity, and call 
this defence boafling. 1 own I have a pride to ſee ſtatutes decreed, 
and the higheſt honours conferred, for meaſures and actions 
which all men have approved; whilſt thoſe who counfelled and 
_ Cauſed them are execrated and inſulted, The darkneſs in which 
Junius thinks himſelf ſhrouded, has not concealed him; nor the 
artifice of only attacking under that ſignature, thoſe he would pull 
down, (whilſt he recommends by other ways thoſe he would have 
promoted), dilguiſed from me, whole partizan he is. When 
Lord Chatham can forgive the auk ward ſituation in which, for 
the ſake of the public, he was defignedly placed by the thanks 
to him from the city? and when I//zhkes's name ceales to'be ne- 
ceſſary to Lord Rockingham to keep up a clamour againſt the 
| ferſons of the miniſtry, without obliging the different factions 
nov in oppoſition to bind themſelves before- hand to ſome cer- 
tain points, and to ftipulate;ſome precife advantages to the pub- 
lic; then, and not till then, may thoſe whom he now abuſes 
expett the approbation of Junius. The approbation of the pub- 
lic for our faithful attention to their intereſt, by endeavours for 
thoſe ſtipulations, which have made us as obnoxious to the fac- 
tions in oppoſition as to thoſe in adminiſtration, 1s not perhaps 
to be expected till ſome years hence; when the public will look 
back, and ſee how ſhamefully they have been deluded, and by 
What arts they were made to loſe the golden opportunity of 
preventing what they will ſurely experience,—a change of mi- 
niſters, without a material change of meaſures, and without 
any ſecurity for a tottering conſtitution, But, what cares Junius 
for the ſecurity of the conltitution ? He has now unfolded to 
us his diabolical principles. As a public man, he muſt ever condemn 
any meaſure which may tend accidentally to grattfy the Sove- 
reign, and Mr. Wilkes is to be fupported-and afliſted in all his 
attempts, (no matter how ridiculous and miſchevious his pro- 
jects), as long as he continues to be a thorn inthe King's jide !—The 
cauſe of the country, it ſeems in the opinion of Jun us, is merely 
10 vex the King, and any raſcal is to be ſupported in any ro- 
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guery, provided he can only thereby plant a thorn in the King's 
ide, —T his is the very extremity of faction, and the laſt degree 
of political wickedneſs. Becauſe Lord Chatham has been ill 
treated by the King, and treacherouſſy betrayed by the Duke of 
Grafton, the latter is to be the pillow on which Jux ius will 
6 reſt his reſentment;“ and the public are to oppoſe the mea- 
ſures of government, from mere motives of perſonal enmity to 
the Sovereign! Thefe are the avowed principles of the man who 
in the ſame letter, ſays, © If ever he ſhould be convinced that I 
« had no motive but to deſtroy Wilkes, he ſhall then be ready to 
do juſtice to my character, and to declare to the world, that 
« he deſpiſes me ſomew hat leſs than he does at preſent !' Had 
I ever acted from perfonal affection or enmity to Mr, Wilkes, 
[ſhould juſtly be deſpiſed ; but what does he deſerve, whoſe 
ayowed motive is perſonal enmity to the Sovereign? The con- 
tempt which 7ſhould otherwiſe feel for the abſurdity and glaring 
inconſiſtency of Jun1vs. is here ſwallowed up in my abhorrence 
of his principles. The Tight divine and facredneſs of Kings is to 
me a ſenſeleſs jargon, It was thought a daring expreſſion of 
Oliver Cromwell in the time of Charles the Firſt, that if he 
found himſelf placed Ae to the King in battle, he would 
diſcharge his piece into his boſom as ſoon as into any other man's. 
Igo farther: had 1 lived in thoſe days, I would not have waited 
for chance to give me an opportunity of doing my duty; I would 
have ſought him through the ranks, and, without the leaſt 
perſonal enmity, have diſcharged my piece into his boſom rather 
than into any other man's. Tne King whoſe actions juſtify 
rebellion to his government, deſerves death from the hand of 
every ſubj t. And ſhould a ſuch time arrive, I ſhall be as 
free to act as to lay; but till then, my attachment to the perſon 
and family of the Sovereign ſhall ever be found more zealous 
and ſincere, than that of his flatterers. I would offend the ſo- 
vereign with as much reluttance as the parent; but if the hap- 
pineſs and ſecurity of the whole family made it neceſſary, ſo far 
and no farther, 1 would offend him without remorſe, | 
But let us conſider a little whether theſe principles of Junius 
would lead us. Should Mr, Wilkes once more commiſhon Mr, 
Thomas Walpole to procure for him a penſion of one thouſand 
pounds upon the Iriſh eſtabliſhment for thirty years, he muſt be 
lupported in the demand by the public—becauſe it would mor- 
tify the King! „„ „„ 
Should he wiſh tofte Lord Rockingham and his friends once 
more in adminiſtra: ion, unclogged by any ſtipulations from the people, 
that he might again enjuy a penſton of one thouſand and forty pounds 
a year, viz. from the fl Lord of the Treaſury £ool. from the Lords 
of the Treaſury, Col. each; fiom the Lords of Trade 4ol. each, Ec, 
the public init give up their attention to points of national be- 
nefit, and aſſiſt Mr. Wilkes in his attemp. becauſe it would 
mortify the King! . . 
Should 
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Should he demand the government of Canada, or of Jamaich 
or the embaſſy to Conſtantinople, and in caſe of refuſal threaten 
to write them down, as he had before ſerved another adminif. 
tration, in a year and a half; he muſt be ſupported in his pre. 
tenſions, and upheld in his inſolence—becauſe it would mortify 
the King! LED 

Junius maychooſe to ſuppoſe that theſe things cannot happen, 
But that they have happened, notwithſtanding Mr. Wilkes's de. 
nial I do aver. I maintain, that Mr. Wilkes did commiſſion Mr, 
Thomas Walpole to ſolicit forhima penſion of one thouſand pound 
on the 17:/ eſtbliſnment for thirty years; with which, and a pardon 
he declared he would be ſatisfied ; and that, not withſtanding. his 
letter to Mr. Onſlow, he did accept a clandeſtine, precarious, and elee- 
qnonſinary penſion from the Rockingham adminiſtration ; which 
they paid in proportion to, and out of their falaries ; and ſo 
entirely was it miniſterial, that as any of them went out of 
the miniſtry, their names were ſcratched out of the liſt, and 
they contributed no longer. I ſay he did ſolicit the govern- 
ment, and the embaſſy, and threatened their refuſal nearly in 
theſe words“ It colt me a year and a half to write down the 
& laſt adminiſtration ; ſhould employ as much time upon you, 
very few of you would be in at the death.” When theſe 
threats did not prevail, he came over to England to embarraſs 

them by his preſence; and when he found that Lord Rocking- 
ham was ſomething firmer and more manly than he expetted, 
and refuſed to be bullied—into what he could not perform, Mr, 
Wilkes declared that he could not leave England without mo- 
ney : and the Duke of Portland and Lord Rockingham pur- 
chaſed his abſence with one hundred pounds a- piece, with which 
he returned to Paris. And for the truth of what J here ad- 
vance. J appeal to the Duke of Portland, to Lord Rockingham, 
to Lord John Cavendiſh, to Mr, Walpole, &c,—[ appeal to the 

 Hand-writing of Mr, Wilkes, which is ſtill extant, I. 

Should Mr, Wilkes afterwards (failing in this wholeſale 
trade) chooſe to deal out his popularity by the pound, and ex- 

ole the city offices to ſale to his brother, his attorney, &c. 

UN1Uus will tell us, it is only an ambition that he has to make 
them chamberlain, town-clerk. &c. and he muſt not be oppoſed 
in thus robbing the ancient citizens oftheir birth-right—becaule 
any defeat of Mr. Wilkes would gratify the King! _ 

Should he, after conſuming the whole of his own fortune, 
and that of his wife, and incurring a debt of twenty thouſand 
pounds, merely by his own private extravagance, without à 
ſingle ſervice or exertion all this time for the public, whilſt his 
eſtate remained; ſhould he at length, being undone, commence 
patriot, have the good fortune to be illegally' perſecuted, and 
in conſideration of that illegality be eſpouſed by a few gentle- 
men of the pureſt public principles; ſhould his debts, though 
none of them were contrected for the public, and all his other 

| | = incum- 


ncumbrances be diſcharged ; ſhould he be offered 600l. or 1000l. 


z year to make him independant for the future; and ſhould he 


ifter all, inſtead of gratitude for theſe ſervices, inſolently for- 
did his benefaQors to beſtow their own money upon any other 
object but himſelf, and revile them for ſetting any bound to 
their ſupplies; Junius (who, any more than Lord Chatham, 


never contributed one farthing to theſe enormous expences,) | 


will tell them, that if they think of converting the ſupplies o 
Mr, Wilkes's private extravagance to the ſupport of public mea- 


ſures—they are as great fools as my grandmother, and that Mr. 


Wilkes ought to hold the ſtrings of their purſes—as long as he 
continues to be a thorn in the King's fede ! „ | | 
Upon theſe principles, J never have ated, and J never will 


aft, In my opinion, it is leſs diſhonourable to be the creature 


of a court, than the tool of a faction. I will not be either, I 
underſtand the two great leaders of oppoſition to be Lord Rock- 
ingham and Lord Chatham; under one of whofe banners, all 
the oppoſing members of both houſes who deſire to get places, 
enliſt, I can place no confidence in either of them; or in any 


others, unleſs they will now engage, whilſt they are our, to grant 


eſſential certain advantages for the ſecurity of the public when 
they ſhall be in adminiſtration, Theſe points they refuſe to 
ſtipulate, becauſe they are fearful leſt they ſhould prevent any 


future overtures from the court. To force them to theſe ſtipula- 


tious has been the uniform endeavour of Mr. Sawbridge, Mr. 
Townſend, Mr. Oliver, &c. and THEREFORE they are abuſed 
by Junius. I know no reaſon but my zeal and induſtry in the ſame 
cauſe, that ſhould entitle me to the honour of being ranked by his 
abuſe with perſonsof their fortune and ſtation, It is a duty 1 owe 


to the memory of the late Mr, Beckford to ſay, that he had no other 
aim then this, when he proviced that ſumptuous entertainment 


at the Manſion-houſe for the members of both houſes in oppo- 
ſition, At that time he drew up the heads of an engagement, 


which he gave to me, with a requeſt that J would couch it in 


terms ſo eautious and preciſe, as to leave no room for future 
quibble and evaſion ; but to oblige them either to fulfil the in- 
tent of the obligation, or to ſign their own infamy, and leave it 
on record; and this engagement he was determined to propofe 


to them at the Manſion-houſe, that either by their refuſal they 
might forfeit the confidence of the public, or by the engagement 


lay a foundation for confidence. 
When they were informed of the intention, Lord Rockingham 
and his friends flatly refuſed any engagement; and Mr. Beck- 


ford as flatly [v ore, they ſhould then“ eat none of his broth; 


and he was determined to put off the entertainment; but Mr. 
Beckford was prevailed upon by to indulge them in the 
ridiculous parade of popular proceſſion through the city, and 
to give them the foolith pleaſure of an 1maginary conſequence, 
lor the real benefit only of the cooks and purveyors, 0 
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It was the ſame motive which dictated the thanks of the ci 
to Lord Chatham ; which were expreſſed to be given for his de. 
claration in favour of ort parliaments in order thereby to fix 
Lord Chatham at leaſt to that one conſtitutional remedy, without 
which all others can afford no ſecurity, . The embarraſſment, ng 
doubt was cruel, He had his choice either to offend the Rock. 
Ingham party, who declared formally againſt ſhort parliaments, 

and with the aſſiſtance of whoſe numbers in both houſes he mul 
ex ect again to be miniſter, or to give up the confidence of the 
abc. from whom finally all real conſequence muſt proceed,— 
Lord Chatham choſe the latter; and [ will venture to ſay, that 
by his anſwer to thoſe thanks, he has given up the people with. 
out gaining thefriendſhip or cordial aſſiſtance of the Neck 
faction; whoſe little politics are confined to the making of 
matches, and extending their family connexions, and who think 
they gain more by procuring one additional vote to their party 
in the houſe of commons, than by adding their languid property 
and feeble character to the abilities of a Chatham, or the conh- 
dence of a public. B | 
Whatever may be the event of the preſent wretched ſtate of 
politics in this country, the principles of Junius will ſuit no 
form of government, They are not to be tolerated under any 
conſtitution, Perſonal enmity is a motive fit only for the devil. 
Whoever, or whatever his Sovereign, demands the reſpeR and 
ſupport of the people. The union is formed for their happi- 
neſs, which cannot be had without mutual reſpect; and he coun- 
ſels maliciouſly who would perſuade either to a wanton breach'ol 
it. When it is baniſhed by either party, and when every method 
has been tried in vain to reſtore it, there is no remedy, but a 
divorce, but even then he muſt have a hard and a wicked heart 
indeed who puniſhes the greateſt criminal merely for the ſake of 
puniſhment ; and who does not let fall a tear for every drop of 
blood that is ſhed in a public ſtruggle, however juſt the quarrel, 
1 5 | - JOHN HORNE, 
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LETTER EIN : 
TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 
SIR, „ Aug. 13, 1771. 
I Ought to make an apology to the Duke of Grafton, for ſuf- 
1 fering any part of my attention to be diverted from his Grace 
to Mr. Horne. I am not juſtified by the ſimilarity of their dil- 
poſitions, Private vices, however deteſtable, have not dignity 

luffeient to attract the cenſure of the preſs, unleſs they ae 
united with the power of doing ſome ſignal miſchief to the com- 
munity. Vr. Horne's ſituation does not cori eſpond with his 
intentions. —In my own opinion, (which I know will be attil— 
buted to my uſual vanity and preſumption) his letter to me does 


net deſerve an anſwer, But 1 underſtand that the public are 
| N 10 
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not ſatisfied with my ſilence; that an anſwer is expected from 


1 me; and that if I perſiſt in refuſing to plead, it will be taken 
fx Mfor conviction. I ſhould be inconſiſtent with the principles I 


rofeſs, if I declined an appeal to the good ſenſe of the people, 


0 Jer did not willingly ſubmit myſelf to the judgment of my peers. 
k. If any coarſe expreſſions have eſcaped me, I am ready to agree 


that they are unfit for Junius to make uſe of, but I ſee no reaſon 
to admit that they have been improperly applied, 6 
he Mr. Horne, it ſeems, is unable to comprehend how an extreme 
want of conduct and diſcretion can conſiſt with the abilities I 
at MW have allowed him; nor can he conceive that a very honeſt man 
h. with a very nga underſtanding, may be deceived by a knave: 
m His knowledge of human nature muſt be limited indeed. Had 
of he never mixed with the world, one would think that even his 
1k books might have taught him better. Did he hear Lord Man- 
ty field, when he defended his doctrine concerning libels P) — Or 
y when he ſtated the law in proſecutions for criminal converſation? 
f. Or when he delivered his reaſons for calling the Houſe of 
Lords together to receive a copy of his charge to the jury in 
of MW Woodfall's trial? — Had he been preſent upon any of theſe occa- 
\o ſions, he would have ſeen how poſſible it is for a man of the firſt 
talents, to confound himſelf in ablurdities, which would diſ- 
1, grace the lips of an idiot. Perhaps the example might have 
4 taugat him not to value his own. underſtanding fo highly 
i. Lord | yttleton's integrity and judgment are unqueſtionable; yet 
. he is known to admire that cunning Scotchman, and verily be- 
„ Wl lieves him an honeſt man. I ſpeak to facts, with which all of 
dus arc converſant—I ſpeak to men and to their experience; and 
2 mill not deſcend to anſwer the little ſneering ſophiſt ries of a 
t collegian.— Diſtinguiſhed talents are not neceſſarily connected 


WW with diſcretion. If there be any thing remarkable in the charac 


ter of Mr, Horne, it is, that extreme want of judgment ſhould 
be united with his very moderate capacity. Yet I have not for- 
gotten the acknowledgment I made him, He owes it to my 
bounty; and though his letter has lowered him in my opinion, 
I ſcorn to retract the charitavle donation, 1 
I ſaid it would be very difficult for Mr. Horne to write directly 
in defence of a miniſterial meaſure, and not be detected; and 
even that difficulty I confined to his particular ſituation. He 
changes the terms of the propoſition, and ſuppolcs me to aſſert, 
that it would be impoſſible for any man to write for the newſpapers, 
and not be diſcovered, ES pes 
He repeatedly ai.me, or intimates at leaſt, that he knows the 
author of theſe letters. With what colour of truth then, can he 
pretend, That 1 am no where to be encountered but in a newſpaper ? 
—[ ſhall leave him to his ſuſpicions. It is not necellary that I 
ſhould confide in the honour or diſcretion of a man who already 
ſeems to hate me with as much rancour, as if I had formerly 
been his friend, But he aſſerts, that he has traced me through 
7; a Vas 
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a variety of ſignatures, To make the diſcovery of any 1mpox, 
| tance to his purpoſe, he ſhould have proved, either that thy 
fictitious character of Junius has not been conſiſtently ſupported, 
or, that the author has maintained different principles unde 
different ſignatures.— I cannot recal to my memory the nun. 
berleſs trifles J have written; but 7 rely upon the conſciouſneſ 
of my own integrity, and defy him to fix any colourable charge 
of inconſiſtency upon me. — 
Jam not bound to aſſign the ſecret motives of his apparent ha. 
tred of Mr, Wilkes; nor does it follow that I may not judge fairly 
of his conduct, though it were true that I had no conduct of my 
own, Mr, Horne enlarges with rapture upon the importance of 
his ſervices ;- the dreadful battles which he might have been 
engaged in, and the dangers he has eſcaped, — in ſupport of the 
formidable deſcription, he quotes verſes without mercy. The 
gentleman deals in fiction, and naturally appeals to the evidence 
of the poets.—Taking him at his word, he cannot but admit the 
Juperiority of Mr. Wilkes in this line of ſervice. Or. one fide, 
We fee nothing but imaginary diſtreſſes. On the other, we ſee 
real proſecutions ;—real penalties — real impriſonment — like 
repeatedly hazarded ;—and, at one moment, almoſt the certain- 
ty of death. Thanks are undoubtedly due to every man who 
does his duty in the engagement, but it is the wounded ſoldier 
who deſerves the reward, Is 
I did not mean to deny, that Mr. Horne had been an aQtive Me 
Partizan. It would defeat my own purpoſe not to allow him I he 
a degree of merit, which aggravates his guilt. The very charge iſ cut 
of contributing his utmoſt efforts to ſupport a miniſterial meaſure, im. ¶ pe! 
| 1 an acknowledgment of his former ſervices, If he had not once Ii tor 
been diſtinguiſhed by his apparent zeal in defence of the com-. gi\ 
mon cauſe, he could not now be diſtinguiſned by deſerting it. As W me 
for myſelf, it is no longer a queſtion, Whether I ſhall mix uit he 
the throng, and take a ſingle ſhare in the danger. Whenever Junius 
appears, he muſt encounter an hoſt of enemies, But, is there no M 
Honourable way to ſerve the public, without engaging in per. v 
ſonal quarrels with inſignificant individuals, or ſubmitting to the I m 
drudgery of canvaſſing votes for an election? Is there no merit be 
in dedicating my life to the information of my fellow-ſubjetts? W 0 
— What public queſtion have 7 declined ? What villain have / © 0 
ſpared P—ls there no labour in the compolition of theſe letters: 
Mr. Horne, I fear, is partial to me, and meaſures the facility 
of my writings by the fluency of his wm. 55 
He talks to us in high terms of the gallant feats he would WW r 
Have performed, if he had lived in the laſt century, The un- c 
| 


Happy Charles could hardly have eſcaped him, But living 
- Princes have a claim to his attachment and reſpect. Upon theſe 
terms there is no danger in being a patriot, If he means any 
thing more than a pompous rhaplody, let us try how well his 
argument holds together, 7 preſume he is not yet ſo much # 
| Fe 1 5 courtics 
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0. courtier as to affirm, that the conſtitution has not been groſsly 
he and daringly violated under the preſent 4a, He will not ſay , 
ed Wthat the laws have not been ſhamefully broken or perverted — 
er that the rights of the ſubje& have not been invaded, or that re- 


m. N dreſs has not been repeatedly ſolicited and refuſed, Grievance 
el like theſe were the foundation of the rebellion in the laſt centu! 
e ry; and, if Zunderſtand Mr. Horne, they would, at that period, 
havejuſtified him to his own mind, in deliberately attacking the 
u. life of his Sovereign. I ſhall not aſk him, to what political 
ly MW conſtitution this doctrine can be reconciled : But, at leaſt, it is 
1 MW incumbent upon him to ſhow, that the preſent King has bete 
of W ter excuſes than Charles the Firſt, for the errors of his govern- 
en ment. He ought to demonſtrate to us, that the conſtitution 
ie MW was better underſtood an hundred years ago than it is at preſents 
e —that the legal rights of the 1 and the limits of the pre- 
e rogative, were more accurately defined, and more clearly com- 
E prehended. If propoſitions like theſe cannot be fairly maintain- 
„ Jed, 1 do not ſee how he can reconcile it to his conſcience not 
e to at immediately with the ſame freedom with which he ſpeaks, 
e I reverence the character of Charles the Firſt as little as Mr. 
Horne: but I will not inſult his misfortunes, by a compariſon 
0 IF that would degrade him, . 33 
f It is worth obſerving, by what gentle degrees the furious, 
erſecuting zeal of Mr. Horne has ſoftened into moderation, 
= and meaſures were yeſterday his objetts: What pains did 
he once take to bring that great ſtate criminal M' (Quirk to exe- 
: WH cution I- To- day he conhnes himſelf to meaſures quly,—No 
penal example is to be left to the ſucceſſors of the Duke of Graf- 
ton. To- morrow I preſume both men and meaſures will be for- 
given. The flaming patriot, who ſo lately ſcorched us in the 
WW meridian, ſhines temperately to the weſt, and is hardly felt as 
he deſcends, „ N . 

I comprehend the policy of endeavouring to communicate to 
Mr. Oliver and Mr. Sawbridge a ſhare in the reproaches with 
which he ſuppoſes me to have loaded him, My memory fails 
me, if Ihave mentioned their names with diſreſpett;—unleſs it 
be reproachful to acknowledge a ſincere reſpect for the character 
of Mr. Sawbridge, and not to have queſtioned the innocence 
of Mr. Oliver's intentions. | at | 

It ſeems I am a partizan of the great leader of the oppoſition, 
If the charge had been a reproach, it ſhould have been better 
ſupported. J did not intend to make a public declaration of the 
relpett I bear Lord Chatham, I well knew what unworthy 
eoncluſions would be drawn from it. But I am called upon to 
deliver. my opinion; and ſurelv it is not in the little cenſure of 
Mr. Horne to deter me from doing ſignal juſtice to a man, Who, 
I confeſs.-has grown upon my eſteem. As for the common ſor- 
did views of avarice. or any purpoſe of vulgar ambition, I queſ- 
uon whether the applauſe of Junius would be of ſervice to Loid 

1 | Dy. Chatham. 
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Chatham. My vote will hardly recommend him to an increaſe 
of his penſion, or to a ſeat in the cabinet. But, if his ambition, 
be upon a level with his underſtanding, —if he judges of what 
is truly honourable for himſelf, with the ſame ſuperior genius 
which animates and dire&s him to eloquence in debts; to wil. 
dom in deciho”, even the pen of Junius ſhall contribute to re. 
ward him. Recorded honours ſhall gather round his monu- 
ment. and thicken over him. It is a ſolid fabrick, and will 
ſupport the laurels that adorn it,—1 am not converſant in the 
language of panegyric. Theſe praiſes are extorted from me, 
but they will wear well, for they Jive been dearly earned, 
My deteſtation of the Duke of Grafton is not founded upon 


his treachery to any individual; though I am willing enough 


to ſuppole, that, in rr affairs, it would be impoſſible to 
deſert or betray Lord Chatham, without doing an eſſential in. 
Jury to this country. My abhorrence of the Duke ariſes from 
an intimate knowledge of his character; and from a thorough 
conviction, that his baſeneſs has been the cauſe of greater mil. 
chief to England, than even the unfortunate ambition of Lord 
Bute. | 3 Ed 
The ſhortening the duration of parliaments is a ſubje& on 
which Mr. Horne cannot enlarge too warmly ; nor will | queſ- 
tion his ſincerity. If I did not profeſs the ſame ſentiments, J 
ſhould be ſhamefully inconſiſtent with myſelf, It is unnecel- 
ſary to bind Lord Chatham by the written formality of an en- 
gagement. He has publicly declared himſelf a convert to tri- 
ennial Parliaments ; and though I have long been convinced 
that this is the only poſſible reſource we have left to preſerve 
the ſubſtantial freedom of the conſtitution, 7 do not think we 
have a right to determine againſt the integrity of Lord Rocking» 
ham or his friends, Other meaſures may undoubtedly be ſup- 
Ported in argument, as better adapted to the diſorder, or more 
likely to be obtained,  _ Re ES | 
Mr. Horne is well aſſured, that J never was the champion 
of Mr. Wilkes. But though 7 am not obliged to anſwer for the 
firmneſs of his future adherence to the principles he profeſſes, 
J have no reaſon to preſume, that he will e diſgrace 
them. As for all choſe imaginary caſes, which Mr. Horne ſo 
petulantly urges againſt me, JI have one plain, honeſt anſwer 
to make to him. Whenever Mr. Wilkes ſhall be convicted of 
ſoliciting a penſion, an embaſſy, or a government, he muſt de- 
art from that fituation, and renounce that character, which 
he aſſumes at preſent, and which, in my opinion, entitle him to 
the ſupport of the public. By the ſame act, and at the ſame 
moment, he will forfeit his power of mortiſving the King; 
and, though he can never be a favourite at St. James's, his bale- 
neſs may adminiſter a ſolid ſatisfaction to the royal mind, The 
man I ſpeak of has not a heart to feel for the frailties 2 
: 5 | „ | ow 
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fellow creatures, It is their virtues that aMiR, it is their vices 

that conſole him. 19 85 
I give every poſſible advantage to Mr. Horne, when I take 

the facts he refers to for granted. That they are the produe e 


of his invention, ſeems highly probable, that they are exagge- 


rated, J have no doubt, At the worſt, what do they amount 
to, but that Mr. Wilkes, who never was thought of as a perfect 
pattern of morality, has not been at all times proof againſt the 
extremity of diſtreſs? How ſhameful is it in a man who has 
lived in friendſhip with him, to reproach him with failings too 
naturally connected with deſpair? Is no allowance to be made 
for baniſhment and ruin? Does a two years impriſonment make 
noatonement for his crimes ? — The reſentment of a prieit is im- 
placable. No ſufferings can ſoften, no penitence can appeaſe 
him, Yet he himſelf, I think, upon his own ſvſtem, has a 
multitude of political offences to atone for, I will not inſiſt upon 


the nauſeous detail, with which he ſo long diſguſted the public. 


He ſeems to be aſhamed of it. But what excule will he make 
to the friends of the conſtitution for labouring to promote tis 
conſummately bad man to a ſtation of the highelt national iruſt 
and importance? Upon what honourable motives did he recom- 
mend him to the livery of London for their repreſentative :— 
to the ward of Farringdon for their alderman ;—to the county 
of Middleſex for their knight ? Will he affirm, that, at that 
time he was ignorant of Mr. Wilkes's ſolicitations to the mi- 
niſtry ? That he ſhould ſay ſo, is indeed very neceſſary for his 


own juſtification ; but where will he find credulity to believe 


. | | | 
In what ſchool this gentleman learned his ethicks, I know 


not. His logic ſeems to have been {ſtudied under Mr, Dyſon, _ 


That miſerable pamphleteer, by dividing the only precedent in 


point, and taking as much of it as ſuited his purpoſe, had re- 
duced his argument. upon the Middleſex election to err, 7 
i? 


like the ſnape ofa lyllogiſm. Mr. Horne has conducted himſe 
with the ſame ingenuity and candour. I had affirmed, that Mr, 


Wilkes would preſerve the public favour, “ as long as he ſtood 
forth againſt a miniſtry and parliament who were doing every 


„thing they could to enſlave the country, and as long as he 
„ was a thornin the King's fide.” Yet from the exulting 
triumph of Mr, Horne's reply, one would think that I had 


reſted my expeRation, that Mr. Wilkes would be ſupported by 


the public upon the ſingle condition of his mortifying the King. 
This may be logic at Cambridge, or at the treaſury ; but 


among men of ſenſe. and honour, it is folly or villainy in the 


extreme. | Cs T0 | 

| ſee the pityful advantage he has taken of a ſingle u uarded 
expreſſion, in a letter not intended for the public. Yet it is 
only the expreffion that is unguarded, I adhere to the true mean 


ing of that member of the ſentence, taken ſeparately as he takes 
| _— O | at 
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magiſtrate of this or any other conſtitution. Mr. Horne knows 
as well as I do, that the beſt of Princes is not diſpleaſed with 
the abuſe which he ſees thrown upon his oſtenſible miniſters, 


ſively they muſt depend upon his favour for protection. This 
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it; and now, upon the cooleſt deliberation, re- aſſert, that, for the 
POE referred to, it may be highly meritorious to the pub. 
ic, to wound the perſonal feelings of the Sovereign. It is nat 
a general propoſition, nor is it generally applied to the chief 


It makes them, I preſume, more properly the objects of his 
royal compaſſion ;—neither does it eſcape his ſagacity, that the 
lower they are degraded in the public eſteem, the more ſubmil. 


I affirm, upon the moſt ſolemn conviction, and the molt certain 
knowledge, is a leading maxim in the policy of the clolet, jt 
is unneceſſary to purſue the argument any farther. 


Mr. Horne is now a very loyal ſubjea, He laments the Bu 

_ wretched ſtate of politics in this country: and ſees, in a ney parin 
light, the weakneſs and folly of the oppoſition. Whoever, o he m 

_ whatever is Sovereign, demands the reſpect and ſupport of the people; ¶ beco! 
it was ſo when Nero ſiddled while Rome was burning. Our gie. If he 
cious ſovereign has had wonderful ſucceſs in creating new . A 
tachments to his perſon and family. Ile owes it, I prelume, o hic 
the regular ſyſtem he has purſued in the myſtery of converſion, impio 


He began with an experiment upon the Scotch; and concludes W in hi, 
with converting Mr. Horne. — What a pity it is, that the Jeu pariſ 
ſhould be condemned by Providence to wait for a Meſſiah « folly 
their own. | f 

The prieſthood are accuſed of miſinterpreting the ſcriptures. & bu 
Mr. Horne has improved upon his profeſſion, He alters the « 7. 
text, and creates a refutable doctrine of his own, Such a.. tn. 
fices cannot long delude the underſtanding of the people; a W fi | 
without meaning an indecent compariſon, I may venture % he e 
foretel, that the Bible and Junius will be 1cad, when the con ment 


mentaries of the Jeſuits are forgotten. JUNIt. The 

0 — SS has of 

GST TEN Ef>: tel, 1 

TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER, that 
VVV | | me 

Sin, | 3 1 | Aug. 26, 1771. 7 

THE enemies of the people, having now nothing betier t9 Ke 

I] object to my friend Junius; are at laſt obliged 10 quit h Ws, | 

politics, and to rail at him for crimes he is not guilty of, HM 4 


vanity and impiety are now the perpetual topicks of the ir abuſe. 


I do not mean to leſſen the force of ſuch charges, ſuppoſing the] inte 


were true; but to ſhow that they are not founded, If I admit "FA 
ted the premiſes, I ſhould readily agree in all the conſequenc® 


Aba S _ 
drawn from them. Vanity, indeed, is a venial error; for ! Y 


0 0 . . . . — it Or 
carries its own puniſhment with it ;—but if 7 thought uni 0 
capable of uttering a diſreſpe ctful word of the religion of hu 
country, I ſhould be the fiſt to renounce and give him up U 


* The very ſoliloquy of Lord Suffolk before he paſſed the Rubicon. "ol 
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the public contempt and indignation. As a man, I am ſatisfied 
that he is a Chriſtian upon the moſt ſincere conviction; as à 
writer, he would be groſsly inconſiſtent with his political prin- 
1 50 if he dared to attack a religion eſtabliſhed by thoſe laws 
1 

the proofs, Junius is accuſed of an impious alluſion to the holy 
ſacrament, W here he ſays, That if Lord IWeymouth be denied the 
cup, there wiil be no pay him within the pale of the miniſtry.— 
Now, Sir, I afficm, that this paſlage refers entirely to a cere- 
monial in the Roman catholic church, which denies the cup to 
the laity, It has no manner of relation to the Proteſtant creed 


and is in this country, as fair an objett of ridicule as tranſub- 
ftantiation or any other part of Lord Peter's hiſtory in the 


Tale of the Tub. | | F | 
But Juntus is charged with equal vanity and impiety, in com- 

paring his writings to the hoy ſcripture, The formal proteſt 

he makes againſt any ſuch compariſon avails him nothing. It 


becomes neceſſary then to ſhew' that the charge deſtroys itſelf, 


If he be vain he cannot be impious. 


A vain man does not uſually compare himſelf to an object 


which it is his deſign to under value. On the other hand, if he be 


impious, he cannot be vain: for his impiety, if any, muſt contiſt 
in his endeavouring to degrade the holy Scriptures, by a com- 
pariſon with his own contemptible writings. This would be 


folly indeed of the groſſest nature, but where lies the vanity ?— 
{ ſhal! now be told, —“ Sir, what you {ay is plauible enough; 
& but ſtill you muſt allow, that it is ſhamefully impudent in 
% Junius to tell us that his works will live as long as 
& tne Bible.“ My antwer is, agreed; but ferſt prout that he has 
faid ſo. Look at his words, and you vll find, that the utmoſt 


he expects is, that the Bible and Funus il ſurvive the com- 


mentaries of the jeſuits; which may prove true in a forinight, 


The moit malignant ſagacity cannot {how that his works are, in 


tis op1nin, to live as long as the Bible, —Suppole | were to fore» 


tel, tzat Jack and ſom would ſurvive Harry-—does it follow, 


that Jack mull live as long as Tom? I would only illuſtrate my 
mean ng, and proteſt againſt the leaſt idea of profaneneſs, 

Yet this is the way in which Junius is uſually anſwered, ar- 
ragned, and convicted. Theſe candid critics never remember 
any thing he ſays in honour of our holy religion ; though it is 
true, that one of his leading arguments is made to reſt upon the 


internal evidence which the pureſt of all religions carries with it, 1 
quote his words; and conclude from them, that he is a true and 


hearty Chriſtian, in ſubſtance, not in ceremony; though poſ- 
hibly he may not agree with my Reverend Lords the Biſhops, 
or with the head of the Church, that fravers are morality, or 
that kneeling is religion. | PHILO JUN 108. | 


E 


ich it ſeems to be the purpoſe of his life to defend. Now for 
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198 1 LETTERS 
LETTER IVI. 
FROM THE REVEREND MR, HO&NE TO JUNIUS, 


Srx, „ Aug. 17, 1771. 
1E Sir, on the recovery of your wonted ſtyle, 
1 though it has coſt you a fortnight. I compaſſionate your 
labour in the compoſition of your letters, and will communi. 
cate to you the ſecrer of my fluency.— Truth needs no orna. 
ment; and, in my opinion, what ſhe borrows of the pencil is 
Lou brought a poſitive charge againſt me of corruption, 1 
denied the charge, and called for proofs. You replied with 
abuſe, and re- aſſerted your charge. I called again for proof; 
You reply again with abuſe only, and drop your accuſation, In 
your fortnight's letter there is not one word upon the ſubjett of 
my corruption, | | 
1 have no more to ſay, but to return thanks to you for your 
 condeſcenfion, and to a grateful public and honeſt miniltry for all 
the favours they have conferred upon me: the two latter, / 
am ſure will never refuſe me any grace [ ſhall ſolicit ; and ſince 
you have'been pleaſed to acknowledge; thatyou told a deliberate 
lie in my favour out of bounty, and as a charitable donation, why 
may I not expect that you will hereafter (if you do not forget 


you ever mentioned my name with diſreſpect; make the ſame 


acknowledgement for what you have ſaid to my /prejudice! 
This —ſecond recantation will perhaps be more abhorrent from 
your diſpoſition; but ſhould you decline it, you will only afford 
one more inſtance, how much eaſier it is to be generous than 
Juſt, and that men are ſometimes bountiful who are not honelt, 
At all events, I am as well ſatisfied with your panegyrick as 
Lord Chatham can be. Monument I ſhall have none ; but over 
my grave it will be faid, in your own words, © Horne's futuation 
did ' not correſpond with his intentions t.“ JOHN HORNE. 


— — * 
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»LETFER EVE +: 
"TO His GRACE THE DUKE Or GRAFTON, 

W Sept. 28, 1771. 
5 1 people cf England are not appriſed of the full extent of 
I their obligations to you. They have yet no adequate idea 
of the endleſs variety of your character. They have ſcen you 
* diſtinguiſhed and ſucceſsful in the continued violation of thoſe 
moral and political duties by which the little as well as the great 
ſocieties of life are connected and held together. Every colour, 
every chracter became you. With a rate of abilities, which 
Lord Weymouth very juſtly looks down upon with contempt, 
you have done as much miſchief to the community as Cromuel 


| + The epitaph would not be ill ſuited to the character; at the beſt, it is but 
equlvocal. - 


would 
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would have done, if Cromwell had been a coward; and as much 
as Machzavel, if Hachiavel had not known, that an appearance 
of morals and religion are uſeful in ſociety, —To a thinking man, 
the influence of the Crown will, in no view, appear ſo formi- 
dable, as when he obſerves to what enormous exceſſes it has 
ſafely conducted your Grace, without a ray of real underſtand - 
ing, without even the provepicns to common decency or prin- 
ciple of any kind, or a ſingle ſpark of perſonal reſolution, What 
maſt be the operation of that pernicious influence, (for which 
our Kings have wiſely exchanged the nugatory name of prero- 
getive) that in the higheſt ſtations, can ſo Mundane Rpdlr 
the ablence of virtue, courage, and abilities, and qualify a man 
to be the miniſter of a great nation, whom a private gentleman 
would be aſhamed and atraid to admit into bis family ! Like the 
univerſal pallport of an ambaſſador, it ſuperſedes the prohibi- 
tion of the laws, baniſhes the ſtaple virtues of the country, and 
introduces vice and folly in rants ied all the departments 
of the ſtate, Other princes beſides his Majeſty, have had the 
means of corruption within their reach, but they have uſed it 
with moderation. In former times, corruption was conſidered 
as a foreign auxiliary to government, and only called in upon 
extraordinary emergencies, The unfeigned piety, the ſanctified 
religion of George the Third, have taught him to new - model the 
civil forces of the ſtate, The natural reſources of the Crown 
are no longer confaded in. Corruption glitters in the van ;— 
collects aud maintains a ſtanding army of mercenaries, and at 
the ſame moment impoveriſhes and enſlaves the country, —His 
Majeſty's predeceſſors (excepting that worthy family from which 
you, my Lord, are unqueſtionably deſcended), had ſame gener- 
ous qualities in their compoſition, with vices, I confels, or 
frailties in abundance, They were kings or gentlemen, not 
hypocrites or prieſts, They were at the head of the church, 
but did not know the value of their office. They laid their ll 
prayers without ceremony : and had too little prieſtcraft in their | h 1 
underſtanding, to reconcile the ſanctimonious forms of religion wil 
with the utter deſtruction of the morality of their people. 1 
My Lord, this is fact, not declamation.— With all your parti- e 
ality to the houſe of Stuart, you mult confels, that even Charles JI 
the Second would haye bluſhed at that open encouragement, at I 
thole eager, meretricious careſſes, with which every ſpecies of 4 
rivate vice and public proſtitution is received at St. James's.— 1 
The unfortunate houſe of Stuart has been treated with an aſ- 
perity, which if compariſon be a defence, ſeems to border upon 
nyultice, Neither Charles nor his brother were qualiſied to ſup. 1 
port ſuch a ſy ſtem of meaſures as would be neceſl:ry to change | 1161 
the government and ſubvert the conſtitution of England. One 0 
of them was too much in earneſt in his pleaſures - the other in || 
his religion, But the danger to this country would ceaſe to be i 
problematical, if the crown ſhould ever deicend to a Pringe, 
whom 
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whoſe apparent ſimplicity might throw his ſubje&s off their 
guard, who might be no libertine in behaviour, —who ſhould 
Have no ſenſe of honour to reſtrain him,—and who, with Juſt 
religion enough to impoſe upon the multitude, might have no 
ſcruples of conſcience to interfere with his morality. With theſe 


Hhonuurable qualifications, and the decifive advantage ot ſitua. 


tion, low craft and falſehood are all the abilities that are want. 
ing to deſtroy the wiſdom of ages, and to deface the nobleſt 
monument that human policy has erected ] know fuck a man: 
' —My Lord, 7know vou both; and with the bleſſing of God 
(for [too am religious), the people of England ſhall know you 
as well as I do, I am not very iure that greater abilities would 
not in effect be an impediment to a deſign, which ſeems at firſt 
ſight to require a ſuperior capacity. A better underſtanding 
might make him ſenſible of the wonderful beauty of that ſystem 
he was endeavouring to corrupt, The danger of the attempt 
might alarm him, Ihe meanneſs and intrinſic worthleſſneſs of 
the object; (ſuppoſing he could attain it), would fill him with 
ſhame, repentance, and diſguſt, But thele are ſenſations which 
find no entrance into a barbarous, contracted heart. In ſome 
men there is a malignant paſhon to deſtroy the works of genius, 
literature, and freedom, The Vandal and the monk vll find 
equal gratification in it. „ 5 
Reflections like theſe, my Lord, have a general relation to 
your Grace, and inſeparably attend you in whatever company 
or ſituation your character occurs to us. They have no imme- 
diate connection with the following recent fact, which J lay 
before the public, for the honour of the beſt of Sovereigns and 
for the ed:fication of his people. f | 
A Prince, (whole piety and ſelf-denial, one would think, 
might ſecure him from ſuch a multitude of worldly neceſſities), 
with an annual revenue of neat a million ſterling. unfortunately 
wants money. — The navy of England, by an equally ſtrange con- 
currence of unforeſeen circumſtances, though not quite ſo un- 
fortunately for his Majeſty) is in equal want of timber, The 
wo:ld knows in what a hopeful condition you delivered the 
navy to your ſucceſſor, and in what a condition we found it in 
the moment of diſtreſs. You were determined it ſhould con- 
tinue in the ſituation in which you left it. It happened how- 


ever, very luckily for the privy purſe, that one of the above 


Wants promiſed fair to ſupply the other. Our religious, bene- 
volent, generous Sovereign, has no objettion to ſelling his own 
timber to his own admirelty to repair nis own ſhips, nor to put- 
ting the money into his own pocket. People of a religious turn 
naturally adhere to the principles of the church, Whatever 
they acquue falls into mortmarn, — Upon „ frm 

the admirality of the extraordinary want of timber for the indiſ- 

enlible repairs of the navy, the ſurveyor-general was directed 
to make a ſurvey of the timber in all the royal chaces and 5 

eee | | | reins 


OF JUNIUS, &c. — 


reſts in England. Having obeyed his orders with accuracy and 


attention, he reported that the fineſt timber he had any where 
met with, and the propereſt, in every reſpect, for the purpoſes 
of the navy, was in Whittlebury ok, of which your Grace, [ 
think, is heriditary ranger. In con 

uſual warrant was prepared at the treaſury, and delivered to 


the ſurveyor, by which he, or his deputy, were authorized to 


cut down the trees in Whittlebury Foreſt, which ſhould appear 
to be proper for the purpoſes above mentioned. The deputy 
being informed that the warrant was ſigned and delivered to 
his principal in London; croſſes the country to Northampton- 


ſhire, and with an officious zeal for the public ſervice, begins 
to do his duty in the foreſt. Unfortunately for him, he had not 
the warrant in his pocket. The overſight was enormous; and 
you have puniſhed him for it accordingly. You have inſiſted 


that an active, uſeful ocffier ſnould be diſmiſſed from his place. 


You have ruined an innocent man and family. -In what lan- 
guage ſhall J addreſs ſo black, ſo cowardly a tyrant ?P-—thou 


worle than one of the Brunſwicis, and all the Stuarts / To them 
who know Lord North, it is unneceſſary to ſay, that he was 


mean and baſe enough to ſubmit to you. — This, however, is 


but a ſmall part of the fact. After ruining the ſurveyor's deputy 
for acting without the warrant, you attacked the warrant itſelf, 
You declared that it was illegal; and ſwore, in a fit of foam- 
ing, frantick paſſion, that it never ſhould be executed, You 
aſſerted, upon your honour, that the grant of the rangerſhip of 


IWhittlebury Foreſt, made by Charles the Second (whom, with 2A 


modeſty that would do honour to Mr. Rigby, you are pleaſed 
to call your anceſtor) to one of his baſtards, (from whom J make 


no doubt of your deſcent), the e of the timber is veſted 


in the ranger. I have examined the original grant; and, now 
in the face of the public, contradict you directly upon the fact. 
The very reverſe of what you have aſſerted upon your honour 
is the truth. The grant, expreſsly, and by a particular clauſe, re- 
ſerves the property of the timber for the uſe of the Crown,.— 
In ſpite of this evidence, in defiance of the repreſentations of 
the admiralty, -in perfect mockery of the notorious diſtreſſes of 
the Engiſh navy, and thoſe equally preſſing and almoſt equally 
notorious neceſſities of your pious Sovereign, —here the matter 
reſts, The Lords of the Treaſury recall their warrant ;—the 
deputy-ſurveyor is ruined for doing his duty: — Mr. John Pitt 
(whole name I ſuppoſe is offenſive to you) ſubmits to be brow- 


beaten and inſulted ;—the oaks keep their ground ;—the King 


is defraurled, and the navy of England may periſh for want of 
the beſt and fine ſt timber in the ifland, And all this is ſubmit- 


ed to to appeaſe the Duke of Grafton !—to gratify the man 


who has involved the King and his kingdom in confuſion and 


diſtreſs, and who, like a treacherous coward deleried his 


Sovereign in the midſt of it! 


quence of this report, the 
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here has been a ſtrange alteration: in your doEtrines,: ſinte 
you thought it adyiſeable: to rob the; Duke of Portland of this 
property, in order to ſtrengthen; the intereſt of Lord Bute's ſon- 
in-law before the laſt general election, Nullum tempus octurrit 
7egt, was then your boaſted motto, and the cry of all your hun. 


gry partiſans, Now; it ſeems, a grant of Charles the Second 
to one of his baſtards, is to be held: facred and inviolable ? It 
mult not be queſtioned by the King's ſervants, nor ſubmitted to 


any interpretation but your own.——My Lord, this was not the 
language you held, when it ſuited you to inſult the memory of 
the glorious deliverer of England from that deteſted family, to 
which you are ſtill more nearly allied in principle than in blood, 
In the name of decency and common ſenſe, what are your 
 _ Grace's. merits, either with King or miniſtry, that ſhould en- 

title you to aſſume his domineering authority over both !—ls it 


the fortunate conſanguinity you claim with the houſe of Stuart? 


Als it the ſecret correſpondence you have for ſo many years 
carried on with Lord Bute, by the affidious aſſiſtance of your 
cream coloured paraſite ? Could not your gallantry find ſufficient 
employment for him in thoſe gentle offices by which he firſt ac- 
quired the tender friendſhip of Lord Barrington? Or, is it only 
that wonderful ſympathy ef manners whichſubſiſts between your 
| Grace and one ot your ſuperiors, and does ſo much honour to 
vou both, is the union of Blifil and Black George no longer a 
r0mance p from whatever origin your influence in this country 
ar. ſcs, it is a phenomenon in the hiſtory of human virtue and 
ur: dei ſtanding, Good men can hardly believe the fact. 
Miſe men ate unable to account for it. Religious men hnd 
ext ciſe for their faith; and make it the laſt effort of their 
piety, not to repine againſt Providence, JUNIUS, 
LETTER TLVIIII. 

. ADDRESSED TO THE LIVERY OF LONDON, 
GinTizMin,, | G geßt. JO, 1771 
FF you alone were concerned in the event of the, preſent elec- 
tion of a chief magilitate of the metropolis, it would be the 
higheſt preſumption in a ſtranger to attempt to influence your 
choice, or even to offer you his opinion. But the ſituation of 
public affairs his annexed an extraordinary importance to your 
reſolutions. You cannot in the choice of your magiſtrate, 
determine for yourſelves only, You are going to determine upon 
a point in which every member of the community is intereſted, 
1 will rot ſcruple to ſay, that the very being of that law, of 
that right, of that conſtitution, for which we have been ſo long 
contending, is now at ſtake, 1hey who would enſnare your 
judgment tell you, it is a common ordinary caſe, and to be de- 
cided by ordinary precedent and practice. They artfully con- 
clude from moderate peaceable times, to times which are not 
| | moderate, 


moderate, and which ought not to be peaceable. While they ſo- 


licit your favour, they inſiſt upon a rule of rotation Which ex- 


cludes all idea of election. | 
Let me be honoured with a few minutes of your attention, The 
queſtion, to thoſe who mean fairly to the liberty of the people, 


(which we all profeſs to have in view), lies within a very nar- 


row compaſs, Do you mean to deſert that juſt and honourabls 
ſyſtem of meaſures which you have hitherto purſued, in hopes 
of obtaining from parliament, or fiom the Crown, a full te- 
dreſs of paſt grieyances, and a ſecurity for the future? Do you 
think the cauſe deſperate, and will you declare that you think 
fo to the whole people of England? If this be your meaning 
and opinion, you will act conſiſtently with it in choofing Mr, 
Vai. I profeſs to be unacquainted with his private character. 
But he has acted as a magiſttate.—as a public man. — As ſuch L 
ſpeak of him.] ſee his name in a proteſt againſt one of your 


remonſtrances to the Crown,—He has done every thing in his 
ower to deſtioy the freedom of popular elections in the city, 
by publiſhing the poll upon a former occaſion ; and I know in 
Nos diſtinguiſhed himſelf, by lighting and 
tawarting all thoſe public meaſures which you have engaged in 


general, that he 


with the greateit warmth, .and hitherto thought moſt worthy 
of your approbation, From his paſt conduct, what concluſion 
will you draw, but that he will att the ſame part as Lord Mayor, 
which he has invariably acted as Alderman and Sheriff? He can- 


not alter his conduct, without conleſfing, that he never ated 


upon principle of any kind. I ſhould be ſorry to injure the 
chatafter of a man, who perhaps, may be honeſt in tus inten- 
tion, by ſuppofing it pofible that he can ever concur with you 
in anv political meaſure or opinion. + 
If, on the other hand, you mean to perſevere in thoſe reſo. 
lutions for the public good, which, though not wade + ſucceſs- 
ful, are always honourable, your choice will naturally incline 
to th ole men who (whateveft they be in other reſpetts) are moſt 
likely to co-operate with you in the great purpoſes which you 
are determined not to relinquiſh :—— The queſtion is not, of 


what metal your inſtruments are made, but whether they are adapted 


to the work you have in hand, i he honours of the city, in theſe times, 
are improperly, becauſe excluſively called a reward. You mean not 
merely to pay, but to employ, Are Mr. Cray and Mr, Sawbridge 


likely to execute the extraordinary as well as the ordinary du- 


ties of Lord Mayor? Will they grant you common halls when 

It ſhall be neceſſary? Will they go up with remonſtrances to 
the Ring? Have they firmneſs enough to meet the fury of à 
venal Houſe of Commons? Have they fortitude enough not 
to ſhrink at impriſonment? Have they ſpirit enough to hazard 
their lives and fortunes in a conteſt, if it ſhould be neceſſary, 
with aproſtituted Legiſlature ?—lt theſe queſtions can fairly be 


an{wered in the affirmative, your choice is made. Forgive this 


pallionate 


py <PRn 
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paſſionate language. I am unable to corre it -The ſubjedt 
comes home to us all-—lt is the language of my heart. | 
: „ | JUNIUS 


LS 4-158 LI1X;:: 
'TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 


* 


Six, 3 Oct. 5, 1771, 
N? man laments more ſincerely than I do, the unhappy dif- 
V ferences which have ariſen among the friends of the peo- 
ple, and divided them from each other. The cauſe undoubt- 
edly ſuffers as well by the diminution of that ſtrength which 
union Carries along with it, as by the ſeparate loſs of perſonal 
reputation which every man ſultains when his character and 
conduct are frequently held forth in odious or contemptible 
colours, Theſe differences are only advantageous to the com- 
mon enemy of the country.—-The hearty friends of the cauſe are 
provoked and diſguſted, | 
felf of any pretence to relapſe into that indolent indifference 
about every thing that ought to intereſt an Engliſhman, ſo un- 
juſtly dignified with the title of moderation. The falſe, inſi- 
dious partiſan, who creates or foments the diſorder, ſees the 
fruit of his diſhoneſt induſtry ripen beyond his hopes, and re- 


Joices in the promiſe of a banquet, only delicious to ſuch an 


appetite as his own, It is time for thoſe who really mean the 
Cauſe and the People; who have no view to private advantage, 
and who have virtue enough to prefer the general good of the 
community to the gratification of Pete animoſities—it is 

time for ſuch men to interpoſe. Let us try whether theſe fatal 
diſſenſions may not be reconciled; or, if that be impracticable, 
let us guard at leaſt againſt the worſt effects of diviſion, and en- 
deavour to perſuade theſe furious partiſans, if they will not 
conſent to draw together, to be ſeparately uſeful to that cauſe 

which they all pretend to be attached to. Honour and honeſty 
must not be renounced, although a thouſend modes of right and 


wrong were to occupy the degrees of morality betweea Zeno 


and Epicurus. The fundamental principles of Chriſtianity may 
ſtill be preſerved, though every zealous ſectary adheres to his 
own excluſive doctrine, and pious eccleſiaſtics make it part of 
their religion to perſecute one another, The civil conſtitution 
too, that legal liberty, that general creed which every Engliſh- 


man profeſſes, may ſtill be ſupported, though Wilkes and Horne 
and Townſhend and Sawbridge, ſhould obſtinately refuſe to 


communicate; and even if the fathers of the church, if Savile, 
Richmond, Cambden, Rockingham, and Chatham, ſhould diſ- 

agree in the ceremonies of their political worſhip, and even in 
the interpretation of twenty texts in Magna Charta, I ſpeak 


to the people, as one of the people. Let us employ theſe men 


in whatever departments their various abilities are beſt ſuited 
| . | | | 5 to, 


The lukewarm advocate avails him 
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to, and as much to the advantage of the common cauſe as their 
different inclinations will permit. They cannot ſerve us, with- 
out effentially ſerving themſelves, IS | 

If Mr. Naſh be elected, he will hardly venture, after ſo re- 
cent a maik of the perſonal eſteem of his fellow-citizens, to 
declare himſelf immediately a courtier. The ſpirit and activity 
of the ſheriffs, will I hope, be ſufficient to counteract any ſiniſ- 
ter intentions of the Lor Mayor. In colliſion with Heir virtue, 
perhaps he may take fre. 0 | 

It is not neceſſary to exact from Mr, Wilkes the virtues of a 
Stoicx. They were inconſiſtent with themſelves, who almoſt. 
at the ſame moment, rep:+ſ{ented him as the baſeſt of mankind, 
| yet ſeemed to expect from him ſuch inſtances of fortitude and 
ſelf denial, as would do honbur to an apoſtle, It is not how- 
ever flattery to ſay, that he is obſtinate, intrepid, and fertile in 
expedients. That he has no poſſible reſource, but in the pub- 
lic favour, is, in my judgment, a conſiderable recommendation 
of him. 1 wiſh that every man who pretended to popularity 
werc in the ſame predicament, . I wiſh that a retreat to St. 
James's were not ſo ealy and open as patriots have found it, 
To Mr. Wilkes there is no accels. However he may be miſled 
by paſſion or imprudence, | think he cannot be guilty of a de- 
libcrate treachery to the public The favour of his country 
connitutes the ſhield which defends him againſt a thouſand 
dagger-, Deſertion would difarm him. Ts - 

can more readily admire the liberal ſpirit and integrity, than 
the ſound judgment of any man who prefers a republican form 
of government, in this or any other empire of equal extent, to 
a mo: archy lo qualified and limited as ours. I am convinced, 
that neither is it in theory the wiſeſt ſyſtem of government, nor 
pratticable in this country. Yet, though 1 hope the Engliſh 
conſtitution will for ever preſerve its original monarchical form, 
I woul heve the manners of the people purely and ſtrictly re- 
publican, I do not mean th@licentious ſpirit of anarchy and 
riot, I mean a general attachment to the common weal, diſtinct 
from any partial a tachmen to perſons or families; an implicit 
ſubmiſſion to the laws only, and an affeRion to the magiltrate, 
proportioned to the integrity and witdom with which he dif. 
tributes juſtice to his people, and adminiſters their affairs. The 
preſent habit of our political body appears to me the very re- 
verſe of what it oug'it to be. Ihe form of the conſtitution: 
leans rather more than enough to the popular branch; while, 
in effect, the manners of the people (of thoſe at leaſt who are 
likely to take alead in the country), incline too generally to a 
dependence upon the crown. Ihe real friends of arbitrar 
power combine the facts, and are not inconſiſtent with their 
principles when they ſtrenuouſly ſupport the unwarrantable 
privileges aſſumed by the Houle of Commons. In theſe circum. 
ſtances, it were much to be deſired, that we had many ſuch men 
as Mr, Sawbridge to repreſent us in parliament, I ſpeak from 
5 i common 
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common teport and opinion only, when I impute to him a {ps 

_ culative prediliction in favour of a republic. Ia the perſony 
conduct and manners of the man, I cannot be miſt:ker, He 
has ſhewn himſelf. poſſeſſed of that republican firmneſs which 
the times require; and by which an Engliſh gentleman may be 
as uſefully and as honourably diſt:nguiſhed, as any. citizen d clude 
- ancient Rome, of Athens. or Lacedæmõ n. | 3 
Mr. Townſhend complains, that the public gratitude has na been! 
been anſwerable to his deſerts.—It is not diff ult t- trace the ed th. 
artiſiees, which have ſuggefted to him a language ſo unworthy af atten 
his underſtanding. A great man commands the affectiom articl 
of the people - A prudent man does not complain when he Engle 
has loſt them. Yet they are far from being loſt to Mr, Town I right. 
fhend. He has treated our opinion a little too cavalierlv. A weig 
young man is apt to rely too confidently upon himſelf, to be af to th 
attentive to his miſtreis, as a polite and paſſion te lover ought draw 
to be, Perhaps he found her at firit too eaſy a conqueſt. Yet, I be er 

I fancy ſhe will be ready to receive him whenever he thinks caſe 
proper to renew his addreſſes. With all his youth, his ſpint gene 
and his appearance, it would be indecent in the lady to ſolicit I our 
his return, ” . 2. 
I have too muc'i reſpect for the abilities of Mr. Horne, to bis. 
flatter myſelf that theſe gentlemen will ever be cordially re- tat» 
united. It is not however, unreaſonable to expect, that each that 
of them ſhould act his ſeparate part with honour and integrity to can 
the public. As for differences of opinion upon ſpeculaive MW Pur 
queſtions, if we wait until they are reconciled, the action of ee 
Human affairs muſt be ſuſpended for ever. But neither are ve tha 
10 look for perfection in any one man, nor for agreement among bor 
many. When Lord Chatham affirms, that the authority of the | 
Britiſh legiſlature is not ſupreme over the colonies in the ſame I of 
ſenſe in which it is ſupreme over Great Britain ;—when Lord Lo 
Cambden ſuppoſes a neceſſity, (which the King is to judge of), the 
and founded upon that neceſſity, attributes to the crown a legal lit 
power (not given by the ect itſelf) to ſuſpend the operation of fo 
an act of the legiſlature, I liſten to them both with diffidence to 
and reſpe&, but without the ſmalleſt degree of convittion or te 
aſſent. Yet, I doubt not, they delivered their real ſentiments; a 
nor ought they io be haſtily condemned. I foo have a claim to "M 


the candid interpretation of my country, when 1 acknowledge bi 
an involuntary compulſive aſſent to one very unpopular opini- WW ® 
on. I lament the unhappy neceſlity, whenever it ariles, of ke 
providing for the ſafety of the ſlate, by a temporary invaſion h 
of the perſonal liberty of the ſubject, Would to God it were be 
33 to reconcile theſe important objects, in every poſſi - . 


dle ſituation of public affairs! I regard the legal liberty oi the 4 
meaneſt man in Britain as much as my own, and would de- 6 
fend it with the ſame zeal. I know we mult ſtand or fall to- j 
gether, But 1 never can doubt that the community has a right : 
| | | to 
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to command, as well as to purchaſe the fervice of its members, 
I ſee that right found ed originally upon a neceſſity which fuper- 
cedes all argument, I ſee it eſtabliſhed by ufage immemorial, 
and admitted by more than a tacit affent of the legiflature. I con- 


clude there is no remedy, in the nature of things, for the griev= _ 


ance complained of: for if there were, it mult long fince have 

deer: redrefled, Though numberleſs opportunities have preſent- 
ed themſelves highly favourable to public liberty, no ſucceſsful 
attempt has ever been made for the relief of the ſubject in this 
article. Vet it has been felt and complained of ever ſines 
England had a navy. The conditions which conſtitute this 

right, muſt heut ken together. Separately, they have little 
weight. It is not fair to argue, from any abuſe in the execution, 
to the illegality of the power; much lef* is a concluſion to be 

drawn from the navy to the land ſervice. A ſeaman can never 
be emploved but againſt the enemies of his country. The only 
caſe in which the King can have a right to arm his ſubjetts in 
generel, is that of a foreign force being actually landed upon 
our coaſt, Whenever that caſe happens, no true Englifhman 
will enquire whether the king's right to compel him to defend 
his country, be the cuſtom of England, or a grant of the legiſl. 
tature- With regard to the preſs for ſeamen, it does not follow 

that the ſymptoms may not be ſoftened. although the aiſtemper 


| cannot be cured. Let bounties be increaſed as far as the public 


purſe can ſupport them, Still they have a Init; and when 
every reaſonable expence is incurred, it will be found, in fact, 
that the ſpur of the preſs is wanted to give operation to the 
bounty. 5 . | {Lg TE 
Upon the whole, I never had a doubt abt the ſtrict right 


.of preſſing, until I heard that Lord Mansfield had applauded. 


Lord Chatham for delivering ſomething like this doctrine in 
the Houſe of Lords. That conſideration ſtaggered me not a 
little. But, upon reflection, his conduct accounts naturally 
for itſelf, He kne:s the doctrine was anpopular, and was eager 
to hx it upon the man who is the firſt object of his fear and de- 
teſtation, The cunning Scotchman never ſpeaks truth without 


a fraudulent deſign, In council he generally affects to take a 
moderate part, Beſides his natural timidity, it makes part of 
his F plan, never to be known to recommend violent 
mea 


ures, When the guards are called forth to murder their 
fellow-ſubjeAs, it is not by the oſtenſible advice of Lord Mans- 
field, That odious office, his prudence tells him is better left 
to ſuch men as Gower and Weymouth, as Barringtonjand Grafton, 
Lord Hillſborough wiſely confines kis firmneſs to the diſtant 
Americans: — The deſigns of Mansfield are more ſubtile, more 
offectual and ſecure, —Who attacks the liberty of the preſs ?— 
Lord Mansfield. What invades the conſtitutional power of 
juries? —Lord Mansfield. What judge ever challenged a jury- 


man but Lord Mansfield? Who was that judge, who to fave the 


king's 
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king's brother, affirmed that a man of the firſt rank and quality, 
who obtains a verditt in a ſuit for criminal converſation, is en. 
titled to no greater damages than the meaneſt mechanick? 
Lord Mansfield.— Who is it makes commiſſioners of the pre 
ſeal ?-Lord Mansfield, —— Who is it forms a decree for thoſe 
commiſſioners, deciding againſt Lord Chatham, and afterward; 
(finding himſelf oppoſed by the judges) declares in parliament 
that he never had a doubt that the law was in dire& oppoſition 
to that decree ?—Lord Mansfield. Who is he that has made it 
the ſtudy and practice of his life to undermine and alter the 
whole ſyſtem of juriſprudence in the Court of King's Bench? 
Lord Mansfield. — There never exiſted a man but himſelf, who 
| anſwered exactly to ſo complicatad a delciiption. Compared 
to theſe enormities, his original attachment to the Pretender, 
(to whom his dearest brother was confidential ſecretary) is 3 
virtue of the first magnitude. But the hour of impeachment 
will come, and neither he nor Grafton ſhail eſcape me. Now 
let them make common cauſe against Englend and the Houſe of 
Hanover. A Stuart and a Murray ſhould ſympathiſe with each 

. „ e 

When refer to ſignal inſtanees of unpopular opinions deli. 
vered and mainteined by men who may well be ſuppoled to 
have no view but the public good, | do not mean to renew the 
diſcuſſion of ſuch opinions. I ſhould be ſorry to revive the 
dormant queſtions of Stamp-att. Corn hill, or Preſs-warrants. 1 
mean only to illuſtrate one uſeful propoſition, which it is the 
intention of this paper to inculcate ;— That we ſhould not generally 
reject the friendſhip or ſervices of any man vecauſe he differs from us 
in a particular opinton, 
tion, if we obſerve the ordinary condutt of mankind, In pub- 
lic affairs there is the leaſt chance of a perfect concurrence of 
ſentiment or inclination, Yet every man is able to contribute 
ſomething to the common ſtock, and no man's contribution 
ſhould be rejected. If individuals have no virtues, their vices 
may be of 4; to us, I care not with what principle the new 
born patriot is animated, if the matures he ſupports are bene— 
ficial to the community. The nation is intereſted in his conduct. 
His motives are his own. The properties of a patriot are pe- 
riſhable in the individual; but there is a quick ſucc: fſion of 
ſubjects, and the breed is worth preſerving, The ſpirit of the 
Americans may be an uſeful example to us, Our dogs and 
| horſes are only Engliſh upon Engliſh ground; but patriotiſm, 
it ſeems, may be improved by trau{planting, I will not rej<& 
a bill which tends to confine parliamentary privilege within 
reaſonable bounds, though it ſhould be ſtolen from the houſe 
of Cavendiſh, and introduced by Mr. Onſlow, The features of 
the infant are a proof of the deſcent and vindicate the noble 
birth from the baſeneſs of the adoption. I willingly accept of 
a ſarcalm from Colonel Barre, or a fimile from Mr. Burke. ven 
tre | | RL” 


- 


his will not appear a ſuperfluous cau- 
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the ſilent vote of Mr. Calcraſt is worth reckoning in a diviſion. 
What though he riots in the plunder of the army, and has only 
determined to be a patriot when he could not be a peer? Let 
us profit by the aſſiſtance of ſuch men while they are with us, 
and place them, if it be poſſible, in the poſt of danger to pre- 
vent deſertion. The wary Wedderburne. the pompous Suffolk, 
never threw away the ſcabbard, nor even. went upon a forlorn 
hope. They always treated the King's ſervants as men, with 
whom, ſometime or other, they might poſſibly be in friendſhip. 
When a man who ſtands forth for the public, has gone that 
length from which there is no practicable retreat. When he has 
given that kind of perſonal offence which a pious monarch ne- 
ver pardons, I then begin to think him in earneſt. and that he 
never will have occaſion to ſolicit the forgiveneſs of his country. 
But inſtances of a determination ſo entire and unreſerved are 
rarely met with, — let us take mankind as they are, Let us 
diſtribute the virtues and abilities of individuals, according to 
the offices they affect; and, when they quit the ſervice, let us 
endeavour to ſupply their places with better men than we have 
loſt, In this country, there are always candidates enough fa 
popular favour. The temple of fame is the ſhorteſt paſſage to 
riches and prefermedt., of ot hy dint HEH e 
Above all things, let me guard my countrymen againſt the 

meannels and folly of accepting of a trifling or moderate com- 


penſation for extraordinary and eſſential injuries. Our enemies 


treat us as the cunning trader does the unſkilſul Indian. They 
magnify their generoſity, when they give us baubles of little 
proportionate value for ivory and gold. The ſame Houſe of 
Commons who robbed the conſtituent body of their right of free 
elettion, who preſumed to make a law, under pretence of de- 
claring it; who paid our gocd king's debts, without once eu- 
quiring how they were incurred, who gave thanks for repeated 
murders committed at home, and for national infamy incurred 
abroad; who ſcreened Mrnsfreld, who impriſoned the magiſ- 
trates of the metropolis for aſſerting the ſubject's right to the pro- 
tection of the laws; who eraſed a judicial record, and ordered 
ell proceedings in a criminal ſuit to be ſuſpended this very 
| Houle of Commons have graciouſly conſented, that their own 
members may be compelled to pay their debts, and that conteſted 
elections ſhall, for the future, be determined with ſome decent 
regard to the merits of the caſe. The event of the ſuit is of no 
conſequence to the Crown, , While parliaments are ſeptennial, 
the purchaſe of the ſitting member, or of the petitioner, makes 
but the difference of a diy. Conceſſions ſuch as theſe, are of 
little moment to the ſum of things; unleſs it be to prove that the 
worſt of men are ſenſible of the injuries they have done us, and 
perhaps to demonſtrate to us the imminent danger of our fitu- 
ation, In the ſhipwreck of the {tate, trifles float and are pre- 
ſerved; while every thing ſolid and valuable ſinks to the bot- 
tom, and is loſt for ever. | __ JUNIUS. 
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N | | 1 Oct. 15, 1771, 
1 Am convinced that Junius is incapable of wilfully miſrepre. 
1 fenting any man's opinion, and that his inclination leads him 
to treat Lord Cambden with particular candour and reſpe&, The 
doctrine attributed to him by Junius, as far as it goes, correl. 
Ponds with that ſtated by your correſpondent Scævola, who ſeems 
o make a diſtinction without a difference, Lord Cambden, it is 

agreed, did certainly maintain, that, in the receſs of parliament, the 
King (by which we all mean the King in council, or the executive 
power) might ſuſpend the operation of an act of the legiſlature; 
and he founded his doctrine upon a ſupooſed neceſſity, of which 
the King, in the firſt inſtance, muſt be judge. The Lords and 
Commons cannot be fir a of it 1n the firl inſtance, for they 
do not exiſt——Thus far Furius, e 

But, ſays Scævola, Lord Cambden made parliament and not the 
King. judges of the neceſſity. That parliament may review the 
acts of miniſters, is unque ſtionable; but there is a wide dif- 
ference between ſaying, that the Crown has a legal power, 
and that miniſters may act at their peril, When we lay, that an 
a is illegal, we mean that it is forbidden by a joint reſolution of 
the three eſtates. How a ſubſequent reſolution of two of thoſe 
branches can make it legal, ab initio, will require explanation, 
If it could, the conſqeuence would be truly dreadful, eſpecially 
in theſe times. There is no act of arbitrary power -which the 
King might not attribute to necefſity, and for which he would 
not be ſecure of obtaining the approbation of his proſtituted 
Lords and Commons. If Lord Cambden admits, that the ſubſe- 
quent ſanction of parliament was necellary to make the procla- 
mation legal, why did he ſo obſtinately oppoſe the bill, which 
vas ſoon after brought in for indemnifying all thoſe perſons 
who had acted under it If that bill had not been paſſed, I 
am ready to maintain, in direct contradiction to Lord Cambden's 


doctrine (taken as Scævola ſtates it,) that a litigious exporter of 


corn, who had ſuffered in his property, in conſequenee of the 

22 might have laid his action againſt the cuſtom- 
houſe - officers, and would infallibly have recovered damages. 
No jury could refuſe them: and if |, who am by no means li- 
tigious, had been ſo injured, I would aſſuredly have inſtituted 
a ſuit in Weſtminſter-hall, on purpoſe to try the queltion” of 
right. I would have done it upon a principle of defiance of 


the pretended power of either or both Houſes to make declara- 


tions inconfiſtent with law; and l have no doubt, that, with an 
att of parliament on my fide, I ſhould have been too ſtrong for 

them all. This is the way in which an Ergliſhman ſhould 

ſpeak and act; and not ſuffer dangerous precedents to be eſtab- 
liſhed, be cauſe the circumſtances are favourable or ane, 
| | | | 1 
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- With regard to Lord Cambden, the truth is, that he inad- 
vertautly overſhot himſelf, as appears plainly by that unguarded 
mention of a' tyranny of forty days, which]. myfelf.heard. In- 
| ſtead of afſerting, that the proclamation was legal, he ſhould have 
aid, „ My Lords, 1 know the proclamation was gef: but 7 
« adviſed it, becauſe it was indiſpenſibly negeſſary to ſave the 
& kingdom from famine; and I ſubmit myſelf to the juſtice and 


22 


i merey of my country.” fy EE. 07 6 ae - 

Buch language as this would have been manly; rational and 
confiſtent : —not unfit for a lawyer, and every way worthy of a 
great nan. P 1HILO JUNIUS» 
H. S. If Scavola ſhould think proper to write again upon this 
ſubject, 7 beg of him to give me a direct anf wer, that is, a plain 
affirmative or negative, to the following queſtions.— In the 
interval between the publiſhing of ſuch a proclamation (or or- 
der of council) as that in queſtion, and its receiving the ſanction 
of the two- Houſes. of what nature is it? Is it legal or illegal ? 
Or, is it neither one nor. the other? I mean to be candid, and 

| will point out to him the conſequence. of his anſwer either ways 
Wit be legal, it wants no farther ſanction; if it be illegal, the 
fubjett is not bound to obey it; conſequently, it is an uſeleſs, 
nugatory act, even as to its declared purpoſe. Before the meet« - 
ing of parliament, the whole miſchief which it means to prevent, 
will have been compleated. 4 330990 eee nes 
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Junius did not lay that Lord Mans field had adviſed the calling 
aut of the guards. On the contrary his plain meaning is, chat 
he left that odious office to men leſs cunning, than himſelf, 

Whether Lord Mansfield's doctrine concerning lübels be or not 
an attack upon the liberty of the preſs, is a Queſtion which the 

public in general are very well able to determine. I. ſhall not 
enter into it. at preſent. Nor do I think-it. neceſſary to ſay: 
much to a man, who hud the dating confidence to ſay to ajuryy 
Gentlemen, you are to bring in a verditt guilty or not gaihy; 

« but whether the defendant be guilty or innocent, is not wat- 
« ter for your canfideration.” Clothe it in what language you 
will, this is the fum-total-of Lord Mansfield's-doftrine, If not 
let Zeno ſhew us the difference, 1 OY 4 

But it ſeems, | the liberty of the preſs may be abuſed, and the:abuſe 
of a valuable privilege is the certain means to loſe it. The- firſt b ad- 
mit; — but let the abuſe be ſubmitted to a jury; a ſufficient, and 
indeed the only legal and conſtitutional check upon the licence 
of the preſs. The ſecond I flatly deny. In direct contradiftion/ 
to Lord Mansfield, 7 affirm that „ the abuſe of a valuable pri- 
& vilege is not the certain means to loſe it.“ If x were, the Eng- 
liſh nation would haye few privileges left; for, where is the 
privilege that has not, at one time or other been abuſed by in- 
dividuals ? But it is falſe in reafon and equity, that particular 
abuſes ſhould produce a general forfeiture. Shall the commu- 
| nity be deprived of the protection of the laws, becaule 
there are robbers and murderers? Shall the community be 
puniſhed, becauſe individuals have offended? Lord Mans- 
Held ſays ſo, conſiſtently enough with his principles; hub [ 
| wonder to find, him ſo explicit, Yet for one confeſſion,  how- 
ever extorted, I confeſs myſelf obliged to him :—The liberty.of 

the preſs is, after all, a valuable privilege, I agree with him molt 

| heartily, and will defend it againſt him. E 


+ #® 


You aſk me what juryman was challenged by Lord Mansfield, 
IE tell you his name is Benſon. When his name was called, 
Lord Mansfield ordered the clerk to paſs him by. As for his 
reaſons, you may aſk himfelf, for he aſſigned none: but I can 
tell you what all men thought of it. This Benſon had been fe- 
fraftory upon a former jury, and would not accept of the law 
as delivered by Lord Mansfield; but had the impudence to pre- 
tend to think for himſelf.— But you, it ſeems, honeſt Zeno, 
know nothing of the matter. You never read Funzus's letter 
to your patron : You never heard of the intended inſtruftions 
from the city to impeach Lord Mansfield ; You never heard by 
what dexterit, of Mr. Paterſon that mealure was prevented.— 
How wonderfully ill ſome people are informed? 1 
Junius did never affirm, that the crime of ſeducing the wife of 
a mechanic or a peer, is not the ſame, taken in a moral or reli 
gious view. What he affirmed, in contradiftion to the levelling 
principle ſo lately adopted by Lord Mansfeld, was, that the da- 
mages ſhould be proporizoned to the rant and fortune of the Parties 4 
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and for this plain reaſon (admitted by every other judge that 
ever ſat in Weſtminſter- hall), becauſe, what is a compenſation or 
penalty to one man, is not to another, The ſophiſtical diſtinction 
you attempt to draw between the perſon injured and the perſon 
injuring, is Mansfield all over, If you can once eſtabliſh the 
propokition, that the injured party is not entitled to receive large 
damages, it follows pretty plainly, that the party injuring ſhould 
not be compelled to pay them; conſequently the King's brother 
15 effectually ſcreened by Lord Mansfrel1's doctrine. Your 1e- 
ference to Nathan and David comes naturally in aid of your pa- 
tron's profeſſed ſyſtem of juriſprudence. He is fond of intro- 
ducing into the court of King's Bench any law tha: contradicts or 
excludes the common la » of England ;.'whether,it be canon ci- 
vil, jus gentium, or levitical. But, Sir, the Bible is the code of 
our religious faith, not of our municipal qurif; rudence; and 
though. it was the pleaſure of God to inflict a particular puniſn- 
ment upon David's crime (taken as a breach of the divine com- 
mands), and to ſend his ꝓrophet to denounce it, an Engliſh jury 
have nothing to do either with David or the prophet. They 
con ſider the crime only as it is a breach of order, an injury to 
an individual, and an offence to ſociety, and they judge of it oy 
certain poſitive rules of law, or by the practice of their ance 
tors. Upofi the whole, the man -after God's own heart is much 
indebted to you for comparing him to the Duke of Cumberland. 
That his Royal Highneſs may be the man after Lord Mansfeeld's 
own heart, ſeems much more probable ; and you, I think, Mr: 
:Zeno, might ſucceed tolerably well in the character of Nathan, 
Ihe evil deity, the prophet, and the royal ſinner, would be 
very proper companꝝ for one another. Bu 
\. You ſay, Lord Mansfield did, not make the commiſſioners of 
the Great Seal, and that he only adviſed the King to appoint, 
I believe Junius meant no more; and the diſtinction is hardly 
worth diſputing. ab: EO CE TEL. | 
Lou ſay he did not deliver an opinion upon Lord Chatham's 
appeal. I aſſirm that he did directly in favour-of the appeal. — 
| This is a point of fact, to be determined by evidence only. But 
vou aſſign no reaſon for his ſuppoſed ſilence, nor for . deſiring 
a conferrence with the judges the day before. as not all 
' Weſtminſter-hall convinced that he did it with a view to puz- 
z\e them with ſome {perplexing queſtion and in hopes of bring- 
ing {ome of them over to him? i ou ſay the commiſſioners were 
very capable of framing a decree for themſelves, By the fact, it only 
appears, that they were capable of framing an illegal one; which 
1 apprehend, is not much to the credit either of their learning 
Or Integrity. ; T 7115 * * | 1 ; 4 f 
We are both agreed, that Lord Mansfield has inceſſantly la- 
boured to introduce new- modes of proceeding in the court 
where he preſides ; but you attribute it to an honeſt zeal in be- 
half of innocence, oppreſſed by quibble and chicane. I ſay 
that he has ors new law too, and removed the 1 
| TM eltab. 


174 e 
eſtabliſhed by former deciſions. 1 ſay that his vie w is, to 


Change a court of common law into a court of equity, and to 


bring every thing within the arbitrium of a pretorian court. The in a 
public mult determine bet ween us. But now for his menits: Firſt, terpe 
then, the eſtabliſhment of the judges in their places for life, in ar 
(which you tell us was advifed by Lord Mansfield, ) was a con- freq! 
ce ſſion merely to catch the people. It bore the appearance of a are 
royal bounty, but had nothing real in it, The juuges were al- char 
ready for life, excepting in the caſe of a demiſe. Your boaſted he h 


_ bill only provides, that it ſhall not be in the power of the King's If ye 
fuceeſſor to remove them. At the beft, therefore, it is only a aſhf 
legacy, not a gift on the part of his preſent Majeſty, ſince for the | 
| himſelf he gives up nothing: That he did oppoſe Lord Cambden let! 
and Lord Northington upon the proclamation againſt the expor- leaſt 
tation of corn, is moſt true, and with great ability. With his of a 
talents, and taking the right ſide of ſo clear a queſtion, it was rath 
zmpoſſible to ſpeak il}, His moti ves are not ſo eaſily penetrated. T men 
They whoare acquainted with the ſtate of politics at that pores * 
will judge of them, ſomewhat differently from Zeno. Of the diff 
popular bills, which you ſay he ſupported in the houſe of Lords, t f 
the moſt material is unqueſtionably that of Mr. Grenville for de- A 
eiding conteſted elections. But I ſhould be glad to know upon peac 
what poſſible pretence any member of the upper Houſe could yon 
oppoſe ſuch a bill after it had paſſed the hon of Commons ?—I do W He 
not pretend to know what ſhare he had in promoting the other att, 
two bills; but I am ready to give him all the credit you deſire, Por. 
Still you will find, that a whole life of deliberate iniquity is ill 
atoned for, by deing now and then a laudable action, upon a 
mixed or doubtful prineiple.—If it be ugworthy of him, thus 
ungratefully teated! to labour any longer for the public, in 
God's name let him retire, His brother's patron (whoſe health 
he once was anxious for) is dead; but the fon of that unfortu- 


nate prince ſurvives, and, 1 dare fav, will be ready to receive mai 
him. 5 e 70-1455 eres. for 
59 — . © nc-oees 0 Hp BAR ee J 
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TO AN ADVOCATE IN rut cabsE or THE PEOPLE 3 
„ n SLA INY OR. 18, 1774, Fo 
VO do not treat Junius fairly. You would not have con- rel 
demned him ſo haſtily, if you had ever 1ead Judge Foſter,s or 
argument upon the legality of preſſing leamen, A man who has are 
not read that argument, is not qualihed to ſpeak accurately upon of 
the ſubject. In anſwer to ſtrong facts and fair reaſoning, you K 
produce nothing but a vague compariſon between two things th 
- which have little or no reſemblance to each other. General 60 
Warrants, it is true, had been often iſlued; but they had never « 
been regularly queſtioned or reſiſted until the cafe of Mr, I ilkes. pr 


Ke brought them to trial; aud the moment they were ied 
— 5 thay 


they were declared illegal. This is not the caſe of Prefs-War« 
rants. They have been complained of, queſtioned and reſiſted 
| in a thouſand inſtances ; but till the legiſlature have never in- 
terpoſed, nor has there ever been a formal decifion againſt them 
in any of the ſuperior courts, On the contrary, they have been 
| frequently recognized and admitted by parliament ; and there 
are judicial opinions given in their favour, by judges of the firſt 
character. Under the various circumſtances ſtated by Juniut, 


If you have a good one to propole, you may depend upon the 
aſſi ſtance and ebe of Fan. The Mag ite 7 
the liberty of the individual, deſerves to be commended. But 
let him remember, that it is alſo his duty to provide for, or at 
leaſt not to hazard, the ſafety of the community, If in the cafe 
of a foreign war and the expeQation of an invaſion, you would 
rather keep fleet in harbour, than man it by preſſing ſea- 
men who refuſe the bounty, 1 have done, _ 3 
Lou talk of diſbanding the army with wonderful eaſe and in- 


difference. If a wiſer man held ſuch language I ſhould be apt 


to ſuſpect his ſincerity. : . 
As for keeping * a much greater number of ſeamen in time of 
peace, it is not to be done. You will oppreſs the merchant, 
yon will diſtreſs trade and deſtroy the nurſery of your ſeamen, 
| He muſt be a miſerable ſtateſman who voluntarily, by the ſame 
| a, increaſes the public expence, and leſſens the means of ſup- 
| porting it. 1 Türe FTUNIUS, 


by LETTER LXIII. . 
JFF! rd 
Friend mifer e defires it may be obſerved, (in anſwer 


to A Barriſter at Law. 3 bat 
4, That the fact of Lord Mansfield's having ordered a jury- 


man to be paffed by; (which poor Zeno never heard of), is now 


formally admitted, _ oP | 

When Mr, Benſon's name was called, Lord Mansfield was 
obſerved to fluſh in the face, (a ſignal of guilt not uncommon 
with him), and cried out, paſs him by. This I take to be ſome- 
thing more than a peremptory challenge, It is an unlawful com- 
mand. without any reaſon aſſi gned. That the counſel did not 
reſiſt, is true; but this might happen either from inadvertance 
or a criminal complaiſance to Lord Mansfield, You Barrifters 
are too apt to be civil to my Lord Chief Juſtice at the expence 
of your clients 79 1 5 = 
2, Junius did never ſay that Lord Mansfield has deſtroyed 

the liberty of the preſs. * That his Lordſhip. has laboured to 
l deſtray that his doctrine is an attack upon the liberty of the 
i preſs, —that it is an invaſion of the right of juries,” are the 
propoſitions maintained by Junius. His opponents gl f an · 
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he has a right to conclude for himſelf, that there is no remedy, 
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| own g ound. | | | | | 

3, Lord Mansfield's policy in endeavouring to ſcreen his 
unconſtitutional doctrines behind an act of the legiſlature is 
ealily underſtood, —Let every Engliſhman ſtand upon his guard; 


the right of juries to return a general verdiR, in all caſes 
whatſoever, is a part of our conſtitution, It ſtands in no need 


of a bill either enading or declaratory, to confirm it. 


4, Wich regard to the Grofjvenor Cauſe it is pleaſant to ob- 


ſer ve, that the doctrine attributed by Junius to Lord Mansfield, 
is admitted by Zeng, and directly defended, The Barriſter has 


not the aſſurance to deny it flatly ; but he evades the charge, 


and ſoftens the doſtrine by ſuch poor contemptible quibbles, as 
cannot impoſe upon the meaneſt underſtanding, 

proves nothing but the litigious ſpirit of the people, ariſing from 
| the great increaſe of wealth and commerce, Theſe, however, 
are now upon the decline, and will ſoon leave nothing but law 


ſuits behind them, When Junius affirms, that Lord Mansfield 


has laboured to alter the ſyſtem of juriſprudence in the Court 
where his Lordſhip preſides, he ſpeaks to thoſe who are able to 
look a little farther than the vulgar. Beſides that the multitude 
are eaſily deceived by the impoſing names of equity and ſubſtan- 
tial juſtice, it does not follow, that a judge who introduces into 
his court new modes of proceeding, and new principles of law, 


intends, in every inſtance to decide unjuſtly, Why ſhould he 


Where he has no intereſt ?—We ſay that Lord Mansfield is a 
bad man; and a worſe judge ;—but we do not ſay that he is a mere 
devil, Our adverſaries would fain reduce us to the difficulty of 
proving too much. This artifice, however, ſhall not avail him, 
The truth of the matter is plainly this. When Lord Mansfield 
has ſucceeded in his ſcheme of changing a court of commou law 
to a court of equity, he will have it in his power to do injuſtice 
whenever he thinks proper. This, though a wicked purpoſe, is 
neither abſurd nor unattainable, RD. | 


6, The laſt paragraph relative to Lord Chatham's' cauſe can · 


not be anſwered. It partly refers to facts of too ſecret a nature 
to be aſcertained, and partly is unintelligible. Upon one point 
„the cauſe is decided againſt Lord Chatham. Upon another 
“é point it is decided for him.“ - Both the law and the language 
are well ſuited to a Barriſter ! If I have any guels at this ho- 
neſt gentleman's meaning, it is, That © whereas the commil- 
„ ſioners of the great ſeal ſaw the queſtion in a point of view 
& unfavourable to Lord Chatham and decreed accordingly,— 
« Lord Mansfield out of ſheer love and kindneſs to Lord Chat- 
«© ham, took the pains to place it in a point of view more fa- 
« vourable to the appellant” - Credat Judæus Appella.— So cu- 
rious an aſſertion would ſtagger the faith of Mr Sylva, 15 N 


{wer him in point; for they never meet him fairly upon hie 


5, The quantity of buſineſs in the Court of King's Bench, 
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E are deſired to make the following declaration, in be- 
half of Junius, upon three material points, on which his 
opinion has been miſtaken or miſrepreſented, | It 
-1, Junius conſiders the right of taxing the Colonies, by 
an alt of the Britiſh legiſlature, as a ſpeculative right merely, 
never to be exerted, nor ever to be renounced. To his judgment 
itappears plain, That the general reaſonings which were em- 
6 ptoyed againſt that power, went directly to our whole legiſ- 
i ative right; and that one part of it could not be yielded to 
„ ſuch arguments, without a virtual ſurrender of all the reſt. 
2, That, with regard to preſs-warrants, his argument ſhould 
be taken in his own words, and anſwered ſtrictly; that the com- 
pariſons may ſometimes illuſtrate, but prove nothing; and 
that, in this caſe, an appeal to the paſſions is unfair, and un- 
neceſſary. Junius feels and acknowledges the evil in the moſt. 
expreſs terms, and will ſhow himſelf ready to concur in -- # 
rational plan that may provide for the liberty of the individual, 
without hazarding the ſafety, of the community. At the ſame” 
time he expects that the evil ſuch as it is, be not exaggerated or 
miſrepreſented, In general, it is not unjuſt, that when the 
nich man contributes his wealth, the poor man ſhould ſerve the 
tate in perſon; otherwiſe the latter contributes nothing to the 
defence of that law and conititution from which he demands 


22 is, Whether the ſeamen. f in times of public danger, 


. — — — 


not to mention a multitude of prerogative-writs, which though 
g, It has been urged as a reproach, to Junius, that he ba 


the late Dog-aft. But Junius thinks he has much greater rex 


FRED As to the Game Laws. he never ſcrupled to declare 


nefits of a trial by jury, but are in themſelves too ſummary, and 


theſe bills r- the Houſe of Lords. It was his duty to be 


28 ire 


treaties, orders general embargoes, and impoſes quarrantines; 


liable to the greateſt abuſes, were never diſputen. 
not delivered an opinion upon the Game Laws, and particularly 


ſon to complain, that he is never aſſi ſted by thoſe who are able 
to aſſiſt him; and that almoſt the whole labour of the preſs i 
thrown upon a ſingle hand, from which a diſcuſſion of every 
Public queſtion. whatſoever is unreaſonably expected. He is not 
paid for his labour, and certainly has a right. to chooſe: hrs em. 

is opinion, that they are a ſpecies of the Foreſt Laws: thit 
they 1 oppielfve n fabſe 3 and that the Tr of them 


is incompatible with legal liberty: That the penalties impoſed 


by theſe laws bear no proportion to the nature of the offence; 
That the mode of trial, and the degree and kind of evidence 
neceſſary to con vict, not only deprive the ſubjett of all the be. 


to the laſt degree arbitrary and oppreſſive: That in particular, 
the late acts to prevent dog. ſtealing, or killing game between 
ſun and ſun, are diſtinguiſhed by their abſurdity, extravagance 
and pernicious tendeney, If theſe terms are weak or ambiguous, 


in what language can Funius expreſs himſelf P It is no excuſe 


for Lord Mansfield to lay, that he happened to be abſent when 


preſent. Such bills could never have pafſed the Houſe of Com- * 
mons without his knowledge. But we very well know by what W ot 


rule he regulates his attendance. When that order was made W 
in the Houſe of Lords, in the caſe of Lord Pomfret, at which b: 


every Engliſhman ſhudders, my honeſt Lord Mansfield found al 
himſelf by mere accident, in the court of King's Bench :—Other- MW ti 
wiſe he would have done wonders in defence of law and pro- 2 

rty ? The pityful evaſion is adapted to the character. But 1 
1 tk will never juſtify himſelf by the example of this bad ti 


man. The diſtinction between doing wrong, and avoiding to d- £ 
right, belongs to Lord Mansfield. Junius diſclaims it. | 


EETTHY TIED, | 

| TO LORD CHIEF JUSTICE MANSFIELD. ; 
A the interceſſion of three of your countrymen, you have 
„ bailed a man, who, J preſume, is alſo a Scotchman, and 
whom the Lord Mayor of London had refuſed to bail. I do not 
mezn to enter into an exaynination of the partial, ſiniſter mo- 
12 of your conduct; but confining myſelf ſtrictly to the falt, 
affirm, that you have done that which by law, you were got 
warranted to do, The thief was taken in the4hef t ;——the Role 

8 — ſana | — . goo 
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goods were found upon him and he made no defente; In theſe 
circumſtances, (the truth of which 'you dare not deny, becauſe 
it is of public notoriety) it could not ſtand indifferent whether 
he was guilty or not, much leſs could there be any preſumption 
of his innocence ;z and, in theſe cirrumſtances, I affirm, in eon - 
tradition to YOU, Loxo Cult Josrics Mansriz To, that 
by the laws of England, he was not bailable. If ever Mr. Eyre 
ſhould be brought to trial, we will hear what you have to ſay 
for yourſelf; and I pledge myſelf before God and my country, 
in proper time and place, to make good thy charge againſt you, 
| e . Joxius, 


LETTER LXVI. e 

To THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER, 
̃] ] ¶— U6v——K WES 0 3 Ig 
FUNIUS engages to make good his charge againſt Lord Chief = 
Juſtice Mansfield ſome time before the meeting of parliament, 

in order that the houſe of commons may, if they think proper, 
555 it one article in the impeachment of the ſaid Lord Chief 
Fuflice. TET VVV 11 4 „* 


— 


TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF GRAPTON, n 

3 3 Nov. $9, 1771 
THAT is the reaſon, my Lord, that when almoſt every 

OY man in the Kingdom, without diſtin&ion of principles 


or party, exults in the ridiculous defeat of Sir James Lowther ; 


when good and bad men unite in one common opinion of that 
baronet, and triumph in his diſtreſs, as if the event (without 
any reference to vice or virtue) were intereſting to human na- 


ture; your Grace alone ſhould appear ſo miſerably depreſſed and 


afflicted. In ſuch univerſal joy, I know not where you will 
look for a compliment of condolence, unleſs you appeal to the 
tender, ſympatheiic ſorrows of Mr, Bradſhaw, That cream- 
coloured gentleman's tears affecting as they are, carty conſola- 
tion with them, He never weeps, but like an April ſhower, 
with a lambent ray of ſunſhine upon his countenance, From 
the feelings of honeſt men upon this joyful occaſion, I do not 
mean to draw any concluſion to your Grace. They naturally rejoice 
when they lee a ſignal inſtanceof tyranny reſiſted with ſuccels ; of 


treachery expoſed to the deriſion of the world; an infamous 


informer defeated, and an impudent robber dragged to the pub- 
lic gibbet.—But in the other claſs of mankind, I own, I expett- 
ed to meet the Duke of Grafton, Men who had no regard for 
| Juſtice, nor any ſenſe of honour, ſeem as heartily pleaſed with 
Sir James Lowther's well-deferved puniſhment, as if it did not 
conſtitute an example againſt themſelves, The unhappy baro- 
net has no friends eyen among thoſe who reſemble him; You, 

— | my 
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to ſuch amity, 1 think you ſhould ſuffer your diſmal. counte- 


which indefeaſible infamy is attached to the houſe of Brunl- 
wick. If one of theſe acts was virtuous and honourable, the beſt 


deteſtable than this fact, muſt 


my. Lord, are not reduced to ſo deplorable a ſtate of derilection. 
Every villain in the. Kingdom is your friend; and in compliment! 


nance to clear up. Beſides, my Lord, I ama little anxious for 
the conſiſtency of your character. You violate your own rules 
of decorum, when you do not inſult the man whom you have 


F 
i464 


and Middleſex was an omen of another.unnatural union, b 


of Princes, I thank God, is happily rewarded for it by the other, 
— Y our Grace, it has been fait, had ſome ſhare in recommending 
Colonel Luttrell to the King; or was it only the gentle Brad- he tl 
thaw who made himſelf anſwerable for the good behaviour of 


n % * — * wou 
his friend? An intimate connection has long ſubſiſted between over 
him and the u orthy Lord Irnham. It aroſe from a fortunate ceſs 
fimilarity of principles, cemented by the conſtant mediation of not 
their common friend Miſs Davist. es the 

Yet I confeſs | ſhould be ſorry that the opprobrious infamy 4 
of this match ſhould reach beyond the family, We have now a for 
better reaſon than ever to pray for the long life of the beſt of tha 
Princes, and the welfare of his royal zfue, I will not mix any Fu 
thing ominous with my prayers;—but let parliament look to Ki 
4 There is a certain family in this country, on which Nature ſeems to have en- ty 
tailed an heriditary baſeneſs of diſpoſition. As far as their hiſtory has been known, M 
the fon has regularly improved upon the vices of his father, and has taken care to i 
tranſmit them pure and undiminiſhed into the boſom of his ſucceſſor, In the ſenate, 7 
their abilities have confined them to thoſe humble ſordid ſervices in which the ſca- 
vangers of the miniſtry are uſually employed. But, in the memoirs of private trea- al 
chery, they ſtand firſt and unrivalled. The following ſtory will ſerve to illuſtrate ſt 
the character of this reſpectable family, and to convince the world, that the preſent y 
poſſeſſor has as clear a title to the infamy of his anceftors as he has to their eſtate, 
It deſerves to be recorded for the curiofity of the fact, and ſhould be given to the 
public as a warning to every honeſt member of ſociety, "0M | 
| The preſent Lord Irnham, who is ia the decline of life, lately cultivated the ac- | 


| quaintance of à younger brother of a family with which he had lived in ſome de- | 
Free of intimacy and friendſhip. The young man had long been the dupe of a moſt 
_ unhappy attachment to a common proſtitute, His friends and relations foreſaw the 


conſequences of this connection, and did every thing that depended upon them to- 


axe bim frem ruin, But he had a friend in Lois irnham, whoſe advice rendered 


all their endeavours ineffectual. This hoa1y letcher, not contented with the en- 
Joymeat of his friend's miſtreſs, was baſe enough to take advantage of the paſſions 
and folly of a young man, and perſuaded him to marry her. Hedeſcended even to 
perform the office of father to the prottitute. He gave her to his friend, who was 
on the point of leaving the kingdom; and the next night lay with her himſelf. 
Whether the depravity of the human heart can produce any thing more baſe and 

| t be left undetermined, until the ſon ſhall arrive at the 

father's age and experience, ' 25 | | 


. 
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t. A Luttrell ſhall never ſucceed to the crown of England. 
If the heriditary virtues of the family deſerve a kingdom, Scot» 
land will be a proper retreat for them — 
The next is a moſt remarkable inſtance of the goodneſs of 
Providence, The juſt law of retaliation has at laſt overtaken 
the little contemptible tyrant of the North. To the ſon-in-law 
of your deareſt friend the Earl of Bute you meant to transfer 
the Duke of Portland's property; and you haſtened the grant 
with an expedition unknown to the Treaſury, that he might have 
it time enough to give a deciſive turn to the election for the 
county, The immediate conſequence of this flagatious robbery 
was, that he loſt the election which you meant to inſure to him, 
and with ſuch ſignal circumſtances of ſcorn, reproach, and in- 
ſult, (to ſay nothing of the general exultation of all parties) as 
(excepting the King's brother-in-law, Colonel Luttrell and old 
Simon his father-in-law) hardly ever fell upon a gentleman in 
this country.—ln the event, he loſes the very property of which 
he thought he had gotten poſſeſſion, and after an expence which 
would have —— the value of the land in queſtion twenty times 
over. The forms of villainy, you ſee are neceſſary to its ſuc- 
cels, Hereafter you will act with greater circumſpection, and 
not drive ſo directly to your object. To ſnatch a grace beyond 
the reach of common treachery, is an exception, not a rule. 
And now, my good Lord, does not your conſcious heart in- 
form you, that the juſtice of retribution begins to operate, and 
that it may ſoon approach your perlon ? Do you'think that 
Junius has renounced the Middleſex election? or that the 
King's timber ſhall be refuſed to the Royal Nvy with impuni- 
ty? or that you ſhall hear no more of the ſale of that patent to 
Mr. Hine, which you endeavoured to ſcreen, by ſuddenly drop- 
ping your proſecution of Samuel Vaughan, when the rule againſt 
im was made abſolute ? I believe, indeed, there never was ſuch 
an inſtance in all the hiſtory of negative impudence.— But it 
ſhall not ſave you, Tae very ſunſhine you live in is a prelude to 
your diflolution, When you are ripe, you ſhall be plucked, 
E 355% WE JUNIUS, 
P. S. I beg you would convey to our gracious maſter, my 
bumble congratulations upon the glorious ſucceſs of peerages 
and penſions, ſo laviſhly diſtributed as the rewards of Iriſh 
virtue. | | | 1 
LETFER LXVIIIJ. . 
TO LOKD CHIEF JUSTICE MANSFIELD, . 
GE BF 25125 | Jan. 21, 1772. 
1 Have undertaken to prove, that when, at the interceſſion of 
I chree of your countrymen, you bailed. John Eyre, you did 
that which by law you were not warranted to do; ard that a felon, 
under the circumſtances of being taken in the fact, with the foley 
1 | : | goods 


doing wrong, and to deny the | ver | 
moment that I arraign the illegal exerciſe of it. But the OPini. 
ons of ſuch men, whether wilful in their malignity, or ſincere 


on your part, you ſhall have no plain, ſubſtantial defence, 
| but ſhould endeavour to ſhelter yourſelf under the quirk and 
_ evaſion of a practiſing lawer, or under the mere inſulting ailer- 


rity of your office, and are no longer de jure, Lord Chief Juſ- 
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goods upon him, and making no defence, is not bailable by the laws q 
England. Your learned advocates have interpreted this chary 
into a denial that the court of King's Bench, or the judges 9 
that court during the vacation, have. any greater authority ty 
bail for criminal offences than a juſtice of peace. With the in, 
ſtance before me, I am ſuppoſed to 4 1190 your power of 
4 exiſtence of a power at the ſame 


in their ignorance, are unworthy of my notice. Yoti, Lord 
Mansfield, did not underſtand me fo; and J promiſe you, your 
cauſe requires an abler defence. I am now to make good my 
charge againſt you. However dull my argument, the ſubje& of 
it is intereſting; J ſhall be honoured yith the attention of the 
public, and have a right to demand the attention of the legil. 
lature, Supported as I am by the whole body of the criminal 
law of England. I have no doubt of eſtabliſhing my charge, If, 


tion of power without right, the reputation you pretend to it 
gone for ever; you ſtand degraded from the reſpe&t and autho- 


tice of England. This letter, my Lord, is addieſſed not ſo much Wyo al 


to you as to the public. Learned as you are, and quick in ap- evide 


prehenſion, few arguments are neceſſary to ſatisfy you, that you and 
have done that which by law you were not warranted to do, Way, 

Your conſcience already tells you, that you have ſinned againſt I bail 
knowledge, and that whatever defence you make contradiftts judg 
your own internal conviction, But other men are willing Wi is 


enough to take the law upon truſt, They rely upon your au- Þwiſh 
thority, becauſe they are too indolent to ſearch for information; I ti. 


or conceiving that there is ſome myſtery in the laws of their I 4 
country which lawyers only are qualified to explain, they dif- 
truſt their judgment, and voluntarily renounce the right of ver 
thinking for themſelves: With all the evideuce of hiſtory be- vel 
fore them, from Treęſillian to Jeffries, from Jeffries to Mansfield, * „ 
they will not believe it poſſible that a learned judge can act in 4 C 
direct contradiction to thoſe laws which he is ſuppoſed to have 1% 


made the ſtudy of his life, and which he has ſworn to adminiſ. apf 


ter faithfully, Superſtition is certainly not the characteriſtic of you 
| this age. Yet ſome men are bigotted in politics, who are infi- hat 
dels in religion,—1 do not deſpair of making them aſhamed of fav 
their credulity. „ 5 „„ ig lat 
Ihe charge I brought againſt you is expreſſed in terms guard- no 


ed and well conſidered. They do not deny the ſtrict power of 

the judges of the court of King's Bench to bail in caſes not bail- m. 
able by a juſtice of peace, nor repleviſable by the common writ - tn 
er ex officio by the Sheriff, I well know the practice of the I 4 
Rl 8 court, 
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Fourt, and by what legal rules it ought to be directed. But far 
tom meaning to ſoften or diminiſh the force of thoſe terms, I 
ive made vie of, I now go beyond them, and affirm, ö 
1. That the ſuperior power of bailing for felony claimed by 
he court of King's Bench, is founded upon the opinion of 
zwyers, and the praftice of the court; — That the afſent of the 
gegiſlature to this power is merely negative, and that it 1s not 
upported by any poſitive provition. ig any ſtatute whatſoever. = 
lf it be, produce the ſtatute'.- M w wn, 

II. Admitting that thegudges of the eourt of King's Bench are 
eſted with a diſcretionary. power, to examine and judge of cir- 
umſtances and allegations Which a juſtice of peace is not permit- 

ed to covfider; 1 affirm that the judges, in the uſe and appli- 
ation of that difcretionary powar, are as ſtrictly bound by the 
pirit, intent, and -meaning, as the juſtice of peace is by the 
words of the. legiflture N Favourable circumſtances, alledged 
before the judge, may juſtify a doubt whether the fue be 
guilty or not; and where the guilt is doubtful, a prefumption of 
innocence ſhould in general be admitted. But, when any ſuch 
probable circumſtances are alledged, they alter che ſtate and con- 
dition of the , priſoner, He is no longer that all. but conuided fe- 
lon, whom the law intends, and Who. by law is not bazlable at all. 
If no circumſtances whatſoever are alledged in his favour —if 
no allegation--whatſoever be made to leſſen the force of that 
evidence which the law. annexes to a poſitive charge of felony, 
and particularly. to the fact of being taken with the mauer; 1 then 
fay, that the Lord Chief Juſtice of England has no more right to 
bail him, than a juſtice of peace, The diſcretion of an Engliſh 
judge is not of mere will and pleaſure; it is not arbitrary. 
it is not capricious; but as that great lawyer, (whoſe authority I 
wiſh you reſpected half as much as 1 do) truly fays, + . diſcre- 
tion taken as it ought to be, is, diſcernere per legem quid fit juſ- 
„tum. If it be not directed by the right line of the law, it is 
& a crooked cord, and appeareth to be unlawful.” If diſcretion 
were arbitrary in the judge he might introduce whatever no- 
velties he thought proper. But, ſays Lord Coke, Novelties 
* without warrant of precedents, are not to be allowed; ſome 
certain rules are to be followed ;—Quicquid judicis authoritati 
* ſubjicitur, novitati non ſubjicitur; and this ond dottrine is 
applied to the Star- chamber, a court confeſſedly arbitrary, If 
you will abide by the authority of this great man, you ſhall 
have all the advantage of his opinion, wherever it appears to 
tavour you, Excepting the plain expreſs meaning of the legiſ- 
lature, to which. all private opinions mult give way, I Fs 74 
no better judge between us than Lord Coke. OD 

III. 1 affirm, that, according to the obvious, indiſputable 
meaning of the legiſlature, repeatedly expreſſed, a perſon poſi- 
tively charged with felonioufly ſtealing and taken in flagrante de- 

tg with the ſtolen goods upon him, is not Sailable, Ihe law 
| + 4 1:4. 41, 66, | 


conſiders 
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conſiders him as differing in nothing from a convict but in tte 
form of conviction; and (Whatever a corrupt judge may < 
will accept of no ſecurity but the confinement of his body wit, 
in four walls. I know it has been alledged in your favour, thy 
you have often bailed for murders, rapes, and other manifel 
crimes, Without queſtioning the fact, I ſhall not admit thy 
you are to be juſtified by your on example. If that were} 
protection to you, where is the crime, that, as a judge you migh 
not now ſecurely commit ? But neither ſhall J ſuffer myſelf u 
be drawn aſide from my preſent argument, nor you to profit h 
your Own Wrong, — To prove the meaning and intent of th 
legiſlature, will require a minute and tedious deduction. Ty 
Inveſtigate a queſtion of law, demands ſome labour and attention: 
though very little genius or ſagacity. As a practical profeſſion 
the ſtudy of the law requires but a moderate portion of abilities 
The learning of a pleader is uſually upon a level with his in 
tegrity. The indiſcriminate defence of right and wrong con 
tracts the underſtanding, While it -cortupts/the heart. Subtleh 
is ſoon miſtaken for wiſdom, and impunity for virtue. If ther 
be any inſtances upon fecord, as ſome there are undoubtech 
of genius and morality united in a lawyer, they are.diftinguib 
ed by their ſingularity, and operate as exceptions. | 
I muſt ſalicit the patience of my readers. This is no lit 
matter: nor is it any more ſuſceptible ' of ornament, than the 
conduct of Lord Mansfield is capable of aggravation, 

As the law of bail, in charges of felony, has been exactly al. 
certained by acts of the legiſlature, it is at preſent of little con- 
ſequence to enquire how it ſtood at common law before the 
ſtatute of Weſtminſter, And yet it is worth the readers atten- 
tion to obſerve, how nearly, in the 1deas of our anceſtors, the 
_ circumſtance of being taken with the maner, approached to the 
conviction of the feton*, It “ fixed the authoritative ſtamp of 
«. veriſimilitude upon the accuſation ; and, by the common lau, 
c when a thief was taken with the maner that is with the things 
1 ſtolen upon him in manu, he might, lo detected flagrante delieto, 
4. be brought into court, arraigned and tried, without indictment ; 
& as by the Daniſh law, he might be taken and hanged upon 
the ſpot, without accuſation or trial.” Tt will ſoon appear 
that our ſtatute law in this behalf, though leſs fummary in point 
of proceeding, is directed by the ſame ſpirit, In one inſtance 
the very form is adhered to, In offences relating to the foreſt, 
if a man was taken with vert or veniſon t, it was declared to 
be equivalent to indictment. To enable the reader to judge for 
Himſelf, J ſhall ſtate, in due order, the ſeyeral flatutes relative 
to bail in criminal caſes, or as much of them as may be material 
to the point in queſtion, omitting ſuperfluous words, If I mil- 
repreſent, or do not quote with fidelity, it will not be difkicut 
to detect me. | | RED 8 

. Blackſtone, 4. 20 | | 
+ 2 Ed. III. Cap, &—— and 7 Rich. II cap. 4. 


OF JUNIUS, &c. A2 2g 


The ſtatute at Weſtminſter, the firſt in 1273, ſets forth, 
that Foraſmuch as ſheriffs and others, who have taken and 
kept in priſon perſons detected of felony, and incontinent. 


« have let out by replevin ſuch as were. not repleviſable, becauſe 
4 they would gain of the one party, and grieve the other: 


&« and foraſmuch -as before this time, it Was not determined 
« which perſons were repleviſable, and which not, it is pro- 
vided, and by the King commanded, that ſuch priſoners, &c. 
6 as be taken with tie maner, &c. or for manifcſt offences, ſhall 
& be in nowiſe replevilable by the common writ, nor withqut 


4 writ.“ Lord Coke in his expoſition of the laſt part of 
this quotation, accurately: diſtinguiſhes between replevy by the 
common writ, or ex officto, and bail by the King's Bench. The 


words of the ſtatute certainly do not extend to the judges of 
that court. But, beſides, that the reader will ſoon find reaſon 


to think that the legiſlature, in their intention made no differ- 
ence between bailab{;and:7tpleviſable. Lord. Coke himſelf, (if he 


be underſtood to mean nothing but an expoſition of the ſtatute 
of Weſtminſter, and notjto ſtate the law generally) does not ad- 
here to his own diſtinction. In expounding the other offences 


which, by this ſtatute, are declared not repleuiſable, he con ſtant- 
ly uſes the words not hailable. ö That outlaws, for inſtance, 


are not bailable at all; that perſons who have abjured the realm 
& are attained upon their on conſeſſion, and therefore, act 


e bailable at all by law; that provers are not bailable; that 


6+ notorious felons are not bᷣailable. The reaſon why the ſupe- 
rior courts were not named in the ſtatute of Weſtminſter, was 


« plainly this, © becauſe anciently maſt of the buſineſs touch- 


& ing bailment of priſoners for felony or miſdemeanours, was 
performed by the ſheriffs, or ſpecial bailiffs of liberties, ei- 


ther by writ, or virtute officiz ?; conſequently the ſuperior 


courts had little or no opportunity to commit thoſe abuſes which 


the ſtatute imputes to the ſheriffs. With ſubmiſſion to Dr. 


Blackſtone, J think he has fallen into a contradiction; which, 


in terms at leaſt, appears irreconcileable. After enumerating 


ſeveral offences not bailable, he aſſerts, without any condition 
or limitation whatſoever 1, * All theſe are clearly not admiſſi - 


„ble to bail.“ Yet, in a few lines after, he ſays “' it is agreed 
that the court of King's Bench may bail for any crime what 


i ſyever, according to circumſtances of the caſe.“ To his firſt 
1 Videtur que le ſtalute de main prise ne'eſt que reherſal del comenley.“ 
| | Bro. Mainp. 6r, 
There are three points to te conſidered in the conſtruction of all remedial 
„ ſtatutes; the old law, the miſchief, and the remedy :—that is, how the common 


« law ſtood at the making of the act, what the miſchief was for whleh the common 


6% law did not provide, and what remedy the parliament hath provided te cure this 
« miſchief. It is the buſineſs of ine judges ſo to conſtrue the act, as to ſuppreſs the 
« miſchief, and advance the remedy.*'. | Tc 
T2. Hale, P. C. 28, 136, 
+ Blackſtone, 1. 87. 
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propoſition he ſhould have added, by Sheriff's or: Fuſtices + other. 
wiſe the two propoſitions contradift each ather; with this 
difference, however, that the firft is abſolute, the ſecond li- 
mited by a confederation of circumſtances. I fay this without the 
leaſt intended diſreſpett to the learned author. His work is of 
Public utility, and ſhould not haſtily be condemned. 
The ſtatute of 17 Richard II. cap. 10, 199g, ſets forth, that 
4 Fotaſmuch as thieves notoriouſly defamed, and others taken 
& with the maner, by their long abiding in priſan, were deliver. 
© ed by charters and favourable inqueſts procured, to the 
great hindrance ot the people, two men of law ſhall be aſ. 
“ figned in every commiſſion of the peace, to proceed to the 
« deliverance of ſuch felons,” &c. It ſeems by this act, that there 
was a conſtant ſtruggle between the legiſlature and the officers 
of beer Not daring to admit felons taken with the maner to 
bail or mainprize, they evaded the law by keeping the party 
In nga a long time, and .then delivering him without due 
trial. ee | 3 | 
Ihe ſtatute of « Richard III. in 148g, ſets forth, that 5 Foraſ. 
© much as divers perſons have been daily arreſted and impriſoned 
& for ſuſpicion of Hour, ſometimes of malice, and ſometimes of a 
* light ſuſpicion, and fo kept in priſon without bailor mainprize, 
s de it ordained, that every juſtice of peace ſhall have authority, 


4 by his diſcretion, to tet ſuch priſoners and: perſons ſo arreſted 


to bail or mainprize,”—By this act it appears, that there had 
| been abuſes in matter of impriſonment, and that the legiflature 
meant to provide for the immediate enlargement of perſons ar- 
reſted on light ſuſpicion of felony. F 
The ſtatute of gd Henry VII. in 1486, declares, that, “ under 
colour of the preceding act of Richard the Third, perſons, fuck 
& as were not mainpernable, were oftentimes let to bail or main- 
prize by juſtices of the peace, whereby many murderers and 
“ felonseſcaped; the King, &c, hath ordained, that the juſ- 
& tices of the peace, or two of them at leaſt,( whereof one to be 
of the quorum), have authority to let any ſuch priſoners or 
« perſons mainpernable by the law, to bail or mainprize. 
The ſtatute of firſt and ſecond Philip and Mary, in 1554, ſets 
forth, that, © notwithſtanding the preceding ſtatute of Henry 
4 the Seventh, one juſtice of peace hath oftentimes, by ſiniſter 
c labour and means, ſet at large the greateſt and notableſt of- 
„ fenders, ſuch as be not repleviſable by the laws of this realm; and 
* yet, the rather to hide their affettions in that behalf, have 


0 aſſigned the cauſe of their apprehenſion to be but only for ſuf- 


* fgicion of felony, whereby the ſaid offenders have eſcaped 
„ unpuniſhed, and do daily, to the high diſpleaſure of Al- 
“% mighty God, the great peril of the King and Queen's true 
„ ſubjects, and encouragement of all thieves and evil.doers,— 
© for reformation whereof be it enacted, That no Juſtices of 
ts peace ſhall let to bail or mainprize any ſuch perſons, 15 

e. 3 a 4 for 
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« for any offence by them committed, be declared not to be 7e- 
i bleviſed or bailed, or be forbidden to be repleviſed, or bailed 
by the ſtatute of Weſtminſter the firſt ; and furthermore, that 
© any perſons arreſted for manſlaughter, or felony, being bailable 
s by the law, ſhall not be let to bail or mainprize by any juſtices 
% of peace, but in the form therein after preſcribed,” In 
the two preceding ſtatutes, the words bailable, repleviſable and 
mainpernable, are uſed ſynonomouſlly®, or promiſcuouſly, to ex- 

reſs the ſame ſingle intention of the legiſlature, viz, not to ac- 
cept of any ſecurity but the body of the offender : and when the latter 
ſtatute preſcribes the form in which perſons arreſted on ſuſpicion 


of felony (being bailable by the law) may be let to bail, it evidently 


ſuppoſes, that there are ſome caſes not bailable by the law. 


It may be thought, perhaps, that I attribute to the legiſlature an | 


appearance of inaccuracy in the uſe of terms, merely to ſerve 


my preſent purpoſe, But in truth, it would make more forcibly _ 
for my argument, to preſume, that the legiſlature were conſtant- 
ly aware of the ſtri legal diſtintion between bail and replevy, 


and that they always meant to adhere to it +. For if it be true that 


replevy is by the ſheriffs and bail by he higher courts at Weſt⸗ 


minſter, {which J think no lawyer will deny), it follows, that 
when the legiſlature expreſsly ſay, that any particular offence 
is by law not bailable, the ſuperior courts are comprehended in 
the prohibition, and bound by it, Otherwiſe, unleſs there was 


a politive exception of the ſuperior courts (which I affirm there 


never was in any ſtatute relative to bail), the legiſlature would 
groſsly contradidt themſelves, and the manifeſt intention of the 
law be evaded, It is an eſtabliſhed rule, that when the law is 


ſpecial, and reaſon of it general, it is to be generally underſtood ; 


and though by cuſtom a latitude be allowed to the court of King's 
Bench, (to conſider circumſtances inductive of a doubt, whether 


the priſoner be guilty or innocent), if this latitude be taken as 


an arbitrary power to bail, when no circumſtances whatſoever 
are alledged in favour of the priſoner, it is a power without right 
and a daring violatiou of the whole Engliſh law of bail. 

The act of the giſt of Charles the Second (commonly called 
the Habeas Corpus Act) particularly declares, that it is not meant to 
extend to treaſon or felony plainly and ſpecially expreſſed in the 
warrant of commitment. The priſoner is therefore left to ſeek his 
Habeas Corpus at common law; and ſo far was the legiſlature from 
ſuppoſing that perſons (committed for treaſon or felony plainly. 


and ſpecially expreſſed in the warrant of commitment} could be 


let to bail by a ſingle judge, or by the whole court, that this 


very act provides a remedy for ſuch perſons, in caſe they are not 
indicted in the courſe of the term or ſeſhons ſubſequent to their 


commitment. The law neither ſuffers them to be enlarged before 
* 2 Hale, P. C. ii. 124. . 5 | 


+ Vide 24. Inſt. 1 50. 186. © The word repleviſable never ſignifies bailable. 


„ Bailable is in a court of record by the King's juſtices ; but repleviſable is by the 
« Sheriff. | Helden, State Tr. vii. 49» 
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trial, nor to be impriſoned after the time in which they ought 
regularly to be tried. In this caſe the law ſays, © It ſhall and 
may be lawful to and for the judges of the court of King's 
© Bench, and juſtices of oyer and terminer, or general gaol 
delivery, and they are hereby required upon motion to them 
made in open court, the laſt day of the term, ſeſſion, or gaol 
delivery, either by the priſoner or any one in his behalf, to 
let at liberty the priſoner upon bail; unlels it appear to the 
-* Judges and juſtices, upon oath made, that the witneſſes for 
the king could not be produced the ſame term, ſeſſi »ns, or 
, gaol delivery.” Upon the whole of this article J obſerve, 1. 
That the proviſion made in the fir{. part of it, would be, in 
a great meaſure, uſeleſs a d nagatory, if any ſingle judge might 
have bailed the priſoner ex arbitrio during the vacation; or if 
the court might have batied him iminediately after the com- 
mencement of the term or ſeſſions. 2. When the law ſays It 
fall and may be lawful to bail for felony under particular circum- 
ſtances, we mult preſume, that before the paſſing of that act, 
it was not lawſul to bail under thoſe ciicumſtances. The terms 
uſed by the legiſlature are enadling not declaratory. g. Notwith- 
ſtanding the yar'y may have been impriſoned daring the greateſt 
part of the vacation, and during the whole ſeſſion, the court 
are expreſsly forbidden to bail him from that ſeſſion to the next, 
if oath be made that the witneſſes jor the king could not be pro- 
duced that ſame term or ſeſſions. 8 | „ 
Having faithfully ſtated the ſeveral acts of parliamant relative 


do bail in criminal caſes, it may be uſeful to the reader to take 


a ſhort hiſtorical review of the law of bail, through its various 
gradations and improvements. No 

By the antient common law, before and fince the conqueſt, 
all felonies were bailable, till murder was excepted by ſtatute ; 
lo that perſons might be admitted to bail before conviction, al- 
moſt in every caſe, The ſtatute of Weſtminſter ſays, that be- 
fore that time, it had not been determined which offences 
were repleviſable, and which were not, whether by the com- 


mon writ de homine replegiando, or ex officio by the ſheriff, It is 


very remarkable, that the abuſes ariting from this unlimit d 


| Power of replevy, dreadful as they were, and deſtructive to the 
peace of ſociety, were not corrected or taken notice of by the 
Jegi{lature, until the commons of the kingdom had obtained a 
Mare in it by their repreſentatives; but the houſe of commons had 
ſcarce begun toexiſt, when theſe formidable abuſes were corretted 
by the ſtatute of Weſtminſter. It is highly probable, that the mil- 
chief had been ſeverely felt by the people, although no remedy 
had been provided for it by the Norman Kings or Barons.“ The 
& iniquity of the times was ſo great, as it even forced the ſub- 
© :e&s to forego that, which was in account a great liberty 10 
top the courſe of a growing milchief.“ The preamble to the 

* Selden by N. Bacon, 182. | | 
ſtatu'C 
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ſtatutes made by the firſt parliament of Edward the Firſt, aſſigns 
the reaſon of calling it $, “ becauſe the people had been other- 
* wiſe intreated than they ought to be, the peace leſs kept, the 
„ Jaws leſs uſed, and offenders leſs puniſhed, than they ought to 
& be, by reaſon, whereof the people feared leſs to offend” the 
firſt attempt to reform the various abules, was by contracting 
the power of replevy ing felons, e 
For above two centuries following, it does wot appear that any al- 
teration was made in the law of bail, except that being taten with vert 
or veniſon was declared to be equivalent to indictment. The le- 
giſlature adhered firmly to the ſpirit of the ſtatute of Weſtmin- 
ſter. The ſtatute of the 27th of Edward the First directs the jus- 
tices of aſſize to enquire and puniſh officers bailing ſuch as were 
not bailable, As for the judges of the ſuperior courts, it is pro- 
bable that in thoſe days they thought themſelves bound by the 
obvious intent and meaning of the legiſlature. They conſidered 
not ſo much to v hat particular perſons the prohibition was ad- 
dreiled, as what the thing was which the legiſlature meant to 
prohibit; well knowing, that in the law, quando aliquid profi- 
bitur, prohubetur et omne, per quod devenitur ad illud. When 
any thing is forbidden, all the means by which the ſame thing 
* may be compaſſed or done, are*equally forbidden.“ 1 
By the statute of Richard the Third, the power of bailing 
was a little enlarged. Every justice of peace was authorized 
to bail for felony; but they were expreſsly confined to perſons 
arrested on light ſuſpicion ; and even this power ſo limited, was 
found to produce ſuch inconveniences, that in three years after, 
the legiſlature found it neceſſary to repeal 'it, Instead of trusting. 
any longer to a ſingle justice of peace, the act of 3d Henry VII. 
repeals the preceding ac, and directs, “that no priſoner (of thoſe 
au io are mainpernable by the law) ſhall be let to bail or mainpriæe 
by leſs than two justices, whereof one to be of the quorum.” 
And fo indiſpenſibly neceſſary. was this proviſion thought for 
the administration of justice, and for the ſecurity and peace of 
ſociety, that at this time an oath was propoſed by the king, to 
be taken by the knights and eſquires of E by the 
members of the houle of commons, and by the peers ſpiritual 
and temporal, and accepted and ſworn to quaſi una voce by them 
all; which among other engagements binds them“ not to let 
% any man to bail or mainprize, knowing and deeming him to 
be a felon, upon your honour and worſhip. So help you 
* God and all ſaints,”* | | | | : 
In about half a century, however, even theſe proviſions were 
found inſuſicient, The act of Henry the Seventh was evaded, 
and the le giſlature once more obliged to interpoſe. The att of 
it and 2d Philip and Mary, takes away entirely from the juſ- 
tices all power of bailing for offences declared not bailable by the 
ſtatute of Weſtminſter, | 
| Parliamentary Hiſtory, i. 82. 
* Parliamentary Hiſtory, ii. 519. 
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The illegal impriſonment of ſeveral perſons who had refuſed 
to contribute to a loan exatted by Charles the firſt, and the de- 


lay of the habeas corpus, and ſubſequent refuſal to bail them, 


conſtituted one of the firſt and moſt important grievances of that 
reign, Yet when the houſe of commons, which met in the 
year 1628, reſolved upon meaſures of the moſt firm and ſtrenu- 


dus reſiſtance to the power of impriſonment aſſumed by the 


King or privy council, and to the refuſal to bail the party on the 
return of the habas corpus, they did expreſsly, in all their re- 


ſolutions, make an exception of commitments, where the 


cauſe of the reſtraint was expreſſed, and did by law juſtify the 


commitment. The reaſon of the diſtinction is that, whereas, 
When the cauſe of commitment is expreſſed, the crime is then 


known, and the offender muſt be brought to the ordinary trial ; 
if, on the contrary, no cauſe of commitment be expreſſed and 
the priſoner be thereupon remanded, it may operate to perpetual 


impriſonment, This conteſt with Charles the Firſt produced 
the act of the 16th of that King; by which the court of King's 


Bench ore directed, within three days after the return to the 
habeas corpus, to examine and determine the legality of any com- 
mitment by the King or Priyy-council, and to do what to juſtice 


fall appertain, in delivering, bailing, or remanding the priſoner, | 
Dom, it ſeems, it is unneceſſary for the judge to do what ap- 


8 to juſtice. The ſame ſcandalous traffic, in which we 
have ſeen the privilege of parliament exerted or relaxed, to gra- 


tify the preſent humour, or to ſerve the immediate purpoſe of 


the crown, is introduced into the adminiſtration of juſtice.— 


The magiſtrate, it ſeems, has now no rule to follow, but the dic- 


tates of perſonal enmity, national partiality, or perhaps the moſt 
proſtituted corruption, ” 1 US 
To complete this hiſtorical inquiry, it only remains to be 
obſerved, that the habeas corpus att of giſt of Charles the Second 
ſo juſtly conſidered as another Magna Charta of the Kingdom“, 


. extends only to the cale of commitments for ſuch criminal 


“ charge as can wee no inconvenience to public juſtice by 


ce a temporary enlargement of the priſoner.” So careful were 


the legiſlature, at the very moment when they were providing 
for the liberty of the ſubje ct. not to furniſh any colour of pre- 


| tence ſor violating or evading the eſtabliſhed law of bail in the 
| higher criminal offences. But the exception, ſtated in the body 
of the act, puts the matter out of all doubt. After directing the 
Judges how they are to proceed to the diſcharge of the priſoner 


upon recognizance and ſurety, having regard to the quality of the 


riſoner, and nature of the offence, it is expreſsly added, “un- 


6 Jeſs it ſhall appear to the ſaid J. ord Chancellob, &c. that the 
66 pany ſo committed is detained for ſuch matters or offences, 


66 ABLE," 


* Blackſtone, iv. 137» 


When 


or the which, BY THE LAW, THE PRISONER 16 NOT BAIL- 


es Redo ac nds + 5 A693 - 
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W hen the laws plain of themſelves are thus illuſtrated by facts, 
and their uniform meaning eſtabliſhed by hiſtory, we do not 
want the authority of opinions, however reſpectable, to inform 
our judgment, or to confirm our belief. But I am determined 
that you ſhall have no eſcape, Authority of every ſort ſhall be 
produced againſt you, from Jacob to Lord. Coke. from the diction- 
ary to the claſſic, In vain ſhall you appeal from thoſe upright. 
judges whom you diſdain to imitate, to thoſe whom you have 
made your example. With one voice they all condemn you. 
« To be taken with the maner, is where a thief having ſtolen 
& any thing, is taken with the ſame about him, as it were in 
„ his hands, which is called fagrante delicto. Such a criminal 
is not bailable by law. — Jacob, under the word Maner. 5 
„ Thoſe who are taken with the maner are excluded, by the 
et ſtatute of Weſtminſter, from the benefit of a replevin,” —— 
Hawkins, P. C. ii. 98. 1 | Es 
Of ſuch heinous offences, no one, who' is notoriouſly 
& guilty. ſeems to be batlable by the intent of this ſtatute,” —— 
Ditto, ii. 99, 3 „ £ 
„The common practice and allowed general rule is, that bail 
e 1s only then proper where it ſtands different, whether the 
& Party were guilty or innocent.“ - Ditto, ditto. 5 
© There is no doubt, but that the bailing of a perſon, his 
not bailable „y law, is puniſhable, either at common law, as a 
© negligent eſcape, or as an offence againſt the ſeveral ſtatutes 
„relative to bail.” Ditto, 8 ·9ũ9 . 5 5 
Alt cannot be doubted, but that neither the judges of this, nor 
% of any other ſuperior court of juſtice, are ſtrictly within the 
* purview of that ſtatute; yet they will always, in their diſcretion - 
& pay a due regard to it, and not admit a perſon to bail who is ex- 
„ preſsly declared by it irrepreviſable, without ſome particular cir- 
& cumſtance in his favour : and therefore it ſeems difficult to find 
ian inſtance, Where perlons attainted of felony, or notoriouſly 
„ guilty of treaſon or manſlaughter, & c. by their own confeſ- 
* ſton, or otherwiſe, have been admitted to the benefit of bail, 
& without ſome ſpecial motive to the court to grant it. Ditto, 
114. | . 1 
2 If it appears that any man hath injury or wrong by his im- 
& priſonment, we have power to deliver and diſcharge him; 
6 1f otherwiſe, he ts to be remanded by us to priſon again,” 
Lord Ch. J. Hide, State Trials, vii. 115. SE 
The ſtatute of Weſtminſter was eſpecially for directions to 
the ſheriils and others; but to ſay courts of juſtice are exclud- 
ed from this flatute, 1 conceive it cannot be.“ Attorney Ge- 
neral Heath ditto, 132. 3 
& The court, upon view of the return, judgeth of the ſuffi- 
ciency or inſufhcieney of it. If they think the priſoner in 
la to be bailable, he is commit:d to the Marſhal and bailed; 
if not, he is remanded,” — Through the whole debate, the 
25 ns objection 


& bail, or commit him, as the nature of the cauſe requires.“ — 
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objection on the part of the priſoners was, that no cauſe of 
commitment was expreſſed in the warrant ; but it was uniform- 


ly admitted by their counſel, That if the cauſe of commitment 


had been expreſſed for treaſon or felony, the court would then 
have done right in remanding them, 
The Attorney-General having urged, before a committee of 


both houſes, That, in Beckwith's caſe and others, the lords 
of the council ſent a letter to the Court of King's Bench to bail, 


it was replied by the Managers of the Houſe of Commons, 


That this was of vo moment: © for that either the priſoner was 


% bailable by the law or not bailable.— If bailable by the law then he 
© was to be bailed without any ſuch letter ; if not bailable by 


the law, then plainly the judges couid not have bailed him 
© upon the letter, without breach of their oath which 1s, that 


6 they are to do juſtice according to the law,” &c, State Trials, vii, 
175. 5 

& So that in bailing upon ſuch offences of the higheſt na- 
& ture, a kind of diſcretion, rather than a conſtant law, hath 
6+ been exerciſed, when it ſtands wholly indifferent in the eye of 


de the court, Whether the prifoner be guilty or not.“ Selen 


St. Tr. Vil, 230. 1. 
“ deny that a man is always bailable, when impriſonment 
&« is impoſed upon him for cuſtody:”” Attorney General Heath 


_ ditto, 337.—By theſe quotations from the State Trials, though 


otherwiſe not of authority, it appears plainly, that in regard 72 


bailable or not barlable, all parties agreed in admitting one pro- 


olition as incontrovertible. 
6 In relation to capital offences, there arc eſpecially theſe alts 
* of parliament that are the common lamiunarks * touching of- 
& fences bailable or not bailable,” Hale, ii. P. C. 127. ihe 


_ enumeration includes the ſeveral acts cited in this paper. 


„ Perſans taken with the manouvre, are not bailable becauſe 
6 1t is fertum mani ifeftum,” Hale, ii. P. C. 133. 


& The writ of habeas corpus is of a high nature; ſor if per- 


4e ſons be wrongfully committed, they ale to be diſcharged, 
% upon this writ returned, or if bailable, they are 10 be bail 


ed; — i, not bailab e they are to be committid.“ Hale, ii. P, C. 
143. This doctrine of Lord Chief Juſtice Hale refers 5 
ately to the ſuperior courts from whence the writ iſſues, — Af. 


6 ter the return is filed the court is either to di ſcharge, or 


Hale, il. P. Go 146. 
If bail be granted otherwiſe than the luto alloweth, the party 


ee that alloweth the ſame ſhall be finer, impriſoned, render da- 


“ mages, or ſorfeit his place as the cale ſhall require” Selden by 
N. Bacon, 182, 
* This induces an abſolute neceſlity ofexpreſſing , upon every 


( commitment, the reaſon for which it is made; that the coutt 


* It hag been the ſtudy of Lord Mansſiedd to remove landmarks; 
| — 6 upon 
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upon a habeas corpus, may examine into its validity, and, ac- 


0 cording to the circumſtances of the cafe, may diſcharge, admit to 


«© bail, or remand the priſoner,” Blackſtone, iii. 132. 

« Marriot was committed for forging indorſements upon 
& bank-bills, and upon a habeas corpus was bailed, becauſe the 
i crime was only a great miſdemeanour;—for though the forg- 
ing the bills be felony, yet forging the indorſement is not.“ 
Satkeld, i. 104. | 5 

„ Apell, de Ma hem, &c. ideo ne fuit leſſe a baille, nient 


& plus que in appell de robery ou murder; quod nota, et que 


in robery et murder le pairte n'eſt bailable.“ Bro Mainprize 67. 


** The intendment of the law in bails is, Quod ſeat mufferenter, 


e whether he be guilty or no. but when he is convicted by ver- 
ci dict or confeſſion ; then he muſt be deemed in law to be guilty 
© of the felony, and therefore not bailable at all.” Coke, ii. Inſt. 
188,—1v. 178, EY EE 


Bail is quand» ſtat ind:ferenter, and not when the offence is 


« open and manifeſt.” ii. Int. 189. | 17 
6 In this caſe non ſtat in indiſerenter whether he be guilty 
% or no, being taken with the Maney, that is, with the thing 
„e ſtolen, as it were in his hand.“ Ditto, ditto. | | 
6 If it appeareth that his impriſonment be juſt and lawful, he 
% ſhall be remanded to the former gaoler; but if it ſhall appear to 
% the court that he was impriſoned againſt the law of the land, 


they ought by force of this ſtatute, to deliver him; if it be 


doubtful and under conſideration, he may be bailed.” 2 Inſt. 55. 

It is unneceſſary to load the reader with any farther quotai1- 
ons. If theſe anthorities are not deemed ſufficient to eſtabliſh 
the doctrine mai! tained in this paper, it will be in vain to ap- 
peal to the evidence of law books, or to the opinions of judges. 


They are not the authorities by which Lord Mansfield will 


abide, He aſſomes an arbitrary power of doing right; and if 
le does wrong, it lies only between God and his conſcience. 
Now, my Lord, although | have great faith in the preceding 
argument, I will not {ay, that every minute part of it is abſo- 
lutely invulnerable, I am too well acquainted with the prac- 
tice of a certein court, diretted by your example, as it is go- 
verned by your authority, to think there ever yet was an ar- 
gument. however conformable to law and reaſon, in which a 


cunning quibbling attorney might not diſcover a flaw, But 


teking the whole of it together, I affirm, that it conſtitutes a 
mals of Cemonitiation, than which nothing more complete. or 
ſatisfectory can be offered tothe human mind. How an evaſive 


indirect roply will ſtend with your reputation, or how far it 


will anſwer, in pt of defence, at the bar of the Houle of Lords, 
is worth your conſideration. If, after all that has been ſaid, 
it ſhould ſtill be maintained, that the court of King's Rench, in 
bailing felons, are exempted from all legal rules whatlover, and 
it t the judge has no direction to purſue but his private affetti- 
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ons, or more unqueſtionable will and pleaſure, it will follow 
plainly, that the diſtinction between bailable and not bailable, 
uniformly expreſſed by the legiflature, current through all our law 
books, and admitted by all our great lawyers without exception, 
is, in one ſenſe, a nugatory, in another, a pernicious diſtin&ion, 
It is nugatory, as it ſuppoſes a difference in the bailable quality 
of offences, when, in effect, the diſtinction refers only to the 


rank of the magiſtrate, It is pernicious, as it implies a rule of 


law, which yet the judge is not bound to pay the leait regard 


to; and impreſſes an idea upon the minds of the people, that the 
Judge is wiſer and greater than the law. 


It remains only to apply the law; thus ſtated, to the fact in 
queſtion, By an authentic copy of the nittimus, it appears, 


that John Eyre was committed for felony, plainly and ſpecially 


expreſſed in the warrant of commitment. He was charged be- 


fore alderman Halifax, by the oath of Thomas Fielding, Wil- 


liam Holder, William Payne, and William Naſh, for feloniouſly 
ſtealing eleven quires of writing paper, value fix ſhillings, the 


Property of Thomas Beach, &c.—By the examinations upon 
oath of the four perſons mentioned in the mittimus, it was proved 


that large quantities of paper had been milled ; and that eleven 
quires (previouſly marked, from a ſuſpicion that Eyre was the 


thieſ) were found upon him. Many other quires of paper, 


marked in the ſame manner, were found at his lodgings ; and 
after he had been ſome time in Wood-ſtreet Compter, a key was 


found in his room vhere, which appeared to be a key to the clo- 


ſet at Guildhall, from whence the paper was ſtolen, When 
aſked what he had to ſay in his defence, his only anſwer wes, 
I hope you will bail me, Mr. Holder the clerk, replied, That :: 
impoſſible, There never was an inſtance of it, when the ſtolen goods 


were found upon the thief, The Lord Mayor was then applicd tc, 


and refuſed to bail him Of all theſe circumſtances it was your 


duty to have informed yourſelf minutely, The fact was re- 


markable; and the chief magiltrate of the city of London was 
known to have refuſed to bail the offender, To juſtify your 


compliance with the lol citations of your three countrymen, it 


ſhould be proved, that ſuch allegations were offered to you 
in behalf of their aſſociate, as honeſtly and bona fide reduced it 
to a matter of doubt and indifference, whether the priſoner was 
innocent or guilty, Was any thing offered by the Scotch tri— 


umvirate that tended to invalidate the poſitive charge made 


againſt him by four credible witneſſes upon oath ?—Was it even 
inſinuated to you, either by himſelf or his bail, that no feleny 
was committed ;—or that he was not the felon; that the ſiclen 
goods. were not found upon him ;—or that he was only the re. 


ceiver, not knowing them to be ſtolen ?—Or, in ſhort, did thev 
attempt to produce any evidence of his inſanity? To all thete 


queſtions I anſwer for vou, without the leaſt fear of contradic- 
non, politively, No, From the moment he was arreſted, he 
| never 
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never entertained any hope of acquittal ; therefore, thought of no- 
thing but obtaining bail that he might have time to ſettle hisaffairs, 
convey his fortune into another country, and ſpend the remain- 
der of his life in comfort and affluence abroad. In this prudential 
ſcheme of future happineſs, the Lord Chief Juſtice of England 
moſt readily and heartily concurred, At ſight of ſo much vir- 
tue in diſtreſs, your natural benevolence took the alarm. Such 
a man as Mr, Eyre, ſtruggling with adverſity, muſt always be 
an intereſting ſcene to Lord Mansfield, -Or, was it that liberal 
anxiety, by which your whole life has been diſtinguiſhed, to 
enlarge the liberty of the ſubject? My Lord, we did not want 
this new inſtance of the liberality of your principles, We al- 
ready knew what kind of ſubjetts they were, for whoſe liberty 
you were anxious. At all events, the public are much indebt- 
ed to you for fixing a price at which felony may be committed 
with impunity. | Fay: 35 5 
Lou bound a felon, notoriouſly worth 30, oool. in the ſum of 
zool. With your natural turn to equity, and knowing as you 
are in the doctrine of precedents, you undoubtedly meant to 
ſettle the proportion between the fortune of the felon and the 
fine by which he may compound ſor his felony. The ratio now 
upon record, and tranſmitted to poſterity under the auſpices of 
Lord Mansfield, is exactly one to a hundred, My Lord, with- 
out intending it, you have laid a cruel reſtraint upon the genius 
of your countrymen. In the warmeſt indulgence of their paſ- 
ions, they have an eye to the expence; and if other virtues 
fail us, we have a reſource in their economy. _ . 
By taking ſo trifling a ſecurity from John Eyre, you invited 
and manifeſtly exhorted him to eſcape, Azthough in bailable 
caſes, it be uſual to take four ſecurities, you left him in the 
cuſtody of three Scotchmen, whom he might have eaſily ſatis. 
fied for conniving at his retreat. That he did not make ule of 
the opportunity you induſtriouily gave him, neither juſtifies 
your conduct, nor can it be any way accounted for, but by his 
exceſſive and monſtrous avarice, Any other man but his boſom 
friend of three Scotchmen, would gladly have ſacrificed a few 
hundted pounds, rather than to ſubmit to the infamy of plead- 
ing guilty in open court. It is poſſible, indeed, that he might 
have flattered himlelf and not unreaſonably, with the hopes of 
a pardon, That he would have been pardoned, ſeems more than 
probable, if I had not diretted the public attention to the lead- 
ing ſtep you took in favour of him, In the preſent gentle reign, 
we well know what uſe has been made of the lenity of the couri, 
and of the mercy of the Crown. The Lord Chief Juſtice of 
England accepts of the hundredth part of the property of a fe. 
lon taken in the fact, as a recogniſance for his appearance, 
Your brother Smythe browbeats a jury, and forces them to alter 
their verdict, by which they had lound a Scotch Serjeant guilty 
of murder; and though the Kennedies were on vides of a 
| | moſt 
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moſt deliberate and atrocious murder, they ſtill had a claim to 
the royal mercy. They were ſaved by the chaſtity of their con. 
nections. They had a ſiſter; yet it was not her beauty, but 
the pliancy of her virtue, that recommended her to the King. 
'The holy author of our religion was ſeen in the company of 
ſirners; but it was his gracious purpoſe to convert them from 
their ſins. Another man, who, in the ceremonies of our faith, 
might give leſſons to the great enemy of it, upon different prin. 
ciples keeps much the ſame company, He advertiſes for pa- 
ticnts, collects all the diſeaſes of the heart, and turns a royal 
palace into an hoſpital for incurables. A man of honour has no 
ticket of admiſſion at St. James's, They feceive him like a vir- 


gin of the Magdalen's: Go thou and do likewije. ; 


My charge againſt you is now made good. I ſhall, however, 
be ready to anſwer, or {ſubmit to fair objections. If, whenever 
this matter ſhall be agitated, you ſuffer the doors of the Houſe 
of Lords tobe ſhut, I now proteſt, that I ſhall conſider you as 
having made no reply. From that moment, in the opinion of 


the world, you will ſtand ſelf. convicted. Whether your reply 
be quibbling and evaſive, or liberal and in point, will be matter 


for the judgment of your peers; but if, when every poſſible 


idea of diſreſpett to that noble houſe (in whoſe honour and juſ- 


tice the nation implicitly confides) is here moſt ſolemnly diſ- 
claimed, you ſhould endeavour to repreſent this charge as a 
contempt of their authority, and move their lordſhips to cenſure 
the publiſher of this paper, I then affirm, that you ſupport 
injuſtice by violence, that you are guilty of a heinous aggrava- 
tion of your offence, and that you contribute your utmoſt in- 
fluence to promote, on the part of the higheſt court of judica- 


ture, a poſitive denial of juſtice to the nation, 


6 LETTER LXIX, 
TO THE RIGHT HON, LOED CAMDEN, 

My Lox, e 5 | 
TURN with pleaſure from that barren waſte, in which no 
ſalutary plant takes root, no verdure quickens, to à Charac- 

ter fertile, as I willingly believe, in every great and good qua- 
lification, I call upon you in the name of the Engliſh nation, 
to ſtand forth in defence of the laws of your country, and to 
exert, in the cauſe of truth and juſlice, thoſe great abilities with 
which you were entruſted for the benefit of mankind. Jo al- 


certain the facts ſet forth in the preceding paper, it may be re- 
ceſſary to call the perſons mentioned in the nittimus to the bar 
of the Houle of Lords, If a motion for that purpoſe ſhould be 


rejected, we ſhall know what to think of Lord Mansfield's in- 
nocence. The legal argument is ſubmitted to vour lozd{hip's 


judgment. After the noble ſtand you made againit Lord Mans- 


field upon the queſtion of libel, we did expect that you would 
| nut 
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not have ſuffered that matter to have remained undetermined, 
But it was ſaid that Lord Chief Juſtice Wilmot had been prevailed 
1501 to vouch for an opinion of the late Judge Yates, which 
was ſuppoſed to make againſt you ; and we admit of the excuſe, 
When ſuch deteſtable arts are employed to prejudge a queſtion 
of right, it might have been imprudent, at that time to have 
brought it to a deciſion, In the preſent inſtance, you will 
have no ſuch oppoſition to contend with. If there be a judge 
or a lawyer of any note in Weſtminſter-hall, who ſhall be dar- 
ing enough to affirm, that, according to the true intendment of 
the laws of England, a felon, taken with the maner in flagrante 
deliclo, is bailable; or that the diſcretion of an Engliſh judge is 
merely arbitrary, and not governed by rules of law; I thould 

he glad to be acquainted with him, Whoever he be, Iwill take 
care that he ſhall nor give you much trouble, Your lordſhip's 

character aſſures me that you will aſſume that principal part, 

which belongs to you. in ſupporting the laws of England zgainit 

a wicked judge, who makes it the occupation of his life to 

miſinterpret and pervert them, If you decline this honourable ' 
office, | fear it will be ſaid, that for ſome months paſt, you bave 

kept too much company with the Duke of Grafton, When 

the conteſt turns upon the interpretation of the laws, you can- 

not, without a formal ſurrender of all your reputation, yield 

the poſt of honour even to Lord Chatham, Conſidering the 
ſituation and abilities of Lord Mansfield, I do not ſcruple to 

atirm, with the molt ſolemn appeal to God for my ſincerity, 

that, in my judgment, he is the very worlt and moſt dangerous 

man in the kingdom. Thus far I have done my duty in endea- 

vouring to bring him to puniſhment. But mine is an inferior, 
miniſterial office in the temple of juſtice z have bound the 

victim, and dragged him to the altar. 8 JUNIUS. 


— 


— — — —— — 

"T*HE Reverend Mr. John Horne having, with his uſual ve. 
4 racity and honeſt induſtry, circulated a report that Junius 
in a letter to the Supporters of the Bill of Righis, had warmly 
declared himſelf in favour of long parliaments and rotten bo- 
roughs. it is thought neceſſary to ſubmit to the public the fol- 
lowing extract from his letter to John Wilkes Eſq. dated the 
th of September, 1771, and laid before the Society on the 24th 
of the ſame month, 115 3 
Wir regard to the ſeveral articles, taken ſeparately, I 
** own am concerned to ſee that the great condition which 
* ought to be the fine qua non of parliamentary qualification, — 
* which ought 16 be the baſis (as it aſſuredly will be the only 
“ ſupport) of every barrier raiſed in defence of the conſtitu- 
tion, I mean à declaration uon oath to ſhorten the duration of 
parliaments, is reduced to the fourth rank in the eſteem of 
* the lociety ; and even in that place. far from being inſiſted 
„on with firmneis and vehemence, ſeems to have been par- 
6 ticu- 
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4e ticularly flighted in the expreſſion, You ſhall endeavour l 
© reſtore Annual Parliaments.— re theſe the terms which men 
& who are in earneſt, make uſe of, when the ſalus republice i 
& at ſtake ?—l expected other language from Mr. Wilkes. 
% Beſides my objection in point of form, I diſapprove highly of 
„the meaning of the fourth article as it ſtands, Whenever the 
* queſtion ſhall be ſeriouſly agitated ; I will endeavour (and if 
I live will aſſuredly attempt it) to convince the Engliſh nz 
tion by arguments, to my underſtanding unanſwerable, that 
& they ought to inſiſt upon a triennial, and baniſh the idea of 
s an annual parliament ... , , , I am convinced, that if 
& ſhortening the duration of parliaments (which in effe& is 
keeping the repreſentative under the rod of the conſtituent) 
© be not mace the baſis of our new parliamentary juriſprudence, 
© other checks or improvements ſignify nothing. On the con. 
& trary, if this be made the foundation, other meaſures mz 
„ come in aid, and, as auxilliaries, be of conſiderable advan- 
© tage. Lord Chatham's project, for inſtance of increaſing the 
& number of knights of ſhires, appears to me admitable....,, 
& .. . . As to cutting away the rotten boroughs, I am as much 
& offended as any man at ſeeing ſo many of them under the di- 
& rect influence of the crown, or at the diſpoſal of private per- 
„ ſons, - Yet, { own, [| have both doubts and eien e. 
& in regard to the remedy you propoſe, I ſhall be charged, 
« perhaps, with an unuſual want of political int.epidity, when 
6 Fed confeſs to you that I am ſtartled at the idea of ſo 
& exten ſive an amputation.— In the firſt place, I queſtion the 
& power de jure, of the legiſlature to disfranchiſe a number of 
_ © boroughs, upon the general ground of improving the con- 
& ſtitution, There cannot be a do&rine more fatal to the li. 
c berty and property we are contending for, than that which 
« confounds the idea of a /upreme and an arbitrary legiſlature, 
© I need not point out to you the fatal purpoſes to which it has 
ec been, and may be applied. If we are ſincere in the political 
«6 creed we profeſs, there are many things which we ought to 
& afhrm cannot be done by King, Lords, and Cummons —— 
% Among thele | reckon the disfranchiſiug the boroughs with 
« a general view of improvement. I conſider it as equa- 
ee valent to robbing the parties concerned of their freehold, of 
e their birth-right, 1 ſay. that although this birth-right may 
be forfeited, or the exerciſe of it ſulpended in particular caſes, 
& it cannot be taken away by a general law, for any real or 


238 


3 86 pretended purpoſe of improving che conſtitution, Suppoſing 


5© the attempt made, I am periuaded you cannot mean that either 
e King, or Lords, ſhould take an active part in it, A bill, 


© which only touches the repreſentation of the people, muſt 
* gripinate in the Houſe of Commons. In the formation and 

4 mode of paſling it, the excluſive right of the Commons mult 
Now, 
6 Su 


be aſſerted as ſcrupulouſly as in the cale of a money bill, 


L 
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e Sir, I ſhould be glad to know by what kind of reaſoning it 
can be proved, that there is a power veſted in the repreſen- 
tative to deſtroy his immediate conſtituent. From whence 
could he poſſibly derive it? A courtier, I know, will be 
« ready to maintain the affirmative. The doctrine ſuits him 


exactly, becauſe it gives an unlimited operation to the influ- 


« ence of the Crown, But we, Mr. Wilkes, ought to hold a 
« different language. It is no anſwer to me to ſay, That the 
« bill when it paſſes the Houſe of Commons, is the act of the 
© majority, and not the repreſentatives of the particular bo- 
“ roughs concerned, If the majority can disfranchiſe ten bo- 
e roughs, why not twenty, why no: the whole kingdom? Why 


& ſhould not they make their own ſeats in parliament for life ? 


% When the feptennial act paſſed, the legiſlature did what, ap- 
« parently and palpably they had no power to do: but they 


did more than what people in general were aware of; they, 


6 in effect, disfranchiſed the whole kingdom for four years. 
„% For argument's ſake, I will now ſuppoſe that the expedi- 


© ency of the meaſure and the power of parliament are unqueſ[- 
e tionable, Still you will find an inſurmountable difficulty in 


the execution, When all your inſtruments of amputation 
are prepared, „ hen the unhappy patient lies bound at your 
„ feet without the poſhvilty of reſiſtance, by what infallible 


| © rule will you direct the operation? When you propole to 


& cut away the rotten Parts, can you tell us what pong are per- 
& fectly ſouud ? Are there any certain limits in fact or theory, to 


& inform you at what point you muſt ſtop, at what point the 
4 mortification ends? To a man fo capable of obſervation and 


& 1efleQtion as you are, it is unneccflary to lay all that might be 
© ſaid upon the ſubject. Be ſides that 1 approve highly of Lord 


„ Chatham's idea of infuſing a portion of new health into the conſti- 


* tutzon to enable it to bear its infirmiies, (a brillaint expteſſion, 
“ and full of intrinſic wildom), other reaſons concur in per- 
& ſuading me to adopt it, I have no object:on, &. 

The man who fairly and completely anſwers this argument, 


| ſhall have my thanks and my applauſe, My keart is already 
with him,—l am ready to be converted.——I admire his morality, 


and would gladly ſubſcribe to the articles of his faith. Grateful 
as Jam, to the COOD BEING Whoſe bounty has imparted to me 


this reaſoning intellect, whatever it is, I hold my ſelf propor- 


tionably incebted to him, from whoſe enlightened underſtand- 
ing another ray of knowledge communicates to mine. But 


neither ſhould I think the molt exelted faculties of the human 


mind a gift worthy of the Livinity, nor any afliſtence in the 
improvement of them, a ſubjett of gratitude to my fellow-crea- 
ture, if | wete not ſatisfied, that really to inform the under- 
Standing, corrects and enlarges the heart, 
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MERICA, Mr. Pitt and Lord Cambden the patrons, 0 
page 18 —a new office eſtabliſned for the buſineſs of, ib. 
Army, young gentlemen coming info it ſaid to be a {ecuriy 
for the kingdom, from foreign as well as domeſtic ſlavery, 2 
many of our forces in climates unfavourable to Britiſh cr. 
 Attutions, go—the inſult off:red toit. by appointing Colon 
Luttrell adjutant-gencral of Ireland, 146. | | 
B | 
Beckford Mr. his ſumptuous entertainment at the manſion. 
HOWE, 190% 5 eigen: | 5 
Bedford corporation of, admit ſtrangers to their freedom, to 
ſhake off the tvranny'of the Duke of Bedford, 184—his feeling 
nice, if to be judged from his reſentments, £2-—what his Grace 
was, and what he might have been, 83 —his avowal of the ſie 
of a borongh, 84—accuſed of inſenſibilicy on the loſs of his ſon, 
ib. his grace every way unfortunate ib.,—his ambe Hy at Ver 
failles the firſt important part of his hiſtory, 85—thole who are 


pod rg with his grace's pecuniary character are apt to ſul. 
pe 


ſuch ſacrifices would not have been made without ſome 
private compenſations, 1b, —{tipulations made between him and 
Lord Bute, and violated, ib. —behaves to the king in an ou 
rageous manner, 1b, —folicits again the friendſhip of Lord Bute, 
86 —his meaſures to obtain and confirm his power ih,—his cha- 
raſter vindicated by Sir William Draper, 9g—makes a public 
_ diſplay of his inſenſibility on the death of his ſon, 1c60—an an. 
ecdote of his g <ce's behaviour on this misfortune, ib. 
Benſon Mr. challenged as a juryman, 212. - 
Bingley Mr. his impriſonment for two years, 150. | 
Blackſtone Dr. ſolicitor to the Queen, 53—more ſolicitous to 
preſerve his place than his reputation, ib. — charged with having 
delivered different doctrines in the Ilouſe of Commons from 
what he had written in his commentaries, 6S that when he 
poke in the houle he never once thought of the Commentaries, 
until the contradiction was unexpettedly urged, 65—contra- 
dicts the miniſtry ſometimes as well as himſelf, 81. 
Bradſhaw Mr. affirms, that every part of Mr. Hyne's purchaſe 
money was paid to Colonel Burguoyne, 175—an Intimacy be- 
twixt him and Lord Irnham, 220, 1 85 8 
Biromſſeld Mr. Surgeon, his opinion in regard to the death of 
Gecrge Clarke, who received a blow at the Breniford election, 37 
Brooke Dr. ſaid to be quartered on the ſalary of a patent piacy 
purchaſed by Mr. Hine, 110, 4 „ 
Buccareli, the Spaniſh governor of Port Egmont, acted in 
obedience to his order, 155 if he had acted without it, he de- 
ſerved death. 137. . | 
Burgoyne Colonel, his expences at Preſton, 109—the pui— 
chaſe money of a patent place {aid to be given him for his ſer- 
8 vice, 


\ 
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vice at Preſton, 110 no man more tender of his reputation, ib. 

Bute Earl of, his interview with the Duke of Bedford, 8g— 
not of a temper :o relinquiſh power though he retired from 
employment, 85—ſtipulations made betwixt him and the Duke 


of Bedford violated, 1b.treats the Duke with contempt when 
again ſoliciting his friendſhip, 86—forced into the prince of 


Wales s houſehold, contrary to the late King's inclination, 113. 
Calcraft Mr, when he determined to be a patriot, 209. 
Cambden Lord, attributes to the crown a power, in caſe of 

neceſſity, to ſuſpend the operation of an act of the legiſlature, 

206—h1s doctrine in this reſpe& conſidered and refuted, 210 
Carlton houſe, the tutelage and dominion of the heir apparent 

laid there many years ago, 113. 

Charles I. lived and died a hypocrite, 47. 
Charles II. a hypocrite, though of another ſort, ib. 
Chatham Lord, introduces the Duke of Grafton on the poli- 


tical ſtage, ib, —obliged to withdraw his name from an adminiſ- 


tration formed on the credit of it, 43—the motive of giving 
the thanks of the city to him, 1909—an encomium on him by 
m dads B Rt | vw 
Clergy. their incapacity to fit in the houſe of commons, 77. 
Coke, Sir Edward, his opinion with regard to the power of 
the houſe of commons committing for contempt, 171. 


Colonies, thoſe of America alienated from their natural aſſec- 


tion to the mother-country, 18—receive ſpirit and argument 


from the declaration of Mr, Pitt and Lord Cambden, ib.—the 
ſtamp act repealed, and a new mode of taxing the colonies in- 


vented, ib,—the coloniſts equally deteſt the pageantry of a king 
and the hypocriſy of a biſhop, 119. 1 K 


- 


Commons houſe of, the ſituation they are reduced to by their 
vote on the Middleſex election, 9g—ſaid to have transferred their 
gratitude from their parents to their benefactors, 117—have aſ- 


ſumed an authority equal to an act of the legiſlature, 121.— 
have transferred the right of election from the collective to the 
repreſentative body, 122—they are only interpreters to convey 


the ſenſe of the people to the Crown, 137 did not dare to al- 


ſert their own dignity when grolsly attacked, 141 - would beſt 
conſult their dignity by appealing to the laws when they are of- 


ſender, 167. | | 


Corjica would never have been invaded, if the Britiſh court 


had igterpoſed with dignity and firmnels, 49. 


Emin, 161 —an ex-reſſion of his in the time of Charles I. 187. 


Cumberland, the late Duke of, in his time parliamentary influ- 
ence prevailed leaſt in the army, 29, h 


D 


5 Dingly Mr. becomes a candidate for the county of Middleſex, 


Dodd 


99. 2 


Crondbell, ver, with all his crimes had the ſpirit of an Eng- 
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Dodd, Captain, applied to Captain Garth for the aſſiſtance of 
his guard to reſcue General Ganſel, 106. 
Draper, Sir William, his defence of the Marquis of Granby 
againſt the charges of Junius, 22 refers him to the united voice 
of the army, and all Germany, for inſtances of the military {kill 
and capacity of the Marquis of Granby, 29—his anſwer on his 
own account, go—accuſed of making a traffiick of the royal fa. 
vour, 33—his anſwer to a queſtion of Junius, ib.—complains 
of the aſſertion of Junius, that he had fold the companions of 
His ſucceſs, 88—that it is a malicious falſehood, and bids the 
writer ſtand forth and avow the charge, ib.—appeals to the gen. 
tlemen to whom he had made application in this affair, 89 
that he has read his letter to the Duke of Bedford with horror 
and aſtoniſhment, wherein an affectionate father is upbraided 
with the loſs of an only and moſt amiable ſon, ga- that Junius 
goes wantonly out of his way to torment declining age, ib.— he 
is called upon to prove the Duke's avarice before he makes his 
Haſty and wicked concluſions, 9gg—but if an ambaſſador loves 
money too much, 1s this a proof that he has taken any to betray 
his country? ib,—Sir William's account of the miniſterial quar- 
rels, 94—that the Duke, however potent as he 1s, 1s amenable 
to juſtice, and the parliament is the high and ſolemn tribunal, gg, 
Ellis, Mr. Welbore, whether he makes or ſuppreſſes a mo- 
ion, is ſure of his diſgrace, 195, Bats 
Expulſion from the Houſe of Commons, whether it creates 
incapacity of being re-eletted, bg & ſeq.— Mr. Walpole's cale 
con ſidered as a precedent, 71. 1 1 18 
Eyre John, bailed by Lord Mansfield, 218. this affair ſtated 
and examined according to the ſtatutes in ſuch caſes, 224. 
_ Felony, whether or not bailable, 229—the ſtatutes relative to 
bail in criminal matters ſtated in due order, 225. ; Fo 
Foote, Mr, Surgeon, his evidence on the trial of M'Quirk, 37, 
Game laws oppreſſive to the ſubject, 218. | 
Ganſel, General, his reſcue from the bailiffs near the Tilt-yard 
in St, James's Park, 102 he ſolicited a corporal and other 
ſoldiers to aſſiſt him in making his eſcape, 106, | 
| Garth, Captain, declined appearing himſelf, but ſtood aloof 
while Captain Dodd took upon him to order out the Kings 
guard to reicue General Ganiel, ib. . | 
Giſborne, Colonel, a regiment ſaid. to be ſold to him, 28— 
Colonel Draper reſigned it to him for his half-pay, g1—accepts 
of a penſion for the government of Kinſale, 146. 
Grafton, Duke of, upon what footing he firſt took, and ſoon 
after reſigned the office of ſecretary of tate, 17 the only att 
of mercy to which he adviſed his ſovereign received with diſ- 
| | appiobation 
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approbation, 36 —his eſtabliſhment of a new tribunal, zB̃ —ne 


y fatal mark fixed on every meaſure wherein he is concerned, gg. 
a ſingular inſtance of youth without ſpirit, 40—obliged either 

| to abandon a uſeful partizan, or to protect a felon from public 

$ juſtice, ib. —accuſed of balancing his non-execution of the laws, 

. with a breach of the conſtitution, 43 - the ſeating Mr. Luttrell 

i in the houſe of commons entails on poſterity the immediate ef- 

f fects of his adminiſtration, ib,—1n his ſyſtem of government he 


addreſſes himſelf ſimply to the touch. 46—his character con- 
ſidered as a ſubje& of curious ſpeculation, ib. reſemblance 
thereof to that of. his royal progenitors, 47—at his ſetting out, 
a patriot of no unpromiſing expectations, ib, —has many com- 
| WW penſations to make in the cloſet for his former friendſhip with 
| Mr. Wilkes, ib,——his union by marriage not imprudent in a 
political view, 48—his Grace's public conduct as a miniſter, the 
counter part of his private hiſtory 49—in the whole courſe of 
his life a ſtrange endeavour to unite contradictions, 52—his in- 
ſult on public decorum at the Opera-houſe, 53—his reaſons for 
deſerting his friends, ib.—his political infant ſtate, childhood, 
puberty, and manhood, 54——if his Grace's abilities had been | 
able to keep pace with the principles of his heart, he would | 
have been a formidable miniſter, 5;5—the people find a reſource i 


in the weakneſs of his underſtanding, ib.—-charged with being 
the leader of a ſervile adminiſtration collected from the deſerters | 
of all parties, 56—his coyneſs in rejecting Mr. Vaughan's pro- | 
poſals is ſaid to 1eſemble the termagant chaſtity of a prude, 108 9 
is called upon to tell che price of the patent purchaſed by Mr. 0 
Hine, jeg — will he dare (ſays Junius) to proſecute Vaughan, ö 
whilſt he is ſetting up the royal patronage to auction? ib.—in | 
his public character has injured every ſubject in the empire, 124 1 
the event of all the ſacrifices he made to Lord Bute's patronage, 1 
üb. at the moſt active period of life obliged to quit the 1 
buſy ſcene, and conceal himſelf from the world, ib. the neglect — | 
of the petitions and remonſtrances a part of his original plan of 134 
government, 125 was contented with pronouncing Colonel w! 
Luttrell's panegyrick, 145 is reſtored to his rank under the il 
royal dane, 174 is acknowledged by Junius to have great Nh 
| 
| 


intrinſic merit, but is cautioned not to value it too highly, ib. 108 
Ein vain weculd his Majeſty have looked round for a more con- | 

ſummate character, ib,—remembers with gratitude how the Duke 
accommodated his morals to the neceſſity of his ſervice, 175 
the abundance of merit in the Duke to ſecure the favour of his 
ſovereign. ib.— a ſtriking peculiarity in his character, 176—his 
Grace's re- appointment in the cabinet announced to the public 
by the ominious return of Lord Bute, 17% -in whatever mea- 
ſure concerned, he makes the government of the beſt of princes 
contemptible and ridiculous, ib. his baſeneſs affirmed to be the 

cauſe of, greater miſchief to England than even the unfortunate. 
ambition of Lord Bute, 194—to what enormous exceſſes the in- 
| R Os fluence 


—— —— — 
* 


to have ſuffered more by his friends than his enemies, 32. 


niſter, 18—vindicated from ſome reflections thrown out againſt 
Him in a pamphlet written in defence of Sir William Black ſtone, 


chargaa him with inconſiſtancy and ſelf contradiction, 183 that 
6 lecle no reluctance to attack the character of any man, 184— 
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Auence of the erqwn has condufted his Grace without a ſpark 
of perſonal reſolution, 199—in what a hopeful condition he 
delivered He nary io his ſucceſſor, 200—the navy being in 
great want of timber, a warrant was made out to cut timber in 
Whittlebury foreſt where the Duke. is heriditary ranger, 201 
his Grace's perſecution of the deputy ſuryeyor-for attempting to 
cut down the trees when he happened not to have the. warrant 
in his pocket, ib.—the Duke aſſerted upon his honour that in x 
the grant the property of the timber is veſted in the ranger, ib. po 
— the very reverſe affirmed to be the truth, ib. —yet the oaks fo 
keep their ground, the King is defrauded, and the navy ſuffers; 


all this to appeaſe the Duke of Grafton, ib.—the mortification ' iſ th 
he received on the defeat of Sir James Lowther, 219—his ex- * 
apes in haſtening the grant to transfer the Duke of Port- by 
land's property to Sir James Lowther, 221. SOIT: h 
_ Granby Lord, accuſed of accumulating in his own perſon and h 
family a number of lucrative employments, 20——his cares con- 
287 to filling up vacancies, ih. prai ſed and vindicated by Sir © 
William Draper, againſt the charge of Junius, 2g—the united 
voice of the army and all Germany will tell inſtances of his 
military {ſk ill and capacity, 29 his reputation is ſaid by Junius ' 


 Grenuille, Mr. at any rate to be diſtreſſed becauſe he was mi. 


56——reccives the chaſtiſement from the chair in the houſe of 


Harley Mr. the intereſt of government in the city, ſaid to be 
committed to him, 178. „„ TO 
Harry the Eight, by the ſubmiſſion of his parliament, as ab- 
ſolute as Louis the: Fourteenth, 160. | ; 


. 


Har be. Sir Edward, this country highly indebted to him, 20 
Hilſborough, Earl of, called forth to govern America, 18—his 


meaſures cenſured, 19, 


Hine, Mr. a patent purchaſed by him. 109-—the price at 
which. the place was knocked down, 110. ap WER oe 
Horne, Mr. his unfortunate endeavours in ſupport of the no- 
mination of ſheriffs, 178 in his principles already a biſhop, 179 
emit is the W gained under this fignature which draws 
from him a reply, 1b,—that he is ready to lay down his life in, 
oppoſition to the miniſterial meaſures, 189—that he did not ſo- 
Neit one vote in favour of Meſſrs. Plumbe and Kirkman, ib.— 
:eculed of having fold himſelf to the miniſtry, from his own 
241077, 131—-his mode of attack on Mr. Wilkes cenſured, ib.— 
i blamce for introducing the name of a young lady into the newſ- 
132075, 152—1s charged with having duped Mr, Oliver, ib. 


— 


* 
that 


that he darkneſs in which he thinks himſelf ſhrouded has not 
concealed him, 186-=refleQions on the tendency of Junius's 
rinciples, 187—that Mr. Wilkes did commiſſion Mr. Thoma 
Walpole to ſolicit a penſion for him, 188—that, according to 


unius, Mr, Wilkes ought to hold the ſtring of his benefactor's 
urſes ſo long as he continues to be a thorn in the King's fide, 189 — 


that the leaders of the oppoſition refuſed to ſtipulate certain 


points for the public, in caſe they ſhould get into adminifira- 


tion, ib.—is charged with 3 the terms of Junius's pro- 


poſition when he ſuppoſes him to aſſert, it would be impoſſible. 


for any man to write inithe newſpaper, and not to be diſcovered, 


191—that he deals in fiction, and therefore naturally appeals to 


the evidence of the poets 192——is allowed a dogte of merit 
which aggravates his guilt, ib.—his furious perſecuting zeal has 


by gentle degrees ſoftened into moderation, 193—ſhameful for 
him who has lived in friendſhip with Mr, Wilkes to reproach 


him for <p g's connefted with deſpair, 1 95: PE 
Humphrey, Mr. his treatment of the Duke of Bedford on the 
courſe at Litchfield, 84. 0 . | 


Ireland, the people of, have been uniformly plundeted and 


oppreſſed, 11S, 55 
Irnham. Lord, father of Colonel Luttrell, 220. 


Judge, one may be honeſt enough in the deciſion of private 


cauſes, yet a traitor to the public, 20. 


* 5 


Junius, approves of Sir William Draper's ſpirit in giving his 


name to the public. but that it was a proof of nothing but ſpirit 


29 requires ſome inſtances of the military {kill and capacity of 


Jord Granby, 26—puts ſome queries to Sir William as to his 
own conduct, 27—called upon by Sir William to give his real 
name, 28—explains Sir William's bargain with Colonel Gif- 


bourne, g949——declares himſelf to be a plain unlettered man, 
34=calls upon Sir William to juſtify his declaration of the So- 
vereign's having done an act in his favour contrary to w_ 25 


—takes his leave of Sir William, ib.—to the Duke of Grafton, 
| Ry wh the only act of mercy to which the Duke adviſed his 

ajeſty, meets with 1 r it was hazarding 
too much to interpoſe the ſtrength of the prerogative between 


fuch a felon as M'Quirk and the jyſtice of his country, zy—the 


pardoning of this man, and the reaſons alledged for ſo doing, 
conhdered, 38 that one fatal mark ſeems to be fixed on every 
meaſure of his Grace, whether in a perſonal or political charac- 
ter, 99 that a certain miniſterial writer does not defend the 
miniſter as to the pardoning M'Quirk upon his own principles, 
4o=that his Grace can beſt tell for which of Mr, Wilkes's 


good qualities he firſt honoured him with his friendſhip, ib. 


a citation from Mr, Weſton's pamphlet in defence of the par- 
doning of M'Quirk, with remarks, 42—=that the Duke of Graf- 


ton was at firſt ſcrupulous of even exerciſing thoſe powers with 


Which the executive power of the legiſlature is inveſted, N 
| : | that 


— — tr” perm, erage eNOS a 
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that he reſerved the proofs of his intrepid ſpirit for trials of 
eg hazard, 43—that he ballanced the non. execution of the 
aws with a breach of the conſtitution, ib. that his Grace ad- 
dreſſes himſelf ſimply to the touch, 46—his character reſembles 


that of his royal anceſtors, 47 if his Grace's talents could keep 


Pace with the principles of his heart, he would have been a molt 


formidable miniſter, 55—that he became the leader of an ad- 
miniſtration collected from the deſerters of all parties, 56 ——the 


queſtion ariſing from Mr. Wilkes's expulſion, and the appoint. 


purpoſe, 73— 


incapacity aroſe from the crimes he had committed, 74 they 


ment of Mr, Luitreil, attempted to be ſtated with juſtice and 
preciſion, 59 — the expulſion of Mr, Walpole and his re- elec- 
tion, how far a caſe in point, .61—a certain pamphlet written 
in defence of Sir William Black ſtone's conduct conſidered, 64 
Mr. Grenville and Sir William Meredith vindicated from ſome 
alperſions in this pamphlet, 66 that a certain writer who de- 


fends the proceedings with regard to the Middleſex election 


only quotes ſuch part of Mr. Walpole's caſe as ſeems to ſuit his 
| that the Houſe meant to declare Mr, Walpole's 


alſo declared the other candidate not duly elected. 76—expla- 
nation of ſome paſſages in the laſt letter, 78 That the Duke of 
Bedford has loſt much real authority and importance, 83—the 


degree of judgment he has ſhown in carrying his own ſyſtem 


into execution, 84--the importance of his embaſly to the court 
of Verſailles, 8;—the meaſures he took to obtain and confirm his 
power, 86 


Junius under that character, had no right to know him under 


That Sir William Draper after having attacked 


any other, go——that Sir William was appointed Colonel to a 


regiment greatly out of his turn, ib. — Junius thinks it by no 


means neceſſary he ſhould be expoſed to the reſentment of the 


— 


worſt and moſt powerful men in this country, gq1———sir 
William ſtil) continues to be a fatal friend, 9g 


ſiders nothing in the caule he adopts but the difficulty of 
defending it, ib. he may reſt aſſured the Duke of Bedford 
laughs with equal indifference at Junius's reproaches and Sir 
William's diſtreſs about him, ib.—admitting the ſingle inſtance 
of his Grace's generoſity, the public may perhaps demand ſome 
other proofs of his munificence, g9b—though there was no do- 
cument left of any treaſonable negociation, yet the conduct and 
known temper of the miniſter carried an internal evidence, ib. 


_ — Junius applauds the ſpirit with which a lady has paid the debt 


of gratitude to her bene factor, gy—this ſingle benevolent action 
is perhaps the more conipicuous from ſtanding alone, g8—the 


preſent miniſtry as ſingularly marked by their fortune as their 


crimes, 101—they ſeem determined to perplex us with the mul- 


titude of their offences, ib,——a Major general of the army ar- 
Teſted for a conſiderable debt, and reſcued by a ſerjeant and 


{ome private ſoldiers, 102——that this is a wound given to the 
law and no remedy applied, ib. the main queſtion is how the 5 
| | | niſtry 


—he con- 
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niſtry have ated on this occaſion, 109—the aggravating cir- 
cumſtances ofthis affair, 1b.—that the regiments of guards, as a 
corps are neither good ſubjects nor good ſoldiers, ib. the march- 
ing regiments the braveſt troops in the world, 104—that he ad- 


mits the claim of Modeſtus in the Gazetteer, 108—that Modeſf. 


tus having in ſinuated, that the offenders in the reſcue may (till 
| be brought to a trial, any attempts to prejuage the cauſe would 
be highly improper, ib.—if the gentlemen whoſe conduct is in 
queſtion are not brought to a trial, the Duke of Grafton ſhall 


hear from him again, ib.— leaves it to his countrymen to deter- 
mine, whether he is moved by malevolence or animated by a 


juſt purpoſe of obtaining a ſatisfaction to the laws of the coun- 


try, ib. — Junius gives the Duke of Grafton credit for his diſcre- 


tion in refuſing Mr. Vaughan's propoſals, 109—aſks' what was 
the price of Mr. Hine's patent, 1b, and whether the Duke 


dares to complain of an attack upon his own honour, while he 
is ſelling the favours of the Crown, ib. — Junius is ſurpriſed at 


the filence of his Grace's friends to the charge of having ſold a 
| patent place, ib, the price at which the place was knocked 
down, 110—that there is none of all his Grace's friends hardy 


enough to deny the charge, ib, that Mr. Vaughan's offer 
amounted to a high miſdemeanour, 111—the opinion of a learn- 
ed judge on this matter, ib.—Junius ſuppoſes a well intentioned 


prince aſking advice for the happineſs of his ſubjects, 112—and 
an honeſt man, when permitted to approach a king, in what 
terms he would addreſs his ſovereign, 1b, he ſeparates the 


' amiable prince from the folly and treachery of his ſervants, 113 
—and that the King ſhould diſtinguiſh bet wixt his own dignity 


and what ſerves only to promote the intereſt and ambition of a 


miniſter, 114-—that he ſhould withdraw his confidence from all 


parties. and conſult his own underſtanding, ib,—that there is 


an original bias in his education, ib.— that a little perſonal mo- 


tive was ſuffiicent to remove the ableſt ſervants of the crown, 
 115—that Mr, Wilkes, though he attacked the favourite, was un- 
worthy of a King's perſonal reſentment. ib. that the deſtruction 
of one man has been for years the ſole objett of government, 


116—that his miniſters had forced the ſubjects from wiſhing 
well to the cauſe of one man, to unite with him in their own, 
1b,—that nothing leſs than a repeal of a certain reſolution can 


heal the wound given to the conſtitution, 117—If an Engliſh 


King be hated or deſpiſed, he muit be unhappy, 118—that the 


Prince takes the ſenſe of the army from the conduct of the guards, 
as he does that of the people from the repreſentations of the 


miniſter, 120 that the Houſe of Commons have attributed io 


their own vote an authority equal to an act of the legiſlature, 121 
the Duke of Grafton in his public character has injured every ſub- 
ject of the empire, 124—at the moſt active period of life he muſt 
quit the buſy ſcene, and conceal himſelf lrom the world, ib.— 
that the neglect of the remonſtrances and petitiong was part of 
iP | his 
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his original plan of government, 125—the ſituation in which 
he abandoned his royal maſter, 126——that he either differed 
From his colleagues, or thought the adminiſtration no longer 
tenable, 127—that he began with betraying the people, and 
concluded with betraying the King, ib.—Juntus takes leave of 
the Duke, 128—— the King's anſwer to the city remon trance 
_ eonfidered, 130—the grievances of the people aggravated by in- 
fults, ib. if any part of the repreſentative body be not choſen 
by the people, that part vitiates and corrupts the whole, ib.— 
in ſtead of an anſwer to the petition, his Majeſty pronouncey 
his own panegyrick, 131—whether the remonſtrance be or be 
not injurious to the parliament 1s the very queſtion between the 
Parliament and the people, ib,—the city of London has not do. 
fired the King to aſſume a power placed in other hands, 132— 
they call upon him to make uſe of his royal prerogative, ib.— 
that the King's anſwer to the city remonſtrance is only the ſen. 
timents of the miniſter, 193—the conſequences however, ma- 
terially affect his Majeſty's honour, ib.—he ſhould never appear 
dut in an amiable light to his ſubjeRs, ib.—his Majeſty intro. 
_ duced too often in the preſent reign to act for or defend his ſer. 
vants, 1g5—an appeal to his Majeſty's judgment, 1 36—addrefſy 
from parliament conſidered as a faſhionable unmeaning formal. 
ry, ib. the conſequences of them conſidered when ſuppoſed to 
mean what they profels, ib. while parliament was fitting, it 
would neither have been ſafe nor regular to offer any opinion 
concerning their proceedings, igy—we had a right to expett 
ſomething from their prudence and ſomething from their fears, 
 238——the majority of the Houſe of Lords join with the other 
Houſe, 140——they would hardly have yielded {o much to the 
ether Houſe, without the certainty of a compenſation, ib. 
the Houſe of Commons did not vindicate their own dignity 
when groſsly attacked, 141—the buſineſs of the ſeſſion after 
voting the ſupplies and ſettling the Middleſex election, 142— 
the ſituation of the King after the prorogation of parliament, 143 
— Lord North has the honour of rewarding Mr. Luttrell's ſer- 
vices, 145—1s called upon to'tell who advited the King to ap- 
po Colonel Luttiell Adjutant general to the army of Ire— 
land, ib.—ſome ſecret purpoſe in view by ſuch an appointment, 
246—the danger of writing to Lord Mansfield, as he becomes 
a party and a judge, 147— a tribute paid to his Scotch ſincerity, 


3þ,—that he conſoles Wimſelffor the loſs of a favourite family by 


reviving the maxims of their government, 1 48—that his maxims 
of juriſprudence direct his interpretation of the laws and treat- 
ment of juries, ib. that tlie court of King's Bench becomes 
thereby a court of equity, 149q——his conduct with regard to 
Bingley's affair, ib.—that he invades the province of a jury in 


the matter of libel, 130— that his charge to the jury in the pro- 


ſeeution againſt Almon and Woodfall contradicted the higheſt 
legal authorities, 151 —that he ordered a ſpecial juryman io be 


. 


— — 
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ert aſide without any legat objeftion, 132 —is accuſed of having 
done great miſchie fs to this country as a miniſter, ib. violence 
and oppreſſion at home ſupported by treachery and ſubmiſſion 
abroad, 154—the plan of domeſtic policy from his Majeſty's ac- 
ceſſion to the throne Fg any mere oem of his * 
15g the expedition of the Spaniards again{t Port Egmont, ib. 
bis Majeſty's ſhip detained i. port en ib. 
the King's ſpeech. November 177%, confidered, 156—if' the a- 
tual ſituation. of Europe be conſidered when the affair of Port 
Egmont happened, the treachery of the King's ſervants muſt ap- 
pear in the ſtrongeſt colours, 138 -a moſt favonrable opportu- 
nity loſt, ib. the materials of a fable from the affair of Port 
Egmont, 139 — nothing now to be apprehended from prevoga- 
tive, but much from undue influence, 16g—our political eli · 
mate ſeverely altered, 164 - the nature and origin of privileges 
traced and conſidered, 165 that his Majeſty would in vain have 
look ed round the kingdom for a character ſo conſummate as the 
Duke of Grafton, 174—that his Grace did not. negloſt the ma- ! 
giſtrate while he flattered the many 175—that he has merit in 9 


abundance to recommend him to- the-ſovereign,/ ib chat ha 
mas never formed. a friendſhip which has not been. fatal to tho 13 


ohjelt of it, 176 - the ſervices he has done his maſter have been 

faithfully recorded, 177 his Grace's re- appointment to/a-ſoat 
in the cabinet, how announced to the public, ib. the Duke is 

the pillow on which Junius propoſes to roſt all his 2 

179 From Mr. Horne's own-letters he is ſuppoſed to have-ſold 

himſelf to the miniſtry, 181 -in order to gratify his- perſonal 
hatred to Mr. Wilkes, that he ſacrificed the cauſe of the country 
as far as was in his power, ib. when the public expected diſ- 
eoveries, highly intereſting to the community, from Mr. Horne, 
what a pityful detail was produced, ib.— he had ſo little po -er 
to do miſchief, that it is much to be queſtioned if the miniſtry 

| will adhere to the promiſes they may have made him, 182 

if any coarſe expreſſions have eſcaped: Junius, he agrees they are 

| unfit for his pen, but that they may not have been improperly. 
applied, 191 ——upon Mr, Horne's terms there is no danger in 
being a patriot, 192 —by what gentle degrees his perſecuting 
zeal has ſoſtened into moderation, 19g -an high encomium on ö 
Lord Chatham, igꝗ4a—-what excuſe can Mr. Horne make for la- 4 
bouring to promote such a conſummately bad man as Mr. Wilkes | $ 
to a ſtation of ſuch truſt and importance, 195—the beſt of princes 1 

j 


not diſpleaſed with the abuſe thrown. upon his oſtenſible miniſ- 
ters, 196 —that the Duke of Grafton has done as much miſchief 
to the community as Cromwell would have done had he been a 
coward, 198 - che enormous exceſſes. through: which court. in- 
lluence has ſafely: conducted his Grace without a ray of real un- 
derſtanding. 199 — it is like the univerſal paſſport of an ambaſſa- 1 
dor, ib. his majeſty im want of money, and the navy in want ß | 
Umber, 2002 warrant madgout: for cutting-down _y — 
| | | | | Iittle- 
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Whittlebury Foreſt, of which the Duke is heriditary ranger, $61 
his Grace's behaviour on this occaſion, ib.—that the election of 
the Lord Mayor was a point in which every member of the 
community was intereſted, 202-—othe queſtion to thoſe who 
mean fairly to the liberty of the people, lies within a very nar- 
row compaſs, 2039—Mr. Naſh's character confidered as a magiſ. 
trate and a public man, ib, he cannot alter his conduct with. 
out confeſſing that he never acted upon principle of any kind, 
ib. — Junius laments the unhappy differences which have ariſen 
among the friends of the people, 204% the inſidious partiſan 
who foments the diſorder, ſees the fruit of his induſtry ripen 
beyond his hopes, ib.—that Mr. Wilkes has no reſource but in 
the public favour, 205 - that Mr. Sawbridge has ſhown himſelf 
| poſſeſſed of that republican firmneſs which the times require, 
206—the right of preſſing founded originally upon a neceſſity, 
which ſupercedes all argument, 207—the deſigns of Lord Mans 
feld ſubtile, effectual, and ſecure, ib.— we ſhould not reject the 
ſervices or friendſhip of any man, becauſe he differs from us in 
a particular. opinion, 208 - patriotiſm, it ſeems, may be improved 
by tranſplanting, ib. — Junius defended in three material point; 
217— charges Lord Mansfield with doing what was illegal n 
bailing Eyre, 218 —engages to make good his charge, 219 
That the Duke of Grafton violates his own rules of decorum, 
when he does not inſult the man whom he has betrayed, 2 20 
Junius undertakes to prove the charge againſt Lord Mansfield, 
221—that the ſuperior power of bailing for felony, claimed by 
the Court of King's Bench, has only the negative aſſent of the 
Legiſlature, 223—that a perſon poſitively charged with feloni- 
ouſly ſtealing, and taking with the ſtolen goods upon him, is 
not bailable, ib, ——authorities quoted to ſupport this opinion, 
224—the ſeveral ſtatutes relative to bail in criminal caſes ſtated 
jn due order, 225—the law, as ſtated, applied to the caſe of 
John Eyre, who was committed for felony, 234—Junius calls 
upon Lord Cambden'to ſtand forth in the defences of the laws 
of his country, 236——extract of a letter from Junius to Mr, 
Wilkes, 237. F SE . 1 
Ltgomer, Lord, the army taken from him much againſt his 
inclination, 27. 75 . 
London, city of, has given an example in what manner a King 
of this country ſhould be adureſſed, 58, | 5 
Lottery, the worſt way of railing money upon the people, 17. 
Loyalty, what it is, 15, Phe: „ > 
Iuttrell, Mr. patronized by the Duke of Grafton with ſuc- 
seſs, 43, —the aſſertion, that two thirds of the nation approve 
of his admillion into parliament, cannot be maintained nor con- 
Futed by argument, -2—the appointment of, 1 nvades the foun- 
dation of the laws themſelves, 37 —a ſtrain of proſtitution in 
his character admired for its fingularity, 145. 1 
5 


Lynn, burgeſles of, re- elect Mr. Walpole after being expelled, 


61. 

5 | | M. . os 

M'Quirk, the King's warrant for his pardon, gy-the pardon- 
ing of him much blamed, and the reaſons alleged for ſo doing 
refuted, 388. | 7 : 
Manilla ranſom diſhonourably given up, 28—the- miniſters 
ſaid to be deſirous to do juſtice in this affair, but their efforts in 
vain, Jl. SK ad * 

Mansfeld, Lord, extracts from his ſpeech in the court of King's 


Bench, in regard to the offer of money made by Vaughan to 


the Duke of Grafton for the reverſion of a place, 11 1—a tribute 
paid by Junius to his Scotch ſincerity, 147—that his Lordſhip 


had ſome original attachments which he took every opportunity 


to acknowledge, ib.—is charged with reviving the maxims of 
government of his favourite family, 148—that he follows an 
uniform plan to enlarge the power of the Crown, ib.—that he 


labours to contract the power of the jury, ib,—that inſtead of 


poſitive rules by which a court ſhould be determined, he has in- 
troduced his own unſettled notions of equity, 149 his conduct 
in regard to Bingley's confinement and releaſe, ib.—his char 

to the Jury in caſes of libel contradicts the higheſt legal autho- 


rities, 131 —his Lordſhip reminded of the name of Benſon, 152 


_ —charged with doing much miſchief to this country as a miniſ- 
ter, ib. the ſuſpicious applaule given by him to Lord Chatham, 


211—the doctrine he delivers to a jury, 212—his reaſons for 


challenging a juryman, ib,—accuſed of endeavouring to ſcreen 


the King's brother, 213—charged by Junius for bailing a man 


not bailable by the laws of England, 218. 


Middleſeæ, the election for, attended with one favourable con- 
ſequence for the people, 43—3s a fact highly injurious to the 


right of the people, and as à precedent, one of the moſt dan- 
e , on on on To Y LDL: 
_ Miniſters, tobe acquainted with the merit of, we need only 
obſerve the condition of the people. 16—the miſcondutt of, has 


produced a ſudden and extraordinary change within theſe few 


years in Great Britain, ib. the conduct and character, not the 
deſcription of miniſters, the cauſe of national calamities, 25 


the miniſter who by corruption invades the freedom of election, 


and the ruffian who, by open violence deſtroys that freedom, 
embarked in the ſame bottom, 35 —he is the tenant of the day, 


and has no inheritance, 139. 1 


Modeſius charges Junius with abſurdity in his Writings, 96— 
cannot diltinguiſh between a ſarcaſm anda contradiction, ib, ig 


accuſed of miſquoting what Junius ſays of conſcience, and 


making the ſentence ridiculous by making it his own, 99. 


Muſgrave, Dr, his firmneſs and integrity on his examinati- 
en. be fore the houſe of commons, 141. e 


Neſh. 


\ - 
* 
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Nafh, Mr. his behaviour as a magiſtrate and a public man 
con ſidered, 20g. 5 

Nation, when ſafety of it is at ſtake, ſuſpicion is a ſufficient 
ground for iuquiry, 1. be hs 
North, Lord, Chancellor of the Exchequer, 17,—warned to 


think ſerigufly before he increates the public debt, ib ——the. 


© @ * 


palm of miniſterial firmneſs transferred to him, 12g —his boaſt- 
ed firmneſs and conſiſtency, 19 5—had the means in hig poſſeſ- 

ſion of reducing all the four per cents at once, 143 that he ſhall 
Bot haye time to new model the Iriſh army, 146— perhaps 


only the blind inſtrument of Lord Bute and the Princeſs Dow- 


2821, ib. | 4 | FINES ST #447 33 „ 
a Nope, Mr. Attorney- general, his opimon of the privilege of 
the hqule of commons to commit for contempt, 171. 


Old Noll deſtined to he the ruin of the houſe of Stuart, 59— 
does not deny that Corſica has been ſacrificed to the Frenel,, 54 

Parſons, Ann, miſtreſs to the Duke of Graſton, 45——led 
into public by his Grace, and placed at the head of his table, 
&1—handed through the opera-houſe in preſence of the Queen 
by the fiſt, Lord of the Treaſury, 53. 


fets intended: thereby, 16. 55 „ 
People, ſubmiſſion of a free, a compliance with. laws which 

they themſelves have enacted, 15—in reading the hiſtory of, 
how we become intereſted in their cauſe, ib,—an impartial ad- 


miniſtration of juſtice the firmeſt bond to engage their affections 
to government, 20. on. 


aid. de- 
camp to the King, and had the rank of colonel, before he had 
the regiment, 32. | 5 | 


 Bhlalo Junius, ſays, that the Puke of Grafton's friends, in the 


_ Percy, Karl, placed at the head of a regiment, 29 


conteſt with Junius, are reduced to the general charge of icur- 5, 


rility and falſehood, 5i—the truths of Junius's fects of import- 
ance to the public, ib.—a reviſal and conſideration of them as 


they appeared in letter xii, ib,—that in the whole courſe of the 


Duke of Grafton's life there is a ſtrange endeavour to unite con- 
tiadictions, 52—a violation of public decorum ſhould never be 
forgiven, 53—the Duke of Grafton's conduct in this reſpett, ib. 
— his Grace has always ſome reaſon for deſerting his friends, 


ib.— the objeftions of G. A. to Junius's ſtate of the queſtion 
as ig the Middleſex election conſidered, 62 that a correſpond- 


ent of the St. James's Evening Foſt miſuncerſtocd Junius, 68 
that it appears evident that Di. Blackilone never once thought 
of his Commentaries when ſpeaking in the houſe of commons, 
until the conrtradiEion was urged, ib, —charges the miniſtry 


with introducing a new ſyſtem of logic, which he calls urge” 
| 5 N 1 IN men 


Parties, the idea of uniting does not produce the ſalutary ef- 


INDEX, . 7 + 


ment againſt fact, 79—that he is aſſured Junius will never de- 
ſcend to a diſpute with ſuch a writer as Modeſtus, g8—an ex- 
amination of the inſtances brought to ſupport the charge of 
Junius being an Iriſhman, ib,—that Modeftus miſquotes what 
Junius ſays of conſcience, and makes the ſentence ridiculous by 


making it is own, 99— that Anti-Junius triumphs, in having, 


as he ſuppoſes, cut off an outpoſt of Junius, 160—that Junius 
does not {peak of the Spaniſh nation, but the Spaniſh court, as 
the natural enemies of England, ib,—if it were not the refpect 


he bears the miniſter, he eould name a man, who, without one 


grain of underſtanding, can do half as much as Oliver Crom- 
well, 161—as to a ſecret ſyſtem in the cloſet, that this can only 
be determined by appearances, ib.—that thoſe who object to 
detached parts of Junius's laſt letter, do not mean fairly or have 
not. con 2 ſcope of his argument, 168 - that Junius does 


not expect a diſſolution of parliament will deſtroy corruption, 


but will be a terror and check to their ſucceſſors, 169 Junius's 
conſtruction of the vote, declaring Mr. Walpole's incapacity, ib. 
—2 quotation from a tract of Lord Somers to ſupport this con- 
ſtruction, 170 if this conſtruction be admitted, the advocates 
of the houſe of commons muſt be reduced to the neceſſity of 


maintaining one of the groſſeſt abſurdities, ib.—that the houſe 


| of commons certainly did not foreſee one effect proceeding from 
their vote about the Middleſex election, ib. — the doctrine of 
Junius concerning the power of the commons to commit for 


| contempt not new, 11 the vanity and impiety of Junius are 
become the perpetual topics of abuſe, 1979—the proofsbrought to 
ſupport ſuch charges conſidered, 274—the charge of vanity and 


impiety proved to deſtroy itſelf, 1b,—that Junius's inclination 
leads him to treat Lord Cambden with particular reſpe& and 


candour, 2 10- that his lordſhip overſbot himſelf in aſſerting the 


proclamation againſt exporting- corn was legal, ib,—the differ- 
ence betwixt general warrants and preſs warrants ſtated and 
explained, 114, | = | 


Sawbridge, Mr. has ſhown himſelf poſſeſſed of that republican 


firmneſs which the times require, 206, 
Sommers, Lord, a quotation from his tract upon the rights of 
the people, 170. 2 | | | 
Stamp att, made and repealed, 18. Cn 
; Yearling, Solomon, Apothecary, his opinion in regard 1: the 
„ Clarke, who received a blow at the Brentford clec- 
9 * : 


State, the principal departments of when improperly beſtow. 
ec, the cauſe of every miſchief. 16. , OE 


Townſhend, Mr, complains that tlie public gratitude has not 


been equal to his deſerts, 206. 
| | . "I euchet, 
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ing and extent, 56—the election was declared void, ib. 


ered to appear at large, and to canvaſs for the city and county, 
with an outlawry hanging over him, 42 —his ſituation and pr 
vate character gave the miniſtry advantages over him, 44—it\ 
perhaps the greateſt misfortune of his life that the Duke ol Gf. 


254 INDEX: 


Touchet, Mr. in his moſt proſperous fortune, the fame ma 
| 1 43 
Vaughan, Mr. his offers to the Duke amounted to a high mil. 
demeanour, 111—a profecution commenced againſt. him, ib. 
the matter ſolemnly argued in the court of King's Bench, ib, 


as at preſent, 178. 


Junius does juſtice to this injured man, 128. 


Weſton, Edward, quotations ftom his pamphlet in defence d 
the pardoning M'Quirk, with remarks, 42. 2 

Walpole, Mr. his caſe ſuppoſed to be ſtrictly in point to prove 
expulſion creates 1 of being re-ele&ed, 6 - the vote d 
expulſion as expreſſed in the votes, 74—remarks upon its mean. 


Weymouth, Lord, appointed one of the ſecretaries of ſtate, 1 
nominated to Ireland, 86. 1 beg; 
Whittlbury foreſt, the Duke of Grafton hereditary ranger 0, 
201—the right of the timber claimed by his Grace, ib. 
Wilkes, Mr. his conduct often cenſured by Junius, 40 ful. 


ton had ſo many compenſations to make in the cloſet for hi 


former friendſhip with him, 47—ſaid more than moderate men 
would juſtify, '116— hardly ſerious at firit, he became an en- 


thuſiaſt, ib. commiſſions Mr. Thomas W alpole to ſolicit a per. 


ſion for him, 188 comes over from France to England, wher: 
he gets two hundred pounds from the Duke of Portland and 
Lord Rockingham, 188. „„ bes 7, 


Woolafton, Mr. expelled, re- elected, and admitted into the. 


| ſame parliament, 7 the public left to determine whether this | 


be a plain matter of fact, 79. 


' Yates, Mr, Juſtice, quits the court of King's Bench, 149: 
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